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SRIDGE WAR TO SELL BOOKS 





ore Clothes on the Women; More 


Talent on Stage, 


Put some clothes on the women, 

se burlesque will perish! 

A campaign with this motto is 
mewing among burlesquers, includ- 
')ehg numerous performers. Most of 
"mem agree with everybody else in 
Mairlesque that the business is a 

0-tol shot not to survive. But 

ey believe the lone and slim 
ance might be found in the more- 
thes. 

eThey aren’t advocating complete 
‘amination of undressing in bur- 

Bque; modification is what is rec- 

mmended. It is figured that strip- 

g still holds a certain attractive- 
iss if properly manipulated, and 
it precludes its complete extinc- 
pn, 

Burlesque’s stripping women can 

Only so far, and they've gone that 
® already. They have nothing for 
ollow-up. 
here are many women in bur- 
mue today who believe they are 
pnted in other ways besides 
ipping and think that if given 
f a chance to do something else 
would make good for them- 
ves and burlesque. But the uni- 
inal feeling in burlesque that the 
iness won't last is influencing ali 
managers at present. 
he managers, say the women and 
rs, who think as they do, are 
berately seeking to get all that’s 
ible in what little time is left 
as a result, they won’t chance 
hing that for the moment isn’t 

/8-fire. These managers cover the 
Seemle burlesque fie!d, from stocks 

sthe Columbia wheel. 

is alleged that not a penny is 
sted in the future of burlesque. 
on the premise that it might 
a future. This is not only 
Wn in the show formula of noth- 
but repetitious stripping, but 
mtuated in the absence of bill- 

"=f personalities and show titles 

“me wheel houses. The theatres 

sequally doubtful as to the fu- 
-j.and aren't mindful of building 
tractions for coming seasons. 

Buried Talent 

longer is anything worth while 
talent line expected to emerge 
burlesque. People with unde- 

2d talent who formerly went to 
=que for development, by which 

‘s the burlesque shows secured 
able performances for next to 

gz in salaries, realize the fu- 

of trying to get anywhere in 
now, so they keep out of it. 

* the little talent that might be 
dormant in those who are al- 

@@ in burlesque is buried under 

) friy requirements. 

“@re are countless instances of 
burleycue this season. 
one of many examples is a 

MF Continued on page 41) 
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_ pude and Dancing 

‘ Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 14. 
6 prin plus dancing is the 
© “Pmbination up state. 

Joker supplies enough acts for 

7 tes with the dance following 
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to Save Burlesque 





Loser on the Day 


Indie film producer hired an 
efficiency expert in New York 
to look things over. Man spent 
an entire day checking rubber 
bands, paper clips, etc. 

At the end of the day he 
looked for his hat and coat, to 
find them missing, 











CHALIAPIN IN 
CHAPLIN FILM 


London, Dec. 14. 

Charles Chaplin left for Paris 
Saturday (12) to come back here 
late in February, At that time he 
will go to work with technical men 
he has already imported, on the su- 
pervision of a new picture, financed 
by United Artists, to be made in 
Elstree. Chaplin wrote the script. 
Chaliapin will handle the lead, It’s 
a Russian story. In it will also be 
Rita Boulten, English girl discov- 
ery of Chaplin’s. 

Chaplin has _ practically 
pleted the script for a picture for 


himself, gathered from his Euro- 
pean experiences, which he intends 
to make in Hollywood in the fall. 
Figured will take him about nine 
months to produce it. 

In between now and February, 
when he’s due back here, Chaplin 
has a schedule laid out. From 
Paris he goes to Switzerland for 
some winter sports, then to Japan 
to make personal appearances with 
the opening of ‘City Lights’ (UA). 
‘Lights’ for Japan is being shown 
under direct supervision of the 
Japanese government. 


Has-Been Film Stars 
Will Charge Off Lost 
Prestige on U. S. Tax 


com- 





Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Permission to deduct loss of pic- 
ture popularity as depreciation of 
good will on income tax returns has 
been allowed by Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue D. A. Blair in 
cases of Ben Lyon, Bebe Daniels, 
Betty Compson and Bessie Love, as 
filed by C. A. Tompkins, loca! tax 
expert. 

Cuts are temporary, depending on 
final decision of the Internal Reve- 
nue Board in January, but if perma- 
nent, fading stars will take advan- 
tage and ask for refunds on the 





total paid during the past few years. 


} 








GULBERTSON-LENZ 
MATCH BUILD-UP 


Players Have Own Press 
Agents, Also Publishers 
and Hotel—Spent $10,000 
on Deluxe Start—Gam- 
blers Say Too Much at 
Stake for Either to Win 


BET WON’T FINISH 


There’s plenty of coin tied up in 
that prolonged bridge game being 
played at the Hotel Chatham. It’s 
supposed to be for 150 rubbers with 
official odds having changed from 
5-1 to 2-1 on Culbertson to beat 
Lenz. Saturday, after four days’ 
play, Culberson lowered odds on 
himself to win for the second time, 
making it even money, though still 
offerings to cover all bets. Along 
Broadway it’s about even money 
with Lenz slightly favored, and 
some coin also is being offered that 
the match will never be finished. 

it is undoubtedly the most pub- 
licized match in the history of 
cards, and deemed a natural. Both 
Lenz and Culbertson have press 
agents on regular salary, as have 
also the hotel and Simon and 
Schuster, publishing the Lenz books 
on bridge. Although entrance to 
watch the players ‘ts pretty much 
limited to newspapermen now, the 
first night was handled with as 
much flourish as a Hollywood 
opening. 

Some of the boys estimate $10,000 

(Continued on page 50) 


Burial Ballyhoo 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 


Battle between local cemeteries 
for the burial business has each 
company straining to think up new 
advantages of being laid to rest in 
its ground. 

Hollywood Cemetery Assoc., which 
owns Hollywood Cemetery, is 
broadcasting Sundays over KTM. 
In the sales talk the announcer 
mentions Valentino, Barbara La 
Mar and other picture names who 
have been buried there. 





CHICAGO'S FRIVOLITY LANE. 


World's Fair Changes Attitude— 
Biggest Midway Now 


Chicago, Dec. 14, 

A change of attitude on the 
amusement features of the World's 
Fair here in 1933 under the name 
of Century of Progress, will bring 
about the largest Midway yet, of 
any such affair. 

Dr. Mouiton is in charge of the 
concessions, At first he laughed 
off any thought of frivolity in the 
old fashioned way, but of late the 
Doctor has reduced the size of his 
hat, speaking quite normally te con- 
cessionaires. 





Thoughtless Comics 


A theatre goer states he has 
found that on nearly all 
comedy stages, ‘depression’. in 
some manner is employed, 
mostly for a laugh. 

The complainant’s point is 
that no one attending the the- 
atre nowadays wants to be re- 
minded of business conditions 
and any such reference should 
be kept out of all shows. 


GOETZ INSURED 
BY A CREDITOR 


An insurance policy on the life 
of E. Ray Goetz, legit producer, as 
a means of guaranteeing satisfac- 
tion of a judgment secured against 
him is expected to be taken out by 
the producer's creditor. Action on 
obtaining this policy has already 
commenced. 

The creditor is H. Jaeckel & Son, 
furrier and a creditor since Goetz 
produced ‘Lady of the Orchids’ in 
1929. Under peculiar circumstances 
in connection with this case, only 
death can keep Goetz from paying 


(Continued on page 42) 


Strive for 15c 
Beer by Cutting 
And Underselling 


Price reduction on beer and 
straight liquor during recent 
months, plus the small speakeasies 
underselling each other on the sly, 
is lowering the cost of booze to the 
scale of those days when Volstead 
just had an idea. 

Though the clashing is spotty, 
beer is already down to 15c and 
gin drinks can be had at 25c if the 
patron knows where to go. 

Another cut has come in the way 
of a 25c whiskey, but the glasses 
are mostly only half-ouncers. 

All over northern New Jersey the 
figure is getting down to a lic 
standard for beer, but around New 
York and Westchester the struggle 
of the speaks is to get the cost of 
beer down far enough where the 
amber suds at 15c will enable them 
to break even. Currently, most 
speaks are paying $19 a half-barrel, 
which, even at 25c a throw, pius 
wastage, it is difficult to show a 
profit. 

Some experimentation has been 
made by adding a one-quarter bar- 
rel of near-beer to the real and cut- 
ting the size of the glasses. The 
eventual hope is 15c for a regular 
glass of beer and 5c, or a dime, for 

















a short beer. 


‘Minister’ Using 75 Tubercular Girl 
Nudists in Film for Theatre Release 


San Francisco, Dec. 14, 
Some 75 nude girls are parading 
daily before a motion picture cam- 
era which is grinding out a film 
story supposedly to sell the advant- 
ages of nude cult life to the more 


worrying over tailor and modiste 
bills. 

Film is being made at one of those 
almost Adamless Edens which are 
discovered occasionally in Califor- 
nia and Arizona. This particular 
one lies amid the hills less than a 
40-minute automobile ride from 
Stockton, 

Two Males 

The two solitary male players in 
the picture are the minister-nudist 
who operates the cult and his son. 
Only other male on the place, tem- 
porarily, is a San Francisco cam- 
eraman, engaged to film the story 
which is the brain-child of the 
fiock leader, 

Cult is one of those religious af- 
fairs where tubercular young wom- 
en go to obtain the full benefits of 
California sun plus the ‘every day 
in every way’ philosophy. When 
not appearing in film scenes the 
minister goes around the place clad 
only in overalls. But the picture 
thing is entirely new in the cards, 

Filming has been going on for 
several months, is to be of feature 
length and will carry a religious 
title. Leader of the flock states it 
will be released to show the advant- 
ages of living in the open air. 

Rev. in Nightshirt 

Stills of the production-to-be seen 
here show a group of the girls—all 
lookers—sans garments. Only cov- 
ering is affected by the ministerial 
male lead, whose sole garment is 
a nightshirt affair and a serious 
and mournful expression. 

Showman’'s angle is ‘where can 
the picture be shown?’ Shephera 
of the cult is said to be positive of 
a release and understood that it will 
get its preview in a Los Angeles 
church. 





COUNTRY’S MERRIEST ST. 
45th, With 5 Laugh Shows, and 
They’re Mostly Hits 


The merriest street in the country 
is New York's 45th street in that 
portion west cf Broadway. Aside 
from the fact that it has more suc- 
cesses than any one block in the 
theatre zone, which is something 
these lean days, five out of its seves 
current attractions are laugh shows, 
Two are farces, two are comedies 
and one is musical. 

‘The Laugh Parade’ (musical) is 
at the Imperial; ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ (comedy) Beck; ‘Counsellor 
at Law’ (comedy) Plymouth; 
| Springtime for Henry’ (farce) 
| Bijou, and ‘Louder Please’ (farce) 
| Masque, 
| There is a situation laugh in 
{ 

i 





‘Springtime For henry’, the latest 
that lasted 75 seconds by 
watch. 


entrant, 


the 





prosaic population which might~be ~~” 
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Hollywood's Hi-Hats Get the Bronx 
From Dressler, Who Knows a Sweeper 


+ 
Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Marie Dressler has been in Holly- 
wood four years on her current pic- 
ture stretch and still trying to fig- 
ure out why there are so many 
high-hatters in the burg. A regular 
guy herself, she’s proud of the fact 
that “she can remember the first 
names of about every flyman wo 
worked in any of her shows. 

Miss Dressler has the respect of 
Hollywood, but does not recipro- 
cate 100%. She has her opinions 
about a number of stars. Satisfied 
with her work and salary and 
knowing that she’s in a great spot, 
she doesn’t have to cater to any- 
one. 

Hidden Swank. 


‘No one can walk out of a front 
door in a grander manner than I 
can. That’s one of the reasons no 
one tries to kick me around,’ she 
says. 

‘I’m not doing any beefing about 
salary or parts. I’m content as 
things are going because I can’t 
spend any more than I’m now mak- 
ing and I’m living as nice as any- 
one in town. Why yell?’ asks the 
Dressler. 

‘I bet I know most of the grips 
and carpénters on this lot by their 
first names. There’s an old fellow 
who goes around this lot with a 
broom in his hand, sweeping up 
cigar stubs. -He'’s a pal of mine, 
too, 

‘Right now Baroness Ravensdale, 
daughter of Lord Curzon, is my 
house guest. She’s been here for 
a& month, That’s the other end of 
the social scale but I fit both ways. 
The Baroness has met a few grips 
too. She also met my old friend 
witlthe. broom. He’s an English- 
man. 

Some Real, Most Wet 


‘There’s a flock of real people in 
Hollywood, but there is also a mob 
who just don’t fit. Just because 
they draw down heavy money, they 
assume they are regular. I learned 
to be regular when I was broke,’ 
says Miss Dressler. 

‘Those who are regular are okay 
with me. It’s the people who are 
always putting it on that get my 
goat. If they only knew how to 
put it on properly they’d be a lot 
better, but their swank is too 
phoney for this gal. 

‘Perhaps a stag training has 
something to do with it,’ says Miss 
Dressler. ‘On the stage a performer 
can’t be so big, Same people around 
them continually who get wise to 
them. If your pals laugh at you, it’s 
tough to be highbrow. 

‘I haven't anything to kick about, 
I'm doing all right—and I haven't 
an agent.’ 


Kinograms Folds 


After the most varied career of 
any newsreel, Kinograms, one of the 


oldest of these services, is in the 
hands of the sheriff on attachments. 
The experiment with Allied States 
Exhibitors was a total failure. 

At the Kinograms office Monday 
no one could be located. The tele- 
phone company then stated that all 
telephonic communication with 
Kinograms has been discontinued. 


HAAS BROS. WITH TAILS 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Oscar Haas, Walter Haas, Rich- 
ard Haas and Alex J. Machedon 
(Known on the stage as the Haas 
Bros.) have accepted Metro con- 
tracts as monkeys in ‘Tarzan, the 
Ape Man.’ 











RENEWS MINUS INCREASE 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Irene Dunn's Radio option has 
been renewed minus increase spe- 
cified. 





Gibney Travels for WB 
Sheridan Gibney, playwright, left 
Friday (11) for Hollywood. He'll 
write for Warner Brothers. 











The wise man makes hay 
with the grass that grows 
under the other fellow’s feet. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 








Comic to Comic 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Anticipated clashing of two 
comics like Buster Keaton and 
Jimmie Durante in ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ is working out in re- 
verse with Keaton, overly sen- 
sitive of the situation, leaning 
backwards* not to eclipse 
Schnozzle. 

Keaton has even suggested 
retakes on scenes where he felt 
that Schnoz was overshadowed, 
not wanting in any wise to 
hold his féllow-comic down. 











PAR. AFTER HELEN HAYES 


If Finding Story Will Make in East, 
Postponing L. |. Closing 

Paramount is seeking a story for 
Helen Hayes to go Into work at 
Astoria immediately. If found the 
studio closing; announced’ for Jan. 
15, will be postponed. 

Miss Hayes is currently appear- 
ing in a New York play_for Gilbert 
Miller, Miller's connection with 
Paramount, through the Frohmann 
company, will aid in the details. 


WIDOW GETS $250,000 
FICHTENBERG ESTATE 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Estate -of Herman Fichtenberg, 
pioneer southern exhibitor, is esti- 
mated.at not over $250,000. It goes 
entirely to his widow, Rosalie 
Fichtenberg, 53. Estate’s revenue 
is set at about $40,000 a year. 

The ‘will will be heard for pro- 
bate Dec. 28. 





WILL MAHONEY 


in “Earl Carroll Vanities” 


Miss Wilella Waldorf in the New 
York “Post” said: “A very neat 
trick in the new ‘Vanities’ is Will 
Mahoney dancing tunes out of what 
he calls the Mahoneyphone, step- 
ping neatly along a xylophone, 
playing Sousa marches with his 
feet.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


STUDIOS’ QUEER 
PASS LIST 
LOGIC 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
News gatherers are peeved plenty 
these days at the manner in which 











Fichtenberg died Dec. 
residence in Hollywood. 


Rayburn Plaster Stalls 
Lyons-Dorsay Square-Up 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Arthur S. Lyons and Moe Laz- 
arus, latter representing Julius 
Kendler, New York attorney for 
Lyons, are still out here trying to 
obtain their $15,000 from Fifi Dor- 
say which was the settlement in the 
$25,000 commish claim by Lyons & 
Lyons against the comedienne. 
Loeb, Walker & Loeb effected the 
settlement with Kendler, but mean- 
time Stanley Rayburn, New York 
agent formerly in the L&L office, 
slapped a $10,000 plaster on the 15 
g’s as is alleged share of the 
commish when in the L&L employ. 

Lazarus came out here with 
Mayor Walker. 

Her Metro contract permits one 
film with Par. 


Carlyle Blackwell in Line 
For 3 Columbia Talkers 


London Dec, 14. 
Carlyle Blackwell, American, goes 
to Columbia-for three pictures to be 
made in Hollywood. 
First he'll make one here for 
Gainsborough. 


6 at his 











Grant Withers’ Stage Tour 
Grant Withers, from films, going 
eight weeks of personal appearances 
in the Loew houses. 
Opens Dec. 26 at the Orpheum, 
Boston. 


Pichel in ‘Attorney’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Irving Pichel, Paramount  bor- 
rowee at Radio, will double as actor 
in ‘State’s Attorney’. 
Radio borrowed him to direct the 
dialog. 








SAILINGS 


Dec. 29 (Berlin to New York), 
Max Schmeling (Bremen), 

Dec. 23 (Londo: to New York) 
George Grossmith (Majestic). 

Dec. 24 (London to Capetown), 
Bernard Shaw (Carnarvon Castle). 

Dec. 17 (Paris to New York) 
George White, Harry Rosenthal 
(Bremen), 

Dec. 16 (Genoa to New York) 
Ronald Colman (Conte Verde). 

Dee. 15 (London to New York) 
Sid Gordon (De Grasse). 

Dec. 11 (Cherbourg to New York) 











3irdie Dean (Albert Ballin). 


jewelry salesmen, bootleggers, rep- 


| resentatives of the prominent down- 


town haberdashers, et al., are hav- 
ing the run of the studio lots, while 
the newsmen are restricted. 

When this was brought to studio 
attention the answer was: 

“We have to assist our personnel 
in stocking up on their holiday 
booze or getting their Christmas 
presents, otherwise’ they’ll waste 
valuable time making long trips 
downtown. to visit the shops. Isn’t 
it smarter if we have the sample 
cases brought to us and save time?’ 

With that alibi the news bunch 
on the dailies and services burn 
more than ever. They rely more on 
the studio publicity departments 
than do the trade papers for fan 
stuff. 





— 
TT 


Metro's B. 0. Results Annoy Authors, 





Who Contribute, 


Pro and Con 


At the Palace, New :York. 
Sunday night (13) Cantor and 
Jessel on the stage spotted 
Sam Goldwyn in the audience. 
Jessel aimed a low and res- 
spectful bow at the picture 
producer and then asked Can- 
tor why he didn’t bow along. 

‘Why should I bow?’ Cantor 
asked. “Wasn't my last picture 
good?’ 

















CORMACK ON ‘BUGLE’ 


Champ Yes-No Film Reported Cost- 
ing $500,000 In Preparation 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

let out by 
at Metro to do 
the 


Bartlett 


Paramount, 


Cormack, 
is now 


the script on ‘Bugle Sounds’, 
top on-and-offer of all time, 

This is the picture for which 
Metro sent a crew to Africa for 
scenes during the Riff rebellion and 
which was also intended as starring 
material for the late Lon Chaney. 
Wallace Beery had previously been 
mentioned to do it, and he remains 
the studio’s choice. 

A ‘regiment of writers have 
worked on the story, besides the 
thousands of feet of battle stuff 
cameraed, and cost of the film is 
already said to have edged over 


| $500,000. 


'M-G Content to Salvage 


Girl Clips from ‘Time’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Metro has the ‘March of Time’ 


on the tapis once again, this time 
realizing that no story can be writ- 
ten to dovetail the recue scenes into 
a plot. 

Instead, M-G would like to sal- 
vage some of the big girl numbers 
and work these into a semi-musical, 
to. be written. 





Harris Wedding Jan. 23 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 14. 

Date for the marriage of-John H, 
Harris, zone manager for WB here, 
to Lucille Williams, film actress, on 
Coast is Jan. 23.. George O’Brien 
will serve as best man. 

Couple will honeymoon in Hono- 
lulu, returning here to live in Febru- 
ary. 





Chicago, Dec. 14. 

A four-reel picture dealing with 
the search and capture of Fred 
Burke, Michigan gangster and 
killer, has been produced by a lo- 
cal amateur. It is J. M. Lowry, com- 
mercial photog with the Midwest 
Film Lab here, who spent two 
months and close to $3,500 filming 
the story in Missouri, where the 
capture took place. 

Picture, which is a re-enactment 
of the man hunt, has a cast of il 
and 10 are the actual persons who 
participated in the search and 
seizure, Fred Burke, in person, is 
missing. He is characterized in the 
production by one Olen Webb, town 
barber down in Green City, Mo. 

Attempt to make this an all-talk 
film failed due to the inability of 
some of the cast to record properly. 
Flicker was photographed silent, 
but has verbal descriptive matter. 

Titled ‘Capture of Fred Burke, 
the Killer,’ the film will have its 
first professional showing at Louis 
Laemmle’s Loop Casino Dec. 16 for 
a four day stay. Rental is apples 
since possibilities of the picture are 
unknown. It has been passed by the 
local censors. 

If showing box office promise it 
is likely that the deal pending for 
states-rightinge will go through. 
Henry Herbel, head of local Uni- 
versal «*change, who bought the 
film for ‘he coming screening, may 





handle for Lowry. 





Amateur’s Man-Hunt 4-Reeler with 
Original Cast a Loop Experiment 





LONDON’S FIRST FLASH 


Schnozzola Durante Called Film 
Find by English 


London, Dec. 14. 
Jimmie Durante in ‘Get Rich 
Quick Wallingford’ at the Empire is 


the talk of London. He is dubbed a 
‘film find’ on all sides. 

Picture is in for a week. It will 
be replaced by ‘The © Champ’ 
(Metro). Under ordinary conditions 
it is figured ‘Wallingford’ wouid be 
good for three weeks. Maintained 
in trade circles it’s a certain clean- 
er-up in the provinces. 


WEST FOR ‘MENDEL’ 

Mervyn LeRoy, having left New 
York for Hollywood Thursday (10), 
will be trailed the end of this week 
by Joe Smith and Charlie Dale. 

Comedy team is due on the War- 
ner lot Dec. 28 to start on ‘Mendel, 
Inc.” LeRoy, assigned to direct, 
was east for some atmosphere foot- 
age. 


HIRED AND BORROWED 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Tom Brown, juvenile, who hails 
from New York and legit, has been 
contracted by Universal. 
Warners immediately borrowed 
the actor for the male lead in ‘Eight 
to Five.’ 





but Get No Credit 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Method of assigning half a dozen 
writers to a story instituted at 


Metro has a number of the scriv- 
eners walking around the lot with 
chips on their shoulders over final 
credits. 

Yarn weavers are claiming the 
good points in the pictures and dis- 
claiming any of the stuff that falls 
flat. They’re also velling when their 
names are missing from the title 
cards, 

Few stories are turned out at the 
studio that have not had: at least 
six writers throwing’ in ideas, 
‘Stadium,” ‘Skyscraper,’ ‘Hell Div- 
ers,’ ‘Hot News’ and others have 
had a ‘brace: of authors whipping 
the story into shape. When they 
reached the screen only one or twee 
name€s appear on the screen. Then 
the knife-throwing starts. 

Steam in Secret 

Yarnsmiths give the picture the 
double O and pick out their con- 
tributions, then go back to their 
warrens in the studio and steam, 
The yells never reach the front of- 
fice, as the writers are hoping their 
names will appear on the next suc- 
cess the company turns out. 

Studio inaugurated the system 
some time ago, figuring that a col- 
lection of story-writing  braing 
might turn out better material thag 
individuals. Practically every story 
on the. lot receives, from six té 
eight treatments, with the super 
visors picking out what they think 
is the best material in each and 
threading it together. System has 
proved more or less of a success 
in the number of hit pictures Metro 
has turned out, but is a source af 
headaches for the writers, who feel 
that they are buried alive unless 
their names get into the public 
prints or the titles. 


Sullivan at Radio? 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Now that the refinancing is settled 
it is quite likely that Charles Sulli- 
van will join Radio as an associate 
producer. E. B. Derr aligned him- 
self with Metro last week for @ 
similar ‘post. 

Contracts of both men expired 
with Howard Hughes recently. 





Combine TOCC and Film 
Club Galas for February 


Filmdom’s first ballroom merge 
takes place in February when the 
Theatre Owners’ Chamber of Come 
merce will combine its annual froli¢ 
with that of the Motion Picture 
Club. 

Because most of its members alse 
belong to the club, the TOCC lads 
figured one set of tickets would be 
enough. 


MEEK CAN’T MAKE IT 
Hollyweod, Dec. 14. 
Donald Meek’s jaunt out here for 
Fox is off. He was to have been in 
‘After Tomorrow’ for that company. 
Meek is being held in New York 
by a Warner contract to do shorts. 
WB had granted him permission to 
come west, but necessity of rushing 
the one and two reelers to meet re- 
lease dates caused cancellation of 
the grant. 
Bill Collier, Sr., who made the 
dialog adaptation on ‘Tomorrow,’ is 
being tested for the Meek role. 


Todd Not Interested 
Or Available for Legit 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Thelma Todd's contract with Hal 
Roach prevents her from doing 4 
legit for Gilbert Miller ¢ pposite 
Leslie Howard. 

Louis Schurr made the offer, but 
Miss Todd is not especially in- 
trigued with Broadway. 





Anita Page Repiacing 


Anita Page may replace Joan 
Marsh in the personal appearance 
tour of Loew de luxers with Conrad 
Nagel. 

Reported that 
Miss Marsh on 
picture. 

Still seven weeks of Loew 
tres left on the Marsh-Nagel route. 
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Patron-Stockholders’ Grouches 
As Dividends and Stocks Slide 





Patron - partnérship, sprung in 
several communities a number of 
years ago, turning out to be a 
poor reality. It was all right when 
it worked well, but it hasn't been 
working well of late. 

The idea was selling the com- 
pany’s stock to the local theatge 
patrons on the theory they would 
patronize the entertainment in 
which they held a financial interest. 
In theory every time a patron went 
to ‘his’ theatre he was helping to 
fatten his own dividends. When 
quotations dropped, the patron got 
oniy hard luck stories as a teary 
dividend. 

Grief 


It has reached a point in many 
instances in which disgruntled 
stockholders stay away from the 
theatres in which they hold stock 
because grouchy at the manage- 
ment. Where they still attend the 
shows they go more for the chance 
to find new causes for complaint 
than to help along. They are 
cranky and querulous, never satis- 
fied and growing constantly more 
critical and contemptuous. 

For the time being patron-part- 
nership is grief. When the business 
shoots back they may feel different- 
ly about it. In one community, to 
take a concrete example, hundreds 
of persons followed the town’s fin- 
ancial leader in the purchase of the 
shares of a company in which he 
was strongly interested. They 
bought at around 70-80. The shares 
are now below 10. To suggest pat- 
ronizing one of these chain theatres 
is almost a fighting word with the 
local stockholders. 


Actors’ Speeches Are 
Written by Agents on 
Salary Cuts on Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 


On the matter of studio cuts, any- 
thing affecting the pocketbooks of 
the writers, directors or players at 
the studios threw them into a tur- 
moil. There were sundry sidelights, 
such as one writer who by a ‘noble 
gesture’ has made himself poison 
with his authoring associates. 
Writers knew they would be asked 
to take a 33% cut and were agree- 
able, but this ‘noble’ guy, says the 
scribes, in the presence of execs 
said he'd take a 50% cut, thus mak- 
ing it more embarrassing financially 
for the scribblers. 

On the same lot a prominent 
player, when requested to cut the 
economic value of a long-term con- 
tract, also made a gesture to the 
execs but in reverse English. He 
told ’em that during boom times 
when they were going in for new 
model Rolls and yachts and extra 
swimming pools they didn’t offer to 
increase his salary, so he point- 
blankly refused to share their bur- 
den. Following which speech he 
stalked out in the same dramatic 
manner he manifests on the screen. 

This latter argument used by so 
many in rejecting the studios‘ re- 
quests for cuts has led studio execs 
to believe that the agents inspired 
that sort of argument, with the re- 
sult the 10 percenters are now even 
more adversely regarded than ever 
before. 

The agents, realizing they are 
open to suspicion, have been stag- 
ing phoney meetings to allegedly 
express themselves neutral in the 








Studios’ present economic stress. 
This is in line with the agents’ 
grave concern about their future 
welcome in doing biz with the 
studios. 





Anita Loos—Metro 


Anita Loos went on the Metro 
payroll last week as a writer. Agree- 
ment said to be for six months with 
the usual options, 

Marks a return to scenario work 
for Miss Loos. Metro has not as yet 
given her an assignment. 


+ 





; Casting 





Burbank, Dec. 14. 

Charlotte Merriam, up for a 
part in ‘Roar of the Crowd’ at 
Warners, was told it called for 
@ scream. Miss Merriam was 
afraid she wouldn't do as she 
couldn't scream. 

Rufus LeMaire motioned the 
others out of the casting office 
and locked the door on himself 
and Miss Merriam. Then he 
turned around and started for 
her. 

She screamed, 


3 AT ONCE 
FOR TOM MIX 











Universal is planning to do with 
Mix what no other company 
has ever attempted,with any otner 
star or player. Mix has agreed, ac- 
cording to the U home office, to 
work on three features simultane- 
ously as soon as he can climb into 
a saddle. 

Scripts for the first trio are re- 
ported ready. 

Mix’s balking at westerns before 
his illness, decided the studio to 
give him something else. It’s a 
Balkan story and title is ‘King’s 
Up.’ Being readied by Rex Taylor 
from Richard Schayer's idea, 


DE SYLVA’S FOX STORY 
TURNED DOWN IN N. Y. 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
New York end of the Fox local 
studio is said to have turned down 


the story for a Fox talker written 
by Buddy DeSylva. From reports 
the western studio end, as governed 
by W. R. Sheehan, had approved 
the DeSylva yarn. Eastern Fox 
story department, or studio end, is 
under the direction of Richard Row- 
land, 

DeSylva is reported disgusted 
with the turn down and will go east 
to discuss it. His contract with 
Fox continues. DeSylva was of the 
show and song writing trio of De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson, with 
DeSylva leaving his partners here 
some time ago to remain with Fox 
under a writing contract. 


Extras’ Long Faces 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Extras slid lower last week, the 
daily average being only 434 work- 
ing. Biggest set last week had 104 
in the mob; a dock scene for 
‘Courage’ at Metro. 

About 24 features was the average 
activity. This week starts out with 
28, five of which are in their sixth 
week and about to conclude. 

Little possibility of an increase in 
production before the first of the 
year as few new pictures will start 
until the holidays are over. 


Tom 











JEAN GETTING READY 
Kansas City, Dec. 14. 
Jean Harlow was here visiting 
relatives. 
Now in New York to fix up an 
act for a 10-week personal appear- 
ance tour. 





Hollywood. Dec. 14. 
Before leaving for New York last 


week Jean Harlow is reported to 
have protested her $350 weekly 
Caddo salary. 

Old agreement continues, how- 


ever, including the concession that 
she made several months ago giving 
her 59% of everything over the $350 
figure when loaned to other studios. 
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PROPOSITIONING 
CTUDIOS ALWAYS 


——— 


Producers’ Private Secs Col- 
lect Dizzy Biz Schemes— 
Lady’s $80,000,000 Forest 
Deal—Six Scenarios on 
Page—Freak Kids and 
Empty-Headed Apollos 


‘WITH LOVE’ 


AND ALL 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Picture stars may have their fan 
mail, but it can’t compare to the 
crank mail that all top execs get, 
though never read, according to 
their secretaries. These secs go 
through the nut missives and hold 
them out for collections of their 
own, 


Any producer’s sec can drag out 
a file of letters that a psychiatrist 
would gloat over and most of the 
mail, sluffing over the pitiful side, 
contains a lot more laughs than the 
year’s output of smart dialog. 

There is the lady who writes that 
‘by the merest chance there has 
fallen into my hands an.option to 
buy all the giant redwood trees for 
$80,000,000. As I know you could 
use them as backgrounds in your 
pictures, I would like an interview 
to discuss terms with you.’ 

Another has established a colony 
for the homeless, all complete with 
a landing field and airplane beacon. 
‘Please send me an automobile, as 
we haven't got one.’ 


From England comes the offer of 
a gentleman who wants a job and 
transportation to Hollywood im- 
mediately. ‘We can discuss salary 
when I arrive,’ he adds. 


Parents send pictures of double- 
jointed kids in double-jointed poses, 
and a dippy Chicagoan wants one 
producer to propose to a star for 
him, rambling through seven pages 
of affectionate incoherence that 
winds up with, ‘but remember, Mr. 
Soandso, it’s Miss Thisandthat I 
want to marry, not you.’ 


Others send in their story ideas, 
one Russian submitting six on one 
page, all starring himself. Another 
yarn had a title that read: ‘He 
Joined the Gangsters to Save the 
Girl He Loved.’ One Louisianan 
sent a disjointed Mardi 7ras 
scenario that sounded like a de- 
scription of a d. t. attack. 

World's champion strong men, at- 
tired in fig leaves offer themselves 
from Egypt; girl leads in Illinois 
high school plays want their ef- 
forts scouted; ventriloquists call on 
the phone and ask themselves ques- 
tions about their own ability, an- 
swering with praise; and one girl 
wrote that her sex appeal was so 
terrific that everytime she entered 
a room the excitement was immense 
and if they could only put her s. a. 
on the screen ohboyohboyohboy! 

One gangster-type always pastes 
a picture of himself on his letters 
and telephones all the producers 
regularly, asking for them by nick- 
names or initials. He never gets to 
talk with them, but keeps calling 
just the same. He has a rival that 
also writes familiarly to the execs, 
telling them that all their pictures 
are lousey, full of boloney or just 
plain smelly. 

Majority of the letters are busi- 
ness-like, but end up, ‘with love. 
But the blush for the girl secs is 
the fan who is bored with the 
tameness of Hays-coded love scenes 
and suggests ways and means of 
going farther. 


Forced North 
Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Lawrence Oliver and his wife, Jill 
Esmond, both from England, under 


Radio acting contract, couldn't get 
permission to extend their year's 


permits. 
They intend spending the holi- 
days in Canada where they will 


make arrangements to reenter this 
country, 


UL CRANKS 
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Waukegan Answers ‘5 Star. Final q 





Calls Editors 





Modernized 





Some talk among the In- 
dians of modernizing their old 
custom of testing a youth's 
courage and denoting his en- 
trance into the state of man- 
hood by sending him off into 
the woods for a starvation and 
solitary confinement trial. 

New idea is to make the 
young brave catch ‘Franken- 
stein’ while sitting alone in the 
balcony of the Hippodrome. 


AIR’S FILM DIRT 
REAL COAST 
WORRY 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Local Hays office is now straining 
the air for dirt. Increase in broad- 
easts of picture chatter, some of it 
beginning to go pretty wild, has of- 
ficial ears peeled for the protection 
of Hollywood's name. 

Air chatterers recently had Tom 
Mix and Wallace Beery dead and 
were getting ready to bury them. 
Reports on Mix had the throes so 
bad that a line of morticians, as 
they’re called here, started forming 
at Universal City. 

Denying deaths of live stars is 
simple, but what the Hays office is 
out to throttle are innuendos about 
the boudoir life of picture names. 
Technique of the etherizers in the 
social line is, ‘It is untrue Daisy 
Doakes has thrown over her boy 
friend,’ which stumps everybody. 


BUDDY ROGERS MAY GO 
INTO ZIEGGY’S SHOW 


With NBC's intention to place 
Buddy Rogers in the New Yorker 
hotel, New York, with an orchestra 
barred by a prior contract, the film 
juve is now talking to Ziegfeld 
about a spot in his Brown-Hender- 
son show. 

Rogers arrived in New York last 
week. NBC has been working on 
him for a possible radio buildup in 
the band line. The New Yorker 
plan was stopped by the hotel's 
present orchestra, Coon-Sanders, 
which has a contract. 

NBC hasn’t dropped negotiations 
with Rogers, but is reported looking 
around for another spot from which 
he can broadcast. Ed Scheuing on 
the network flew to the Coast last 
week to see Rogers and missed him 
by two days. 

Lupe Velez doesn’t go in the 
Zieggy show, the talk not reaching 
a contract, 


Designer Wants $100,000 
For Screen Credit Lack 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Edward M. Stevenson, whose sal- 
ary for two years of costume de- 
signing for First National aggregate 
about $8,740, is suing for $100,000 
damages because he wasn't given 
screen credit. 

Suit for brean of contract, filed 
in Superior Court, names 72 pictures 
on which he claims to have been 
costume director. Contract at $90 
a week the first year and $115 the 
second year called for screen men- 
tion, he claims. 


























Mme. Chevalier West 


Yvonne Valle (Mrs. Maurice 
Chevalier) left for the Coast Thurs- 
day (10) to jo'n her husband after 


only a day in New York. 
She has been in Paris. 


‘Kindly, 
Chaps Who Wear Rubbers’ 


Slightly Cynical 





Chicago, Dec, 14, 

Having witnessed ‘Five Star 
Final’ at the Genessee theatre, 
Waukegan, the editor of the local 
‘News-Sun’ in that town rushed inte 
print while the picture was still 
in town. Without mentioning the 
film or the theatre but addressing 
himself, ‘for the benefit of the pub- 
lic that reads newspapers and goes 
to movies’ the editorial described 
the Waukegan conception of what @ 
newspaperman really is. 

‘A kindly, slightly cynical chap 
who wears rubbers, wonders what 
he can do about his hair, and is ale 
ways home in time for supper’ 
That, in a nutshell, is the picture of 
himself advanced by the small town 
editor. 

He goes on: ‘a newspaperman is 
not a sneering maniac who tears 
around with hair in his eyes and 
bursts into speakeasies to punch 
gang chiefs in the nose.’ Amplify<- 
ing the positive as against the negae- 
tive side of the picture the Wauke- 
gan editor explained that the guild 
of scribblers ‘were nearly always an 
ordinary family man with worries 
about coal bills, babies shoes, and 
storm windows. His recreation 
takes the form of Sunday drives in 
the country with the wife and kid<- 
dies and once in a while a movie.’ 

Not Dynamic 

Confessing that a newspaperman 
‘likes to see himself painted as a 
dynamic molder of public opinion 
and a shatterer of women’s hearts’ 
the Waukegan editor modestly sug- 
gested that the true facts did not 
bear out this flattering idea. 

Waukegan is a town of around 
25,000 about 30 miles from Chicago 
and 1,000 miles from the New York 
tabloids about which ‘Five Star 
Final’ was written. Although Chi- 


an untruth, Waukegan is the iirst 
reported incident from the smali 
towns in the area of a reaction to 
the picture. 

Looking at the Waukegan ‘News- 
Sun’ as a whole it is evident that 
it is neither scandal-monging nor 
sensational. Which possibly makes 
the editor’s reaction more signif- 
icent. 





BOYER’S METRO RETURN 
Charles Boyer, French actor, left 
New York Friday (11) for the 
Metro studios. He arrived in New 
York the day previous. 
Boyer was brought over by M-G@ 
about a year ago for French ver- 
sions and learned English while 
here. He’s the second of the Metre 
Freach imports to make the Eng- 
lish grade, as he will be used im 
domestic films. 
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RKO Puts Through Plan's Approval 
After Week of Daily Proxy Counting 


And Opposition 


oe 





Baltimore, Dec. 14. 

When RKO’s refinancing plan for 
$11,600,000 bonds to be underwritten 
by RCA was finally okayed Satur- 
day (12), one of the most dramatic 
periods in filmdom’s history passed 
into the record. Immediately after 
the stockholders’ meeting Hiram 8. 
Brown communicated with David 
Sarnoff, RCA chieftain, who was in 
Washington attending the annual 
fiesta of the Gridiron Club. 


All of RCA’s 500,000 RKO ‘A’ and 
total Class ‘B’ stock of RKO went 
on record for the plan, The tab- 
ulated vote and recorded at the 
meeting read, additionally, 1,576,634 
Class ‘A’ for; 105,168, against. The 
majority vote mostly represents 
shareholders’ proxied votes held by 
the mahagement. Altogether around 
20,000 stockholders out of a possible 
28,000 or so. Latter needed 1,541,- 
028 to achieve its two-thirds ma- 
jority to make the proposed plan 
effective. Total shares entitled to 
vote were 2,314,543. Total outstand- 
ing shares of RKO were 2,380,291. 

Company’s excess over the needed 
two-thirds is 35,606 shares. 


This vote means besides okaying 
the proposed refinancing plan also 
the amendment of the company’s 
certificates of corporation as fol- 
lows, which are the net results 
achieved through the extraordinary 
session originally called for Thurs- 
day (10): 

(a) Class ‘A’ stock of RKO be- 
comes reduced from 2,380,21 shares 
to 595,072%. Will be known as 
Class ‘A’ Common: Result to stock- 
holders is that each shareholder will 
presently hold only % share of 
Class ‘A’ stock for his original 
share. 

(b) Outstanding shares of Class 
‘B’ stock of RKO and amounting to 
500,000 shares, all of which are 
owned by RCA, will be converted 
into 125,000 shares of the new Class 
‘A’ Common. Thereafter no Class 
‘B’ will be existent. 

(c) Reclassifying all authorized 
capital stock of RKO so that the 
total authorized amount will be 4,- 
500,000 shares of common stock of 
no par value. 

Immediately after thse meeting 
Hiram Brown, B. B. Kahane, Her- 
man Zohbel, William Mallard and 
Leonard Adkins set off for New 
York ,presumably to prepare for ad- 
ditional confabs this week with 
RCA officials for putting the re- 
financing scheme into effect before 
Jan. 1, which is the deadline for the 
underwriting. 

Stockholders’ subscription rights 
to the $5 debenture certificates ex- 
pire Dee. 21. 

On the following day (22) the 
receivership suit filed by J. Cook- 
man Boyd, Baltimore lawyer, is 
scheduled for hearing in the Mary- 
land courts. That may mean the 
RKO plan will be put through be- 
fore that date. 

It’s hardly likely that theres will 
be any delay. Already RCA, in 
contemplation of the passage of the 
plan by the stockholders, has ad- 
vanced RKO $2,000,000. This may 
indicate that RCA does not intend 
to take advantage of the con- 
ditioned privilege in the prelim 
agreements which permits RCA to 
bow out of the underwriting should 


(Continued on page 5!) 


Cooper Asks $7,500 
For Vaude; RKO Says 
$6,500—And It’s Off 


Asking prices of $7,500 and $10,- 
000 for vaudeville and picture 
houses, respectively, for Jackie 
Cooper precludes chances of east- 
ern stage dates for the picture kid. 

RKO offered $6,500 a week for 
vaudeville, but Cooper’s reps held 
out for $1,000 more. A deal for the 
Roxy, New York, at $10,000 was on 
and off fast, due to the price. 
Charlie Morrison in New York and 
Frank Orsatti on the Coast negoti- 
ated for Cooper with the circuits. 

The $6,500 offer from RKO was 
considered the highest ever made 
for a child film player, exceeding 
the salaries of the previous two 
biggest kid screen stars, Jackie 
Coogan and Davey Lee. 








from Chicago End 





Satchel Cycle 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Medical cycle is imminent. 
Warners doing ‘Alias the Doc- 
tor,’ with Radio and Fox seeking 
medico stories from play and script 
brokers. 


Further Mixup of 
Selznick-Rogers Seen 
Over Bennett’s Next 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 








First story for Constance Ben- 
nett under the RKO-Pathe banner 
looks like ‘Free to Live,’ an original 
by John Howard Lawson. Latter 
is being brought west to work on 
the script. 

Announcement to this effect was 
made by David Selznick from Ra- 
dio, although it was the belief on 
the Pathe lot that Miss Bennett 
would first go into the Russian 
cryptography theme suggested by 
Herbert Yardley, former govern- 
ment code expert, and now being 
worked over by several writers. 

Considered peculiar here that this 
announcement is made by Selznick 
and not Rogers, before the latter 
moves over to the Radio lot. Selz- 
nick is bringing Lawson west under 
a Radio contract to sit in on the 
Pathe story. 

Fireworks erupted between 
Rogers and Seiznick over a sleeper 
preview of Pola Negri’s ‘A Woman 
Commands,’ her first for Pathe. 
Selznick was not invited to the 
Santa Barbara sneak showing and 
boiled when he heard about it, 
claiming that as vice-pres. of Pathe 
he should have been informed. 

Rogers is said to have countered 
that the preview was merely to get 
audience reaction before final 
cutting, and that, anyhow, the pic- 
ture had almost been completed be- 
fore the Selznick dynasty began. 

Selznick then had the film run 
off at Radio. 


KANS. WOMEN CENSORS 
RUIN ‘FRANKENSTEIN’ 


Kansas City, Dec. 14. 

‘Frankenstein,’ Universal’s thriller, 
may be kept out of Kansas by the 
state’s board of picture censors 
through 34 cuts made in the talker, 
which practically destroys it as a 
picture. 

The entire eighth reel, with the 
exception of a short interior in the 
home of Baron Frankenstein, is 
ruined. This reel shows the de- 
struction of the man-made creature 
on the roof of a mill, by fire, set by 
an angry mob. The board’s report 
says the film shows cruelty and 
tends to debase morals. 

Action of the censors will hold out 
the film from some 400 picture the- 
atres in Kansas, including cities of 
Topeka, Wichita, Leavenworth and 
Kansas City, Kans, 

The Kansas censor board consists 
of Hazel Myers, Kansas City, Kans.; 
Mrs. Edward Redmond, Kansas City, 
Kans.; Jessie Hodges, Olathe. 

The picture ‘Frankenstein’ was 
shown at the Mainstreet, here 
(Kansas City, Mo.), last week to ca- 
pacity business. 


RKO’s Coast Feeling 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
News of settlement of RKO’s re- 
financing greatly relieved the. RKO- 
Pathe studio personnel out here. 
Employees at the studios, as well 
as at the RKO theatres, had been 
upset by the condition. They had 
spent most of the past couple weeks 
scurrying after proxies. 














MARY ASTOR STAYS 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Mary Astor, whose status was in 
doubt at Radio, will continue at 
that studio. 
Actress submitted to a contract 
adjustment which gave her less 





than called for by the option. 


FOX’S BIG PORTAGE 


Change to Movietone City Starts 
Next Wk.—Ben Kurtzel in Charge 








Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Ben Wurtzel, Sol’s brother, con- 
tinues at the Fox studios in charge 
of maintenance and to supervise 
the migration of the production 
end frém the Western avenue plant 
out to Movietone City. The big 
portage starts next week. 


Expectations within the organi- 
zation are that the studio offices and 
technical staffs will complete the 
jump within two weeks. 

Fox, this time really intending to 
move to Movietone City will not 
attempt to dispose of its Western 
avenue studio property yet. 

Real estate market being what it 
is supplies the reason. 


Further personnel cuts are _ in- 
evitable as Fox undertakes its move 
from Hollywood to Movietone City. 
Capt. Hilliard, assistant to the 
ousted H. Keith Weeks, is the 
latest to be let out. 


‘GIRL CRAZY’ AT 
ORIENTAL, CHI, 
FOR $7,500 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

First booking of a condensed legit 
musical comedy into a picture 
house for four shows daily is now 
‘Girl Crazy,’ after two months 
at the legit Garrick, goes into the 
Publix-B.&K. Oriental on 
(18). : 

At the reported price of $7,500 the 
show delivers, besides the 61 people 
in the cast, seven stagehands and 
three musicians, one of whom is 
the leader. Heading the cast now 
are Gregory Ratoff, the producer; 
Vivian Janis and Frances Upton. 
Ratoff did an m.c. for a tour of the 
B.&K. deluxe houses last spring. 


All scenery and props remain in- 
tact. Scenes will be cut in order 
to squeeze the show into a playable 
running time. While they are work- 
ing to cut the show down sharply, 
it’s likely that it will run closer to 
75 minutes rather than the regular 
40 minutes allotted to the usual pic- 
|ture house presentations, 


Equity has washed its hands of 
the show as long as it plays the 
picture houses on a four-a-day pol- 
icy, stating that the dates are en- 
tirely outside its jurisdiction. Shu- 
berts also are making no effort to 
restrain the booking. 

According to present plans, the 
musical will move on to Cléveland 
for a regular legit appearance the 
week following the Oriental. 








set. 
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Spread of Part-Time Operation 
Expected Across Country Next Yr. 





Squash Closing Rumors 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Warner Bros. has announced the 
starting dates of 17 features, which 
will go into work between the first 
of December and March, 

Declaration was issued principally 
to smother rumors that the studio 
is to close down. This mouth-to- 
mouth whispering had been around 
for two weeks. 


Academy Powerless 
At B. 0., Say Bankers, 
Cutting Appropriation 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Skepticism of visiting bankers, 
who want to know what the Acad- 
emy of MP Arts and Sciences means 
to the box office, have the industry's 
only research body about to take a 
10% budget cut. 

Pruning is anticipated in the $68,- 
000 subsidy from the Association of 
MP Producers. This amount is pro- 
rated among member studios. Acad- 
emy’s only other income is dues, 
about $25,000 a year. 


PATHE MOVES DEC. 19; 
MORE OUTS CROP UP 


Culver City, Dec. 14. 

Pathe organization moves over to 
Radio’s studio next.Saturday (19), 
according to Charles B. Rogers. 

Moving day will be celebrated by 
Harry Joe Brown, Sid Rogell, Val 
Paul, Grayden B. Home (auditor), 
Carroll Clark (art chief), Gwen 
Wakeling (costume designer) and 
Phil Gersdorf. Fred Lalley, whose 
contract goes to June, is understood 
to be the merger production man- 
ager. 

Non-celebrators include Charles 
Richards, casting director, and Jane 
McDonough, publicity. More option 
victims are Bill Boyd and Marian 
Shilling. 


U. A. Sending ‘Arrowsmith’ 
Thru Keys at $1.50 Top 


‘Arrowsmith’ (UA), currently at 
the Gaiety, New York, will be road- 
showned in Boston, Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Cleveland, Washington, 
Kansas City and Los Angeles. Only 
opening date and theatre thus far 
set is the Tremont, Boston, for 
Christmas Day. 

All showings will be twice daily 























at a $1.50 top. 





Congressmen Figure Proposed 
Amusement Tax in ‘Nuisance’ Class 





Washington, Dec. 14. 

Expressed opposition to an 
amusement tax comes from some 
Congressional minds. From what 
can be gathered, the 10% amuse- 
ment slap, like others recommended 
in Secretary Mellon’s report, are 
considered as ‘nuisance’ taxes. 

Also has been ascertained that 
the matter may not be taken up by 
the House Committee on Ways and 
Means before Jan. 1. Angle there 
is that the committee members 
want to study and properly investi- 
gate Mellon’s recommendations be- 
fore acting. Whether this commit- 
tee reports favorably or not is open. 

So far no figures are available as 

to the estimated income to be de- 
rived from such a theatre tax. 
Indications are that the commit- 
tee will reject certain of Mellon’s 
provisions, but it is not certain that 
the amusement tax will be one of 
these, 
Congressman James W. Collier of 
Mississippi, chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee, is known to 
be opposed to the so-called ‘nuis- 
ance taxes.’ Politically speaking, the 
Democratic reaction seems to be 
that Mellon’s recommendations will 
be acecpted only if proved the sole 
way out. 








$1,000,000 ESTIMATE 
FOR U’S ‘ND.’ REMAKE 


Universa] City, Dec. 14. 

Success of Universal's horror 
group, enhanced by the reception of 
‘Frankenstein,’ has Car] Laemmle 
figuring on a remake of ‘Hunchback 
of Notre Dame.’ 

He believes the picture cannot be 
made for less than $1,000,000, with 
indecision so far as to whether to 
spend such an amount at this time. 

If the picture goes it will have 
either Boris Karloff of ‘Franken- 
stein’ or Bela Lugosi of ‘Dracula’ in 
the former Lon Chaney part. 








Loew-Lawrence West 


Arthur Loew and Laudy Law- 
rence left for the Coast by plane 
Friday (11). Lawrence’ arrived 
from Europe Wednesday (9), after 
being abroad four months. 

Both men will remain west sev- 
eral weeks talking over the foreign 
situation with the studio. 

Plane carrying Loew and Laurence 
was forced down at Albany, N. Y., 
because of bad weather. They con- 
tinued the rest of the way by rail. 


Part time operation of theatres, 
making considerable headway this 
fall and winter as a result of condi- 
tions, will be noticeably prevalent in 
all parts of the U. 8S. by next sum- 
mer. Inability to corner enough 
product to go around, particularly in 
situations where a chain has more 
than one theatre, will contribute to 
the rise of the number of such 
houses, according to the theatre 
concerned in the matter. 

Another factor in the use of part- 
time policies is the sluffing of prod<« 
uct bought on national] deals. Many 
films concerned in such agreements 
are deemed worthy of keeping & 
theatre going six or seven days 2 
week. 

Numerous houses of various cire 
cuits have already gone in permae- 
nently for part-time playing. They 
are in widely separated parts of the 
country, and in most every instance 
follow many years’ use of the policy 
in small towns in New England. 

One and Two Days 

In some six-day towns houses 
open on Fridays only while in others 
they are open Fridays and Satur- 
days. Policy and days are figured 
out by the chains according to their 
other theatres in the same situation, 
if having any, product available, 
opposition, etc. 

Until the arrival of adverse con« 
ditions the part-time operation for« 
mula was confined to independents, 
many of which, and particularly in 
smaller towns and whistle stops, 
were open only two and three days 
weekly. This policy, with days cut 
down in many instances, has in- 
creased with indies during the past 
year. 


FULL EDITORIAL 
POWER WITH 
PAR. BOARD 


Hollywood, Dec, 14. 

Paramount ‘s set on its new ,pro- 
duction arrangements which g@ 
into effect immediately. New sch@éme 
removes story authority from any 
individual and places it in the 
hands of an editorial board. 

Instead of a scenario editor head- 
ing the department, script selection 
is in the hands of a group, headed 
by Percy Heath, which includes 
Edward J. Montagne, former sce- 
nario ed, and Alan Rinehart, son 
of Mary Roberts Rinehart, who will 
look after the book publishing con- 
tracts. 

This means that Heath is now 
ir on every story for selection, sug- 
gestions and consultation. This 
board will also sit on ideas from 
writers, encouraging the latter te 
a& greater extent than at present. 
The board is expected to perfect 
the story with the writers before 
handing the : -ript to the associate 
producers to be put into work. 

This fits into the arrangement 
which places all production for the 
coming year under a group of as- 
sociates, Including Hector Turn- 
bull, Barney Glazer, Louis Lighton 
and Lloyd Sheldon with B. P. Schil- 
berg in charge. Schulberg will per- 
sonally produce a limited number 
of specials under this arrangement. 


UA Possible Distrib 


Of Eisenstein Picture 


United Artists may handle Amer- 
ican distribution on the Serge Eis- 
enstein picture made in Mexico. 
Film is based on an Upton Sinclair 
novel and was made largely with 
money raised by Sinclair. 

Talk was that Amkino would dis- 
tribute, but Eisenstein is understood 
to prefer American handling to take 
off the Soviet stigma on sales. 














FOX’S BORROWED PLAYERS 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Barbara Weeks will be kept at 
Fox for another picture. She was 
borrowed from United Artists for 
‘Steppin’ Sisters’ and stays on to do 
‘First Cabin.’ 

Charlotte Greenwood 
ing borrowed 


is also be- 
from Metro for 





‘Cabin.’ 
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Par Arranges to Extend Payment 


Of Its Guaranteed Rubens Stock 





Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Reported here that Paramount 
has reached a rearrangement with 
the Great States circuit stockhold- 
ers on the payment to them of 
guaranteed Paramount stock at $80 
a share, due January 2, next. 

Around $4,000,000 is said to be 
involved. That was the amount 
paid in guaranteed Par stock for the 
Great Lake theatre properties. 

Principally among the Great 
States stockholders is the Rubens 
family, of this state, where all of 
the house are located, and outside 
ef Chicago. Two main Rubens are 
J.J.and L. M.* J J. Rubens is now 
the operator for Par of the former 
Great States circuit, which was 
built up by him. 

Terms of the postponement not 
reported. Believed to be something 
en the basis of a year. 

It has been variously reported 
during 1931 as similar guaranteed 
Par stock given for purchase prices 
of theatre circuits added by Para- 
mount, came due and were paid by 
Paramount, that the holders of the 
guarantees in each instance volun- 
tarily offered to waive the maturity 
date until Paramount on the Ex- 
change more closely approached the 
guarantee. The guarantees are said 
to have run from $75 to $85 a share, 
according to conditions under which 
they were issued. 

In no case did Paramount take 
advantage of the offers. Each guar- 
antee as maturing has been prompt- 
ly paid. 

It was recently announced by 
Paramount upon John Hertz becom- 
ing chairman of Paramount’s 
finance board and his Chicago asso- 
ciates going on the company’s board 
of directors, that there would be 
around $12,000,000 of Paramount’s 
guaranteed stock to circuit sellers 
due by March 1, next. 


PAR SALARY TRIMS 
AT NO FIXED RATE 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

While the Paramount studio will 
not be given a specific percentage 
cut, the payroll will be trimmed by 
degrees as options come up on ex- 
isting agreements. This is accord- 
ing to B. P. Schulberg who adds 
that the procedure will be a read- 
justment to current b. o. values 
with no arbitrary rate. 

Crew manning will be kept to a 
minimum, recent technical letouts 
being only temporary and the usual 
between picture action, says Schul- 
berg. 

Instead of any production let-up 
the plant intends to have eight 
pictures under the lights in Janu- 
ary instead of the four originally 
planned. 


COHEN SET AS ZUKOR’S 
PAR STUDIO CONTACT 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Adolph Zukor left here today 
(Monday) for New York after a 
four weeks visit at the Paramount 
studio, with Emanuel Cohen follow- 
ing a week later. 

Cohen will remain east several 
weeks and then return to resume 
his eastwest contacting with re- 
ported financial authority for Zukor 
on the lot. 
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The Old Question 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Only semblance of optimism 
these days is around the Coast 
independent lots where the out- 
side producing boys are figur- 
ing on fitting the scheme of 
things again. It follows re- 
ports that the majors will be 
in the market next year for 
increased independent product 
to fill out their programs. 

Indies are going back in 
flights of imagination to the 
former days when the inde- 
pendent meant something here 
—those days before the majors 
decided to concentrate all their 
product on their own lots. 

As the boys talk, the present 
gloom at the majors is a sil- 
vered-tipped cloud for the out- 
siders. Dreams get rosier and 
rosier, until someone chirps— 
*‘Where’re you going to get the 
cash?’ 

















2 $65 Week Musicians 
Working 10 Mins. a Day 
Let Out by State, Minn. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 14. 


As an economy measure, the 
State has eliminated its non-syn- 
chronized operators, saving the 
Publix house over $100 a week, but 
putting two members of the mu- 
sicians’ union out of jobs. 

To draw the regular musicians’ 
union scale, the State pair worked 
from six to 10 minutes a day, 
putting on phonograph records dur- 
ing the showing of silent trailers 
advertising pictures in other Pub- 
lix houses and at the start of each 
new performance. 

The local musicians’ union re- 
quired the employment of regular 
-union musicians for the task at 
some $65 a week each. 

Uptown, neighborhood house, is 
the only theatre still using the non- 
synch, 


BELIEVE GRAUMAN IN 
CHINESE IS M-G MOVE 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 


Sid Grauman’s return to manage- 
ment of the Chinese theatre Christ- 
mas Day is reported an idea initi- 
ated outside of Fox-West Coast. 

Belief is Metro has a piece of the 
house and wants a flashier premiere 
setting for its product. ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G), current, will be followed by 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), plus a Grau- 
man prolog. 

Oscar Oldhnow, executive vice- 
president of FWC, states that Grau- 
man assumes complete directorial 
control of his former theatre on a 
salary and percentage of the profits 
arrangements. 
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SIDETRAGKED BY 
PREOOING ITEM 


But Subject Is on Minds of 
Film Bankers as Future 
Possibility—Absorbed by 
Present Problems Now 
with Various Schemes for 
Future Management 








DUAL POLICY FAVORED 





No more divided opinion can be 
found anywhere than among the 
downtown minds on the question 
invoked by some of their confreres, 
of moving film production to the 
east. That the plan is being con- 
sidered by certain of the money 


minds is known, but when the feas- 
ibility of such a move was sub- 
mitted for diagnosis it was shrugged 
away. 

Even the bankers snubbing the 
idea currently, however, are willing 
to venture the thought that such a 
thing eventually may happen. But 
concentration to overcome the pres- 
ent slide in business is the biggest 
thing ahead to the picture bankers. 

Most of the financial men talking 
are thinking, as always, from the 
money angle. Some of the more ex- 
perienced banker heads, as regards 
the show business, also venture to 
discuss the industry’s personnel. 

Many changes in personnel can 
be expected along every company 
front within the next year, or until 
the stability that the bankers are 
seeking arrives. Each of the banker 
groups involved seems to be follow- 
ing its own system in accomplish- 
ing this purpose. 

Teams in Charge 


As near as can be learned, there 
are two financial groups taking the 
road of double or dual management 
systems. Hence, certain film com- 
panies sooner or later will probably 
find themselves guided by a sort of 
team arrangement. These teams, in 
the home office and the studio, will 
likely comprise a showman and a 
banker, or representatives with 
equal authority. Whether or not 
such a trend may reach Paramount 
is open to conjecture. However, this 
is believed to be the angle of John 
Hertz as chairman of the Par 
finance committee, who rides side 
by side with Adolph Zukor. 

This trade belief is only drawn 
from indications, but the example 
evidently being set forth by Para- 
mount is the policy now talked of 
by two banking groups affiliated 
with other major film companies, 
though thus far not applied. When 
and if ventured it may depend upon 
the Par experiment if that is an ex- 
periment. 

It is the general consensus of 
those who have been queried, and 
they include about every banking 
source directly affiliated with pic- 
tures, that the film companies sur- 
viving the present abnormal condi- 
tions will come out on top of the 
heap to stay there. 








207, Less Films—30% More Time; 
Idea Cuts 100 Pictures Off Schedules 





Around 20% fewer features from 
the big companies and at least a 
30% increase in playing time are 
shaping as the major items in the 
program of the Hays directorate 
which had its session of producers 
postponed last week until all can 
be present for a final vote. 

The fact that production sched- 
ules for '31-'32 have been announced 
is admitted to mean not so much 
right now. Emerging measures are 
the vogue. That independent film 
makers will spring up from all sides 
and attempt to take advantage of 
the seeming reduction in major pro- 
duction is expected. 





The saving by a 20% reduction 
is not looked upon as much from the 
dollar angle as from an improve- 
ment in quality of the pictures. As 
a matter of finance a 20% slice 
would represent about 100 features 
being scratched off next season's 
schedules. If the average budget on 
a picture gets down to $200,000 per 
feature, such a slash will then rep- 
resent a reduction in expenditure 
of around $20,000,000. This is not 
being counted upon as ‘saving’ since 
studio overhead continues regard- 
less of production activity and, also, 
since more money will be required 
for the quality budget considered. 





EASTERN PRODUCTION IDEA 








| Anticipate Investigation of 


All Picture Co. Financing as 
Aftermath of Dill-RKO Action 





22 Relatives 





Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

E. McIntyre, representative 
of the Chase Bank on the Fox 
lot, has displayed such con- 
versance with studio matters 
and personnel that the belief 
is current the bankers have in- 
vestigators planted in the stu- 
dio. 

One thing brought out by 
combing the staff is that one 
of the studio execs had 22 rela- 
tives on the pay roll. 


Undaunted Chi 


Opens Houses 
Despite Gloom 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 


There are more picture theatres 
open in Chicago today than any 
time in the history of the city. This 
in spite of the howling among ex- 
hibitors that business is shot. Last 
week three theatres opened. Next 
week three more open; one of them 
brand new. 

Shooting galleries shuttered for 
years are back in business. Reason 
for the number of reopenings is 
the unusually low rents now being 
asked. Houses seating 300, 400 and 
500 can be had for monthly rates as 
low as $75. Figured with the only 
one-operator ruling for the less 
than 400-seat houses, it’s a com- 
bination bringing the old time ex- 
hibs back into the business and 
enticing newcomers to the field. A 
number of opening circuits of two 
and three houses. 

Profits in some spots having been 
cut sharply, the exhibs figure that 
by doubling the number of houses, 
both showing small profits, they can 
remain at former total gross levels. 

Today there are only three or four 
shooting galleries dark and these 
spots are so ramshackle and wea- 
therbeaten that they probably could 
not pass the fire regulations. 

Opened last week were the Alma, 
New Albany and Madison Circle. 
Christmas Day brings three more 
back into circulation—the Rosette, 
Kedzie and the new Publix-B. & K. 
Southtown. 


WB Gets Enough 
Proxies to Canter — 
Thru Annual Meet 


With well over 2,000,000 proxies, an 
ample majority, the Warner broth- 
ers had everything their own way 

















at the annual WB stockholders’ 
meeting in Wilmington, Del., yes- 
terday (14). 


At noon the home office was very 
confident of victory in the receiver- 
ship action started by an unreg- 
istered holder of 310 shares of stock. 
WB expected action late the same 
afternoon that would witness the 
dismissal of the motion. 

No changes were made in the 
Warner directorate, the same group 
being retained in the saddle, even 
to Waddil Catchings, former Gold- 
man-Sachs contact, who has been 
since described as an officer in the 
picture company. 

Only motion described as nove! 
during the entire meeting was that 
of restoring the value of the Warner 


common stock to a $5 level. This, it 
was pointed out by home office 
execs, does not entail additional 


funds from the stockholders, but is 
simply a matter of ‘bookkeeping.’ 
Warners is still without banking 


Washington, Dec. 14. 

Mysterious but by no means un- 
certain sentiment is current that the 
72d Congress will be asked to inves- 
tigate the entire financial structure 
of the film industry. Indirectly it is 
apt to come by way of an inquiry 
into the refinancing of certain com- 
panies. The inquest will supposedly 
originate in the U. S. Senate. 
Political and financial observers 
see such a move as a result of the 
resolution introduced in the Senate 
by Clarence C. Dill, Senator from 
Washington, calling for an inquiry 
into the refinancing plans now cur« 
rent for RKO. Those who should 
know the mental quirks of the Cap- 
ital swingers are speculating that if 
the Dill resolution comes before the 
Senate it will bear an amendment 
to include the refinancing of all film 
concerns. 
That certain financial men in and 
outside the Capital have pressed for 
the investigation seems certain. It 
is unlikely any such inquiry will 
be undertaken without consultation 
of principal film men as to such @ 
move, 

Besides RKO, the most recent re« 
financing arrangements for a come 
pany have been via the Chase bank 
for Fox. 

Dill’s Paper 
Dill’s resolution in full follows: 
‘Whereas Radio Corporation of 
America has a substantial stock 
interest in Radio-Keith-Orpheum 

Corporation; and 

‘Whereas Radio - Keith - Or- 
pheum Corporation has publicly 
declared it has been unable 
through any bank or banks to se- 


cure necessary financial assist- 
ance; and 


‘Whereas the proposed plan for 
refinancing Radio - Keith - Or- 
pheum Corporation requires sub- 
scriptions by each stockholder te 
a pro rata of $11,600,000 deben- 
eures of said corporation, and by 
failure so to do such stockholder 
is deprived of three-fourths of his 
shares of stock, and the same is 
turned over to Radio Corporation 
of America as a bonus for pur- 
chasing such stockholder’s unsub- 
scribed debentures; and 


‘Whereas such plan unfairly at- 
fects the interests of over 25,- 
000 stockholders of 10 or more 
shares of Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
Corporation stock, and gives Ra- 
dio Corporation of America other 
special privileges and shares of 
stock; and 

‘Whereas the stockholders have 
been threatened by the president 
of Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corpo- 
ration with a receivership of said - 
corporation unless the plan is car- 
ried out and that a receivership 
would probably result in the loss 
of the entire investment of stock- 
holders; Therefore be it 


‘Resolved, That the Senate 
Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, or any sub-committee 
thereof, as authorized by Senate 
Resolution 71 of the Tist Con- 
gress, agreed to May 5, 1930, is 
hereby authorized and directed to 
fully investigate the refinancing 
of Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corpo- 
ration, and particularly the own- 
ership, sale and transfer and price 
on the New York Stock Exchange 
of the stock of said corporation 
during the calendar year 1931, and 
the committee, or any subcom- 
mittee thereof, is authorized and 
empowered to exercise for ths 
purpose of this resolution all the 
powers and authority contained 
in said Senate Resolution 71. 
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companies, It was also stated af 
the home office that the firm has née 
intention of resuming such a relae 
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Showmen May Seek 


Wage Rebate as Canavan Resigns 


New L. A. Vote on 








na 


Hope for reconsideration of the 
rebate proposal calling for 10% and 
15% reductions by stage hands and 
operators, voted down by a large 
majority of I. A. locals, lies with 
William C, Elliott, successor to Wil- 
liam F. Canavan, who resigned sud- 
denly Wednesday (9) as president 
of the I. A. T. S E. Whether 
Elliott and his executive board will 
make an effort to put through a re- 
bate along new lines is not indicat- 
ed, but with reports saying it was 
under consideration before Canavan 
resigned, there is some prospect of 
a move in that direction, it is be- 
lieved. 
Elliott has no statement to make 
one way ofr another, but a spokes- 
man apparently speaking officially 
said the first rebate vote was final 
and a means of reducing present 
scales will not be reconsidered. 
Immediately following Canavan’'s 
resignation, Sam Katz and Ed 
Schiller, asked for a meeting witn 
Elliott with a reported view to fur- 
ther consideration by the I. A. of 
a much-needed scale cut at this 
time. Conference was to be held 
Friday (11) but was postponed at 
Schiller’s request due to sudden ill- 
ness, not serious. Elliott decided 
to go to Cincinnati, leaving that dav 
(Friday). He will return Thursday 
with likelihood confab with Katz 
and Schiller will be held the end of 
the week. 

The day before it was reported 
Canavan was determined to effect a 
reduction in scales at the behest of 


Tuschinskys Interested in 
New 16M. Sound Device 


A new invention on file with the 
U. S. Patent Office is claimed to 
make practical utilization of 16 mm. 
sound-on-film immediate. Device is 
supposed to be the brainchild of 
one James Miller, and among the 
concerned parties are the Tuschin- 
sky interests of Holland. 

Although patents have not yet 
been granted on Miller’s claims, the 
Tuschinskys have completed nego- 
tiations for the European rights. 
Will Tuschinsky, son of A. Tus- 
chinsky, Amsterdam theatre own- 
er, presumably closed the deal with 
Miller in New York. 

Patent is one which permits the 
recording of sound on the small film 
directly and without either a previ- 
ous or secondary process of dub- 
bing or printing for immediate 
playback. Its correlative value in 
the 35 mm. field is thus also claimed. 
Miller has been interested in 
sound film mechanics for several 
years and is said to have been the 
owner of Vitavox, having to do with 
sound on film, which he later sup- 
posedly sold to a major film firm. 


U Has 10 to Go Before 
Seasonal March Closing 














the chains, and was intending to 
call a special convention of the I. A. 
shortly after Jan. 1 to present a 
rebate proposal which, it was be- 
lieved, would meet with the favor 
of local unions. 

That proposal would carry the 
understanding that theatres in con- 
sideration of a 36-week rebate 
would extend contracts to Septem- 
ber, 1933, at the present scales. 
Inside lowdown on quick and unan- 
imous voting of many locals against 
the 36-week rebate at first recom- 
mended was the fear that when this 
period was up, in August, just be- 
fore contract negotiation time, the- 
atres would insist on new agree- 
ments calling for salaries on a basis 
of rebate figures. 

Another angle which is said to 
have figured in the majority vote 
against the first proposal was the 
attitude that a 36-week rebate on 
top of last summer's 10-week cut 
would leave union men with only 
six weeks out of the year on full 
scale, with that in itself providing 
theatres with tco strong an argu- 
ment on renewal of contracts at 
lower wages. 

Canavan Silent 

Elliott, newly chosen prexy of the 
I. A., was first vice-president of the 
Alliance until Canavan suddenly 
walked. He had made his head- 
quarters in Cincinnati, but was east 
with other executive board mem- 
bers, possibly to listen to Canavan’'s 

eported second proposal for a cut. 

Canavan immediately went silent 
after resigning, refusing to make 
any statement. While it is surmised 
the refusal of I. A.’s locals to sup- 
port him on the rebate proposition 
was largely responsible for his quit- 
ting the Alliance flat, subsequent 
developments which may have car- 
ried inability to reach exec board 
accord on a second rebate proposal 
are believed to have figured. 

On the other hand, this same 
board approved the original Cana- 
van recommendation, locals them- 
selves defeating it by their disap- 
pointing vote. This original action 
by the exec board lends some hope 
that Elliott may try to carry 
through a substitute rebate idea 
calling for automatic extension of 
contracts with theatres to 1933. 

Unless a special convention is 
called to elect another president, 
declared not mandatory under the 
bylaws, the next I. A. presidential 
election will come up at the annual 
convention next June. 

For the past two terms Canavan 
has wanted to dodge the presidency 
of the I. A., due to poor health, but 
in both instances influential men 
in the union urged him to stay. 

Canavan had been an executive 
of the Alliance for 22 years, last 
seven of which he has served as the 
Alliance’s president. Previous to 
that, for 15 years, he was a v. p. 
in St. Louis, his home town. 

When Charles C. Shea was re- 
moved from office in the fall of 1924, 
Canavan automatically moved into 
the prexy’s chair. He will return to 
St. Louis to live, it is said. 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Universal will keep busy until 
March, when, according to present 
indications, the studio will close for 
the usual end of the season shut- 
down, 
Ten pictures will go into produc- 
tion between now and that time. 
Bucking Consolidated Lab. Multi- 
color and other local developers, 
Universal has hired King Charney, 
Agfa rep here, to get outside busi- 
ness for the U lab. 
Charney leaves Agfa Dec. 31 with 
Dr. Herbert Myers, present tech- 
nical man at the raw stock plant 
here, replacing him. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Dec. 18 

Paramount — ‘Heaven on 
Earth’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Maker of Men’ (Col). 

Capitc! — ‘Private Lives’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—‘Sooky’ (Par) (19). 

‘Strand—'‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). 

Mayfair—‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
(3a week). 

Winter Garden—‘Her Majes- 
ty, Love’ (FN) (4th week). 

Rialto—‘Tonight or Never’ 
(UA) (17). 

Warner’s — ‘Secret Witness’ 
(Col). 





Week Dec. 25 

Paramount—‘Husband’s Holi- 
day’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Delicious’ (Fox). 

Capitol — ‘Private Lives’ 
(Metro) (2d week). 

Rivoli—‘Sooky’ (Par) (24 
week). 

Strand—‘Under 18’ (WB). 

Mayfair— ‘Peach 0’ Reno’ 
(Radio) (24). 

Winter Garden—‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) (24). 

Rialto — “Tonight or Never’ 
(U) (2d week). 





$2 Pictures 
‘The Champ’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(6th week). 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (Gaiety) 
(2d week). 
‘Explorers of the World’ 
(Raspin) (Criterion) (14). 





Foreign Films 
‘Struggle for Life’ (Amkino) 
(Russian) (Cameo) (2d week). 
‘Elisabeth von Oesterreich’ 


(Gottschalk) (German) (Eu- 
ropa) (2d week). Y 
‘Emil und die Detektive’ 


(Ufa) (German) (Ufa-Cosmo- 
politan) (18). 














Lens Lads Stil Talking 
Over Proposed 507 Cut 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Cameramen’s local is still holding 
meetings regarding the producers’ 
request for salary cuts up to 50%. 
Factions failing to reach decision 
at a general conference yesterday 
(Sunday). 

Private feeling among camermen 
is against a walkout at this time 
with Harold Hurd, business repre- 
sentive, urging that they try to get 
together with the producers. 





Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 


(Fifteenth of series of articles on motion pictures in the classroom.) 





(Colleges and schools when writ- 
ing to this column are requested 
to state in their first letter nature 
of the information requested. Where 
the subject suggested has not been 
previously covered, ‘Variety’ will 
investigate and endeavor to make 
an article of the same.) 

Governmental investigations into 
the values, difficulties, and financing 
by schools in the U. S., of visual 
education, are worthy of study by 
all producers in or about to enter 
the curriculum field. 

While the final report was made 
immediately before either Fox or 
Western Electric actively entered 
the sales development, and while, 
therefore, practically the entire gov- 
ernment survey is based upon the 
industry’s earlier and silent at- 
tempts to enter the classroom, yet, 
in those reports, is data which will 
be as applicable during the next 
year and the years to come as it 
was for the first eight months of 
1931, 

Here are what the majority of 
teachers in 517 schools, which the 
government selected for its test 
medium among those using class- 
room films, register as ‘difficulties.’ 

(1) Rapidity of movement in the 
film, swiftness of change from point 
to point and the expensive content 
often leads the pupil to be unable 
to make recall] accurately and suc- 
cessfully. 

(2) Films for educational use are 
sometimes a succession of views, 
where no motion, development or 
process is involved. 

(3) The percentage of footage of 
titles is often too high. 

(4) It is not usually possible for 

a teacher to make sufficient detailed 
study of the film to get the maxi- 
mum value from its use. 
(5) Expense of the films them- 
selves and the difficulty of projec- 
tion prevent a wider use of educa- 
tional films 





(6) One film might be made use 
of in sevéral different relations if 
certain alterations could be made. 
Eliminating portions to make this 
possible cannot be readily effected. 

(7) The need to darken the 
school room while the picture is be- 
ing shown, 


The Perfect Handbook 


In connection with this phase of 
its investigation, the Government 
reports that the vast majority of 
teachers desire aid phamplets. 

The suggestion for the perfect 
handbook is for one that is less like 
the exhibitor press sheet, and de- 
void of advertisements. It is de- 
scribed: 

‘This handbook should include a 
bibliography for study, suggested 
pupil activities which might grow 
out of a showing of the picture, and 
objective tests based on the ma- 
terial in the picture.’ 


Such phamplets should be re- 
ceived in advance of the delivery 
of the film so as to give the teacher 
sufficient chanc2 to familiarize her- 
self with the picture’s story and 
educational possibilities, 

Teachers are also favoring a pre- 
view of the picture prior to its 
projection in the assembly hall or 
classroom. 

Ways and means in which the 517 
test schools have financed their vis- 
ual education part of the curriculum 
reveal that approximately 48% were 
backed by boards of education. A 
table on the subject shows that 
counting upon donations from local 
business men to promote the film in 
the classroom is the final resort, 
they being credited .68%. 

Revenue from school entertain- 
ments is the next best bet, rating 
17.32%. In their order or this chart 
are the following: 

School funds, contributions, extra- 
curricular activities, Parent-Teach- 





ers Associations’ laboratory fee. 


————— 


Hollywood 
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department. 
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The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Ciubs on Spot 

Federal men are snapping locks 
on local night spots where there are 
no liquor sales on grounds of wrong- 
ful attitude toward prohib rules. 
Service with crockscrew, ginger ale 
and setups, as well as drunk pat- 
rons, considered evidence. One 
method is to spot an agent in the 
place, then have two others raid the 
joint, using the undercover man’s 
testimony as to instructions from 
waiters on what to do as basis for 
presucution. 





‘Hari’ Retakes 
Retake tailoring for ‘Mata Hari,’ 
at Metro, building up the Greta 
Garbo role and snipping some of the 
Novarro footage. 





Joel McCrea in ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
at Radio with Dolores Del Rio, 
starting about Feb. 1. 





John Medbury starts Dec. 18 over 
the NBC coast chain as m.c. and 
gagger for a coffee musical hour. 





U’s ‘Borneo’ Sequel 
As a sequel to ‘East of Borneo,’ 
Universal will do ‘Adventure Lady,’ 
Dean Collins’ ‘Liberty’ mag story. 
Will star Rose Hobart. Ernst L. 
Frank (ex-Laemmle) directing. 





B’more Loses ‘Christian’ 
Metro execs fee] John Barrymore’s 
personality doesn’t fit ‘The Chris- 
tian.’ Studio has cooled on the Hall 
Caine novel as his second after 
‘Arsene Lupin.’ 





Lubitsch Megging 

Ernst Lubitsch is supervising 
Chevalier’s ‘One Hour With You’ 
with his meg in hand. George 
Cukor, titular director, does consid- 
erable sitting out while Lubitsch 
uses his influence with the French 
star. 





Warner’s policy for its new West- 
ern theatre is entertainment un- 
touched by human hands. Organist, 
who was its one human interlude, 
is being dismissed. 





Robin’s Parting Gag 
After three months of writing 
lyrics on ‘One Hour With You’ at 
Paramount, Leo Robin is leaving for 
New York. 





New tune for ‘Girl Crazy’ is 
‘You’ve Got What Gets Me’ by the 
Gershwin lads. 





Bancroft as Brady 
Replacing the shelved ‘Through 
the Window,’ Par may do story 
based on life of ‘Diamond’ Jim Brady 
as one of the two left on George 
Bancroft’s contract, up in April. 





Second C. & H. Feature 
There will be a second Laurel and 
Hardy feature-length on the Hal 
Reach list, to be made before their 
next short. 





*‘U. S. C.-N. D.’ for Chi 
Sam Berkowitz to Chicago with 
prints of the complete Notre Dame- 
USC game film to find Loop spot. 
Rockne Memorial fund gets 20% of 
the profit. 





‘Cabin’ Back at Fox 

After being delayed since early 
November, ‘First Cabin’ went back 
on the Fox production sked for this 
week. Hamilton MacFadden direct- 
ing instead of Marcel Varnel, who is 
co-megging ‘Silent Witness’ with R. 
L. Hough. 





Finishing ‘Human Target’ for 
Burton King, J. P. McGowan, di- 
rector, started within a week on 
‘Lure of the Range’ for same pro- 
ducer at International. 





Leach at Par 
Archie Leach, from N. Y. musi- 
cals, has a Paramount termer, 





Pathe’s Spy Trouble 

Pathe’s marathon script is a spy 
story for Constance Bennett, revolv- 
ing around codes and ciphers, germ- 
inating from ‘America’s’ Black 
Chamber,’ by Herbert Yardley, here 
to assist on the story. Three writers 
being considered, with Horace Jack- 
son now working on a fourth idea, 
and none okayed. Soviet back- 
ground. 





‘Acquittal’ Remake 
Talker remake of ‘The ‘Acquittal’ 
will be filmed by Universal. Cyril 
Gardner to direct, and Genevieve 
Tobin as femme lead possibility. 
Dale Van Every and John Houston 
prepping. 





Psychological study in three reels, 
‘Caught,’ produced by Jack Jasper 
and Joe Steel. Latter, Richard 
Barthelmess’ p.a., directed. 


—— 





Harold Smith’s Op. 
Business rep of the International 








Sound Technicians, Harold Smith, 
convalescing from appendicitis, 
WB Youngsters Stay 
Options picked up on Geraldine 
Barten, Shirley Chambers and May 
Madison, Warner discoveries, 
Lindsay Flies East 
While awaiting a future writing 
task at Fox, Howard Lindsay got a 
(Continued on page 55) 


SUIT BY CLEVELAND 
EXHIBS SURPRISES 


Latest anti-combine charge, that 
of the Cleveland exhibs, came as a 
surprise to New York picture men, 
Last fall, it was recalled, a delegae 
tion of five Cleveland theatre men, 
with their lawyer, spent two days 
with Ed Schiller of Loew's. At the 
end of the conference, during which 
Loew’s made certain capitulations, 
it was understood that the Cleve- 
landites upon arriving home would 
send Schiller a letter officially call- 
ing off the battle and announcing 
the compromise. 

Filing of the suit with the govern- 
ment, therefore, could not be under- 
stood in New York. In the come 
plaint, it is pointed out by New 
York attorneys, no charge is made 
against protection as a system or 
any other phase generally pertain- 
ing to the industry which are neces- 
sary in such a suit. Only specific 
claim, it is contended, is that of 
Loew's protection over subsequent 
runs. 

. 
Vandals Rip Theatre 








Providence, Dec. 14. 

Union difficulties are blamed by 
the management of the Columbia 
theatre for a midnight raid by van- 
dals on the house last week in 
which several hundred _ dollars’ 
damage was done to equipment and 
film. 

Arthur Votolato, manager, told 
polite that besides ruining several 
thousand feet of film the culprits 
crippled a machine in the projece 
tion booth. * 

The Columbia is located in the 
heart of the Italian district here, 
and is being operated on an ‘open 
house’ basis, management refusing 
to accede in any way to union 
demands. 


Bomb Full Theatre 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Family theatre, Gary, Ind., was 
bombed Saturday night (12) while 
500 persons were in the theatre. 
Nobody injured. 

House has no union operators, as 
also the Pickwick in Park Ridge, 
which also drew a pineapple Sun- 
day night (13). Pickwick is owned 
by the Polka Brothers, whose house 
in Desplaines, Ili., received a stench- 
ing a week ago. 











Ted Lewis’ Follow-Ups 


Chicago, Dec. 14, 

Following his two weeks at the 
Oriental in the loop, Ted Lewis is 
getting three more weeks from Pub- 
lix. Starting Friday (18) he takes 
three consecutive sessions at the 
Publix-B. & K. Uptown here, then 
down into the Ambassador in St. 
Louis, and back into this town at 
the southside Tivoli. Probability 
that the Lewis band will aiso get 
the westside Paradise from B. & K. 





i t te fA 
Mme. Maurice Chevalier (Yvonne 
Valle.) 
Gordon Hollingshead. 
Phillip Cohen 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Emil Jensen. 

Judge Hyman Bushel. 
Hope Hampton. 

Jules E. Brulatour. 
Adolph Zukor. 

Ona Munson, 

Nella Walker 

Jean Harlow 

Joe Leo 
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Think Product Shortage by Feb. Will 
Kill Double Features in Chicago 





Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Final drastic cure of the double 
feature epidemic is predicted local- 
ly; to take place with explosive 
force during the month of February. 
The cure will come not as a result 
of the exhibitor-distributor discus- 
gions, but as a direct result of the 
revised producing plans of the 
major studios on the Coast. For 
February the start of a sharp short- 
age of product is expected. 

Already there are signs of a tight- 
enir: of the film supply. Prices, 
which were on the way down, are 
rapidly steadying themselves. 
Double feature houses are, beginning 
to foresee the impossibility of con- 
tinuing the dual policy, due to a 
lack of sufficient product, and indie 
first runs throughout the town are 
setting plans to accept second run 
bookings. Film row is _ buzzing 
frantically with these indications. 

National, Too 

’ This tightening of the film market 
means sure and sudden death for 
double features, not only locally but 
probably throughout the country. 
There may not be enough flickers 
to go around; surely not enough for 
double features. 

In the Loop, Publix-B. & K. has 
the upper hand, but even that cir- 
cuit may feel the pinch in such a 
spot as the Oriental which, even 
now, is taking outside product. If 
the State-Lake, now a run house, 
goes back to vaude it will mean 
that under a one week stand policy 
for pictures the house will be forced 
to use indie and even states-right 
material. If the house returns to 
vaudfilm it -vill likely lose the big 
ones on the Univérsal list in spite 
of the fact that RKO holds a na- 
tional deal with U. 

This is indicated by the threat of 
Universal last week to withdraw 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ from RKO 
locally if the State-Lake goes vaude. 
. Indie Woods and Loop-End are al- 
ready set to play second run 
product. 


Court Passes Tiffany 
Suit and Another Pends 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Cruze Productions and Tiffany 
have been instructed to arbitrate 
their contract differences by Supe- 
rior Court. The Cruze suit for ex- 
tension of time on the indie pictures 
called for, and Tiffany’s counter ac- 
tion for return of $58,800 alleged 
padded costs is therefore stayed. 

A new suit is pending against 
Tiffany by an assignee for James 
Whale. It repeats Whale’s claim of 
a@ $12,998 balance due on a one pic- 
ture contract a year ago. Original 
suit was against Tiffany Produc- 
tions, Inc. New suit names Tiffany 
Productions of California, a Dela- 
Ware corporation, and charges that 
latter’s organization and purchase of 
Tiffany-Stahl assets last March was 
a frudulent scheme to escape further 
liability to Whale. 

In looking for Tiffany assets to 
attach James Whale’s§ attorney 
served a garnishment on James Cruz 
Productions to tie up the $58,800 re- 
fund claimed by Tiffany. 


King’s Tieup Film 


Pasadena, Dec. 14. 
In a tieup with the Pasadena 
‘Post' Charles King opened his ex- 
Ploitation film week at Warner's 
Egyptian here Sunday. With Ros- 
coe Karns as the star and only pro- 
fessional, and Ed Carlie directing, 
King is making an amateur sound 
film around Pasadena streets and 
On the stage of the Egyptian. Has 
had a three weeks’ preliminary cam- 
paign by the theatre and paper. 
King has a large Pullman-type bus 
€quipped with sound and camera. If 
the trial week works out well he will 
troupe through the smaller Califor- 
nia cities, where he has six papers 
d up for potential week bookings, 




















Tiff Awaits Cash 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Tiffany studios, dark on a week- 
to-week basis since early November, 
is definitely shut until after Christ- 
mas. 

‘Hotel Continental’ got Earl Ham- 
mons’ okay, and the script of it and 
of the next Maynard western are 
ready, but the cash isn’t. Lot is 
now waiting the signal from L. A. 
Young in Detroit. 


Chi ‘News’ Gives B&K 
All Courtesies, but 
Still Won’t Take Ads 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Settlement of the battle between 
Publix-B.&K. and the Chicago 
‘Daily News’ appears still far off: 
It’s a one sided war, however, all 
on the side of the newspaper which 
has steadily refused to accept ad 
copy from the Publix circuit unless 
the ‘News’ gets as big a break as 
the rival sheet, the ‘American’ 
(Hearst). 

Publix continues to send copy 
over regularly, keeping up its half 
of the contract. While the ‘News’ 
refuses to print the copy it never- 
theless has not curtailed its re- 
views .of B-K pictures or in the 
number of free readers spotted in 
the news columns. B.&K, even 
seems to get more free space than 
ever. 

Circuit is reported as spending 
250,000 annually with the ‘News’ 
and saving that much pro rata as 
long as that paper inSists on parity 
with the Hearst evening sheet. 


Garson Says Multicolor 
Locked Him Out of Asia 


. Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Harry Garson, in the Orient the 
past four months to make a series 
of novelty shorts for Radio in Mul- 
ticolor, will return here’ shortly 
without making any pictures and 
claiming that Multicolor sold him 
the Asiatic rights to its process 
after they had sold it to Emil Jen- 
sen (not the Jensen of Tec-Art). 

Jensen, it is claimed by Garson, 
bought the process and the equip- 
ment in the old Multicolor plant on 
Occidental Blvd. and. shipped it to 
Shanghai. Garson did not learn of 
this until he arrived in that city and 
was informed by Jensen that he 
could not operate. 

Garson claims he paid Multicolor 
$25,000 for the Asiatic rights before 
he left this country, and an addi- 
tional $6,000 upon his arrival in 
Shanghai. Latter amount is being 
held by the American Express Com- 
pany here on instruction from Gar- 
son not to turn it over to the color 
company. 

Garson says he cabled Multicolor 
of the situation, but has been un- 
able to get any satisfactory reply. 


‘Sooky’ at Rivoli 


‘Sooky’ (Par) goes into the 
Rivoli, New York, following ‘Strug- 
gle’ (UA). -‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) 
will follow ‘Sooky.’ 

At the Rialto after ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA), with Publix figuring 
four or five weeks for the Swanson 
film, ‘Scarface’ (UA) will be the 
pick if ready. 


JEAN FINLEY’S NEW POST 
Kansas City, Dec. 14. 

Jean Finley, formerly with Pub- 
lix in New York and the south, has 
been appointed publicity and ad- 
vertising director for the Publix- 
Dubinsky chain throughout Missouri 
and Kansas. Arriving here last 
week from Dallas, he is now mak- 
in; a tour of the P-D houses. 

A year ago Finley operated a 
group of houses for Publix in Flor- 
ida. 
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NEW EXPERIENCE 
BEWILDERS MERS 


‘Blue Ghost’ on Stage, but 
No Publicity —Film Men 
Held Back by Budget, 
Lack of Instructions, No 
Press Book on Legit, Fear 
of Blundering—Show Did 
Indifferently in Wauke- 
gan, Elgin, Although 
Pleasing Those Who 
Came 





By Ben Bodec 





Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Mr. Pictures was introduced last 
week to Miss Legit in a number of 
nearby small towns and didn’t know 
what to do, or say, or how to ac- 
knowledge the introduction. After 
the first eight days they were still 
strangers, awkward in each other’s 
presence, and not knowing whether 
they were delighted to be ac- 
quainted or not. 

Miss Legit was represented by a 
50-minute condensed version of a 
mystery play, ‘The Blue Ghost’ re- 
cently at the Playhouse, Chicago, 
and before that in New York as a 
cutrater. Mr. Pictures was otherwise 
the Great States-Publix circuit. 

If what happened in the three II- 
linois towns that played ‘The Blue 
Ghost’ last week can be taken as 
a test, Publix’s inaugural dip into 
a policy of condensed legit ‘ ver- 
sions has,slim chances of clicking 
as a pulmotor to the boxoffice. 
Production chosen for the ex- 
periment rates as low hope so 
the cause for the fizzle doesn’t 
lie in that direction. If any- 
thing, it should be attributed to 
the unimaginative, inexpert way the 
circuit went about exploiting the in- 
novation, 

First week’s routing had the 
show in Aurora for a one-day stand 
(13), the next three days in Wau- 
kegan and the last half in Elgin. 
In not a single one of these towns 
did the circuit step out of the every- 
week rut of one-column matrices to 
tell the theatregoers about the new 
policy. Methods of exploitation 
heralding the entry of ‘The Blue 
Ghost’ differed none whatever from 
those used ordinarily for picture 
change occasions. House managers 
held down to iron-clad budgets 


(Continued on page 50) 





FILM TEST 
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Believe Kid Pictures Are Washed Up; 
Await Sooky as the Final Indicator 





Just Half 





Theatre construction in 1931 
has fallen to one-half of the 
total predicted at the begin- 
ning of the year. Instead of 
$84,000,000 being devoted to new 
theatres only $45,000,000 is es- 
timated by industry. officials to 
have been expended on such 


construction during this year. 
Current figures show that 
there are 7,000 sites listed as 


theatres in America which are 
minus sound. 


FRANKLIN QUITS 
THE H-F CHAIN 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Harold B. Franklin has resigned 
from Hughes-Franklin Theatres to 
operate independently. He will 
concentrate on the Paramount and 
United Artists theatres here. Oper- 
ator had taken them over from 
Publix individually after Howard 
Hughes vetoed acquisition for H-F. 

Reaction of Hughes is yet to be 
heard from. No recognition of the 
resignation has been made, and 
Hughes holds a five-year contract 
with Franklin, with four years to go. 

Difference of opinion over Frank- 
lin’s operation of the Publix houses 
on the side is only one reason for 
the breach, the preoccupation of 
Hughes with his Caddo and Multi- 
color problems having been reported 
as irking the theatre end. 

Matter of finance also figures. 
Hughes was supposed to invest 
$2,000,000 but stopped at $1,300,000. 
Franklin had invested nothing. 
After a year’s build-up of the chain, 
the showing Oct. 1 was claimed to 
be $30,000 profit, which Franklin 
considers okay for an infant outfit. 














Franklin and Fox-West Coast | 


agree in denying the rumor that he 
will go back to F-WC, 

Several circuits now in the H-F 
group. These have their own oper- 
ators, and may be returned to them 
by Hughes, unless the money man 
of the firm decides to continue in 
theatres. } 

Charles Robb, of the former 
Robb-Rowley circuit, is here to dis- 
cuss taking charge of operation of 
the Hughes-Franklin circuit. 





The Power of the Proxy 





No One in RKO Sitting Too High to Go 
Chasing Them 





No steadier grind last week in 
any RKO theatre than that per- 
formed by its minions in chasing 
proxies. No one in RKO was 
sitting too pretty to do some of the 
chasing. Everyone got orders to 
get ’em, except the RKO vaude 


agents who are not on the com- 
pany’s payroll. 

It was the first big Proxy Week 
of the show business. 

Execs of RKO and its various 
subsidiaries received lists of stock- 
holders upon whom to call and ask 
to ‘please sign here,’ They and the 
house managers split up the coun- 
try. Everybody had to get proxies; 
over one and one-half million 
shares of common stock votes were 
needed. 

In all of the RKO ranks it is 
said that Hardie Meakin, the RKO 
theatre head for Washington, D. C., 
did the mightiest clean up on the 
proxy thing. Meakin swept up 
Washington so well, with publicity 
besides proxies, that the RKO 
headquarters asked him to go over 





to Philadelphia to work that town 
likewise, 
Always Chasing 

Hustling proxies continued after 
the first RKO meeting of the spe- 
cial stockholders’ called Thursday 
(10) in FPaltimore. Though the 
RKO tellers had been counting 
votes from Monday until Thurs- 
day, and continued up to Saturday 
afternoon (12), the chasing for 
proxies never ceased. 

Wherever there was a common 
shareholder there was an RKO 
proxy getter, while the word proxy 
over the phone was the open 
sesame to any RKO exec. 

It was a national chase with 27,- 
000 RKO holders of 2,400,000 com- 
mon shares spread all over crea- 
tion. The house managers met the 
small holders, the wives at homes 
hugging the one or two shares 
their husbands had _ purchased. 
Some of the managers when asking 
for the proxy got a flatiron instead, 
or were chased out of the house. 

The RKO management finally 
won out, as reported elsewhere in 
this issue, 


+ 





Those theatre men who believe 
that kid pictures are practically 
washed up are waiting to see the 
results of ‘Sooky’ (Par), soon to be 
released, before making a final de- 
cision. Although having figured on 
numerous juvenile productions this 
season, ‘Sooky’ is the last on the 
Paramount schedule, with no others 
set to come up. It will probably be 
the last for Par and maybe any 
other producer, 

Par’s own theatre chain, Publix, 
has been sadly disappointed in the 
business done by kid pictures booked 
by it, including those of other pro- 
ducer-distributors. The circuit par- 
ticularly was discouraged with box- 
office returns on ’Skippy,’ with a 
Subsequent release, ‘Huckleberry 
Finn’ doing less. Attitude of the 
theatres is that both should have 
done better, 

Claiming more adult appeal, as in 
‘The Champ,’ Par-Pub is in hopes 
that ‘Sooky’ will hold up properly 
when reaching the screens. If not, 
then the lid is permanently down for 
a while on the all-kid film for Par- 
amount, and, at the same time, it is 
believed for other distribs. 

Of the pictures made to date with 
children and designed to draw fellow 
youngsters, “Tom Sawyer’ (Par), 
first to be released by any distrib- 
utor, has run up the best b. o. 
record, 

They prefer westerns as better 
draws, 





New Censor Lineup 
For Worcester Films 


Worcester, Dec. 14, 

Worcester’s crowd of ‘free show’ 
picture censors, whose activities 
brought theatre managers nothing 
but extra expense and booking diffi- 
culties, have been kicked out of their 
sinecure, 

Since 1916 all films have been 
passed on by members of 25 organ- 
izations, these members constituting 
the Worcester Board of Motion Pic- 
ture and Theatre Review. 

But last week Mayor O'Hara, Po- 
lice Chief Foley and W. D. Allen, as- 
sistant city solicitor, conferred with 
the managers and agreed to a plan 
whereby film censorship by the State 
Department of Public Safety will 
replace that of the local board. 

Under the new system the thea- 
tres will show only photoplays which 
have been approved for Sunday ex- 
hibition throughout the state. Ifany 
complaints are made against any 
film that has received state approval 
policeman will again review the 
picture, 

Approximately 75% of the yearly 
film output ig cut for Sunday show- 
ings, according to P. F. Healey, in 
charge of film cénsorship for the de- 
partment of public safety. This does 
not prevent the scenes objectionable 
on Sundays being restored on week- 
days. But restoration, according to 
Healey, can be done only with the 
approval of the licensing authorities 
of a City or town. Some of the dele- 
tions ordered for Sunday are so 
ridiculous that the impression pre- 
vails that Healey and his two as- 
Sistants are using a code handed 


down from the dear old Pilgrim 
days, 











N. Y. Elections 


New York indie exhibitors are 
about set now as a State organiza- 
tion and will elect Officers in Janu- 
ary. 

Most of the time of the state ex- 
ecutives will be spent in Albany 


watching the legislation for boxoffice 
effects, 








Dot Mackaill’s 1 Columbia 
Hollywood, Dec. 14, 
Out at Warner's in January, 
Dorothy Mackaill goes to Colum- 
bia for one picture, 
Film is Ursula Parrott’s ‘Love 





Affair.’ 
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Blond Crazy $34,000, Oriental; 
~ ‘Husband's Holiday, $39,000, Oke; 
‘Cheat, Roosevelt, $15,000, So-So 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 


Loop film business is retrenching 
for the two weeks preceding Christ- 
mas. Pictures in the run houses 
are being artificially and arbitrarily 
prolonged, home officials concurring 
on the belief it would be wasteful 
to replace current product with new 
and good pictures. Besides, Publix- 
B. & K. is already becoming ap- 
prehensive of the threat of a sharp 
film shortage and wants to squeeze 
each film as long as possible. 

All films now in run houses will 
etick until Christmas Day. Only 
exception is McVicker’s, which is 
replacing ‘The Champ,’ after three 
excellent weeks. But going in Wed- 
nesday (16) is an indie flicker, 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col). 

Only new move to be made will 
be the bringing of the shortened 
version of ‘Girl Crazy,’ legit musi- 
eal, from the Garrick, into the 
Oriental this Friday (18). Date 
was forced on Publix since it had 
to take the show this week or not 
at all in order to obtain full benefit 
from the play’s run here. 

‘Frankenstein’ goes into its sec- 
ond week at the State-Lake and 
still is glad news. ‘Guardsman’ is 
behaving in an unusual manner at 
the United Artists, showing signs 
of an increasing pace, due to the 
excellent word-of-mouth, which is 
enabling the film to hold almost 
to its first weeks’ take. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85) ‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par) 
and stage show. Drew pink ticket 
from censors and, being the only 
real solid femme bait in the loop, 
likely to hold house to nice $39,000. 
Last week ‘His Woman’ (Par), 
stuck in the money, mostly due to 
steady patronage house has estab- 
lished; $37,100, fair. 

Loop-End (Jones-L. & S.) (1,600; 
35-50-60) ‘Deceiver’ (Col) and 
vaude. Eight acts have reacted 
favorably at this bargain spot; go- 
ing into an upswing from last 
couple of weeks; pacing to $14,000, 
good enough. Last week ‘Lasca’ 
(U), to $12,400. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85) ‘Champ’ (M-G). First 
film in some time to stick around 
for three full weeks; second week 
was inspiring at $24,200 and drop- 
ping currently to a not bad $14,000; 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col), first indie 
fiicker in months for this house, 
comes in Dec. 16. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
60-75-85) ‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) and 
stage show. Ted Lewis band and 
company stay for another week and 
doing well; house in the clear for 
fourth consecutive week, that’s 
news; indicating healthy $34,000 
this week. Last week ‘Cirls About 
Town’ (Par) to fine $34,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85) 
‘Nice Women’ (U) and vaude. 
Charles King and York and King 
headlining; flicker judged weak; 
anticipate around $21,000. Last 
week ‘Tip-Off’ (Pathe) got $21,300. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85) ‘Cheat’ (Par). Will 
stick to Christmas Day, when 
*‘Sooky’ (Par) replaces; first week 
for Tallulah Bankhead just fair 
trade at $15,000. Last week ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G), finished third week 
in loop to nifty $17,900. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
$5) ‘Frankenstein’ (U). Still the 
giant of the loop, going far above 
expectations on the initial week to 
$43,700; currently has chance for 
$30,000, still tremendous; beat house 
record on first week by nearly 
$1,000. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85) ‘Guardsman’ (M-G). 
Stays to Dec. 25 when the Fair- 
banks’ ‘Round the World’ (UA) ar- 
rives; Lunt-Fontanne classer stick- 
ing at $13,000, to fair pace, on ex- 
cellent reports and comment. Last 
week same film a good $18,200. 


$8,500 for ‘Guardsman’ 
And ‘Squad’ in Denver 


Denver, Dec. 14. 


The Paramount is the only house 
pointing over average this week. 
Severe cold weather hurting the 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—Surrender’ (Fox). A mod- 
erate $5,500. Last week ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ did a fine $8,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
‘The Cheat’ (Par) and unit. Fair 
with $13,000. Last week ‘Madelon 
Claudet’ (M-G) $14,800. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—"The Guardsman’ (M-G). 
Doing all right and looks like $8,500. 
Last week ‘Way Back Home’ 
(Radio) had a good seven days at 
$9,200. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 











QUIET IN NEW HAVEN 


‘Madonna’ $13,000 But ‘Private 
Lives’ Smart for $16,000 at Poli 








New Haven, Dec. 14. 
Pre-Xmas tightening up on ex- 
ploitation expense much in evi- 


dence. Paramount has cut out three 
sheets and has eliminated most of 
its suburban advertising. Roger 
Sherman laying low currently pre- 
paratory to splurge on opening of 
vaude Xmas Day. Unusually mild 
weather to date has helped some 
locally. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
-False Madonna’ (Par) and unit. 
Will do $13,000. Last week ‘The 
Cheat’ (Par), moderate $14,000. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G) and unit. Looks 
like heavy $16,000. Last week ‘Over 
the Hill (Fox), with Edna Wallace 
Hopper, fair $12,100. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) and 
‘Runaround.’ Will probably get 
mild $4,700. Last week ‘Local Boy’ 
(FN), okay at $5,500. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G). Headed for fair $4,200. 
Last week ‘Guilty Generation’ (Col) 
and Primo Carnera, personal, failed 
to draw; around $4,000. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Holmes 
Fatal Hour’ and ‘Left Over Ladies.’ 
Set for moderate $4,000. Last week 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) and ‘Fanny 
Foley’ (Radio), $4,300. 


‘PRIVATE’ A PORTLAND 
HOLDOVER AT $9,000 


Portland, Dec. 14. 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Fox-Paramount and ‘The Cheat’ 
are suffering from opposition here 
this week and faring poorly. United 
Artist’s showing much improve- 
ment with ‘Private Lives’ and will 
hold picture over. 

New legit due to start next week 
at the Dufwin. Walter Seigfried 
opens legit stock there with local 
backing. 


Estimates for This Week 








Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Doing well enough for 
$10,000. Last week ‘Frankenstein’ 


(U) also big on $13,000. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60) 
‘The Cheat (Par) and F-M Unit. 
They just won’t become interested 
in Tallulah up here; mediocre at 
$8,500. Last week ‘His Woman’ 
(Par) a fair $9,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60) ‘The Champ’ (M-G). An 
okay second week for this one; 
about $6,000. First week was big 
on $10,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60) ‘Private Lives’ (M-G). 
Excellent at $9,060 and _ lingers. 
Last week ‘Round the World’ (UA) 
very bad at only $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35) ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col). _ Doing 
fair $3,000. Last week ‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col), $3,500. 


‘GUARDSMAN’ $14,000 


All Right for Buffalo—Crazy’ Mod- 
erate With $12,000 











Buffalo, Dec. 14, 
(Drawing Popuiation, 500,000) 

Takings are still tobogganing cur- 

rently. They slid some last week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50) 
—The Cheat’ and stage show. So- 
so business around $21,000. Last 
week Marx Bros. personally failed 
to hold up and dropped to $29,000 
with ‘His Woman’ (Par). 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) and stage 
show. Moderate business at $12,000. 
Last week ‘Sidewalks’ (M-G) and 
Irene Rich in person good at $15,900. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘The Guardsman’ (M-G). 
Building nicely and maybe $14,000. 
Last week ‘Back Home’ (Radio) 
down to $9,100. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). May reach $8,500. 
Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) $7,000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘Left 
Over Ladies’. Subsiding to about 
$6,000. Last week ‘Dreyfus Case’ 
(Col) oke for $7,500. 

Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25)— 
‘False Madonna’ (Par). Looks 
around $2,500. Last week ‘Lasca’ 
(U) $2,600. 





—‘Homicide Squad’ (U). 
bad at $8,500. 
stein’ (U) 
$12,000. 


Won't be 
Last week ‘Franken- 
finished with a fine 





NEW ORLEANS MILD 


‘Cheat’ Weak But ‘Madonna’ All 
Right on $3,000—‘Palmy,’ $16,000 








New Orleans, Dec, 14. 
‘Palmy Days’ is distinctly out in 
front this week at Loew’s State, 
while ‘The Cheat’ is but luke warm 


at the Saenger. Remaining houses 
are just mild. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,200; 60) ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA). Cantor’s filin draw- 
ing splendidly; will get $16,000. 


Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox), 
no rave at $12,000. 

Saenger (3,600; 65) ‘The Cheat’ 
(Par).“* Miss Bankhead has never 
established a following here; pace 
indicates light $11,000. Last week 
‘His Woman’ (Par), did $14,000, 
fair. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60) ‘Way Back 
Home’. Nothing to indicate other 
than moderate total of only $9,000. 
Last week ‘Secret Service’ (Radio), 
$11,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50) ‘False Ma- 
donna’ (Par). Kay Francis liked 
here and film should see $3,000. 
Last week ‘West of Broadway’ 
(M-G), fair at $2,500. 

Tudor (800; 35) ‘Surrender’ (Fox). 
Looks good enough to get satis- 
fying $3,000. Last week ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G), in second week 
after Saenger showing, $2,700. 


Frisco’s Bad Start, but 
‘Genius’ for OK $14,000; 
Tal Bankhead Unknown 


San Francisco, Dec. 14. 


Rainy weather knocked the props 
from under opening day’s grosses. 
Picture palaces are off to a slow 
start. Only holdover is ‘Franken- 
stein’ at the Orpheum. 

John Barrymore in “The Genius’ 
at Warners and looks set to hit 
$14,000. Flock of names in ‘West 
of Broadway’ and holdover week on 
stage for Phil Harris and Eddie 
Lambert sending the Warfield to 
$21,000. ‘Corsair’ starting off okay 
for United Artists, while Fox with 
‘Surrender’ doing just fair. 

Tallulah Bankhead unknown here 
and not so hot for the Paramount 
with ‘The Cheat.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 35-65), ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox), stage show. Average pro- 
gram draw may do $33,000. Last 
week ‘Private Lives’ (M-G) hit ex- 
cellent $44,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 40-40- 
65), ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Coupla grand below 
previous weeks at $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-, 
50), ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (2nd week). 
Thriller, well exploited, will knock 
over neat $11,000, just about half of 
first week, good $23,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50), 
‘The Cheat’ (Par). Bankhead with- 
out box office appeal, so U.S.C.- 
Notre Dame game 5-reeler inserted 
and should help for $15,000 in nine 
days. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
‘Corsair’ (UA). Okay for $12,000. 
Deuce and final week of ‘Around the 
World’ fair at $7,500. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60), 
‘West of Broadway’ (M-G). Stage 
show. Plenty of names in picture. 
Good for $21,000. Last week ‘The 
Ruling Voice,’ $19,000. 

Warner’s (1,365; 25-35-50-60), 
‘The Genius’ (WB). John Barry- 
more draw for a sweet $14,000. Last 
week, deuce stanza of ‘Local Boy’ 
Makes Good’ (WB), good 17,500. 


‘Frankenstein’ B’klyn’s 
Bright Spot on $34,000 


Brooklyn, Dec, 14. 

‘Frankenstein,’ at the Albee, has 
them all licked for attendance, and 
should bring in at least $34,000 this 
week. The Paramount, with ‘The 
Cheat,’ took a lacing from the 
critics but Russ Columbo and Mills 
Brothers may save for $43,000. Fox 
is very quiet with ‘Cuban Love 
Song.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount—‘The Cheat’ (Par) 
(4,000; 25-35-50-75) and stage show. 
Business can be attributed to Co- 
lumbo, who has won the women in 
this staid town; Mills Brothers in 
their second week and likely to go 
another seven days; in the vicinity 
of fair enough $43,000. Last week 
‘His Woman’ (Par), $44,300. 

Fox—‘Cuban’ (M-G) (4,000; 25-35- 
50-75) and stage show. Weak pic- 
ture, and very bad $21,000. Last 
week ‘Surrender (Fox), $21,100. 

Albee—‘Frankenstein’ (U) (3,800; 
25-35-50-75) and vaude. Steady 
flow figures at $34,000, big. Last 
week ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) and 
Lou Holtz, $24,700, all right. 

Loew’s Met—‘Corsair’ (UA) (3,- 
000; 25-35-50-75) and waude. Total 
of around $17,000. Last week $17,900 
with ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA), not so 
good. . 

Strand—‘Mad Genius’ (WB) (2,- 
800; 25-35-50). Barrymore should 
bring $12,000, not bad for this house. 
Last week ‘Local Boy’ (FN), $12,800. 

















Frank’ Smothering 
All Pitt This Week 
On $32,000, Stanley 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
It’s the Stanley’s week to cop. 
‘Frankenstein’ is the film and head- 
ing for a sensational $32,000, sev- 
eral grand better than anything has 
done here since straight picture pol- 
icy went into effect. House had 
standees all day Saturday. 


Everything else is off as a result 
of the Stanley trade. Penn and ‘His 
Woman’ will be lucky to get $15,000, 
while ‘Girls About Town,’ at the 
Fulton, likewise feeling the pinch. 

The Davis inaugurated a two-for- 
one ticket policy with ‘Age for Love’ 
but stunt didn’t help any and may 
not be felt for a time yet. ‘Our 
Children,’ plugged for months by 
the Warner, got opening break from 
Xmas shopping crowds Saturday 
and may better $10,000 if it can hold 


up. 
Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35- 
50) ‘Age for Love’ (UA). Two-for- 
one started here with this one in 
competition with rival Fulton; pol- 
icy expected to take time to estab- 
lish; little likelihood of more than 
$3,500. Last week ‘Dreyfus Case’ 
(Col) okay at $4,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50) ‘Girls About Town’ 
(Par). Around $6,500, a bit off for 
this site. Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) 
just short of $8,000. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
‘Reckless Living’ (U) and ‘Any- 
body’s Blonde’ (U). Should better 
average dual feature takings; $3,200 
indicated. Last week ‘Smart Wo- 
man’ (Radio) and ‘Chinatown After 
Dark,’ a trifle under $3,000. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50-60) ‘His Woman’ (Par). Cricks 
tore into this one and stands little 
chance with ‘Frankenstein’ block 
away; will be lucky to get $15,000. 
Last week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) ran 
up straight picture record, bettering 
$31,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Horror film 
topping everything in sight; sail- 
ing to great $32,000; smashing at- 
tendance marks, but under in gross 
because of reduced scale. Last week 
bo ta the Hill’ (Fox), around $19,- 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Our Children’ (Radio). Shopping 
crowds and heart stuff may coun- 
terbalance lack of cast names; 
$10,000 week, for a change, a pos- 
sibility. Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
(WB) a bit disappointing at $8,700. 


‘Woman’ Panned, but Has 
Chance for Nice $17,000 


Newark, Dec. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

‘His Woman,’ at the Newark, is 
off to a fine start, but took a vicious 
panning from the press. Even so it 
will probably better $17,000. Olsen 
and Johnson will likely top this to- 
tal at Proctor’s. 

Nothing else to speak of. Next 
week the Branford will possibly cut 
in to vaude grosses by adding the 
Fanchon and Marco units. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—Her Majesty Love’ (FN). Weak 
at $7,000. Last week ‘Over the Hill’ 
(Fox) fair at $10,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). Fair at 
$4,500. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) and ‘Speckled Band’ (FD) 
same figure. 

Carlton (Ufa) (436; 35-50)—In 
Geheimdienst’ (Ufa). About $1,100. 
‘Schlacht von Bade- 











Last week 
muende’ (Ufa) not strong at $1,000. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50)—‘Lustigen Weiber von Wien’ 


(Capital). Second week lucky to 
get $1,200. Last week same film 
claimed good $1,900. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)— 


‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) and vaude. 
WOR radio show may hold gross up 
to fair $15,000. Last week ‘Unholy 
Garden’ (UA) just beat $14,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60)—‘His Woman’ (Par) and 
vaude. Strong opening even with 
pans; should do a good $17,000. Last 
week Uncle Don, in person, and 
‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) weak $13,400. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Friends and Lover’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Olsen and Johnson not 
so well known here, but ought to 
ring up $18,000. Last week Harry 
Langdon and Tastyeast Gloom 
Chasers did nicely with ‘Dangerous 
Affair’ (Col); over $21,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) and ‘Soul 
of the Slums’ with ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
(FN) and ‘Convicted’ (Supreme) on 
split. Good choice of second runs 
ought to pass $7,000; not much 
profit at these figures, but keeping 
a much better level than before the 
Skourases took it. Last week 
‘Street Scene’ (Ufa) and ‘Anybody’s 
Blonde’ (Fischer) with ‘Ambassa- 
dor Bill’ (Fox) and ‘Sea Ghost’ 
(Peerless), split, 6,400. 








Blonde’ Looks 
Good at $12.500 
In Mild Phill 


Philadelphia, Dec. 14. 


Indications are for rather weak 
picture trade this week after first- 
class attendance in a couple of the- 
atres last week. 

‘Frankenstein,’ at the Stanley, 
promises to run right up to Christ- 
mas to some of the biggest grosses 
this house has had ina year. Man- 
agement claimed to beat $30,000 last 
week, and although that may be a 
trifle heavy, gross must have been 
near that mark. This week $24,000 
is indicated, 

The Fox is hardly likely to hit 
much over $20,000 with ‘Good Sport’ 
and Keith’s figures only about $13,- 
500 for ‘Corsair.’ 

One other exception to the drop 
may be the Stanton, where ‘Plati- 
num Blonde’ opened Thursday (10), 
got swell notices, and ought to get 
around $12,500 in its first full week, 

Several big pictures are being 
held off until Christmas with indi- 
cations that almost every downtown 
house will change bills on that day. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘Once a 
Lady’ (Par). Chatterton not strong 
and not more than $13,000 indicated. 
Last week ‘Girls About Town’ 
(Par), $15,500. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (2a week). Only 
smash in town; maybe $24,000 this 
week. Last week claim of $30,000; 
in until Christmas. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75) —‘Corsair’ 
(UA). Doesn’t look so good; maybe 
$13,500. Last week ‘Possessed” (M- 
G) only $18,000; slipped in last four 
days. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col). Rave notices but bad 
weather hurt a lot; may get $12,500; 
management would like to hold it to 
Christmas. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Good Sport’ 
(Fox) and stage show. No big names 
and hardly looks like more than 
$20,000, bad. Last week ‘Over the 





“Hill’ (Fox) got $22,200. 


Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘His Woman’ 
(Par). Heart interest for femme 
trade, but that trade is busy shop- 
ping; maybe $15,000. Last week 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) $14,000. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Flying High’ 
(M-G). Around $3,000 expected. Last 
week ‘Guardsman’ (M-G) tremen- 
dous for this tiny house at almost 
$7,000 in seven days. 

Karliton (1,000; 50)—‘Consolation 
Marriage” (Radio). About $4,500 
expected. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox), second downtown showing. 


$5,000. 


MONT’L SEES BAD WEEK 
AHEAD—$12,000 BEST 


Montreal, Dec. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Winter sports, the Christmas Bas- 
ket Fund, and shopping will shoot 
the films this week. Recognizing 
the chances against them, exhibitors 
will not be showing anything out of 
the ordinary. 

If. Loew’s and ‘The Last Flight’ 
reach $12,000 it will be fair enough. 
Nabes have been holding up well, 
but will also slump currently. 

_ Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$2.50) (24 week), Lady Cholmone- 
deley in repertoire and ballet. Can- 
not go above $5,000, ahout half what 
it grossed first week. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Over the 
Hill’ (Fox). Moderate $10,000. Last 
week ‘The Champ’ (M-G) disap- 
pointed at around $11,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Ambas- 
sador Bill’ (Fox) and ‘Sob Sister’ 
(Fox). Brace may get $9,000. Last 
week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and 
‘These Charming People’ (Par) 
$10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Last 
Flight’ (FN) and vaude. A drop, 
but at $12,000 will be acceptable. 
Last week ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U) 
$13,500, nice. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘Star 
Witness’ (WB). May get a play for 
$8,500. Last week ‘Consolation Mar- 
riage’ (Radio), much mauled by 
censors, not so good, $6,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘Wo- 
men Go On Forever’ (Tiff) and 
‘Texas Ranger’ (Col). Below aver- 
age; lucky to see $2,500. Last week 
‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) and 
‘Honor of Family’ (WB) $3,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘La Juif Polonais’ (French) 
$1,500. Last week ‘En  Bordee’ 
(French) $1,750. 











FOX ADDS ‘HONEYMOON’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 14. 


Fox will add ‘Honeymoon,’ an 
original by two. staff writers-—- 
Leonard Spiegelgass and Doris 


Mulloy—to its current program. 
Irving Cummings will direct. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 








[. A. Recelebrating Downfall 
Of Notre Dame, Giving Trojan 
Victory 5-Reeler $30,000, State 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Dark horse booking of five reels 
covering the entire Notre Dame- 
U. Ss. C. game this year turned Los 
Angeles into a one-way street lead- 
ing to Loew’s State. Booked on a 
gamble, the replaying of the South 
Bend classic attracted such mobs 
that the feature ,‘Good Sport’ 
(FN), was replaced by a Roach 
comedy, to permit a quicker turn- 
over, after the first day. The $30,000 
pace for this grid special is the last 
word in a spotty week elsewhere. 

‘Husband’s Holiday’ is doing a 
quiety $13,000 in five days at the 
Paramount, giving way tomorrow 
(Tuesday) for a nine-day stretch of 
‘Sooky’ (Par). ‘Devotion’ is ex- 
tremely low at the Orpheum at §5,- 
002 this. week, and ‘Tonight or 
Never’ is dropping steeply from a 
$17,000 first week to $6,500 on its 
gecond and final week at United 
Artists. 

Day and dating at the Criterion 
and Egyptian, ‘Private Lives’ is 
aiming at a good $17,500 total on its 
first week. Triple day-dating of 
‘Her Majesty Love’ at Warners’ 
Downtwon, Western_and Hollywood, 
is neither a worry nor a windfall at 
a little better than $35,000 on the 
three houses. ‘Secret Service’ will 
boost the RKO to a current $13,000 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) ,(2,028; 50-$1.50)— 
*The Champ’ (M-G) and stage show 
(5th week). Too low in indicating 


but $4,500 currently. Last week 
showed $9,000. 
Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 


"Private Lives’ (M-G) (ist week). 
Bright figure of $12,500 here open- 
ing week. Last week only $3,500 for 
final stretch of ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). 

Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 50-75)— 
"Private Lives’ (M-G) (ist week). 
Satisfactory $5,000 promise. Last 
week ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) exited to 
but $1,300. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50) — ‘Devo- 
tion’ (Pathe). Thin unto a skele- 
ton outline on but $5,000. Last week 
*Way Back Home’ (Radio) very poor 
at just over $6,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90—‘Cuban’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Many seats collecting dust when 
only $5,200 in offing. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) not strong 
with $6,800. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75)—‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par) and 
stage show. Fill-in picture for five 
days will be around fair $13,000. 
*‘Sooky’ (Par) arrives tomorrow 
(Tuesday) for nine-day stay. Last 
week ‘The Cheat’ (Par), $15,000. 

RKO (2.950; 30-65)—‘Secret Ser- 
vice’ (Radio) and vaude. Has good 
chance of reaching pretty good $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Dangerous Affair’ 
(Col) not fancy on $9,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1)— 
U. S. C.-Notre Dame game (ind) 
and stage show. ‘Good Sport’ (Fox) 
pulled from program after first day 
and comedy short substituted to 
quicken turnover; five reel retelling 
of Trojan’s last quarter victory a 
mop-up; will be at $30,000. 

United Artists (Franklin) .(2,100; 
$35-$1) — ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
(2d-final week). Steep drop to $6,- 
500 on this its second week, and out. 
Opening was good at just short of 
$17,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60)— 
*Possessed’ (M-G). Okay at $6,000. 
Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) bad under 
$4,000. 

‘Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75)— 
‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN). House 
minus stage show now, and indiffer- 
ent at $10,000 clip. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75)— 
‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) and vaude. 
A fair enough $13,000 in prospect. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) and stage 
show. Not bad on $12,500. Last 
Week ‘Local Boy’ (FN) tripled in 
these three last-named Warner 
houses to $45,000, good. 


Par. L. I. Shorts Staff 
Given 2 Weeks’ Notices 


Notices to all remaining employes 
at Paramount’s short department 
on Long Island were given last 
week. Sole survivor is Larry Kent, 
head of the dept. Notices gave twv 


wear. 
sew E 








Shorts’ cutting room probably will 
function for a short while after the 
final Saturday (19), cleaning up on 
reels recently completed. Under- 
Stood that this part of the staff 
also departs when finishing activ 
ities, 

No resumption 
shorts 


date for  Par's 
is known to be set. This is 
declared to hinge on the return of 
Emanuel Cohen from the Coast. 

Included in the released people 
are Audrey Scott, Eddie Cline, Hel- 
en Strauss, Andrew Bennison. 








PROV. LIKES ‘CHEAT’ 


Should Do $9,500 — ‘Our Children’ 
Going Strong for $10,500 
Providence, Dec. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 

Majestic will be the week’s leader 
on a good twin-bill. Other good 
spots are the Paramount with ‘The 
Cheat’ and the Albee with ‘Our 
Children.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Ambassador_ Bill’ (Fox) and 
‘Speckled Band’ (Ameranglo). Swell 
pace, and every indication of touch- 
ing $10,500, excellent. Last week 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox), big at $11,000. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50) ‘Our 
Children’ (Radio). Week up Wed- 
nesday and feature likely to stick; 
business well over average; should 
reach $10,500 for the week. Last 
week ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) yanked 
after five days with two perform- 
ances cut on last day for special 
contert; very poor at $2,200. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘The 
Cheat’ (Par). Tallulah Bankhead 
drawing raves and attracting males; 
no doubt of good $9,500. Last week 
‘False Madonna’ (Par), $7,500. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75) 
‘West of Broadway’ (M-G). Booked 
ine cold; ‘Big Parade’ (M-G) was 
scheduled but out at last minute 
switch after house went to con- 
siderable expense in plugging re- 
vival; unless a pick-up ‘Broadway’ 
probably will not tilt $13,000. Last 
week ‘Possessed’ (M-G), exception- 
ally good at $22,000. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50) ‘Safe in Hell’ 
(FN) and vaude. Title drawing; 
excellent at $7,000. Last week ‘Sur- 
render’ (Fox), not bad at $6,400. 


$13,300 for ‘Working Girl 
In Louisville, Mystic Aids 


Louisville, Dec. 14. 

General decline is expected and 
box offices also dulled by lack of 
publicity on new shows. Brown the- 
atre the only house getting an- 
nouncements of new shows in prin- 
cipal paper before opening day. 
Weather is rainy and cold. 

National, legit, sticking to one 
day stands if possible, figuring that 
all who can spend money come to 
one performance, Others don’t come 
at all. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Corsair’ (UA). Fair with $11,200. 
Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) bad at 
$7,900. 

Strand (1,865; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.)—‘“Platinum Blonde” (Col.). 
Okay on $10,800. Last week ‘Over 
Hill’ (Fox) $9,200. 

Brown (2,214; 25-35-50)-—‘Our 
Children’ (Radio). Moderate $6,000. 
Last week ‘Consolation Marriage’ 
(Radio) $5,200. 

Rialto (2,910: 35-50) (Fourth Ave) 
—Working Girls’ (Par) and vaude. 
Okay on $13,300 with Koran, Mystic, 
on stage. Last week ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) $11,400. ‘ 

Alamo (1,100; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.)-—‘Good Sport’ (Fox). Under 
par at $4,000. Last week ‘False 
Madonna’ (Par) $4,300. 


Bach’ and ‘Bill’ Smile in 
Columbus, $12,000-$9,000 


Columbus, Dec. 14. 

Current week has that on and off 
complexion. The Broad, with Will 
Rogers, should do nicely. 

Last week tricky throughout. 
‘Trrankenstein’ was so hot at the 
Palace; it is now doing a week at 
the Majestic. 


Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074: 25-50)— 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Figures hardly better than 
fairly $9,500. Last week ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) wowed ’em for $16,200. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) and unit. 
On way to good $12,000. Last week 
‘His Woman’ (Par) managed to 
knock off fair $10,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). Should 
get nice enough $9,000, with Rogers 
leading favorite here. Last week 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) took a licking 
at $4,300. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘Mad Genius’ (WB). Stepping along 
ently around $4,000. Last week ‘Rul- 
ing Voice’ (FN) good enough with 
$3,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Second run on 
way to hearty $3,200 with lines at 
opening, despite prior week at Pal- 
ace. Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) 
and ‘Convicted’ (split) good with 
$2, 600. 








Detroit Is Stalling 
Until Xmas—Mich’s 
$26,000 Town’s Best 


Detroit, Dec. 14. 
Seven new pictures but nothing to 
overcome the combo of depresh and 
pre-holiday. Pictures used for the 
next two weeks will be weak sis- 
ters. 





Estimates for This Week 


Michigan — ‘Husband’s Holiday’ 
(Par) and stage show (4,045; 15- 
25-35-60). Doing poorly for about 
$26,¢00. Last week ‘Private Lives’ 
okay at $40,000 on eight days. 

Fox—‘Woman Between’ (Fox) and 
stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). Local 
example of Polo Grounds looks like 
no game scheduled; very weak at 
$20,000. Last week ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) no better, $20,900. 

Fisher—‘Compromised’ (WB) and 
vaude (2,300: 15-25-35-60). Weak 
and will be lucky to get $16,000. 
Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) 
spotted in wrong house and bad at 
$14,200. . 

Downtown—‘Back Home’ (Radio) 
(2,750: 15-25-50). Getting a play 
from radio fans, but weak at any 
price; possibly $10,000. Last week 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) $15,000 in its 
third week; house just playing 
along till Xmas when vaude starts. 

Paramount—‘Flying High’ (M-G) 
(3,448: 15-25-35-50-60). Seems to 
be building from weak start, about 
fair $14,000. Last week ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G) weak at $12,000 for its third 
week. : 

United Artists—‘The Guardsman’ 
(M-G) (2,018: 15-25-35-60-75). Class 
picture will get just that: maybe 
two weeks, currently about $16,000. 
Last week ‘Around the World’ (UA) 
a very poor $9,100. 


INDIANAPOLIS’ 3 BANDS, 
TRIO AROUND $41,500 


Indianapolis, Dec. 14. 

An exceptional week at the the- 
atres with Charlie Davis’ band mov- 
ing over to the Circle from the In- 
diana, and Duke Ellington featured 
at the latter house. Max Fisher, a 
third band, is at the Lyric, too. 

Loew's Palace okay this week 
with ‘Flying High’ because of extra 
exploitation and advertising. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Flying High’ (M-G). Should 
get around $10,000, good. Last week 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G) around $9,500. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Good Sport’ (Fox), and vaude. 
Nice $9,500; with Ellington and Da- 
vis bands at Circle and Indiana, 
house brought in Max Fisher’s or- 
chestra.. Last week ‘House Divided’ 
(U) finished to weak $8,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—‘Frankenstein’ (U). Held 
for second week; possibly $6,500. 
Last week $8,000. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘The Cheat’ (Par). Duke Elling- 
ton and unit. Possibly $22,000 for 
monthly high. Last week ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par) and Eva Tan- 
guay pulled up at $20,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Our Children’ (Radio). With Davis 
band on stage possibly $9,000. Last 
week ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) weak 
at $6,000. 

Ohio (Publix) 





(1,400; 15-25)— 
‘Local Boy’ (FN). Wiil get about 
$800. Last week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ 
(Par), replay from Indiana, near 
$900. 


‘House’ Divided $15,000, 
Boston—Corsair’ $16,000 


Boston, Dec. 14, 
(Drawing Population, ) 
‘Frankenstein,’ in its third week at 
Keith's, is slated for another $18,000, 
which is better than house does with 
most first runs, Current week looks 


fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (vaudfilm) (4,380; 
50-75)—‘His Woman’ (Par) and 
unit. Gary and Colbert may do 
light $28,000. Last week ‘The Cheat’ 
(Par) did a poor $26,260. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50)—‘Franken- 
stein’ (U). Held for. third and 








headed for about $18,000. Second 
week did $22,000. 
Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)— 


‘House Divided’ (Pathe) and vaude 
Bill ought to do $15,000. Last week 
‘Nice Women’ (Pathe) only $13,700. 

Scollay (Publix) (vaudfilm) — 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (WEB) ‘and stage 
show. Should do $11,000. Last 
week ‘Good Sport’ (Fox) and 
Blanche Calloway’s show heavy on 
$13,500. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60)—‘Local 
Boy’ (WB). Fair $7,000. Last week 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) did good 
$8,500, 

Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60)—‘Local 
Boy’ (WB). Companion house to 
Olympia not due for more than 
$6,000. Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
(WB) did good $7,009. 

State (4,000; 35-50) — ‘Corsair’ 
(UA) and vaude. Will do mild $16,- 
000. Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) 
$16,900, 





Roxy-Par-Capitol Under $60,000 , 
This Week—Ufa House Adding 
Punch and Judy Show Friday 





STAGE HELPS IN CAPITAL | 


Aiding ‘Corsair’ for $21,000 at Palace 
— ‘Her Majesty’ $20,000, Earle 

Washington, Dec. 14. 

Christmas only two weeks away | 


and nobody seems to be doing much ii 


complaining hereabouts. Currently 
appears that the Palace and Fox 
will front with ‘Corsair’; and a ma- 
gician billed above the picture at the 
Palace, and ‘Good Sport’ at the lat- 
ter. Much interest in the results of 
‘Big Parade’ at the Columbia. It 
started weak but seems to be build- 
ing a bit. 
Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35-50) 
—‘'Big Parade’ (M-G). About a fair 
$9,000. Last week ‘The Champ’ (M- 
G), in second week, $8,000. 

Earle (2,000: 25-35)—‘Her Majesty 
Love’ (FN) and stage show. Near| 
$20,000, with Sue Carol and Nick| 
Stuart on stage. Last week ‘Plati- 
num Blonde’ (Col) and Alice White 
on stage $23,000, okay. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)— 
‘Good Sport’ (FN) and stage show. 
Won't be much past $15,000; ‘way 
off. Last week ‘X Marks’ Spot’ 
(Tiff), low $16,900. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75) —‘Age of Love’ (UA). Maybe 
moderate $8,000. Last week ‘Drey- 
fus Case’ (Col) around $9,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Corsair®? (UA) and vaude, 
Nicola, magician, billed above pic- 
ture: will jump to $21,000. Last 
week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) a slim 
$15,500. 

Rialto—‘Nice Women.’ Maybe $6,- 
000, not much. Last week ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U), in third stanza, $7,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)—‘Se- 
cret Service’ (Radio). Starting slow- 
ly but building and may end with 
$9,000. Last week ‘Our Children’ 
(Radio) around $8,000; house adds 
vaude Christmas Day. 











Minn. Js Irregular, 
But ‘Home’ Neat on 


$14,000 at Orpheum 


Minneapolis, Dec. 14. 

Despite the proximity of Christ- 
mas, three loop attractions are mak- 
ing respectable showings this week. 
They are ‘Way Back Home,’ ‘Flying 
High’ and ‘Yellow Ticket,’ at the 
Orpheum, State and Lyric, respect- 
ively. Weak pictures, more than 
anything else perhaps, accounts for 
the dearth of business elsewhere. 

“Way Back Home’ is leading the 
field. Seth Parker outfit recently 
played the auditorium here under 
the auspices of local church organ- 
zations. This appearance, coupled 
with tremendous campaigns for the 
picture, helped to bring a big open- 
ing at the Orpheum and a nifty $14,- 
000 now appears in prospect. 

Another huge offensive aiso is 
helping ‘Flying High’ and ‘Yellow 
Ticket’ is getting some nice boosting 
from the fans on Lionel Barrymore, 
who has become considerable of a 
magnet here of late. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘His Woman’ (Par) and unit. Gary 
Cooper and Claudette Colbert no 
great guns as draws; Bing Crosby 
sort played up heavily in ads; un- 
less baby angle to picture pulls 
heavy femme matinee trade house 
will be lucky to hit $21,000, weak. 
Last week ‘The Champ’ (M-G) did 
not build as expected, but copped 
around $25,000, good. 

Orpheum (RKO) = (2,890: 50)— 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Should hold up for about 
$14,000, good. Last week ‘Local 
oe (FN) slipped to around $10,000, 
ight. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Flying 
High’ (M-G). Heavy advance, and 
picture looks to be hitting pretty 
well, despite absence of box office 
names; may reach $7,000, good. Last 





week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) around 
$6,500. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)— 
‘Around the World’ (UA). Douglas 


Fairbanks now dead box-office tim- 
ber here; a bare $3,000 so weak. 
Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA) had no 
box-office punch; $3,200. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Yellow 
Ticket’ (Fox). Lionel Barrymore 
somewhat of a magnet and should 
hit $4,209, good. Last week ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par) around $4,000. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘False 
Madonna’ (Par) and ‘Left Over 
Ladies’ (Tiff), split. About $1,100 
indicated, satisfactory. Last week 
‘Morals for Women’ (Tiff) and 
‘Shanghaied Love’ (Col) to about 
$900. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100: 25)— 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) and ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox), split. Ought to hit about $1,- 
000, all right for second loop runs. 
Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) and 
‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G), near $900. 


_———» 


topping the pre-holi- 

letting Broadway 

Brightest on the 
sireet this week is the Mayfair's 
‘Frankenstein’ and that's a holdover. 
Looks to do $40,000 on its second 
stanza. This figure is within two 
grand of the house’s former record. 
Rest of the b.o. portals can only 
swing to so-so grosses. Paramount, 
however, may get $55,000 for ‘The 
Cheat’ unless the bottom drops out. 

Capitol is dull with only a $53,000 
prospect on ‘Flying High,’ although 
Bert Lahr, title and show are known 
to Broadway. And the Roxy is no 
better with $52,000 for ‘Good Sport.’ 

Griffith’s ‘Struggle’ is straggling 
at the Rivoli, causing Paramount to 
hurry ‘Sooky’ into this house a week 
ahead of time Thursday (17). Lat- 
ter was originally intended for 
Christmas week. Among other de- 


Bad weather 
day period is 


grosses slip. 


| partures will be the synced version 


of ‘Ben Hur,’ which finishes a poor 
two weeks at the Rialto and closes 
to about $11,000. Strand’s ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ is still attracting flap trade 
and holding up to a good $23,000 on 
its second week. 

‘Arrowsmith’ has started nicely on 
its twice-daily try at the Gaiety, 
getting a good press, while the Cri- 
terion relighted last night (Monday) 
for an independent adventure trav- 
elog. 

Estimates for This Week . 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2) ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G) (6th week). Okay biz; hold- 
ing up with Gaiety competition, 

Broadway (1,900; 35-50-85-$1) “X 
Marks the Spot’ (Tiff) and vaude. 
House now dark. Last bill closed 
Friday (11) with a poor $7,000. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Fly- 
ing High’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Bert Lahr musical not so forte at 
$53,000. Last week, second of ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G), finished a bit over 
$60,000, 

Criterion ‘886; $1-$1.50) ‘Explor- 
ers of World’ (Raspin). Reopened 
last night (Monday) with this ad- 
venture travelog for twice daily try. 

Gaiety (808; $1-$2) ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(2nd week). Drew good notices and 
enticing readers of novel; trade 
opinion is film should thrive at 
scale; around $15,000. 

Paramount § (3,664; 40-65-85-$1) 
‘The Cheat’ (Par) and stage show. 
Has chance to reach moderate $55,- 
000. Last week ‘His Woman’ (Par) 
declined to $51,500. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85) ‘Ben-Hur’ 
(M-G) (2nd week). Synced revival 
limping to $11,000 and exit. Thin on 
opening stanza, too, at $15,700. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) (2nd week). Pic- 
ture holds house record and proving 
strongest holdover film here to date 
at $40,000; means third and possibly 
fourth week. Top mark reached 
last week at $53,800, 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65 - 85 - $1) 
‘Struggle’ (UA). Just hobbling 
along for slight $12,000 and only 
one week; exits Thursday (17); 
‘Sooky’ (Par) coming in ahead of 
original booking date. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-50-75-$1.50) ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) and stage show. ’Way 
down around $52,000. Last week 
‘Cuban’ (M-G), first Metro spotted 
here, $58,400, bad. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) (2nd week). 
An okay $23,000. Last week $35,000, 
biggest house has had in weeks. 

Warners (1,100; 25 - 35 - 50-75) 
‘Branded Men’ (Tiff). Doesn't ex- 
pect more than $2,500; so-so. Last 
week ‘Reckless Men’ (U) $2,400. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1) ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) (3rd 
week). Third week down to a low 
$10,000. Last week $14,400. ‘Man- 
hattan Parade’ (WB) follows 
Christmas Eve. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1.130; 50-75) 
‘Im Geheimdienst’ (Ufa) (3rd 
week). Due for around $2,500 to 
make a profitable three-week run, 
Kid picture, ‘Emil und Die Deteke 
tive’ (Ufa), shoves in Friday (18), 
with a Punch and Judy show on 
stage; first stage help here. 


RESUMES TEAM iDEA 


Fox Puts Hough-Varnel on ‘Wit- 
ness’—Sebell-Kerrigan Lose ‘Bandit’ 








Holiywood, Dee. 14. 

After weakening on a decision to 
give untried directors a chance as 
teams, to the extent of taking Bert 
Sebell, and J. M. Kerrigan off ‘The 
Gay Bandit,’ Fox has decided to try 
it again. 

This time it will be with R. L. 
Hough, previously an assistant di- 
rector, and Marcel Varnel, dialog 
writer. Pair will put ‘The Missing 
Witness’ through its paces for the 
camera. Lionel Atwill and Greta 
Nissen are to be starred. 

Studio feels Hough and Varnel 
should be able to put it over as both 





have previously directed on their 
own. 
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Market Hits New Lows; Par's Old 
Bonds Slump to 42 as Stock Goes 
Below 7; No Sign of Price Rebound 


Amusement stocks declined fur- 
ther yesterday, disclosing several 
important new lows. Paramount’s 
old bonds dropped 2% to 42% and 
weakness here inspired selling of 
the stock which touched a fresh 
bottom for the bear market at 6%. 


Loew showed resistance close to 
its old low of 25%, while RKO did 
nothing on the news 
that the company has put through 
its refinancing plan, probably avert- 
ing a receivership. 

Illustrating the refusal of trad- 
ers to enter the long side on any 
terms, Warner Bros. common reg- 
istered a gain of only % on the 
revelation that it has ample free 
cash to meet bond service, besides 
assured bank credits, these state- 
ments coming out in the company’s 
answer to a stockholder’s suit in 
Wilmington for the appointment of 
a receiver. 

Fox was stationary at its old low, 
while Consolidated Film Industries 
gave ground on both issues, the 
common going to a double bottom 
at 3%. Shubert sold at 25 cents, a 
new low. Volume was important for 
most of the active theatre shares. 

Whole market was in a state 
near an open break, with new lows 
for many of the pivotal shares like 
Steel, American Tel. & Tel., Con- 
solidated Gas and a long list of 
others. Volume was close to 3,000,- 
000 and the ticker gave no sign of 
an approaching rally. 

Bond Slump Disheartening 

The outstanding bad news of last 
week was the slump in the amuse- 
ment bonds, the liens getting fur- 
ther into the drastic decline of the 
whole bond list. Volume was no- 
where extreme, except, perhaps, in 
the case of Warner Bros., but the 
precipitous retreat of prices by its 
very extremes furnished convincing 
evidence that there still remain ma- 
jor: barriers to a recovery in securi- 
ties. 

Startling collapse of bond prices 
among the amusements is indicated 
by the fact that during the six trad- 
ing days up to Saturday the aggre- 
gate net loss for the eight listed 
fixed income securities in the group 
reached the astonishing total of 30 
points, with practically all the im- 
portant issues included going to new 
low prices, not only for the year and 
the bear market, but to bottoms 
since their issue. 

The Loew 6 per cents, which have 
stood firm right along in the face of 
near disaster in other spots in the 
industry, broke nearly 10 points 
alone on sales amounting to $35,000 
The two Paramount issues added 
losses of 7 in the case of the older 
liens and 4% for the newer issue, 
bringing these liens down to 45 and 
39%, respectively. Saturday’s clos- 
ing quotations were at or near the 
bottoms for the week. 

The Warner bonds dropped stead- 
ily all week, but as time wore on 
and they approached the previous 
level of 25, some support came in 
and they made some show of steadi- 
ness toward the end of the week, 
having recovered from 26% to 29%. 
Volume here was $207,000, nearly 
double of the week before and the 
heaviest turnover in some time, sug- 
gesting, perhaps, that a contest is 
going on here, - 

As to common stocks, it is suffi- 
cient for the moment to note that 
practically all the active descriptions 
went into new low ground for the 
‘bear market, the jolt of the week 
coming in a sharp crash of Loew 
from close to 36 to a low of 25%. 
Dive started promptly on Wednes- 
day, when the stock went ‘ex’ its $1 
dividend and the usual quarterly 
dividend of 75 cents. In line with 
the slump of Loew, the semi-col- 
lapse of Metro-Goldwyn preferred 
from above 20 to 15 came like a bolt 
out of the blue. MGL PF is on the 
regular trading list (as distinguished 
from the ‘inactive’ list), but a trade 
of more than a few hundred shares 
in a week has been rare for years. 
This week in the decline the total 
was 1,700, or the normal volume for 
eight months or more in a single 
week, most of it on Friday and Sat- 
urday. 

Bonds Predominate 

The reason that the stock market 
is of minor significance just now as 
compared with bond prices comes 
from the fact that such a general 
collapse in liens is almost unheard 
of. Last week’s performance is out- 
side the experience of investment 
experts of many years’ standing. 

There is no clear-cut explanation 
of the phenomena but rather a med- 
ley of inferences to explain the situ- 
ation, none of them satisfying alone, 
but the true reason probably hidden 
in all. These arguments include: 

Foreign sching, specifically from 
England, and due to the recent sharp 
drop in the sterling exchange rate. 
With the pound at $3.30, an Bnglishi 




















a 7 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Stock Exchange 

Net 
Sales High. Low. Close.ch’g. 
© 900 Cons. F... 4% 38% 4— % 
2.300 Cons.F. pf. 9% 8% 8% — % 
7,100 East. K... 85% 81% 81% —1% 
3,100 Fox A..... 3% $8 3 
1,500 Gen. Thr.. ie dn 1 
15,100 Loew ... 28% 25% 26%—1 
8) Orph. pf... T™% 6 6 —1% 
32,400 Par-P .... 8% 6% 7— % 
400 Pathe A... 2 1% I1%+ % 
pe eee 6% 55% 5%+ % 
5,800 RKO ...+6. 1% % % 

900 Shub ..... 4 % %— % 
STOO We Bicssce 3 2% 2%+ % 
Curb 

800 Col. P. pf. 4 4 4 
3,800 Fox ...... % % 16 
1,900 Gen. T. pf. % Ww %+% 
100 Tech. ..... 2% 2% 2% 
1,500 Trans-L.. 2 2 2 
Bonds* 
$1,000 Gen. Thr... 8% 8% 3%+4+ \% 
6,000 Keith ..... 41% 41% 41%+41 
10,000 Loew ..... 80% 80 80 
22,000 Par-Pub .. 40 39 400 +%% 
10,000 Pathe .... 60 57% 60 +2% 
24,000 W. B..... 30 28% 29%— % 
* Sales and prices to 2 p. m. 
seller for dollars gets about the 


equivalent of $15 in pounds for each 
$19 of sale price, and presumably 
that looks like a juicy trade from 
the British investor’s viewpoint. 
Supporting the foreign selling idea 
was the fact that sterling recovered 
from $3.24 early in the week to $3.40 
Saturday, a logical result of any 
heavy shift from dollars to pounds. 

Tax selling—Losses registered on 
bonds, of course, are legally deduct- 
ible from taxable income, but at pre- 
vailing prices for bonds capital 
losses involved in the transaction 
would outweight any saving in 
taxes, and the risk of having to 
make repurchases on a recovering 
market would logically discourage 
anybody from such a device. 

Investment ‘Trust selling—The 
same argument applies to this ya- 
riety of selling and seems in all 
logic to overbalance any desire the 
trusts might have to achieve a 
liquid position for window dressing 
in the year end balance sheets. 

Other types of supposed selling 
are generally bulked, such as a scat- 
tered element of panic-stricken in- 
vestors; sales of bonds in an effort 
to protect collateral loans on margin 
accounts, and sales by banks, like- 
wise to gain the much-desired liquid 
state, 

Applied to Film Shares 

These considerations are offered 
with some logic in relation to the 
general bond list, but on the surface 
there is no special reason to suppose 
that the foreign holdings of the 
amusements bonds, for instance, are 
large, since distant investors ordi- 
narily put their money in the oldest 
and most seasoned of loans, and the 
amusements do not belong in that 
category. 

There is no more reason to sup- 
pose that at this late date the 
amusement holdings of the invest- 
ment trusts are important, since the 
slump in the theatre earnings were 
among the earliest of American bus- 
iness to be revealed, and it would 
appear that shrewd manipulators 
like trust managers would have got 
out from under in this group long 
before last week. 

That leaves the explanation up to 
scattered panicky small holders by 
a process of elimination, together 


a morsel of comfort in the thought 
that the moderate amount of sales 
suggests there is no general retreat 
by large centralized holdings, such 
as underwriting syndicates or 
banks. 

The sudden cracking of Loew took 
the spotlight in the stock division 
almost to the exclusion of other 
movements. Within the picture 
trade there is a feeling that the 
situation in Fox is indirectly re- 
sponsible for the Loew predicament, 
shareholders in Loew feeling that 
any tightening of the relations be- 
tween the two units cannot but 
work to the disadvantage of Loew. 
Feeling among the outside traders, 
true or not, is that the Loew dollar 
extra was a ballyhoo device on 
which to hang a distributing cam- 
paign. In any event there seems to 
be no reason to suppose that short 
selling had anything to do with the 
setback, since the position of Loew, 
with a majority of stock tied up 
under a trusteeship and the float- 
ing supply small, almost automatic- 
ally struck it off the list of bear 
favorites. 

Break in M-G-M 

Apparently the Loew slump to be- 
low 26 (previous low was 275% on 
the Oct. 5 bottom) was sufficient to 
shake out holders of the Metro- 
Goldwyn senior stock (all.the Met- 
ro-Goldwyn common is held by 
Loew outright and none has ever 
been traded in). The preferred has 
always paid $1.89 and its extreme 
range over a normal year has been 
from a low of 20 to a top around 
28, issue being entirely without 
speculative features and holdings 
being almost exclusively on an in- 
vestment basis for the yield. There 
is an element almost grotesque in 
this particular break, for since the 
part of the current season the M- 
G-M studios has had a brilliant rec- 
ord in the quality of its film prod- 
uct, having under its trade-mark 
three of the season’s smashes in 
‘Sin of Madelon Claudet,’ ‘The 
Champ’ and Greta Garbo’s ‘Susan 
Lenox,’ returns on which ought to 
put the company in a position to 
make a better showing in this quar- 
ter than for the same period of last 
year, a situation that would make 
it almost unique in American indus- 
try. 

The market paid little attention 
to what took place at the Baltimore 
meeting of the RKO stockholders, 
the stock fluctuating narrowly 
within fractions between 1% and 
1%. The ebb and flow of prospects 
of the company getting proxies 
enough to put over its program for 
refinancing were duly recorded on 
the news ticker, but the affair in- 
spired small interest. ~ Victory for 
the company plan did not come un- 
til Saturday night and a definite 
turn in the situation remained to 
be recorded on the tape yesterday 
morning, when the stock turned 
quiet and slightly lower. 

Paramount made a good fight to 
hold its previous low, and when 
it was forced through on pressure 
of sales inspired by the gloomy per- 
formance of its bonds, there was 
support just under the old bottom. 
Dealings amounting to 84,500 shares 
suggests something of the brisk en- 
gagement which resulted in bring- 
ing the stock to the week’s close 
with a relatively minor loss cf about 
1% at 8 Its future is bound up in 
the character of defense the bonds 
make, since it is obvious that if 
its 6% liens continue to sell on a 
yield of something like 14% the 
stock offers small attraction either 
for investor or speculator. 

Indeed, it may be said that the 
fortunes of the whole amusement 
group are bound up in the Para- 
mount bonds, for the logic is plain 
that if the loans of the company 
that for years was regarded as the 
‘American Tel. & Tel.’ of the pic- 
ture business continue to go beg- 
ging the theatre stocks would best 





with minor forced selling to protect 


be avoided. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Dec. 12: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 














Net chg. 
High. w Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk 
2 100 American Seat........ akdsbeeese 2% 2% 24 +% 
15 3% 4,600 Consol, Film.........0- eteccicce |= 4% 4% —1% 
18% 7% 3,100 Consol. Film pfd. (2)..cccccssce 13% 9% 9% --—3% 
185% 81% 43,700 Eastman Kodak (8)...cccccocsese 96% 81% 83 —--4 
38% 3 20,800 Fox, Class A....... coccecccccce 4% 8 3 —% 
54% 24 202,740 Gen. Elec. (1.60)..ccccccssecess 28% a A% —3% 
15% % Gees Gen. Thed, Wa. B..issoccocetdecs % uy My 
101% 10 200 Keith pref. (7)..... eecoccesasese ID 10 15 —5 
6334 25% GR BOOW Civiiiccvccceseces . 35% %25% 27% —6 
98 70 300 Do pref. (6%)....... onen 712% 11% kz — % 
7% 2 300 Madison Sq. Garden........0. 8 2% 2 —% 
27 15 1,700 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)..... 20% 15 —5'% 
5 4% me Sp Serre ™ 6 ™% +2% 
50% 7% 84,950 Paramount (stock)...... 10% ™ 8 —1% 
2% y 2,000 Pathe Exchange..... cvececes & W % 
KS, 1% Rae See GOO Meccccceeceseseoee 1% 1 1% —% 
27% 5% 85,890 Radio Corp........ 06000b0c0ees6 6% ot 5% — % 
2414 1 SE RUD. icce sds codesges $60660600006 1% 1% 1% —% 
9% WB De As whdhaveeesenesses seeee Me % Vy 
574 24 90 Universal pref. (8)..ccccccccccce 45 41% 42% $=+1% 
20% 2 71,500 Warner Bros....... Ccceccesecors By% 2% 2% —% 
40% SL 300 Be WUOE, Bic ccsccceosscevceene RL, —8% 
107% 28% 100,140 Westinghouse (2%)....... coccce 688% 26% 27% ——5% 
5y % 1,300 Zenith Radio......ccccccces cece 1 A % -—% 
CURB 
23 eee Columbia Picts. (1%+) ee ie ee 
22 2% 400 BO. W680, SS csccces 7 2% a — & 
8 1 8,700 De Forest Radio....ccee i% 1 1% -—-*% 
42 13% 75 Educat. Picts, pf..... 15 13% 13% —1% 
6% 14 2,800 Fox Theatres..........0. & % % —-%% 
31% 10,800 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf. (3%) % % —% 
35 15 a See Oe, Gi cisvedeeesscadase - 18 16 16 -—2 
15% 2% ae RON is 64400a0nenensees ° 2% 2% 2% — ¥% 
13% 1% BO BOUND TAveccccccennsnes eecccee 2% 2 2 
* Ex-div 
BONDS 
74 2 $70,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40........ 2 ,) —1y 
78% 39% 12,000 Keith 6's, 4G" $ebebeccorses ee 39% oo =" 
99%, 80 eee BOW G6; “Ehicsscsassccsce 80 80 —9% 
96 Bl Basen WORN TE “Blisccscassccss a“ 57% 58 —§ 
97 44 43,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, °47 Le 44 45 -—7 
89% 385% 77,000 Par-Pub 51's, ’59..... ereccesce 47% 38% 39% = —4% 
25 2 Bieee Gees OS. os coenccessce oreccces 8 3 3 +% 
ns a 207,000 Warner Bros, 6’a, . ah me ~~ 


other accounts, and perhaps there is 





‘LADY’ ONLY $12,000 


Birmingham Having Tough Weather 
—Cuban’ $4,100 


Birmingham, Dec. 14. 

(Drawing population, 383,000) 
Given a break with weather busi- 
ness might show some sizable in- 
crease in spite of Xmas. But with 
rain every other day and one day 
cold and the next day hot, it’s just 
a dizzy whirlpool. Alabama's give- 
away stunt is bringing in more 








business, 7 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 


60) ‘Once A Lady’ (Par) and vaude. 
Prizes and vaude for $12,000. Last 
week ‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) got 
a sock because of weather, but $13,- 
000 on strong weekend, 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘Men 
In Her Life’ (Col) and ‘Heaven on 
Earth’ (U) split. Light week of 
$4,700. Last week ‘Way Back Home’ 
(Radio) got a dandy $6,000. 


Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40) 
‘Broadminded’ (FN). Joe Brown 
will pull for better than average 
$3,800. Last week ‘Transatlantic’ 
(Fox), $3,300. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40) 
‘Cuban’ (M-G). Fair at $4,100. Last 
week ‘Girls About Town’ (Par), 
$4,000. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 25-40) 


‘Woman Hungry’ (FN) and ‘Goldie’ 
(Fox). Sidewalk trade picking up, 
$1,050. Last week ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par) and ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) fair, 
$975. 


FEW FIREWORKS IN 
CINCY—‘HIGH’ $15,000 


Cincinnati, Dec. 14. 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Grosses are going in for face- 
lifting this week with ‘Frariken- 
stein’ and ‘Flying High’ up front. 
Albee continuing its mystic low rut, 
which has unaccountably been go- 
ing on for weeks. Great weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) and vaude. House 
in slump; poor $20,000 evident for 
fare that is pleasant. Last week 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox), $20,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Great $20,000 
coming in. Last week ‘Ambassador 
Bill’ (Fox), off for Rogers at $12,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 30-50) ‘Over 
the Hill’ (Fox). Hardly hot, but 
considered good at $9.500. Last 
week ‘Champ’ (M-G), excelled as 
ah. o. to $11,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50) 
‘Flying High’ (M-G). Paced at 
$15,000 and house high for months. 
Last week ‘Back Home’ (Radio) did 
well to rate $10,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-35) 
‘Nice Women’ (U) and ‘Captivation’ 
(Standard), split. Down to poor 
$2,000. Last week ‘Lasca’ (U) and 
‘Left Over Ladies’ (Tiff), $2,700. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 30-50) 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G). Have to 
fight house rep here; $3,000. Last 
week ‘Expensive Women’ (WB), 


$2,800. 
Judgments 


Chas. Wagner; W. S. Klee, trus- 
tee; $72. 

Sam S. & Lee Shubert, Inc.; 
Provident Inv. Co. of New Orleans; 
$4,958. 

Oliver D. Bailey; United Elec. 
Light & Power Co.; $139. 

Film Renovating Ca, Inc.; Fred 
Coat Co., Inc.; $382. 

Harry K. Thaw; 
costs; $141. 

James J. Gleason; Big U Film Ex- 
change, Inc.; $475. 

Glen Theatre Corp.; Big U Film 
Exchange, Inc.; $45. 

Frances Herron and George 
Cohen; Big U Film Exchange, Inc.; 
$915. 

William 
Corp.; $84. 

Morris H. Markowitz; Vitagraph, 
Inc.; $25. 

People’s Broadcasting Corp.; 
George Batten Co.; costs, $167. 

Satisfied Judgment 

Convent Theatre Corp.; Westwitt 

Realty Corp.; $3,079; Aug. 23, 1928. 














M. Estardus; 


Wood; United Artists 





Archainbaud Retained 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

George Archainbaud has been re- 
tained by Radio as director of ‘The 
Lost Squadron.’ 

Archainbaud assumed the job 
temporarily last week when Paul 
Sloan, directing, was taken ill. 
Latter is still abed. 

‘Squadron’ was to have been 


Sloan's last film under his Radio 
contract. 





Courtland Smith III 


Bronchial pneumonia attacked 
Courtland Smith Friday (12). 

He is held at his home, pending 
recovery. 


—= 


‘West of B’way’ Down 
As ‘Lives’ Up, $24,000, 
In Baltimore This Wk. 


Baltimore, Dec. 14, 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Employment dropped 4.8% in thig 
town during November, but the 
amusement field doesn’t seem to be 
seriously affected. Business is oft 
somewhat, but that’s due to ap« 
proach of the holidays. The Stane« 
ley, after nose diving for a season’s 
low with ‘Big Parade,’ is staging a 
comeback with ‘Private Lives. 
House looks out front on the week. 
‘West of Broadway’ is not figured 
big at the Century. ‘Way Back 
Home’ may get ether fans at the 
New. Elsewhere it looks like just a 
fair week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) ‘West of 
Broadway’ (M-G) (3,200; 25-60), 
Won't crowd ’em this week; maybe 
a fair $19,000. Last week ‘Local Boy’ 
(FN) accounted for a pretty good 
seasonal intake of $20,100. 


Stanley (Loew-UA) ‘Private 
Lives’ (3,600; 25-60). No doubt 
about this one drawing though sea- 
son may hold down gross; should 


get $24,000. Last week ‘Big Parade’ 
(M-G) revival got season’s low, 
$10,400. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) “The Champ” 
(M-G) (1,200; 25-35). Was popular 
at the Stanley and will get juvenile 
trade here; a good $3,700. Last week 
‘Possessed’ (M-G) a very good 
$4,200. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G) (1,000 25-35). Great spot for 
after school trade; should do $4,800, 
Last week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) $4,900, 


Keith’s (Schanbergers) ‘Guilty 
Generation’ (Col) 2,500; 25-50). 
Holiday and opposition will hold 


this down to fair enough $9,500. 
Last week ‘Frankenstein’ (U) on 
holdover bettered $10,000; corrected 
figures show thriller at $18,000 on 
opening week; could have stayed 
third week and will show at the 
Auditorium beginning Xmas. 

New (M. Mechanic) ‘Way Back 
Home’ (Radio) (1,800; 25-50). Loud 


speaker fans may be interested; 
possibly $9,000. Last week ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) $8,000. 


Hipp (Rappaport) ‘X Marks Spot’ 
and vaude (2,500; 25-50). Mild $10,- 
000, if that. Last week ‘Morals for 
Women’ only $9,500. 

Rivoli (lL. Rome) ‘The Deceiver’ 
(1,800; 25-50). Should maintain 
house average of about $4,200. Last 
week ‘Lasca’ (U) $4,100. 


K. C. Selling ‘Dangerous’ 
As Thriller for $18,000 


Kansas City, Dec. 14. 

Not very much to get excited 
about this week. ‘Dangerous Affair,’ 
the Mainstreet’s flicker, offered as 
another of those mysterious things 
with ‘Terror-laughs-drama-chills.’ 

Last week also was a disappoint- 
ment. ‘Way Back Home’ couldn’t 
sell to night audiences, same for 
‘Cuban Love Song.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Corsair (UA). Well announced but 
neither Chester Morris nor the title 
mean much to fans; maybe indiffer- 
ent $15,000. Last week ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G), $14,800. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col). Manage- 
ment telling them this is another 
thriller; probably around $18,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Way Back Home’ 
(Radio) drew many new faces at 
mats but regular night bunch were 
absent; $19,200. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘His 
Woman’ (Par). Cooper-Colbert may 
draw some; around $7,500, meek. 
Last week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) $8,200. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Sob Sister’ 
(Fox). Good title for this grind 
house; flaps also like Jimmie Dunn; 
about $5,000. Last week ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) hit $5,200, okay. 


2d Run Southern House 
Adds 22 People Tab 


Macon, Ga., Dec. 14. 
The Ritz theatre, playing second 
run pictures at 25 cents, has added 
‘Hollywood Scandals’ (22 people) 
and an orchestra to play daily this 
week in addition to its films. 
No raising of scale. 


STAGELESS HOUSE’S ACT 


Syracuse, Dec. 14. 

Fox-Eckel, playing ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U) next week, will also 
have the first act to play this non- 
stage theatre in years—Gray’s 
Oklahoma Cowboys. 

Ekel, local Fox show window at & 
25c top, is wholly without a plat- 
form; screen is against the wall. 
Cowboys will warble from the floor. 


WAXMAN LEAVES PATHE 


A. P. Waxman left the Pathe pub- 
He is 




















bested dept. Saturday (12). 


undecided over an immediate move 
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| Ep S. KR. KENT. 

: Experience has taught me that it is foolish to rave 
" about every picture that looks like a hit. But when 


a picture comes along that has definite out- 
standing showmanship qualities, down-to-earth 
audience appeal and timeliness, I MUST tell you 
about it. I am referring to “SOOKY”. 


I have just screened this wonderful picture, before 
‘an audience of grown-ups, and I want to tell you 


it is a long, long time since I have been so enthusi- 
_astic over any picture as I am over “SOOKY”. Not — 
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directed by NORMAN TAUROG adapted from the book 


only will it build tremendous grosses for you, but 


it comes to you at a time when you can profit to 


the utmost on its qualities. * 


“SOOKY” is by no means a kid picture. It is Enter. 
TAINMENT for Everyone! Compared with “Skippy” even, 
“SOOKY” proves vastly superior in entertainment 
and box-office power. You did good business on 
“Skippy”. It is my prediction you will do SENSA- 
TIONAL business with “SOOKY”. You have the same 
money-making cast and director as in “Skippy.” 
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Add to that the increased popularity of Jackie 
Cooper, who has taken the country by storm in 


every picture in which he has appeared — plus 
real laughs, strong heart-tugs, an absorbing story, 
pathos and excellent comedy. The people I was 


with actually cried while they laughed. 


See your Paramount branch manager and screen 
this picture. Then get behind it with everything, 
because “SOOKY” means real money. 
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ARROWSMITH 


Samuel Goldwyn production and United 
Artists release. Stars Ronald Colman; 
feature Helen Hayes. Adapted by Sidney 
Howard from Sinclair Lewis’ novel = 





same name. Directed by John 
Photography, Ray June; sound, Jack 
Noyes. At Gaiety, New York, for twice 
daily $2 run, Dec. 7, indef. Running 
time, 108 mins. 
Martin Arrowsmith........- Ronald Colman 
Leora TOSer...cccccccececacses Helen Hayes 
HManGelivs...ccccccsstcecss Richard Bennett 
Professor Max Gottlieb........A. E. Anson 
Mr. Tozer. .....ssccsseceess DeWitt Jennings 
Mrs. Tozer.....sesesseesseess Pevlah Bondi 
Bert Tomer. ...ccceseccccetses > mere Roach 
Henry Novak....secessess: John M. Qualen 
State Veterinary..cecceccsss David Landau 
Joyce Lanyon....eees esececcecece Myrna Loy 
Dr... Tubbs... .csced Seece cence Claude King 
Terry Wickett.....cccessss: Russell Hopton 
Twyford.......cccccoecee-Alec B. Francis 
Miss Twryford....cccecsess Florence Britton 
The Governor......seccess: Lumsden Hare 
An interesting picture but one 


which seems best adapted to those 
attracted by the policy and scale 
at which it is playing in New York 
—twice daily and $2 top. That por- 
tion of the citizenry which read the 
Sinclair Lewis novel will probably 
be in sympathy with the filmiza- 
tion, those who 4idn’t will not be 
prone to deem this macabre tale 


entertainment. Both factions will 
find it hard to believe Ronald Col- 
man in the title role. 


The responsible factors include 
complete elimination of the novel’s 
expose phase as regards the medi- 


cal profession, unusual length, a 
tendency on the part of the direc- 
tor, John Ford, to too often disre- 
gard or overlook tempo, and an un- 
happy ending. But above all these 
things is the inability of Colman, 
a romantic juvenile, to convince as 
the intense scientist. This really 
amounts to a matter of seeking 
marquee strength rather than cast- 
ing. Colman either lacks the depth 
to portray such a part or has been 
permitted by his supervisors to seem 
to be in over his head. At no time 
does he imprint the unquenchable 
thirst for research, the sense of 
humility, futility, and idolatry for 
another and older scientist which 
the author wrote into the charac- 
ter. 


A viewing of ‘Arrowsmith’ again 
prompts the belief that pictures 
would do better to stay clear of 
these elaborately biographical novels 
with their wealth of actionless de- 
tail. There are too many handicaps 
imposed. Between the censors, the 
limitation of footage and the fear 
of inducing antagonism through 
treading upon the toes of sonte na- 
tional body, pictures have before 
evidenced their inability to trans- 
pese and condense such writing for 
the camera. ‘Arrowsmith’ is an- 
other example. 


Neither the studios nor the the- 
atres have the time demanded by 
these psychological studies which 
depend upon one climatic incident 
for their punch and prior to which 
everything is as slowly building 
a pyramid with every piece of stone 
undergoing rigid inspection before 
final placement. When the studios 
get hold of such a story they are 
forced to try and cover the most 
ground in the least time—the re- 
sult is a sketchy and uneven series 
of episodes leading to the main se- 
quence, upon which the film must 
stand or fall. In ‘Arrowsmith’ this 
is a scientist’s phyically successful 
fight against a West Indian bu- 
bonic plague epidemic, which takes 
two of his fellow crusaders and 
finally his wife. 


After this is Arrowsmith’s know]- 
edge of failure in having weakened 
from the experiment which mizht 
have stamped out all plagues for 
future generations. Inspired by Max 
Gottlieb, his medical school profes- 
sor, who is later called to New 
York and research work at the 
great McGurk foundation, and 
whom Arrowsmith eventually fol- 
lows to the same institution, the 
young doctor sails for the infested 
area with the avowed purpose of 
inoculating but half the population 
with his serum in order to fully 
ascertain its effectiveness. The 
death of his wife breaks down the 
resolve and he orders the serum 
given to the entire island, thereby 
forever clouding the results. 

Finish is Arrowsmith’s return to 
New York where the McGurk di- 
rectors hail him as a hero, prin- 
cipally to gain further recognition 
for the institution, but where the 
returned member of the staff only 
wants to acknowledge his failure 
in the eyes of and to Gottlieb. But 
the old man is suddenly stricken 
and never hears his protege’s re- 
port. Picture then carries on to a 
‘What Price Glory’ ending in hav- 
ing Arrowsmith pick up his micro- 
scope and push through the recep- 
tion crowd to join Gottlieb’s other 
disciple, who has announced his in- 
tention of retiring to build his own 
laboratory. The final view has Col- 
man yelling, ‘Wait for me,’ or lines 
to that effect. 

Colman’s performance is all on 
one plane and quite colorless. At 
no time does he really express the 
esteem of Arrowsmith for Gottlieb 
and the intensity of purpose to fol- 
low in the master’s path. Ford has 
tried to do this for him by plung- 
ing him through a snowstorm back 
to his McGurk lab after hours of 
little rest. But the star, neither in 
his playing or even make-up, sug- 


gests the fatigue or strain, until 
emerging from among his phials 
and bottles two days latter to hand 
his notes to Gottlieb. 


Helen Hayes, as the nurse, who 
becomes the promising physician’s 
wife, is wholly delightful and gives 
an enlightening and natural per- 
formance. She is mostly respon- 
sible for the interest in the early 
reels. Richard Bennett, as Son- 
delius, a Swedish scientist, who's 
speech finally determines Arrow - 
smith to follow his desire and join 
Gottlieb in New York, opens up 
impressively in the picture but 
eventually seems to pale. Along 
with Miss Hayes, A. E. Anson, as 
Gottlieb, is the most genuine figure 
in the film, although Claude King 
also makes a small part stand out. 
Myrna Loy is made a side issue 
during the scourge, who falls in 
leve with Arrowsmith but whom 
he rejects, both at that time and 
again when back in New York. 


Ford has made a valiant attempt 
to plant the story within the first 
two reels and speedily skips over 
Arrowsmith’s apprenticeship as a 
student, the prescribed term as an 
interne, and finally the unremunera- 
tive sojourn in his wife’s small Da- 
kota town as a practicing physician. 
The dialog takes care of time lapses 
with these events each spaced at 
about two years. The necessity for 
haste is what makes this early foot- 
age awkward, It is after the young 
couple reach New York that the 
sequences start to lengthen out and 
Ford, as if enjoying a sudden sub- 
mersion in a warm tub appears 
loathe to leave it, which may ex- 
plain the lack of pace which crops 
up and offers a direct contrast in 
technique to that within the first 
reels of the picture. 


The camera work and produc- 
tion backgrounds are impressive 
throughout. Particularly good is 
Ray June’s photography. AS a 
screen interpretation of the novel 
this presentation is probably as 
workmanlike a job as any studio 
could have produced, with the ex- 
ception of Colman, as noted. A 
difficult and gruesome story to tell 
with its rats, disease and death 
carts. 


It’s extremely dounptful if film fol- 
lowers are yet ready for this man- 
ner of picture making, or will en- 
dorse it to their friends. Undoubt- 
edly ‘a critics’ picture,’ ‘Arrow- 
smith’ is, however, that type of fea- 
ture which drapes the shoulders of 
exploitation departments with the 
mantle of responsibility. Sid. 


SECRET SERVICE 


Radio production and release. Associate 
producer, Louis Sarecky. Directed by J. 
Walter Ruben, Based on play by William 
Gillette, with adaptaton by Bernard Schu- 
bert. Film editor, John Kitchin, Photog- 
raphy by Edward Cronjager. Recording by 
George Ellis. Stars Richard Dix, with 
Shirley Grey opposite. At Hippodrome, 
New York, week Dec. 12. Running time, 
67 minutes. 


Lewis Dumont........+.e+e0.+-Richard Dix 


Edith Varney...... Sb derceceses Shirley Grey 
Lieut. Dumont........... William Post, Jr. 
MTSNTOTES 600.60 ccccveccocse »».Gavid Gordon 
General Grant...... seneveees Fred Warren 
Bets VORONE seccociccesttices Nance O'Neil 
ene . TEPOUNOUOs sediceccesssis Virginia Gale 
CRPGTINE.< cccccecces eoceceses Florence Lake 
WN 4.490.46040600 ecccccecs Clarence Muse 
Howard Varney.............Haroli Kinney 
OE | bn eke 649900006 ¢00006 Eugene Jackson 
Gen. Randolph....... ....Frederick Burton 
OR DON i cb cncsccdcdesesess Carl Gerard 
M Ba so sv cdeccccccéeete Gertrude Howard 


Richard Dix does a good charac- 
ter in ‘Secret Service.’ It’s all the 
picture has. If story had been 
stronger and developed more pow- 
erfully, it’d been Dix’s best 
since ‘Cimarron.’ Otherwise anemic 
throughout, it’s this star’s strong 
characterizations that holds the in- 
terest from the outset. There is some 
suspense built up, but it’s not much 
off the beaten track. Average 
grosses don’t seem in sight. 


Dix does a captain in the Yank 
army who undertakes a task at 
which many others have failed. It’s 
the job of crawling through the 
Civil War lines to Richmond to ob- 
tain information. 


Strictly a spy job but at no time 
does the picture lean to that angle. 
The secret sc-vice side was prob- 
ably played up in title and other- 
wise because there have been too 
many pictures dealing directly with 
the spy thing in various ways. 

Love interest is woven around 
the mutual cardiac action that sets 
in when Dix, posing as a southern 
army officer, carries a dying Con- 
federate to his home in Richmond, 
meeting the lad’s sister in that way. 
He virtually moves in with the fam- 
ily. 

Circumstances make it appear 
that Dix is a northern spy, but the 
girl refuses to believe this until the 
very last, when he’s caught. Mean- 
while she’s fallen so hard wartime 
enmity does ‘ot figure, 


The ending is an odd one and 
probably will not please the aver- 
age patron. Ready to be taken to a 
Confederate prison, Dix bids the 
girl gcodbye. Shaking hands with 
her, he says: ‘Until we meet again.’ 
That’s the tag, fade immediately 
following. 


In every foot Dix is giving a fine 
perforn..nce. He affects the drawl 
of a southern tongue and carries it 
through to the finish, giving his 
character pleity of life. The girl 
is Shirley Grey. Hers also is a good 





southern accent. Char, 





Minature Reviews 


‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). For play- 
goers rather than the film 
masses. A conscientious but 
unavailing effort to boil an ex- 
haustive and powerful novel 
down to picture size. Story 
inclines to gruesomeness with 
an unhappy ending. An un- 
convincing performance by the 
star, but with exploitation em- 
phasis on Colman, Helen 
Hayes, of ‘Madelon Claudet,’ 
and the literary standing of the 
Sinclair Lewis novel, vital. 

‘Secret Service’ (Radio). 
Richard Dix giving a fine ac- 
count of himself as a Civil War 
spy, but story holding gross- 
ing possibilities down. Reach- 


ing average business. isn't 
likely. 
‘The Cheat’ (Par). Society 


melodrama not so strong for 
the week stands, but solid fare 
for the minors. 

‘Flying High’. (M-G). Musi- 
cal lacking cast names to in- 
trigue them into a peek. Usual 
thin story uninterestingly 
played and aerial punch com- 
edy sequence following many 
two-reelers in its exaggera- 
tions. Big and impressive pro- 
duction background, but pic- 
ture will only hold its own in a 
few spots. 

‘The Struggle’ (UA.). A dull 
and sodden rendering in a “Ten 
Nights in a Barroom’ vein, with 
most of the old-time ranting 
and little drama. Won't do for 
either A or B houses. 

‘Elisabeth von Oecestereich’ 
(Gottschalk). Historical film 
of the Hapsburg tragedy. 
Lavishly produced and well 
acted. Lil Dagover, in the 
title role, doing the best work 
she has shown on this side. 
Little b. o. likelihood, however. 

















THE CHEAT 


Paramount production and release. _ Stars 
Tallulah Bankhead. Directed by George 
Abbott. Irving Pichel featured. From 


inal by Hector Turnbull (once made in 
silent Senna): adaptation by Harry Hervey. 
Cameraman, George Folren. At the Para- 
mount, N. Y., week Dee. 11. Running 
time, 65 mins, 


Elsa Carlyle.......ss+es Tallulah Bankhead 
Hardy Livingston....++e++s-+- Irving Pichel 
Jeffrey Carlyle.....-ssee+++ Harvy Stephens 
Terrell ....seeeseseese ebcccesee Jay Fassett 
Mrs. Albright......+..-+----.Ann Andrews 
TWARZE ccc ccccccccccccccces Willard Dashiell 
Defense Attorney....seeeseeees Arthur Hob! 
District Attormey......-++++ Robert Strange 


Whatever else is thought of it, 
‘The Cheat’ makes no pretense. It’s 
commercial melodramatic hoke, laid 
on good and thick and with a dress- 
ing of luxurious and fashionable to- 
cale. Will get spoofs from the so- 
phisticates, but possibly attention 
from the rank and file of fandom. 
It all seems to hang on Miss Bank- 
head, who has yet to be accepted by 
filmgoers at large. Its chances are 
not good. 

Picture hasn’t a ghost of an artis- 
tic aim, but it provides thrills for 
the naive and goes about that can- 
did mission with a good deal of di- 
rectorial and production skill, Pic- 
ture will need selling in the deluxes, 
but for the splits, major and minor, 
it should sustain itself. 

Straightforward melodrama is 
lavishly, almost prodigally, done as 
to swank Long Island locale of the 
wealthy. The clothes are voluptu- 
ous and the whole thing is extremely 
toney. Technique is of the strong- 
arm sort. The thrills are all make 
believe, but because of their theatri- 
cal vigor they register. No finesse 
or subtlety, but a heroine and a vil- 
lain who pursues her; situations 
flambuoyantly built, but trickily 
nursed along to climaxes give it a 
certain suspense, even if you do 
know a bit early what is going to 
happen. 

Something of an ancient complex- 
ion clings to the story about the 
butterfly wife who loses $10,000 in a 
gambling club and, to keep the 
truth from her husband, speculates 
with funds of a charity bazaar in 
her temporary care. Of course, she 





loses in the market and in despera- 
tion accepts a check from the heavy, 
a mysterious traveler just back from 
the Orient who don’t mean right by 
our Nell. 

Plot thickens when she obtains 
the money from her husband and 
makes a rendezvous to return it to 
her pursuer, only to be forced to 
shoot him in defense of her honor, 
as they say. It builds to a theatri- 
cal climax in a courtroom scene 
wherein the husband, who takes 
upon himself guilt of the near- 
slaying, is about to be convicted and 
the wife confesses all to free him. 

Miss Bankhead more than most 
actresses has a knack of fitting into 
these prodigal locals with plausibil- 


ity. She is at least an actress of 
elegance and that suffices for this 
story indeed. Sessue Hayakawa 


played the heavy role in the origina: 
silent, and probably was more to the 
point than the present incumbent, 
Irving Pichel, although he does 
manage to get across the essential 
feeling of sinister purpose. Harvey 
Stephens turns in an intelligent, 
manly performance as the pale hus- 
band role. 

Photography is notably fine, par- 
ticularly a sequence on a moonlit 
beach before the yacht club with 
gay young people bustling about a 
boat landing with the camera played 
for interesting angles. Rush. 





FLYING HIGH 


(Musical) 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 
lease, Features Bert Lahr and Charlotte 
Greenwood. Adapted from musical comedy 
of same name. Additional songs and lyrics 
by Dorothy Fields and James McHugh. Di- 
rected by Oharles Riesner. Film editor, 
W. 8S. Gray; photography, M. B. Gerstad; 
screen play, A. P. Younger; additional dia- 
log, R. E. Hopkins; dances staged by 
Busby Berkeley. At the Capitol, New York, 
week Dec. 11, Running time, 78 mins. 


MPD ¢ 0 606060060600606090 04566085 Bert Lahr 
PO i 8 6404680600044" Charlotte Greenwood 
BOT Cs cc cceeccsccccconesccceses Pat O'Brien 
ree eceeeess-- Kathryn Crawford 
err ee Charles Winninger 
errr err Hedda Hopper 
SAEs ABU 5.600 64000 6006008 008 Guy Kibbce 


A lavish musical comedy. So 
much so it doesn’t look as if Metro 
can ever get out of the box on it 
even if ‘Flying High’ were a smash. 
Picture has been playing around the 
country now for some time and has 
been having its troubles. Reasons 
seem to be that there is no cast 
name strength, the story is one of 
those things, and its main comedy 
sequence is following many two- 
reelers which have held the same 
aerial exaggerations. Besides, it’s 
a musical of which Hollywood itself 
made the public leery. Picture may 
push a few theatres to an even 
break, and that’s more than it will 
ever do for itself. 

George White, who originally pro- 
duced the show, has his name above 
the title, apparently as a contract 
condition. That won’t mean any- 
thing and if not in New York, then 
not at all. Same goes for Bert Lahr. 
The feature’s best chance is on 
Broadway. 

Film breaks into song five times, 
only one number from the original 
DeSylva, Brown and Henderson 
score being retained, and there are 
two dance numbers. Busby Berke- 
ley, staging the routines, has a cho- 
rus of 40 girls and 16 boys. These 
ensembles have been nicely worked 
out, being strictly for the camera 
and overhead angles. They run to 
formations rather than steps. Ries- 
ner, who directed, has also tried to 
help the numbers along by moving 
the camera up to the girls three or 
four times, although always using 
the same line members, Interpolated 
tunes are pleasant, but are given 
nothing by those delivering them. 

Lahr continues a funny guy and 
seems screen material if properly 
handled. On his first celluloid effort 
he is unfortunately up against the 
handicap of having to stand film 
public comparison against another 
comic who beat him to it, and such 
word-of-mouth can really hurt. 
Lahr is practically on his own here, 
although Charlotte Greenwood is 
co-featured and plays opposite him. 
Miss Greenwood hasn’t tried to get 
away from her gangling presence 
for years and there can be no report 
of a switch as yet. A veteran and 
capable comedienne, Miss Green- 
wood ought to be able to supply a 
change of pace providing those in 
charge ever recall that she has been 


(Continued on page 21) 











The Woman’s A ngle 








‘Secret Service’ (Radio). 


‘The Cheat’ (Par). 


‘Flying High’ (M-G). 


weakened by insipid love interest. 


Dreary preachment against the Demon Rum. 


‘The Struggle’ (U. A.). 
No interest for women. 


Civil War espionage, even with Richard Dix 
as the noble spy, too antiquated in method to intrigue a modern girl. 
Mothers of small boys may find it suitable for them. 


Elemental hokum, posing as sassiety @rama, con- 
tains enough suspense and smart grooming io bait feminine attention. 
Production has to fight against an unsympathetic leading character and 
self-conscious references to wealth which are giggle provoking. 


Lavish musical favored by boisterous comedy, 
impressively filmed routines and a Broadway-hit reputation. 


out a draw for fanettes (other than the laugh provoking Bert Lahr) and 


Cast with- 


| Talking : Shorts 


PCODLES HANNAFORD 
‘The Riding Master’ 
Comedy; 10 Mins. 
Warner, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1201 

According to ‘Variety’s’ file this 
is one of Poodles Hannaford's first 
Vitaphone shorts. As might be ex. 
pected, it deals 


with horses and 
Poodles, partly with the aid of a 
fat lady, clowns to circus perfec. 
tion. 


It’s a little out of the ordinary 
run for picture audiences and pro- 
vides several fair laughs. 
stunting closes it. 


Serious 
Waly. 
LOUIS JOHN BARTELS 

‘Selling Shorts’ 


Comedy 

19 Mins. 

Hippodrome, N. Y. 
RKO Pathe 

Two-reelers with sufficient com- 
edy plot construction and laughs 
for big towns and small. 

Louis John Bartels doesn’t ever 
use that trick laugh of his, but in 
other ways he shoulders comedy 
responsibilities fairly well. He's a 


traveling salesman handling lingerie 
hence the title), who gets off the 
‘rain in the Ozark mountains in 
hopes of getting a drink. 

He becomes involved with two 
fuedist families, each of which has 
a daughter they want to marry off, 
Most of the action deals with Bare 
tels’ efforts to escape a shotgun 
wedding. 

Margaret Breen and Victor Potel 
are among those in support. : 
Char. 


‘DIVE IN’ 


Sport Reel 
10 Mins. 
Capitol, N. Y. 


Metro 


Too similar to a previous spool 
issued from the same source, which 
has Pete Smith, M-G’s studio pub- 
licity head, doing the recounting, to 
rate importantly. While the spring- 
boarding of champions is always 
pretty too much, that’s about all 
this reel holds. The sound track 
accompanying patter isn’t so bright 
here and there’s the usual comedy 
plunger who, it is to be hoped, will 
mean more in the smaller houses 
than he did at this deluxe site. 
Camera sneaks up unnecessarily 
close behind a group of girls in 
skin tight bathing attire as they 
climb a ladder, evidencing that the 
makers felt none too sure of the 
subject in general. Censors will 
likely pass the reel on its title and 
worded description of its subject 
matter, but if they ever get a peek 
at the feminine ascent they’li chop. 
Principals include Mickey Riley, 
who has looked into a lens from 
many a 10-foot board; Georgia 
Coleman and Dutch Schmidt. All 
flash superb form, Riley predominate 
ing and the slow motion photoge 
raphy vividly descriptive. An early 
and interesting sidelight shows the 
divers warming up and looking as 
much like a troupe of acrobats as 
anything else. j 


ROMANTIC JOURNEYS 
‘Harem Secrets’ 
8 Mins. 
Translux, New York 

Educational 
Claude Flemming, the talkative 
Englishman who is acting as well 
as talker-reportering in this series, 
claims that ‘Harem Secrets’ boasts 
the first motion picture camera to 
get inside a harem. The announce- 
ment carries little weight with the 
average audience, 
Maybe some of the scenes shown 
are actually those of a harem’s in- 
terior. As they shape up in this sub- 
ject they impress more as an East- 
ern night club where anyone with 
the price can gain entrance. 
This series is being touched with 
Multicolor. Wal, 


Sid. 


DORVOZ 

Travelog 

Mins. 

Cameo, N. Y. 

Amkino 


Some interesting photography, but 
as a whole a pretty tiring Russian 
short. Lecture :n Russian with Eng- 
lish captions. It’s ,laced in Uzbee 
with Circus >)*y as the attraction. 
Some of the circus views in- 
trigue, though too much footage is 
given them. Mostly wire walking 
with one old man of 70 dancing on 
slack wire a: * walking it on stilts. 
Inevitable Russ propoganda at the 
end, something about the coming 
of a new day, doesn’t help. Kauf. 


‘SECOND CHILDHOOD’ 
Comedy, 8 Mins. 
Warner, New York 

Vitaphone No. 1169 
Adults in baby attire plug the vld 
number ‘This Is Baby’s Birthday 
Party.’ Other than pushing the song, 
which matters little at this late 
projection, idexu is as old on the 





screen as the idea itself, Waly. 
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y 4 want to thank Sinclair Lewis for giving me 
the greatest story | have ever put upon the screen; | want to 
thank New York for the reception it gave “ARROWSMITH” 
Monday night at the Gaiety Theatre; | want to thank the press 
of this city for the acclaim with which it has greeted us. 

“ARROWSMITH” has been called by those who have seen 
it the most powerful and appealing film drama ever made; | am 
grateful if such is the result that has come from the months of 
preparation; with the inspiration provided by Mr. Lewis’ immor- 
tal novel Sidney Howard has fashioned a brilliant adaptation 
and into its playing Ronald Colman, Helen Hayes and Richard 
Bennett have put the performances of their careers. 

To my production organization in Hollywood f send the 
message of my gratitude to them and the message that their 
fine and concientious work has resulted in everything they have 
dreamed about and heped for. | am wiring to them some ex- 
. tracts from our press reviews — and | want you to see them, too. 
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- . © DAILY NEWS — Irene Thirer — 

™ “The 1931 Film Triumph . . . something even bigyer, better and greater 

BS than you had expected ... a full and powerful tale...a truly great 

Hi achievement. You'll see it again and again and tell your friends. It 
? scores four stars for all concerned...” 


2 @ AMERICAN — Regina Crewe — 
18 “In every way an admirable effort adding measurably to. the prestige’ 


n of the screen, this production towers a giant among dwarfs .. .“ 


“ ! @ JOURNAL — Rose Pelswick — 

“One of the most distinguished efforts to come from the Hollywood | 
studios... ‘ARROWSMITH’ is a distinct departure from the general run. 
of presentations...the picture is as powerful as the brilliant novel . . ” 


@ N. Y. TIMES — Mordaunt Hall — 
“ ‘ARROWSMITH’ shines in its characterization and in the sane fashion 
in which the story y has been handied ... an Intelligent, , forceful film 
version of a Nobel Prize novel... 


@ MIRROR — Bland Johaneson — 
“Ronald Colman’s performance is the finest he has ever given ... an 
unusual film, a credit to its star and to the movies... ” 


® WORLD-TELEGRAM — William Boehnel — 
“ “ARROWSMITH’ makes a bid as the season's best picture . >. an 
absorbing drama that not only bursts with life, - but is a searching 
portrayal of character... the entire cast is well n well nigh perfect... 


@ SUN — John S. Cohen, Jr. — 
“Of alt the Nobel prize winning Sinclair Lewis’ tomes, this one affected 
me most...a purposely romantic melodrama I” 


@ HERALD-TRIBUNE — Richard Watts — 
“The film is courageously faithful to the original ... honest and 
absorbing . .. definitely thrilling |” 


@ POST — Thorton Delehanty — 
Vividly impressive! “ARROWSMITH’ is unquestionably a cinema 
‘achdovement}” 









































































With this unanimous praise from the press, I give “ARROWSMITH” 
to the public as the greatest offering of my career 


Samuel Goldwyn 











VARIE TY Yuesday, December 15, 1931 


et 


sa A A A ALAA AAA 
NT ST 


= «the seein have never failed you | 
..in the only current hit 100 per cent 
okay for family trade. Already 209 first- 


rabtel bookings for Christmas Week. | 
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EI Brendel - Raul Roulien 


Story by Guy Bolton, Lyrics by Tra Gershwin 





Plus six song hits they’ll be humming aaa by 


a FO 4 GEORGE GERSHWIN 
PICTURE Directed by DAVID BUTLER 
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Marilyn Millee William Powell Lil Dagover Doug Fairbanks, Jr. Joan Blondell Waker Huston - Warren William 


You'll get all these stars 
in the 


BIG 









WARNER and FIRST 
NATIONAL Pictures 
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*" JANUARY 
PLAY DATES 





DEC. 26" in 
Marilyn MILLER 


ah MAIESTY LO Marian MARSH JA N > 9" TaN 
R MAJ 
center atine erga | UNDER EIGHTEEN LIL DAGOVER 
Chester Conklin, Ford Sterling. ag Df a2 # nou a ea. a The Continental Darling in 
Page, Regis Toomey, Norman Foster. THE WOMAN F ROM 
MONTE CARLO 








JAN. 16” we 


With Walter Huston, Warren William, John 
Wray, George E. Stone, Robert Warwick. ; 





JAN. 23° en) 





MANHATTAN | 

PARADE UNION JAN. 30" we 
: SMITH and DALE DEPOT | William POWELL 
Winnie Lightner, Chas. Butterworth, Bobby Bound to be the mightiest dra- in his greatest role to date 
3 ee ‘matic smash of 1932... . . with HIGH PRESSURE 


Doug. FAIRBANKS, Jr. Wecibbee,” George Sidney’ Joha Weaye 1 
JOAN BLONDELL and 
5,000 Players 


























LONDON OFFICE, 8 St. Martin’s PL, Trafalgar 


“Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON, 


rc Matten'« IFOREIGN FILM NEWS 


Cable Address: 


“VYARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE, Paris Bidg., 15 Boulevard des Italiens 
VARINEWS, PARIS, Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 


19 











Evans-Beaverbrook Coming Over; 
Maybe to Buy Foxs B-G Piece 








London, Dec. 14. 

Beginning to look as though Will 
vans is serious with his co-oper- 
ative booking talk. He sails for 
America Wednesday (16) with Lord 
Beaverbrook to talk with American 
film men at the home offices. Idea 
is for Beaverbrook to remain in the 
background, with Evans doing all! 
the talking. 

Beaverbrook and Evans are pre- 
pared to reopen negotiations to pur- 
chase the Fox holdings in the Eng- 
lish Gaumont British and imme- 
diately hook up with Fox produc- 
tions. Understanding is that Beav- 
erbrook and Evans carry the confi- 
dence of the Midland Bank and 
money will be no bar. 

Meanwhile renters here are con- 
tinuing to call the Evans scheme 
an if-and-when proposition, and 
continue to call it all an Evans 
bluff. 





According to several of the for- 
eign offices of American major com- 
panies in New York, Will Evans is 
unlikely to accomplish much for his 
booking scheme by coming here. 
Home office headquarters may re- 
fuse to do any business over the 
heads of their established London 
offices. Fact Evans must come here 
to try putting it over is called proof 
of failure of his ideas over there as 
seen in New York. 


MEXICO WITHDRAWS 
BAN ON NEWSREELS 


Mexico City, Dec. 14, 

Newsreel censorship here has 
been lifted by Secretary of State 
Manuel C. Tellez, ex-Ambassador to 
the United States, following an in- 
terview with Cobert Turnbull, vet- 
eran Paramount cameraman, and 
Roberto Rocha, cameraman of the 
Chicago ‘Daily News.’ 

After the confab Secretary Tellez 
announced newsreels are the most 
valuable agency for spreading au- 
thentic information about Mexico 
abroad. He informed all newsreel 
men that they would henceforth be 
free to operate unmolested. 

Two months ago, before Tellez 
became Secretary of State, that de- 
partment ordered strict censorship 
of reeis, giving no reason. 


2 New Stages for ATP 


London, Dec. 14, 

Basil Dean has committed him- 
self to spend $250,000 at the Asso- 
ciated Talking Pictures studios in 
Ealing, near London, for the build- 
ing of two more stages. 

ATP is the local production sub- 
sid for Radio Pictures. 


Only Americans? 


London, Dec. 14. 
British censor has been ap- 
proached to investigate charges of 
animal cruelty in American tray- 
elogs. 
Complaints brought by the Per- 
forming Animals’ Defense League. 




















JOINVILLE VACATION 


Paris, Dec. 14. 
Paramount’s Joinville studios will 
be closed down for two weeks be 
tween Christmas and New Year. 
Fireproofing and other structural 
changes will be made. 





LEGION CROSS FOR KANE 


Paris, Dec. 14. 
Robert Kane of Paramount studios 
was decorated with the cross of the 
Legion of Honor. 
Adolph Zukor was decorated a 
week ago. 





German Director for B. I. 


Berlin, Dec. 14. 
Paul Ludwig Stein, local director, 
has an offer from British Interna- 
tional for one picture. 
Film would be made under Paul 
Morosco management. 


ve 


PAR, FOX AND INDIES 
BID FOR JAP MARKET 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Indicating an increase in impor- 
tance of the Japanese market, Par- 
amount is sending Y. Uchida to the 
Joinville studio, France, to super- 
impose Japanese titles on French 
dialog pictures. 

Uchida has been in New York 
writing the superimposed titles for 
Paramount’s Hollywood made films. 
His place in New York will be taken 
by Y. Tamura, now visiting in 
Hollywood, and whom Uchida has 
been assisting in writing the Jap- 
anese titles. 

Fox has also made a bid for the 
Japanese market with its Japanese 
dialog synchronization, ‘Man Who 
Came Back.’ Multicolor and several 
local shorts producers also have 
their eye on Nipponese trade and 
are preparing dialogers for that 
country. 








French Owners Demand 
Taxes Be Lightened 


Paris, Dec. 14, 

Legit managers in the provinces 
are petitioning the government to 
ease off on taxes. 

Unless all amusement taxes are 
lifted right away, is the claim, all 
the outlying houses will have to 
fold up. 








UA Denies Interest in 
RKO London House 


United Artists has no intention 
of taking over the Leicester Square 
theatre in London when RKO gives 
up that house in March. Report 
from London had UA interested in 
the site. 

According to UA’s New York of- 
fice UA bid for the spot before 
RKO took it over but has changed 
its mind about it since. 


U. A. Fixes With 6-B 


London, Dec. 14. 

After six months of coldness, 
United Artists is again doing busi- 
ness with Gaumont British in the 
West End. 

Reconciliation calls for ‘Age of 
Love’ (UA) going into the New Gal- 
lery early in the new year, and 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Columbia) to 
go into the Capitol. 











Vanduyn at Soundfilm’s 


London, Dec. 14. 
Eric Vanduyn is the new man- 
aging director for Associated 
Soundfilm Industries. 
He succeeds Rudolf Becker. 





Soviet’s Film Jubilee 
At 5-Year Plan’s End 


Paris, Dec. 3. 

The proposed Russian film of 
Roland Brown is now set. Syd 
Buster Brown has been looking 
over Russian films here and getting 
data and is sailing in a few days for 
New York. Then to Hollywood 
where he will get his equipment as 
well as to pick up his brother, now 
at Universal, 

Pair hope to be back here by be- 
ginning of February and_ then 
straight to Russia to film for an en- 
tire year with the help of Soviet 
government. The plan is to release 
the picture in New York City on 
the day that the Five-Year Plan 
matures, when attention will be 
focused on Moscow. 


DENMARK FILM 
SITUATION BAD 


Copenhagen, Dec. 14. 

Enormous increase in the dollar 
rate has picture business here up- 
set with an acute film shortage, and 
an entire economic breakdown pos- 
sible. 

Stringent emergency legislation 
barring transferring of currency .is 
making things worse. Any number 
of film importers are tied up and 
unable to meet their contracted ob- 
ligations. 


LONDON H. 0. FILMS 
ACCOUNT OF XMAS 


London, Dec. 14. 

Most of the theatres which usual- 
ly change on Fridays are holding 
their films here into the Christmas 
week, although plotting to switch 
just before the holiday. 

‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par), is strong 
at the Plaza and will hold till Mon- 
day, three days over the usual run. 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ (Par), will fol- 
low in. 

‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa), still 
leads the talker field here, getting 
$19,500 on its second week at the 
Tivoli. May stay for four weeks. 

‘Sunshine Susie,’ British talker, 
got a little over $10,000 at the Cap- 
itol and will also stay out a month. 

Jack Buchanan’s ‘Man of May- 
fair’ (Par-British made) slipped 
suddenly during its second week at 
the Carlton and is replaced by ‘Her 
Majesty, Love’ (FN) today. Grind 
policy helped bring the b. o. figure 
up a bit, but not to where neces- 
sary, although first week’s showing 
led to a belief the film was good for 
a month. 

First National picture sent in be- 
cause Paramount is having an acute 
product shortage here between this 
house and the Plaza for first runs. 


CANTY UNDER KNIFE 


Paris, Dec. 14. 
George Canty, head of the motion 
picture division at the American 
Embassy, went under the knife for 
an appendix operation. 
Doing well. 




















Europe Drastically Short of Films; 
Exhib Sees Sweep for Shoe-Stringers 





American producers faced 


with the acute problem of supply- 


ing sufficient product for European 
needs, or lesing that market to na- 
tive shoe string producers. At least 
temporarily. According to the ex- 
perienced observation of Europe’s 
biggest indie chain operator at no 
time in the history of the business 
has the European theatre field felt 
such a shortage of product. The 
only salvation for the theatres over 
there is in supporting the shoe 
string film makers. 

The Europe n exhib is on edge, 
says this operator, as the risk of 
dealing with an indie film maker 
abroad is at best doubtful of suc- 
happened that 


are 


cess. It has often 
films on which the exhibitor has 
advanced rental costs may be 


never delivered. But there's no al- 
ternative at present, as the need for 
pictures is so great. 

This theatre man states that the 





ating and biggest bets for Ameri- 
can made talkers are action pic- 





tures with name stars. Otherwise 
the exhibs across the pond must 
fall back on native mades, although 
prone to chance Yankee made ver- 
sions from time to time. 


Promises and Notes 


Quickie makers plan everything 
on promises and notes. The way 
it’s played a producer will hire an 
accredited director, or sometimes a 
director and an accredited name 
star. With these people under con- 
tract, and a!:hough with no finances 
in sight, he will travel to an estab- 
lished studio and nine times out of 
10 will be granted funds to make a 
film. The studio, however, wins 
back its advance through studio 
charges and a booking agreement 
invariably made in its own favor. 
These run tc 60 anc 40% on terms 
in favor of the studio, er, at the 
worst, 50-50. 

In Germany alone there may be 
100 or more shoe stringers rising 
within a yecr. France also has its 
quota of producers of thi= sort. 
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Emelka of Germany Looks to Be 


In Money Troubles, with Perhaps 
Chance of Some Co. Stepping In 





DODGING QUOTA DEAL 
BY GERMANY-AUSTRIA 


14. 

Understanding has been reached 
by Germany and Austria as to im- 
portation of films between the two 
countries. New line-up is that 
both can have each other’s product 
without hindrance, as necessitated 
by conditions. 

Officially there is a 10 to 1 quota, 
meaning 10 German pictures against 
one Austrian for export purposes 
from this side. Understanding is 
that this is to be forgotten when- 
ever more convenient to do so, 


Berlin, Dec. 





No Change in German 
Theatre Totals in 2 Yrs. 


Figures on picture houses in Ger- 
many for 1931, up to the middle of 
November, reveal that there has 
been practically no change in that 
country for two years. About 30 


less houses now exist in Germany 
than two years ago although the 
country has about 40,000 more 
seats. 

Actual German totals at present 
are 5,057 theatres with a seating 
capacity of 1,986,813. These figures 
compare with 5,087 and 1,981,074 for 
1930 and 5,078—1,946,513 for 1929. 








Mob Drawn by Show 
Calls Out Paris Cops 


Paris, Dec. 14, 
Trade-showing of ‘Amour a 
lV Americain’ (‘American Love’) 
(Braunberger) brought out police 


reserves who had to charge the riot- 
ing waiting line in front of the Am- 
bassadeurs. Doors of the theatre 
had been closed after the house 
was filled by a mob of non-profes- 
sionals while Spinelly, star of the 
film, and the picture critics, couldn’t 
get in. 

Films in Paris are always given 
a trade-showing to which picture 
critics are invited, but are always 
somehow or other jammed with a 
non-professional mob, those whom 
the showing is for often not finding 
room enough. 


B.I.’s Month’s Closing 


London, Dec. 14. 
British International has called a 
shutdown on the Elstree studios for 
one month. 
Studio is 16 films ahead of deliv- 
ery now. 











Hague Bars Two 





The Hague, Dec, 14. 
Two more pictures banned here, 
one American and one Austrian. 
Pictures are ‘Blushing Brides’ 
(Metro) and ‘General Babka’ (Lista- 
film). 





Starting ‘AII’ 


London, Dec. 14. 

Harry Lachman is here to start 
making ‘Aren’t We All?’ with Ger- 
trude Lawrence starring. Work 
starts Dec. 21. 

Lachman brought Rudolph Mate, 
cameraman, with him from France. 
Cast for the picture are Owen 
Nares and Hugh Wakefield. 





Starting Minus Clive 


London, Dec. 14. 
Despite Colin Clive’s injury which 


will keep him in bed some time, 
Paramount is_ starting ‘Spring 
Cleaning’ today (14). Alexander 


Korda is megging. 

Either John Gielgud or George 
Baraud will replace Clive. Mary 
Newcomb and Barry Jones will be 
featured. 





14. 
facing a crucial 
it 


Berlin, Dec. 


Emelka is test, 
have a 
About 


$8,000 in wages is due to be paid out 


with a possibility may 


strike of all studio workers. 


today, with a question as to whether 
it will show in time. 

Things began happing for Emelka 
a few days ago, with General Man- 


ager Max Schach resigning. Reason 


is understood to be that he had 
trouble with Albert Kohan, head of 
the French group of financiers in- 


terested in Emelka. Kohan is un- 


derstood to have severely reproached 


Schach for allowing work to start 


with E. A, 


Dupont megging to: be titled ‘Peter 
Voss,’ without arranging for French 
co-production and co-financing. 
Adolphe Csso was being negotiated 
with, but details were upset when 
Schach gave orders for the film to 
get going. 

With the present mess it is prac- 
tically certain the Dupont film will 
be shelved for the time being, since 
Emelka has not money enough on 
hand to finish it with. 

Kohan has taken Christopher 
Muelleneisen on as attorney to at- 
tempt some straightening out. Muel- 
leneisen is also a trustee of the unit- 
ed sound film groups Tobis-Klang- 
film, in connection with Emelka. 
Couple left Saturday night (12) for 
Paris in the hope that Pathe-Natan 
might be interested in buying out 
Emelka., 

Another possibility is that there is 
increased interest in Ufa for the 
Emelka theatres, especially in view 
of the new emergency law which 
provides that all holders of leases 
can be given notice to clear out by 
spring, with that meaning Ufa may 
find itself in a hole for theatres in 
some spots, 

Also some talk of Paramount be- 
ing interested in the Emelka chain, 


on a super-production 


Emelka’s Hard ime 


Emelka has been having a hard 
time for over a year, with things 
alternately better and worse. Im- 
portance of the company lies in the 
fact it has leases for 42 houses, three 
of which, including the Capitol, Ber- 
lin, are owned outright. 

Some time ago a new group of 
financiers, mostly with French and 
Swiss money, resuscitated the com- 
pany, but evidently not sufficiently. 

Paramount and Ufa have been in- 
terested in Emelka for sore while, 
with Para iount not likely to go into 
that or any other big European deal 
at this time. Ufa has always toyed 
with the itea of taking over Emelka, 
thus having a clear field in the thea- 
tre way in Germany, but has always 
felt that the time would come when 
it could get the houses for practi- 
cally nothing. As most of the chain 
is merely leased, with some of the 
leases claimed not to be too profit- 
ably arranged, Ufa --2s not anxious 
previously to get involved. Now, 
with new laws allowing for easy 
breaking of leases, Ufa figures to be 
a good deal ahead by taking over 
the chain, 

Tobis was for some time the most 
interested company in all Europe 
for talking over Emelka. <A few 
months ago it seemed certain the 
deal would go through, since Tobis’ 
greatest German headache has been 
that it had no theatres. At present 
Tobis’ financing is none too secure, 
with no outside deals likely. 


CLAIR’S 3RD FILM HIT 
FOR WORLD WIDE USE 








Paris, Dec. 14. 
Tobis is now trade-showing the 
new Rene Clair picture, ‘Liberte a 
Nous’ (‘Freedom for Us’), which 
looks like a third straight interna- 
tional bet for Clair. Little dialog 


anc no closeups in the picture help 
to make it pretty safe booking 
everywhere. 

Picture is a humorous attempt to 
decry the industrial life showing 


the life of men in factories equale 





ing that of men in jail. Socialistie, 
but handled from a gag standpoint, 
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‘PUT YOUR 
BEST FOOT 
FORWARD 











CHRISTMAS! , 


‘The Festive Season is Entertainment 
Season. Don’t be caught with a weak 
attraction when the public is out to 
spend. If you’ve got an M-G-M show 
booked, you’re all set for a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!g# 
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Be Sure to Have One of these M-G-M Hits in Your House 
to Cash In on the Holiday Ticket-Buying! 









2 
GRETA GARBO, RAMON NOVARRO, NORMA SHEARER, ROBERT MONT- WALLACE BEERY, JACKIE COOPER 
Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone! Gentlemen, GOMERY in the hit show ‘Private Lives’’ offer laughs and tears ps the perfect holiday 
this is the greatest Garbo picture ever made, will stretch your walls. Get ready for show for young or old. 2nd Month at $2 
bar none! “‘Divorcee’’ business! 2. Astor. Py 
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JOAN CRAWFORD, CLARK GABLE Try to find a more fitting show for Christmas Test engagements of “Big Parade’’ in Sound 
are packing theatres from Coast to Coast Week than the triumphant return of “Ben- exceed even fondest expectations. It’s smart 
in this great entertainment. Held over at Hur” in Sound. Now playing Broadway at the showmanship to give them thrilling spectacle 
Capitol, N Y. Extended runs everywhere Riako Theatre. as a change of pace in the talkie age! 
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s- By Epes W. Sargent 











The Dutch Idea 


The Hague. 


Rather original and ripping press 
the French 


is claims increased business 60%. 
Manhattan this year will spend be- 
tween $5,000 and $6,000 for gifts, 
furniture, etc., to be given ‘away. 





Two Weeks Ahead 





FLYING HIGH 


(Continued from page 14) 
in the same groove season after 


Elisabeth von Oesterreich 


(‘Elisabeth of Austria’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


campaign announced Manhattan is particularly squeezed season and, for films, has been a| ,.Gottschalk production and Tobis Foren 
pe gta =? ; i ( 2 2 amu, 4 — . | film release. Stars Lil Dagover. Direc 
film: ep Saget amin which | on the lower east side through go- Independent chains and ex }one formula player. That Miss| py Adolf Trotz: screen play by a 
gre “like ‘this: ing out of double features in a truce hibitors obtaining film out of Greenwood has a good deal to do/| Claren, A. Lantz and A. Shirokauer; pho- 
Part of text was like Ss: with Loew to kill that policy in the the New York exchanges are with what’s the matter with ‘Flying ; ‘°staphy, Frederik Fuglsang; dances, Jan 


Briand and Laval saw this film. 
They forgot about German pay- 
ments. 


territory below 14th street. 
Dave Lustig, of Manhattan, who 
organized last year’s drive, is pre- 





beginning to prepare their ex- 
ploitation campaigns two weeks 
in advance, and some of the 


High’ is more a studio error than 
anything else. 
The inconsequential story finally 


Trojanswoki; musical supervision, Dr. Fellx 
Guenther. At the Europa, N. Y., for grind 
run Dec. 10. Running time, 110 mins. 

Elisabeth of Austria........... Lil Dagover 





Henderson saw this film and} poring the 1932 ush Chain is . : : . : Mi “re : Fanny Angerer...........-. .Maria Solveg 
wanted to scrap all war debts. dene fhe its drive as inspirea || J@reer circuits in this class Sete Sade ame Beles Crcewnod 20 | Frans Juss .s--...0c ck... .-<0 Paul Otto 
MacDonald saw this film and be- pines DO: gy Rep Mariage Areaor g sanitary are putting on their own ex- a contraption which is a cross be-| Crown Prince Rudolph....Ekkehard Arend 
a stuntnt by gratitude for their patron's busi- loite tween a tractor and an auto-gyro| Princess Stephanie............. Gert Pilary 
¢ame an optimist. ; ness during the past year. plolteers. a for a wild ride around the airport | Mary Vetsera............+: Charlotte Ander 
Stimson and Mellon saw it and In view of conditions, the . : as ; Archduchess Sophie.............- Ida Perr 
: Ber Fag er ee ’ and finally up to break the altitude | pref ug 88 Sophie. +--+. Gustav 8 4 
— : St. Paul. independents say they have to || record. The Capitol is doing every- | Crown Prince Ludwig.......  Sereius Sax 
itely. Ray O’Connell of the Orpheum sell their shows further in thing it can to help by going to its 


Mussolini saw it and made it up 
with the Pope. 

Hoover saw it before making his 
thrilling deferred payments pro- 
posal in June. 


Helping the Idle 


A manager hired 25 from the un- 


(RKO) evolved the idea of having 
a judge sentence warring factions 
in neighborhood or apartment house 
back yards to see ‘Way Back Home’ 
and cool their combative tempers. 
Judge Parks, at O’Connell’s sug- 
gestion, sentenced a group of five 
in a neighborhood war to see the 


advance in order to get more 
from the pictures available for 
them. 











Mystery Letters 
The mysterious appointment idea 
seems to have been forgotten com- 


big screen for this sequence. After 
Miss Greenwood has climbed all 
over the wings the descent, accom- 
panied by a peculiar sound effect 
used in ‘Trader Horn,’ igs further 
padded in having the elongated gir] 
in a parachute. 

Dialog in the hands of Lahr, plus 


Jolanda’ Sszoerek........ccccccees Ida Wuest 


Despite some annoying faults, this 
is one of the most gripping German 
films to be shown in New York, 
Whether it will get money is an- 
other story. It is a hard story to 
follow. 

Most interesting feature, from an 


‘ i ‘ost five ‘ats for firs age his style of delivery, clicks regular- | , ‘ric . i r 
employment bureau for a parade} film. Cost five ducats for first page er this ent cane aici 2a : y, 2g American standpoint, is the work of 
which lasted slightly more than an| ads that no theatre has yet been plete ly, sonettiage tg pore See S" aap \ly with the show's yell line of] Lil Dagover in the title role. First 
hour, each man carrying a placard | able to buy. 1 ne. SAO. = Dee ot “| ‘That's all I can spare,’ in the doc-| time she’s been shown on this side 
for ‘The Men in Her Life,’ but stat- handout, but it’s better when! tor’s office, retained but having lost |in a sympathetic role, her other 


ing they were not the men in the 
life of Lois Moran in the picture. 

Newspaper played up the story, 
since it was plugging the employ- 
ment bureau and a lot of people ap- 
proved the idea of giving the mena 
chance to earn a little money. Men 
themselves got $1 apiece and an in- 
vitation to see the show free. 

Idea was not so much to advertise 
the picture as to create good will for 
the house. 





Request Nights 
Stamford, Conn. 

The Stamford theatre is using the 
Request Night’ idea to good re- 
sults. Once a week, in addition to 
the current feature, an old timer is 
run in for a showing. 

Coupon is carried in the local pa- 
per asking readers to nominate 
films they would care to see again. 
Preponderance of the votes decide. 
Serves as a double feature without 
committing the house. 


Revived News 
° Galena, Il. 
Digging out some old newsreel 
film, mostly local stuff, Stanley 
Leahy, of the local picture house, 
faded the feature regarding draw- 
ing power. News that the (film 
showed some of the dignified local 
eitizenry when they weren't so dig- 
nified was permitted to spread 
around and they flocked to see what 








Civic Specialties 
Tacoma. 

Doug Kimberly, manager of Or- 
pheum (RKO) is getting returns by 
extra activity in civic affairs. Hard- 
ly a big thing is pulled in tewn 
without Kimberly having a finger 
in it. No chance overlooked to tie- 
in for the Orph. 

Stocking filler matinees are in co- 
operation with the Elks lodge. In 
connection with the firemen there 
is a toy show. Newspapers play in 


big for gobs of free space for the: 


theatre. 

Co-operation of the theatre with 
the mayor and chamber of com- 
merce is close. An example of ex- 
ploitation and ciyic work which 
really means something. 


Makes ’Em Sing 
Hazleton, Pa. 
Ben M. Cohen, of the Capitol, 
boosted average receipts by $150 on 
a community sing and is going to 
use one every week until they show 
signs of dwindling. Cohen did the 
leading himself and sang a solo. 


A Big Night 
Thursday night each week the 
Navarre theatre, Brooklyn, a nabe 
house, gives away dresserware to 
feminine patrons. Idea is catching 
on so well that the house shoots 
its double feature for that night and 











worked as a mailing piece. 

In its essential it is a letter which 
warns the recipient if he would 
avoid a mistake to be at a certain 
place at a certain hour, generally 
a corner near the theatre and just 
before show time. He is to present 
his letter to a man who will be there 
and who will give him further di- 
rections. A ribbon or other mark 
will identify. 

Most persons will realize it is a 
sting of some sort, but they will be 
curious. Those who come are handed 
a typed or printed slip giving direc- 
tions to the theatre, etc. 

Sometimes the letter is signed 
with a girl's name and a miss 
shguld be stationed at the corner 
to hand out the slips. 





Kid Club to Troupe 

An idea so good that it is to be 
regretted it was not reported ear- 
lier is turned in by the manager 
of a small house. He has been train- 
ing his childrens’ club in Christmas 
carols and on Christmas Eve the 
best singers will be loaded into 
busses and taken to the hospital, 
a home fo? the aged and an orphan 
asylum to sing for the inmates. If 
time permits, and probably it will, 
stops will be made to serenade the 
mayor and the local paper. 

Before the idea was launched the 
parents were queried as to the ab- 
sence of the kids from home Xmas 





some of its power. Comedian’s tim- 
ing on laughs is good throughout, 
the advantage in knowing where 
everything is through the show, but 
goe can’t carry it alone. Kathryn 
Crawford handles her songs indif- 
ferently and is not an animated fig- 
ure opposite Pat O’Brien, This lad 
is under a cloud all the way, due to 
the story, as something of a Wal- 
lingford but minus the latter’s re- 
deeming qualities. Neither O’Brien 
or Miss Crawford give their de- 
partment anything. Remaining cast 
members are’ minor. 

Camera work and recording are 
high grade with the adaptation hav- 
ing inserted many scenes not in the 
play if not .so much additional dia- 
log. 

Most will rate this release just a 
picture. If they hear it’s a musical 
they'll probably stay away unless 
they've seen everything else in 
town. Musicals, now, must have 
crawing power in the cast names to 
get ’em by the window. This 
strength is obviously lacking in 
‘Flying High.’ Sid. 


THE STRUGGLE 


D. W. Griffith production and United Ar- 
tists release. Hal Skelly and Zita Johann 
featured. Story by John Emerson and Anita 
Loos. Directed by D. W. Griffith. Ray- 
mond Klune, production adviser. Joseph 
Ruttenberg, cameraman. Recorded at the 
Audio-Cinema W. E. Running time, 86 
mins. At the Rivoli, N. Y., Dec. 10, in 
grind run. 








films making her an adventuress. 
She impresses here as a really 
splendid actress and shows (for the 
first time) the reason for her hav- 
ing been brought to America by 
Warner Brothers. 

Elisabeth’s story, as told in this 
film, is one of those tragedies al- 
most equalling the Greeks. Prob- 
ably fear of bumping into Imperial- 
istic criticism tempted the Germans 
to tone it down. 

Elisabeth was more or less forced 
into marriage with Franz Joseph, 
Emperor of Austria and Hungary, 
and then forced to toe the mark. 
Her only son, Rudolph, was taken 
away from her almost at birth to be 
brought up by Franz Joseph's 
mother. Then she became involved 
in a love affair with King Ludwig 
of Bavaria (only hinted at in this 
fim), which ultimately led to his 
suicide. 

Action starts to tighten when Ru- 
dolph is told he must marry Prin- 
cess Stephanie of Belgium. Rather 
than do this he and his sweetheart, 
Baroness Vetsera, go through with 
a suicide pact. Later, just to sum 
things up, Elisabeth, the most in- 
nocent sufferer of the lot, is at- 
tacked by an anarchist and mur- 
dered. All this led more or less di- 
rectly to the shooting of Archduke 
Joseph (who became heir to the 
throne on Rudolph’s suicide). This 
killing touched off the World War. 

Most of the film was made in 
Austria, according to the program, 
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phone in a newspaper kiosk situ- 
ated in the municipal garden at 
Ramleh station, to provide all the 
day long some extracts of the 
songs relating to that film. 

Inquiring about this film at the 
kiosk got an c “vertisement contain- 
ing the whole song. 

In antipication of the presenta- 
tion of a film called ‘Bornéo,’ Rialto 
agreed with the Municipality of 


house looking to offset the usual 
pre-Xmas slump. 

Originally getting one car from 
the local auto agency, Publix has 
obtained a second in consideration 
of buying a third itself with a view 
to increasing the draw. 





a school and any member of the 
class is at. liberty to turn in a sug- 
gestion for ad copy. Where the sug- 
gestion is adopted, even when the 
wording is largely changed, the pu- 
pil receives tickets to that film. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Many will decline to believe that 
this subject is a D. W. Griffith docu- 
ment, but rather a crude bit of 
propaganda to which Griffith has 
lent his name. 

As a commercial production, or 
even as a propaganda picture, it is 
practically valueless; because as a 
film it is void and without form, and 
as propaganda it isn’t plausible 


this picture in German spots. For 
those not understanding there’s lit- 
tle hope for following the thread 
despite a minimum of spoken dia- 
log. Even with a knowledge of 
German a synopsis would be a help. 
Kauf. 





BRANDED MEN 


Alexandria for advertising it by either for the wet or the oT wes Ms he en on and release. Directed 
: ; sea nteen s i i Ss as i osen from a story by Iarle 

painting its title on the principal an side. Quite as astonish NE 48) gnell, Stars Ken ba y 

pavements of the streets of the city. the Griffith connection is that of! Ciyae, © Irving Racgn, Buty ee 





Spreading It Thick 


Pittsburgh. 

The Stanley, for ‘Frankenstein,’ 
had a gal planted in the audience 
and shot the first trailer flash of 
the face of the monster onto the 
screen cold. Gal let out a hefty 
shriek and fled. 

Girl rushed to the lobby, where 
&@ stooge nurse was in attendance. 


Ticket Gifts 
Denver. 


Manager Holden Swiger, of the 
Denver, has decided on block ticket 





Massillon, O. 
J. S. Cagney, manager of the Lin- 
coln theatre here, transferred to 
Portsmouth to assume charge of the 
three Warner houses there. Sam 
Blowitz of Cleveland will be the 
successor here, 





Canton, O. 
J. T. Nist has purchased the Ca- 
sino, film house at Lewisville, O. 
Theatre has been operated by Har- 
old Shearer. 





Denver. 


-J. V. England, formerly part 


George Oppen has disposed of his 
two houses, Avenue and Roosevelt, 
both local nabes of 1,000 seats, to 
Ben Levin, and is retiring from this 
field. 

Eight-hundred-seat Rialto, Oak- 
land, from Wally Feehan to Mel 
Moshier. . 

Campbell, Campbell, from H. C. 
Bloom to Joe Meyer. 





Los Angeles. 
R. S. Borst of the Boulevard, and 
Rocky Newton, Egyptian manager, 
dropped by Fox-West Coast in man- 
agerial upheavals. Other changes: 
Spencer Leve at the Figueroa, and 


John Emerson and Anita Loos. 

For key city uses the film is pretty 
completely out, although it is con- 
ceivable that it might have its uses 
in minor spots and then only on the 
ground that ‘Ten Nights in a Bar- 
room’ may still be profitable in 
minor- territories. 

On the theory that the subject is 
promoted propaganda it’s a wasted 
effort, because it deals with prohibi- 
tion in a serious controversial way 
when anybody could have told its 
promoters that the Eighteenth 
Amendment can’t be handled in any 
other than a comedy vein on the 
screen. Prohibition is like the insti- 
tution of the nagging mother-in- 


Charles King, Donald Kelth. Edited by FE 
Turner, At Warners’, New York, week: 
Dec. 11, Running time, about 60 mins. 





As a daily change western this 
is a little above average. Probably 
the first in its class ever to be 
booked for a week’s run on Broad- 
way. But the booking is at the 
Warner, where they’re just keeping 
the house open. 

More than the usual number of 
old situations are pieced together 
in ‘Branded Men.’ It is also a bit 
different from ‘Branded Man,’ which 
Rayart produced and released some 
time ago. Nearest to the unusual 
is the editing. E. Turner has put 


— Christmas card and en- bet 5 yh. pote phe gy Setewn Ralph Blank at the Ritz, switch law, a subject so bristling with an-| over a fine job. 

= ope being used, card slotted so thonhen Pueblo, Colo. Reopened houses. Cliff Chellew from the Fox, | noyance and headache in actual ex- A matter of three pals here, May- 
at three of more tickets may be De i , , San Diego, replacing Willard Welch, | perience that in mere defense hu- nard being assisted by a gunt and 

inserted. Printed in Christmas col- =: pone “ieee has | United Artists, Inglewood, who re-| manity has to make believe it’s] gangling lad. Billy Beltcher’s big 


Ors and with appropriate wording. 
Personal solicitation in business 
Offices will be used, also in clubs. 





closed and will be opened only oc- 
casionally. 





Toledo. 





signed. 

Northwest division: Floyd Max- 
well new manager of the Fox Cas- 
tle, Vancouver, Wash., replacing W. 


funny. 

Advance notices set up the pre- 
tense that the picture is meant for 
an anti-prohibition social moral, but 


voice in his small body gets most 
of the laughs. Any time the males 
in the cast wax emotional the re- 
cording pitches their voices to so- 





Manager P, B. Schwie, of the | Dick Wright, formerly ass't man-| Tia7h°Or’ inom Olsen at the Para. fim itself. The “nere ae a mili| Pé™@N2, occasions more laughs. 
Garrick, gave a boost to “Madelon ager of the RKO Rivoli, given man- crane, hnntic “apes ° sera" | worker who brings on his own de- Waly. 
Claudet’ by wtaging a drive at one | #serial job at the State here. San Francisco division: F-WC | struction and that of his wife and 
of the big department stores. Some now operating the Alhambra, Sacra-| Child by drinking, certainly is no 
500 tickets were sold morning at Bellows Fall, Vt. | mento, and will open the new Para- | plea for personal liberty in the mat-|ance as the wretched hero that, 


the store at one cent each, good 
from 11 a. m. to 1:30 p. m. opening 
day of the picture. Theatre was well 
filled at a quiet hour. 

Store carried half page ad with 
this feature in big type. Did it be- 
Cause 0° Helen Hayes being a news 
comer to pictures. 


Indie Chain’s Gift Drive 
y Manhattan Playhouse chain, New 
pam indie circuit controlling 22 
pauses: is planning gift drives for 
eeeruary and March. Firm is strong 
ont the idea following last year's 
ive during the same months which 





Fire destroyed the Star theatre 
building here. Damage $125,000. 

In Oldtown, Me., Central theatre 
destroyed with loss of $25,000. 





Allentown, Pa. 
Frank S. Mickley has taken over 
the old Southern theatre here, now 
known as Park. 





Topeka. 
R. J. Mack now manager of the 
Best (Fox). 





San Francisco 
Film Board reports the following 
changes in theatre operation: 





mount, Oakland, Dec, 16. 

St. Louis division: J. J. Long now 
manager of the Globe, Christopher, 
Ill., and the Capitol, Benton, Ill. 

Midwest division: R. J. McOwen 
replaced by W. Hess at the Fox Best 
and Fox Gem, Topeka, Kan. Hess 
g0es to the Fox State, Topeka. 





Los Angeles. 
Norman Sprowl is now manager 
of Carthay Circle and continues 
supervising Fox-West Coast’s Santa 
Ana houses. 
F-WC's Grand, Pittsburg, Kans., 
closed to reopen Christmas Day. 





ter of bending the elbow, legally or 
illegally. The subject of the Eigh- 
teenth Amendment doesn’t enter into 
the matter one way or the other. 

Worst of all the picture is just 
dull when it isn’t in the highest de- 
gree maudlin, untouched by logic or 
humor and an utter bore. 

Picture was made in New York, 
Audio-Cinema studios being em- 
ployed for the purpose and using the 
new and improved Western Electric 
equipment, the first subject turned 
out on that apparatus. Probably the 
one cheerful angle of the unhappy 
incident is the suggestion that comes 
with watching Hal Skelly’s perform- 





given a spot apd an opportunity, he 
would achieve something as a dra- 
matic actor. His performance here 
has a good deal of vigor, be it ever 
So wasted in a vain role. As much 
cannot be said for Zita Johann, from 
legit and in her first film, who was 
perforce restricted to a flat and 
colorless reading of the hopeless 
character of the drunkard’s sorrow- 
ful wife. 

Audience at the premiere gave its 
own verdict by giggling at passages 
apparently meant to be the most 
moving, and also by departing in 
squads before the footage was half 
over. Rush. 
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Announcing a 


new “Name” policy 
for the 


ROXY 
STAGE SHOWS 
Now booked: 
RUTH ETTING 
AUNT JEMIMA 


(Tess Gardell) 


MILLS BROTHERS 
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L. A. Theatres Ride Turbulent Sea 
Of Changing Policies; What Sells? 


Los Angeles, Nov. 33. 
Moet of the de luxe picture houses 
here have done a flock of about- 
faces in their policies during the 


past year, trying to find some pic- 
ture house combination which 


would pay dividends. Three houses 
which haven't changed their policy 
are Loew's State, with Fanchon & 
Marco units; Pantages Hollywood, 
also using F. & M. shows, and War- 
ners’ Western, straight pictures. 
Latter has been open only six weeks, 
so hasn’t had much time to do any 


switching. 


Borrah MINNEVITCH 


Other names to 
be signed soon! 
































‘ from “VARIETY” | 


_ Asin L. A,, a lot of theatre oper- 
ators have. been experimenting—trying 
to dodge the red. 

Some have tried vaudefilm and passed 
it up. 

But no switch was needed with Fanchon 


& Marco acts. For F. & M. has always 
clicked. 


Come to one firm that knows how... 
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L. A. JUDGE PROVIDES 
GUIDE FOR PICKETING 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14, 


Projectfonists’ union intends to 
dismiss its suit against Chief of 
Police Steckel, growing out of the 
arrest of newsboys peddling a labor 
paper with a: ‘Rialto theatre unfair’ 
bannerline last December, 

30ys were convicted of picketing. 
In an appeal one newsy’s convic- 
tion was reversed and the balance 
confirmed. However, the appeal 
opinion’ gave satisfaction to labor 
by its definition between picketing 
and news crying. 

Without Authority 

Convictions were sustained be- 
cause the boys had quoted the ‘un- 
fair’ headline without citing author- 
ity. If they had mentioned the 
paper’s name first their acts would 
be legitimate, according to Judge 
Leon Yankwich. 

TI doubt if any constitutional au- 
thority or principle could be found 
which would sustain an ordinance 
which sought to suppress the cir- 
culation of a newspaper in the vi- 
cinity of a place of business,’ merely 
because its purchase by a pfos- 
pective patron might result in with- 
drawal of patronage,’ said Yank- 





‘wich. 
What the boys could have got 
by with yelling was, ‘ “Citizen” 


Bays Rialto theatre is unfair.’ 


Goldberg Given New RKO 


Div., Dayton-Columbus 


Dayton, O., Dec. 14, 

Dayton and Columbus form a new 
RKO district, taken over Saturday 
(12) by Harry D. Goldberg, from 
the New York RKO offices, with 
headquarters in this city. Goldberg 
also becomes manager of RKO local 
houses, succeeding in both instances 
Ralph W. Thayer, who came here 
18 months ago from Omaha to be- 
come local RKO manager. 

Thayer is ordered to the New York 
offices with no definite assignment 
advised. 














FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World’s Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 


HOUSE MGR. SLUGGED 


Jack Jones of Picketed House 
Struck with Brass Knuckles 





Reading, Pa. Dec. 14. 


Jack Jones, manager in Reading 
for John T. Emery, lessee of the 
State, Reading, was slugged on the 
street late at night by a man wear- 
ing brass knuckles, approaching 
him on the street on a pretense of 
asking for charity and _ striking 
Jones a terrific blow in the face be- 
fore he could reply. 

Jones’ face was cut from fore- 
head to lips, the blow stunning him 
for a time. The injury was dressed 
at a hospital. ; 

State has been picketed for three 
months because of a dispute over 
the use of only one operator at a 
time. Sight of the pickets is no 
longer a novelty and the public is 
patronizing the theatre as usual. 


SUNDAY SHOW TAX Ic 
SEAT IN MANCHESTER 


Manchester, N. H., Dec. 14. 

Manchester theatre managers last 
month won the right to present 
Sunday shows, but now they find 
that the special license fee is so 
high it may force them to stop the 
Sunday shows. 

The fee is based on Ic for. each 
seat. This goes for every Sunday. 
For theatres where the seating ca- 
pacity is less than 500 a minimum 
tax of $5 is charged. 

State theatre, with 2,140 seats, 
pays the largest fee. Managers say 
that with the additional overhead 
for Sunday shows and the license 
fee there is no leeway left for profit. 








Frisco’s Anti-Operators’ 
Propaganda Puzzling 





San Francisco, Dec. 14. 

Supposedly issued by Commun- 
ists, cards have appeared all over 
town reading ‘The Moving Picture 
Operators’ Union is Racketeering. 
The Moving Picture Operators’ 
Union collects $2.35 per hour.’ 

Union officials have tried to trace 
the source of the cards but have 
been unable to obtain authentic in- 
formation as to who is passing them 
out. Cards have been distributed 
in all downtown office buildings and 
apartment houses. 


Meet to Oppose Tax 


Fort Dodge, Ia., Dec. 14. 

Iowa and Nebraska Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners’ Associa- 
tion will strenuousiy oppose any 
federal plan of raising revenue 
through the medium of a theatre 
tax. 

This action was decided upon at 
a meeting of 30 owners in Iowa 
and Nebraska at which Lester Mar- 
tin, Nevada, secretary, presided. 








L, A. STAGEHANDS’ OFFICERS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Election of officers of stage- 
hands’ local returned James G. 
Mathews, president, and P. O. Paul- 
sen, treas., to office. Vote also put 
Harry Gregg in the v.p. post, E. 
Lindesmith in the sec’s seat and 
Thos. Pinkney on the door as ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

J. J. Reilly is the new business 
rep, replacing Frank Murphy, who 

















40 Cents’ Worth 





St. Paul, Dec. 14 

Go west, young man. 

‘Oh yeah? will add Harry 
Dow. Latter was beaten up by 
four men who crashed his 
Lyceum via the fire escape. 
Harry called a cop, so the 





quartet beat him, too, and fled 
before reserves arrived. 
It’s a dime house. 











RKO’s Closed 15 Reopen 
Xmas—aAll Film Policies 


On Christmas Day RKO will re- 
open the 15 straight picture houses 
in as many towns which were or- 
dered closed during the traditional 
pre-holiday slump. 

Two towns closing down where 
RKO has but a single operation are 
Des Moines and Memphis. 


The other theatres and 13 
towns are the Seventh street, Min- 
neapolis; President, St. Paul; 
Strand, Cincinnati; Capitol, Dallas; 
Orpheum, Champaign, Ill.; Engle- 
wood, Chicago; Strand, Madison, 
Wis.; Majestic, Springfield, IIL; 
Granada, South Bend; Temple, De- 
troit; Victory, Providence, and 
Grand, Albany. 

None of these theatres will re- 


sume with vaude, all retaining their 
straight film policies, 


Ad Tieup Displeases 
RKO Div. Megr.; He Fires 
Albee’s P.A., Who Did It 


A publicity tie-up for the RKO 
Albee, Brooklyn, with the New York 


‘Graphic,’ awarding $1,000 of fur- 
niture and $1,000 for trousseau pur- 
poses, including diamond ring, etc., 
to first couple in 1932 obtaining 
marriage license, has resulted in 
dismissal of Lou Goldberg, p. a. 
at the house. Disliking the _tie- 
up, Charles MacDonald, RKO divi- 
sion manager for the Greater New 
York territory, ordered the dis- 
missal after it was found impos- 
sible to carry out his order to kill 
the stunt. 

Tie-up with the ‘Graphic’ assured 
the paper of 10,000 lines of adver- 
tising, with contracts set. 


Guaranty’s 14 Cents 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Salvage of the Guaranty Build- 


ing and Loan Association, Holly- 
wood, after a year’s collection work 
by Hiram E. Casey, trustee of the 
undermined outfit, is 14 cents on 
the $100. 

Casey has collected $90,000, of 
which $65,000 is available for dis- 
tribution, of which only $32,500 can 
be paid out under law, and of which 
$32,000 will go to the Guaranty 
Building and Loan. 

The $2,000,000 personal estate of 
Gilbert H. Bessemyer, now in San 
Quentin for the $8,000,000 looting 
of the association, is actually good 
for only about $30,000, according to 
the trustee. Its estimate was great- 
ly exaggerated. 


UPSTATE EXHIB BANKRUPT 
Utica, N. Y., Dec, 14. 

Morris Horowich, Troy theatre 

proprietor, filed petition in bank- 

ruptcy in U. S. District Court here 

last week. Schedules showed li- 
abilities of $59,575, and no assets. 














Cal. Court Quotes Law to Union 
Over Transfer of F-WC Theatre 





Los Angeles, Dec, 14. 
Fox-West Coast had an applica- 
tion for an injunction preventing the 


operators from walking 


dismissed | 


| 


before it came up, deeming the move} 


unnecessary since the projectionists 
and the judge had agreed not to 
strike before Friday’s hearing and 
F-WC only wanted a restraining or- 
der until then. 

Further meetings between Walter 
S. Croft, representative of the L, A. 


SNAKES SEEM TO HAVE 
SETTLED HAM’S STRIKE 


Birmingham, Dec. 14. 
and 








Dispute between union men 


Birmingham Theatrical Amusement 
Co, seitled last week and union men 


have returned to the booths, Set- 
tlement after a hot battle for nearly 
six months. 

Nine houses of the Merrit group 
were closed July 18 when operators 
failed to'take what Merrit called a 
satisfactory cut, but reopened Sept. 
7 with imported non-union men. 
Numerous stench and tear gas 
bombs were tossed. Several days 
ago two snakes were turned loose 
in the Empire and Galax, arousing 
public indignation. 3usiness also 


slumped with snakes on the in- 
crease. 
Under the new agreement three 


men will be allowed at the Strand 
and Empire, and two in the smaller 
houses at a salary of $58.50. 





Evening Divisions 





Equalization of the number of 
houses in eastern divisions and a 
more even distribution of theatres 
in districts has been effected by 
RKO. Switches have increased R. 
H. Emde'’s New York-Westchester 
division to 14 and _ decreased 
Charles MacDonald’s N. Y. domain 
to 17. 

The Royal, 58th, 86th and 8ist 
streets have been moved from Mac- 
Donald to Emde'’s division. "With 
Edward T. Lenihan district man- 
ager over the 58th, 86th and 81st 
streets, and Harry Federman, also 
in Emde's div., getting the Royal 
and Proctor’s, Newark, as additions, 
the d. m.’s are about on an equal 
basis. 





WB CLOSES VA. H. Q@. 
Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 14, 

Orders were received here last 
week to close the Virginia district 
office of Warner Bros., established 
about four months ago. Frank M. 
Boucher reports to Washington 
with the district office being con- 
solidated there in zone headquar- 
ters. 

Means a new manager for the 
Warner Trenton, C. J, Roth being 
transferred to capital territory and 
Olinto Accorsini succeeding to the 
past here, 


local heads, and Harry Arthur, after 
postponement to Saturday night be- 
cause of the TISC-Georgia football 
game, reached nothing tangible. 
Meeting was again postponed to 
Monday morning, because of hoarse- 
ness and colds after the game. 

KF. L. Freedlander, Kansas City 
operators’ head, is here, but says 
he’s only vacationing, 

Projectionists wanted to restrain 
F-WC from subleasing the house to 
a non-union ‘operator, George L. 
Hanes, maintaining the latter was 
actually an F-WC agent. Ground 
for restraint was a clause in the 
wage agreement between Local 150 
and F-WC making it binding on 
heirs and assignees of the theatre, 


Yankwich’s [dea 


Fox-West Coast attacked the 
right of unions to restrain employ- 
ers under California law. Judge 
Yankwich declared: ‘Living as we 
do in the days of collective bargain- 
ing, courts should lend their aid 
through the use of injunction proc- 
ess in preventing breaches of con- 
tracts by employees. By extending 
the right to the union, we are mere- 
ly making the extraordinary process 
of injunction a two-sided instru- 
ment.’ 


Judge Yankwich declared it out- 
side the power of the court to 
compel an employer to remain in 
business, whether profitable to him 
or not. ‘Assuming therefore that 
a sublease of the theatre was a 
breach of the agreement, it being a 
voluntary act of the theatre com- 
pany, it is not a breach for which 
an injunction will lie.’ 

Can’t Force Operation 


‘It is beyond our power to compel 
the theatre company to cancel the 
lease and resume the operation of 
the theatre, so as to give employ- 
ment to members of the plaintiff 
union.’ 


The court suggested that the na- 
ture of the breach claimed might 
be suit for damages, 

Gordon R. Weller, attorney for 
the projectionists, states that labor 
is not after damages, 
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FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
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Dpcaing Now Seen for Vaudeville’s 
Comeback of Important Extent; 
Vaude Strength Revealed by RKO 








Vaudeville’s best chance in five 
years for a comeback is figured to] 
be at hand. It’s also nationally felt 
that doesn’t 


now and take advantage of its best | 


if vaudeville step in | 
opportunity so far, it may never| 
gain get the chance. 

of the 
present screen product has created 
that’s 


more beckoning than anything va- 


General ineffectiveness 


an opening for vaudeville 
riety showmen have seen since their 


business started on the down grade 


in 1926. In a search for a substi- 
tute attraction for the current 
anemic talking picture screen by 
circuits and desperate indies, the 


trend seems to be toward the vaude- | 


ville type of stage show, vaudeville 
boosters believe. 

A large portion of the wide open 
spot that’s now within vaudeville’s 
reach was created by the recent and 
present RKO difficulties, all of which 
placed vaudeville in its most favor- 
able light in the last five years. 
During RKO’s severe financial dis- 
tress, brought on by failure of the 
picture phase to hold up its end, 
the vaudeville-playing theatres of 
the circuit managed to pile up a 
$2,000,000 net for 1931. That this 
and more has been passed away on 
the Hollywood end further accen- 
tuates the vaudeville’s extraordi- 
nary position, it is figured in many 
quarters. 

The other circuits are reflecting 
RKO’'s vaudeville findings with in- 
creased talk about stage shows for 
theatres suitable to vaudeville and 
elsewhere, where something else is 
needed, and pronto, to prevent ca- 
tastrophes. 

Loew’s Fosition 

Only exception is Loew’s, which 
believes there is sufficient security 
for the future along with business 
for the present in its Metro screen 
product. What might happen if 
Loew's suddenly finds itself in a 
picture spot similar to that now 
occupied by the other circuits, isn’t 
of immediate importance, the Loew 
vaudeville and theatre departments 
declare. Possibility of the Loew 





circukt being 





caught short-handed 
in the picture line and suddenly 
forced back into stage shows with- 
out preparation, is not under Loew’s 
consideration at this time. Dealing 


with the present only, Loew’s is 
sailing along smoothly on good 


| grosses drawn by pictures and no 
| stage 


shows excepting in a few 
spots where vaudeville or presenta- 
tions, due to opposition, are con- 
sidered necessary. 

Fox-F. & M., Publix and Warners, 
in addition to the vaudeville leader, 
RKO, are doing the vaudeville talk- 


ing just now. Fox-F. & M. and 
Publix are gradually going ahead 


with variety plans, the former with 
|\F. & M. units and the latter with 
regular vaudeville booked in New 
York by the Morris office. New 


additions to their theatre books are 
being announced weekly and have 
been for some time. Publix is now 
using about 74%4 weeks of vaudeville 
in its own theatres, in contrast to 
two weeks at the end of last sea- 
son, 


The F. & M. Trend 


Part of the vaudeville trend is 
mirrored, according to present be- 
lief, in Fox-F. & M.’s sudden en- 
trance into the buying competition 
for high salaried name acts for its 
own and the Skouras theatres. If 
Fox-F. & M. finds, as others have 
in the past, that all but a few of 
the heavy salaried turns won't draw 
enough, general expectations are 
that this booking office will gradu- 
ally grade itself down to more reg- 
ulation vaudeville booking of con- 
siderable volume. 

A return to the variety salaries 
that were inflated several years ago 
by the picture theatres’ competitive 
bidding, but lately decreased all 
around, mainly at RKO, is held 
doubtful, Even in event of an im- 
portant vaudeville comeback, it is 
figured, the comeback’s extent prob- 
ably will be confined to additional 
playing time and more acts per bill. 
RKO is currently adding to its 
weekly vaudeville budgets, but add- 
ing more acts also, with the in- 
crease going chiefly for extra turns 
in the present short-bill spots and 
little for higher body of the bill sal- 
aries. 


MILLS’ COLORED UNIT 


365 People Breaking In—May Be- 
come RKO Intact 








Irving Mills’ all colored unit, 
‘Harlem Scandals,’ is booked for the 
last half of this week, beginning 
tomorrow (16) at the Warners Ritz, 
Elizabeth, N. J. It is the colored 
unit’s first vaude date, 

First half of next week Warners 
has booked the unit for the Fabian, 
Hoboken. The week is a breakin for 
the unit. It is the unit RKO con- 
templates using as an intact. 

Unit carries 35 persons, includ- 
ing a band of 12, led by Buba Miley. 
Other acts in it are Tim Moore 
and Mantan, Mercia Merquez, Pete 
Peaches and Duke and Clarence 
Robinson. Latter staged the 
routines, 

Special material and songs for 
the unit were written by Ted Kohler 
and Harold Arlen, 


$1,000 WKLY. IN VAUDE 
FOR SCORING RADIOER 


RKO is paying Arthur Tracey, 
‘The Street Singer,’ CBS artist, 
$1,000 a week. It has laid out vaude 
time to Jan. 23 for him so far, with 
more to come. Opened recently at 
the Hippodrome. Goes to the RKO 
Coliseum Saturday (19), following 
at the Albee, Brooklyn. 

Tracey started on air about the 
same time as Bing Crosby in a sus- 
taining period around midnight. 
His scoring a success on the air 
at middle age is remarkable. 


Lahr for Par at $3,500? 


Publix may book Bert Lahr for its 











New York and Brooklyn Par- 
amounts. He would open Friday 
(18), while his picture ‘Flying 


High’ (Metro), is still hot in eastern 
showings. 

The Lahr salary will be $3,500, it 
is reported, if going in. 

Jerry Cargill is representing 
Lahr, 





Edna Wallace In and Out 


New Haven, Dec. 14. 

Edna Wallace Hopper, here for 
a week with a F. & M. unit as a 
tryout for possible further F. & M. 
bookings, stated she would not at- 
tempt to carry her stage work on 
as long as she was tied up with ra- 
dio. 

Received $1,000 for current book- 
ing. 
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Frisco dius Against 
Chiselers on Salary 


San Francisco, Dec. 14. 


In an effort to combat the chisel- 
ing bookers who are cutting acts’ 
salaries to the limit, several local 
agents are planning a combination 
to do away with price and throat 
cutting. 

Outside of four F&M weeks, such 
added stuff as RKO may use to 
augment its vaude units and a few 
Saturdays and Sundays, there’s lit- 
tle else to offer around here but 
clubs. Competition is keen with 
some 10 agencies working an ane- 
mic field. Biz isn’t what it once was, 
price cutting is prevalent and under 
bidding a common practice. 

Last week one office set seven 
acts at a banquet for $150, where- 
upon a competitor offered nine acts 
for $75 and got the job. Couple of 
the agents are offering $4 or $5 to 
an act. More reputable bookers are 
finding it tough to meet such com- 
petition. One up and up talent 
peddler who tries to pay his acts 
decent money finds himself several 
grand in the red because he’s al- 
ready paid off and can’t collect from 
the clients, 








San Francisco, Dec. 14. 

Merger papers between the Golden 
State Theatre & Realty Corp., and 
T. & D. Jr. circuit are awaiting final 
signatures after a long period of 
dickering between execs of the two 
groups. Added buying power the 
idea behind the combo, which will 
bring together some 40 Golden State 
houses and 16 in T&D, all in north- 
ern California, but three T&D’s 
which are in Reno. 

T&D is associated with Sam 
Levin in San Francisco Theatres, 
operating five local naborhoods, and 
it is reported Levin is unwilling to 
enter the combo, and is proving the 
stumbling block to completion of 
the deal. Nasser Bros., also in with 
T&D remaining out of the trans- 
action. 

If going through, the merger will 
put Robert McNeil, v. p. and gen- 
eral manager of Golden State, in 
charge of the new group. Eugene 
Emmick, Golden State pres., and 
Mike Naify, T&D prexy, will also 
hold exec positions, 


KATE SMITH PICKS OWN 
DATES FOR RKO HOUSES 


Kate Smith has so far set three 
dates for RKO under her blanket 
contract for 13 weeks. It permits 
layoffs according to her own 
wishes. Currently at the 86th for 
a full week, she will play the Madi- 





son, Brooklyn, Jan. 2, and the 
Franklin, New York, Jan. 16. A 
full week will be played in each 
of these splits. 

Under her contract the songe- 
stress must name dates two weeks 
in advance. 


SS 


F-WC Talking Scales on 
15 Possible Vaudfilms 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 
Fox West Coast is talking with 
the unions here for scale reduc- 
tions on 15 suburban houses which 


are instilling vaudeville. Rube 
Wolf, with 15 musicians, opens at 
the Boulevard shortly with F-M 


units breaking in there three days 
weekly. 

Warner’s Western is also looking 
for a name leader and band. 


Walter O’Keefe’s Trial 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Walter O’Keefe has been set to 
come into the Publix-B. & K. Ori- 
ental for a week’s trial as m.c. on 
Jan,..2. 

O’Keefe was here last month with 
the ‘Third Little Show’ at the Great 
Northern. 








New Year’s Eve Acts 


Warner booking office will engage 
about 30 extra acts New Year's eve, 
According to present plans, about 
10 theatres will get three extra acts 
that evening. 





Watson-Templeton Turn 
Virginia Watson and Mercer 
Templeton, formerly with other 
partners, have joined for a new 
turn. Their first showing date is 
the Franklin, where they open Sat- 
urday (12). 

Miss Watson was of the Randall 
and Watson twain, while her new 
team-mate is one of the Templeton 





brothers. 











NOBLE 


CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offered You by 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 


SISSLE 





NOBLE SISSLE and His Orchestra 
WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 





COME ON, LETS 


DANCE THE BLUES AWAY 


GET TOGETHER, 








Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Radio Outlets, Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, Period 
Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions 
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WB Forming Variety Road Units 
On Short Stands in 18 Small Towns 





Long contemplated plan of War- 
ners to book band acts as road 
ghows for one, two and three-day 
stands in its small picture theatres 
Ibcated around Pennsylvania will be 
placed into effect Christmas Day. 

These road shows will be produced 


on the style of a miniature Fanchon 
& Marco Idea. Each will have a 
hand, line of girls and comedian, 
who will also double as m. c. The 
band acts will be produced by Jerry 
Mayo and Bob Alton, staff producers 
of the Stanley, Pittsburgh, in Pitts- 
burgh. 

Each band act will play these one, 
two and three-day stands for five 
eonsecutive weeks, six days a week. 
Five band acts will be placed on the 
poad at the same time, each to have 
its separate bus to move. All acts 
booked for the five opening road 
shows will report to Mayo and Alton 
on Dec, 22 in Pittsburgh. 

These road shows will play the 
Warner film theatres in about i8 
small towns, mainly in Pennsylvania 
But including West Virginia, Ohio 
and other neighboring states. 


Selected Towns 


Among some of the towns already 
slated to play these road shows are 
Charleston, S. C.; McKeesport, 
Parkersburg, Butler, Sharon and 
Johnston, Pa.; Fairmont, Morgans- 
town and Clarksburgh, W. Va.; 
Steubenville, Ohio, and Greens- 
borough, N. C. 

Complete layout of towns will be 
arranged during the forthcoming 
week by the Warner booking office. 

Some of the acts booked by the 
Warner office to head or be included 
in the road shows are Bryan Mc- 
Donald, Roy Sedley, Schwartz and 
Clifford, Jones and Rea, Joe and 
Jane McKenna and Bob Carney and 
Jean. 

Number of days each town is to 
Dlay one road show, or whether it 
will play more than one of the road 
shows during one week, will be de- 
termined later. 


Kedzie, Wired, Reopens, 
Using 22 Acts a Week 


Chicago, Dec. 14, 


_ Counted out in three days at its 
last start, the Kedzie, west side 
landmark, will make another vaude 
try beginning Christmas Day, with 
Abe Cohen the operator. Cohen, one 
time owner of the Midway, in its 
vaude heyday, went for sound ap- 
paratus, something the former pro- 
moters of the Kedzie didn’t do, but 
discovered he couldn't get film 
product other than shorts and 
newsreels. 

Combination of shorts and vaude 
will be a new experiment for the 
Kedzie and that particular neigh- 
borkhood, flooded wih grinds of 
every sort and description. Vaude 
will be booked out of the local 
RKO office, with Dick Hoffman 
handling the pencil. Policy, subject 
to change, will be three splits 
@ week and six act bills, with 
Wednesday, a single shift, spotted 
for RKO’s showings. Same policy 
of 10 acts will prevail as formerly 
at the Englewood Tuesday nights, 
bringing the weekly total number 
of acts for the Kedzie up to 22. 

t Understood that Cohen had to put 
tp a bond forethe acts before RKO 
agreed to do the booking. 


Felix’s F-M Units 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Seymour Felix has reached an 
agreement with Fanchon and Marco 
and will produce a couple of units 
for that firm. 

Felix, recently let out by Fox 
after two years there, had said he 
was going back east to stage the 
new Ziegfeld - Brown - Henderson 
show. This is now cold. 

















Toledo’s First Party 


Toledo, Dec. 14. 
Only farewell party ever known 
to be given a theatre manager here 
was tendered T. H. Stevens of the 
RKO Rivoli. Steve has been trans- 


ferred to th> Orpheum in New 
Orleans. 
Bill Usilton, p. a., arranged for 


the blow-off which was held in the 
Hotel Secor. 





BARRY-FITZGIBBON SPLIT 


Reported from London Dance Team 
Will Be Divorced 








London, Dec. 14. 

Understood here that Jean Barry 
and Dave Fitzgibbon, American 
dance team, are soon to be divorced 
so that Miss Barry can remarry. 
An American millionaire is men- 
tioned as the other man, 

Dance team, well known here, is 
now in America, having appeared 
recently at the Central Park Casino, 
New York. 





Jean Barry and Dave Fitzgibbon 
have dissolved their stage partner- 
ship. 

Miss Barry has left New York for 
Hollywood while Fitzgibbon will do 
a new turn with his sister, Dorothy. 


NVA SET, BUT FUNDS 
QUESTION NOT SETTLED 


‘The NVA matter has been amic- 
ably settled. We will complete the 
plans later this week,” stated Ed. 
Schiller of Loew’s yesterday (Mon- 
day) evening. He has been repre- 
senting the circuit and VMA man- 
ager-members in the matter. Be- 
yond declaring a settlement is al- 
ready assured, Schiller declined to 
describe details of the settlement 
plan, stating these details were not 
yet completed. 

Under the settlement which has 
been ratified by both the manager 
and clubhouse factions, the circuits 
agree to take over the NVA opera- 
tion along with its financial and po- 
litical headaches for the next five 
years. As yet, said Schiller yester- 
day, the means of raising funds for 
the coming year for the support of 
the NVA charitable and _ social 
phases remains among the unsettled 
details. 

So far the non-trouble NVA affair 
has cost both sides plenty in counsel 
fees, from reports. Nathan Burkan 
has represented the managers and 
Robert Newman, engaged by Henry 
Ghesterfield, the clubhouse. 

Last night Schiller and Chester- 
field were scheduled to meet again 
on the details. These will cover 
maintenance of the NVA charities, 
including the Saranac san and the 








York, together with a social head- 
quarters for NVA members. Latter 
will be moved elsewhere from the 
present expensive location on West 
46th street if the lease can be dis- 
posed of. This also is one of the 
details as yet not straightened out, 
from reports. 

It was said that Pat Casey, now 
on the Coast, won't return to ac- 
tivity in the NVA in any manner, 
Casey apparently washed his hands 
of the whole affair when leaving 
New York the last time. 


Ates’ 30% Increase and 
Permission for Stage 








Hollywvod, Dec. 14. 

Roscoe Ates, on a 52-week con- 
tract with Radio expiring Dec. 31, 
asked for double his present salary 
for the coming year. On _ refusal 
of Radio to meet his figure, he 
signed with Publix for elght weeks 
of personal appearances. 

Called back by Radio, he also 
signatured a new contract for 40 
weeks at a 30% increase and per- 
mission to play stage dates during 
the remaining 12 weeks. Ates prob- 
ably will take a six weeks rest be- 
fore starting on the new contract 
and will fill the Publix dates latér. 





Harry Green’s Comeback 


Another pictureite back to vaude 
is Harry Green. In New York late- 
ly, he has been set by RKO for a 
showing. 

Since talkers Green was with film 
companies on the coast. 


On Top of Unit 
Publix is dickering for Clark and 
McCullough for the two Para- 
mounts, New York and Brooklyn. 
If booked may be spotted in the 
first Fanchon and Marco unit to 








play New York, Dec. 25 or Jan, 1. 


$2,500 weekly philanthropies in New | 








It Really Happened 





Chicago, Dec. 14. 
Cari Freed, who has six peo- 
ple in his act, received a wire 
from his agent, Harry Rogers, 
that he was booked to open in 
Springfield last Saturday (12). 
Freed proceeded to Springfield, 
Ohio, the old Gus Sun Spring- 
field. It was the wrong one. 
When the RKO office here 
learned that there was no Carl 
Freed at the Orpheum, Spring- 
field, Illinois, the right town, 
they scouted around and got 
Alexander and Peggy, who live 
in South Bend, to hotfoot it 
downstate. They made the 
matinee okay. 


NO-ROUTE ACTS 
DISCOURAGED 


With December here 
pleting the half way mark in the 
average vaudeville season, many 
acts not having made the grade so 
far with consistent dates, are toss- 
ing in the sponge. Many have al- 
ready left for their homes in other 
towns and more are slipping away 
from Times Square daily. 

It is an axiom among vaude ac- 
tors that if they are not routed or 
playing consecutively by late No- 
vember there is no hope for the 














and com- 


season, They just see hit and miss 
bookings, with wide open layoff 
spaces, will be their lot. Many 


hung on later than usual this year 
in a vain hope. 
Plenty of the acts have only 


worked as little as four weeks out 
of the past 25. Some have grabbed 
jobs in New York, but keep in touch 
with the vaude situation by daily 
calling up their agent during the 
noon hour. An offer of three days 
would probably make them chuck 
the steady work, 


Nights they gather where actors 
talk shop. 





F&M May Switch 


to Buses 


In Rail Rate Boost Protest; 


Means $250,000 Yearly Saving 





. 


CANCELS VALERIO 


Continued Differences and Changes 
in Act Bring RKO Cancellation R 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14 

Don Valerio, wire walker, in 
RKO’s intact unit playing at the 
RKO here last week, had his re- 
maining time of nine weeks can- 
celled due to internal troubfe in the 
act. 

Two weeks ago while playing the 
tolden Gate, San Francisco, the Diaz 
Sisters, dancers in Valerio’s turn, 
walked out after an argument over 
dressing rooms. Girls were re- 
placed in Frisco and Oakland by the 
Sullivan Sisters. At the RKO here, 
the Sullivan Sisters left and were 
replaced by Wayne and Betty, 
locals. 

Continued squabbling prompted 
the New York booking office to 
terminate the contract. Unit lays 
off following L. A., this week. An 


Leastern act will replace Valerio at 


Salt Lake City next week. 


COURT IS ADVERSE TO 
BROWN OF SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 14. 


An attempt to withdraw the peti- 
tion of Billy Purl, Chicago producer 
and actor, upon which the court ap- 
pointed ‘receivers for Julian S&S. 
Brown, Syracuse millionaire lessee 
of the Dewitt theatre and owner of 
the local Cafe Dewitt, failed in Fed- 
eral court today. Instead of grant- 
ing the motion for withdrawal, 
Judge Frederick H. Bryant made 
the temporary receivers permanent 
until ‘such time as Mr. Brown can 
come into court afid show positively 
he is in a position to protect all his 
creditors.’ 











Spurt in Material Complaints 





VMA with Several on Hands—Also a Bas- 
ketful of Money Claims 





Disputes over material between 
vaudeville acts are increasing daily, 
with infringement complaints piling 
up fast at the VMA. Most acts 
claiming originality contend protec- 
tion ‘of material is growing more 
difficult due to a scarcity of new 
material, the cause of which is a 
shortage of writing talent plus tim- 
idity of some acts to injure their 
chances by using untried new ma- 
terial. The latter, it is charged, pre- 
fer to borrow other acts’ material 
whose value is established. 

Unless a stage turn is billed at 
one of the three sources—the VMA, 
NVA or ‘Variety’—there is little 
chance of protecting it. Bits and 
situations comprise the only ma- 
terial that can be safely protected. 
Gags travel fast. 

At the VMA, whose joint arbitra- 
tion bureau under Major Donovan, 
receives the majority of actors’ com- 
plaints, is handling more of the in- 
fringement variety than any other. 
Last week a standard team, Block 
and Sully, complained that White 
and Stanley were using their entire 
act in vaudeville on the coast. This 
is under investigation. 

Infringement complaints filed with 
the VMA yesterday (Monday) and 
pending settlement by arbitration 
are: 

Will Mahoney vs. Milton Douglas. 

Charles Wilson vs. Bob Brandeis. 

Burns and Allen vs. Raquel Torres. 

Burns and Allen vs. Fred Keating. 

Togo vs. Bishop (dog acts). 


More Than Average 


That number of infringement com- 
plaints in one day exceeds the nor- 
mal average for two weeks in the 
past. Last week the same Office 
settled the material disputes between 





Fred Waring and Benny Meroff and 
Eddie Alexander and his ex-partner, 
Ole Olsen. 

Contract 
claims among 


breaches and eatery | 


and between acts 


agents and managers make up the 
rest of the complaints handled by 
the VMA. During the past week 
cases of that nature were instituted 
by Eugene Cox vs. Davis and Dar- 
nell; Steel Sisters vs. Harry Carroll 
and Jack Clarke; Maurice Chavin 
(Great Maurice) vs. U. 8S. Veterans’ 
Bureau; Warner Bros. vs. Foster 
and Van; Amalgamated Agency vs. 
Bert and Lehman; Hogart and 
Motto vs. Al B. White; Eddie Rio 
(Rio Bros.) vs. Joe De Somone; 
Constance Evans vs. Harry Carroll; 
Cole Bros. vs. Henry Biber; Anna 
Hill vs. Chester Fredericks and 
Harry C. Green; Henry Antoine vs. 
Jack Clark; Two Blossoms vs. Nick 
Boila; Fanchon & Marco vs. Jimmy 
Clemons; Thelma Fisher vs. Mary 
and Ann Clark; Capitol theatre, 
Shamokin, Pa., vs. Ned Norworth. 


Late Booking Holding Up 
Pre-Billing for 2 Pars 


The Publix operating department 
is being held back on advertising 
stage shows in New York and 
Brooklyn as far in advance ag for- 
merly, due to late booking of talent. 
This has become noticeably preva- 
lent since the two Paramounts were 
culled from the old unit route for 
specially-built shows. 

When the curre@ stage unit 
moved into the New York house 
Friday (11), it was not known what 
talent would be on the following 
show, this knocking out advertising 
in trailer and other forms that day. 

One of the difficulties, it is said 
is that Publix now has a harde: 
time to snare attractions in view of 
its ability to offer only two weeks. 








Artists hold out in hopes of gettinz | 


routes elsewhere 


Dec. 14. 
railroad 


Hollywood, 
Uniess a _ revision of 
rates and regulations can be made, 
will go 
its complete route, 
with preliminary work for such a 
move being made now. F. & M. has 
figured a saving of $250,000 on the 
current year’s transportation bill of 
$1,200,000 if it goes to highway 
travel. ‘ 
Under present conditions, all of 
F. & M. units travel on A.Y.T. tick- 
ets, good for nine months on a 
round trip, with stopovers at all 
dates on the route. With the ad- 
ditional weeks F. & M. has acquired 
recently, units will be out closer to 
a year than nine months, Current 
shows playing more than the nine 
months have been required to pay 
an increase of about 12% for the 
full route, bringing it up to $325 
from the $287 for each A.Y.T. ticket. 
Since the new dates acquired do not 
entail any extensive additions in 
routing, being either additional 
spots in towns already playing F. 
& M. units or between jumps now 
being made, the added railroading 
expense is looked on as unjustified. 

25-People Ruling 

Another point of dispute is the 
requirement of 25 tickets to get a 
baggage car, with many of the units 
running below 25 people. 

Negotiations now underway with 
bus companies point to a saving of 
$250,000 yearly on the F. & M. 
transportation bill if the circuit 
switches to rubber wheels. Mini- 
mum ticket requirements will be 20 
for the bus systems, which will 
build special trucks and trailers to 
carry scenery, trunks and equip- 
ment. Train to theatre hauling 
would also be eliminated. 

All of the bus companies are 
anxious for the business and are 
willing to build the special equip- 
ment for F. & M. It means elimi- 
nation of having to meet train 
schedules, brings new setup of day- 
light travel, cutting out Pullman 
costs to F. & M. and such artists 
whose contracts call for them to pay 
for berths. 


Fanchon & Marco circuit 


to buses for 


Short Jumps 
According to the bus _ lineup, 
jumps will not be longer than six 
hours, with new dates booked in 
heretofore unprofitable stands that 
will be utilized to break the longer 


All F. & M. artists will be required 
to travel buswise, with a ban 


against individuals driving their 
own cars because of accident 
hazard, 


Alternative to the bus idea is for 
a revision of railroad tariffs, 
stretching the A.Y.T. tickets to a 
year’s limit and cutting minimum 
tickets required for baggage cars to 
20, F. & M. officials say. Circuit's 
railroad costs have been steadily 
mounting, having been $780,000 in 
1930, against this year’s total of 
$1,200,000. 


Marx Boys at Palace to 
Fill Rift in Runs 





Marx Bros. at $10,000 net may 
follow the Cant.--Jessel bill into 
the Palace, New York, for two 


weeks starting Jan. 3. After that 
the Palace will try another run bill 
with Lou Holtz, Sophie Tucker and 
Fifi Dorsay as the probable head- 
liners. 

Immediately following their Pal- 
ace fortnight, if set, the Marxes 
leave for Hollywood, 


Lillian Roth’s Vaude Wks 


With four weeks of RKO time 
previously set, Lillian Roth will pre- 
cede that with a week for Publix, 
either at the New York or Brooklyn 
Paramount, opening Friday (18). 
She is getting a reported $1,250 a 
week. Miss toth «left Carroll's 
‘Vanities’ last week. 

Her RKO dates begin Dec. 
Cincinnnati. 





26 in 


German Quota Stays 





Berlin, Dec. 1. 
The Geriman State Council has de- 
cided to lengthen the validity of 
the actual film contingent law until 
June 20, 1922, 


jumps and pay transportation costs. : 
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More Vaude Breaking Through in 


Midwest on Different Circuits 





Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Vaude outlook has rays of sun- 
shine peeping through locally for 
the first time since the State-Lake 
dropped acts. It’s all coming at 
once to make the boys excited. 

Warners, Milwaukee, as a full 
week: Stratford, Chicago, as a split 
week; in Mil- 
waukee, three days in Fort Dodge, 
three in Racine, and rumors, not 
denied, mentioning numerous other 
possibilities, including the RKO 
State-Lake itself. 

Charlie Hogan will book the War- 
mer dates as usual. Warner, Mil- 
waukee, which never got anywhere 
on straight films, will have five acts 
Headliners 


another full week 


on a moderate budget. 
are not 


Stratford figures to capitalize on 
tense double-feature competition, 


anticipated. Southside 





and Englewood, close by, jumping 
in with five turns on a split. 
Picture circuits affiliated with 
| Publix remain slow to enthuse for 
vaudeville, always an unwelcome 
intruder with them, but A. H. Blank 
has authorized Dick Hoffman of 
RKO to give the Iowa theatre, Fort 
Dodge, three acts for the last half, 


again through Lou Kane, who takes 
the indie house on a percentage ar- 
rangement, A policy of six acts on 
a full week booked through Johnny 
Jones in Chicago will probably be 


tied up with Jones, Linick & 
Schaeffer's Loop-End, Chicago. 
That will make the problem of 
booking that solitary spot more 
easy. 

Empress, Decatur, through Dick 


Bergin of RKO, and Catlaw, Bar- 
rington, Ill., through Charles Ze- 
mater, are new Sunday dates. 


starting Dec. 25, and Clinton may 
follow. 
Loop-End’s Full Week 
Majestic, Milwaukee, will try 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 173 
(Week Dee. 19), 105th St., Cleveland 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 





BKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 175 
(Week Dee. 19), RKO, Rochester, New York 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 
with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 








HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 
Marty May 
Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorettes 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 











HOWARD --FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 
with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander’’ 
(Direction of Chas. H. Allen) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 














Names for F-WC 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Name acts from the east will be 
used by Fox-West Coast to build 
up the stage shows at Loew’s State 
downtown, and the Pantages and 
Chinese in Hollywood. After dates 
here acts will go to the Grand Lake, 
Oakland, and the Warfield and El 
Capitan, San Francisco. 

Fanchon & Marco has feelers out 
for suitable turns. Blossom Seely 
and Benny Fields are among those 
on the fire. 





TRIED THE WRONG WAY 


Lyric Washed Up. With Cheap 
Vaude at 25c—Brandts’ Error 





After seven weeks of vaude at a 
low scale, the policy has blown up 
at the Lyric. House Saturday (12) 
moved into straight pictures with 
‘Bad One’ and ‘One Romantic 
Night,’ United Artist revivals as 
the first film show under an unde- 
fined double feature policy at 25c 
admish. 

It has been a hectic struggle for 
the house and its operators, Harry 
and Lew Brandt, whose final change 
the last week of vaude was cutting 
the bill to six acts and adding a 
feature. 

The Brandts started out with 
eight acts and shorts at 25-35c. 
They switched vaude bookers after 
three weeks, at the same time re- 
ducing the budget. 


75c New Year’s 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Palace here will repeat last year’s 
policy of two reserved seat per- 
formances at $2 for the main floor 
and $1.50 for the balcony on New 
Year’s Eve. Five extra acts will 
be added to the usual five of the 
regular bill. 

Uniform New. Year’s eve policy 
has been decided upon by Divisional 
Diregtor Bill Elson of RKO for Up- 





town, Detroit, Regent, Grand 
Rapids, Palace, South Bend, Or- 
pheum, Springfield and Embroyd, 


For Wayne. All will have special 
five act bills opening Dec. 31 and 
staying over through Saturday. 
Scale of 75 cents has been set for 














these burgs. 





BOSTON AGENT WORSTED 


Lopez Loses in Carnera Commis- 
sion—$450 Damage Besides 


Springfield, Mass., Dec. 14. 

Richard F,. Lopez, Boston book- 
ing agent, lost his suit here to re- 
cover $5,000 from Primo Carnera; 
his manager, Leon See, Sr., and 
Leon See, Jr., when a _ superior 
court judge returned a verdict for 
the defendants. Lopez charged he 
was New England booking agent 
for giant clouter and sued for 
money alleged to be due under 
bookings for boxing bouts. 

The court also assessed damages 
of $450 against Lopez in favor of 
See, Sr. 


Loop-End’s Colored Show 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Loop-End theatre is considering 
an all-colored revue, figuring to get 
its share, in a small way, of the 
heavy coin taken by the Bill Rob- 
inson unit at the Palace and the 
Duke Ellington weeks at the Ori- 
ental. Week of Jan. 2 is the ex- 
pected date. 

Whether the deal will go through, 
however, depends upon the musi- 
cians’ union. Johnny Jones, opera- 
tor of the theatre, is trying to make 
a deal for the extra colored band 
to be used on the stage that week. 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 176 
(Week Dee. 19), RKO, Syracuse, New York 


~ VERNON RATHBURN 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) 


EDITH BQW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE DANCING ADAMS 


“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


MAKER OF FINE CIGAR ASHES 
SINCE 1889 











(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 














FAMILY TIME TRYING — 
TO GET UNDER WAY 


With a few RKO-controlled 
houses now in straight film and a 
number of independents which wil] 
soon be ready for vaude as the nu- 


cleus, RKO will maintain its Family 
Time department until these houses 
along with possible others are ready. 
Jack Dempsey, appointed 
weeks back to book the 
Time, will remain. 

The circuit is working out labor 
agreements before making known 
which of its own houses are in- 
cluded. 

Easton and Altoona, Pa., which 
with Southampton, L. I, a month 
back started, dropped out after a 
couple weeks, one of the towns go- 
ing to a New York indie booker for 
cheaper bills. 


several 
Family 





Last Half at Portchester 


The Embassy, Portchester, N. Y., 
is coming back to a combination 
policy New Year’s day. House for- 
merly played split week vaude. 

As a starter it will use a five-act 
show on last halves only. 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 177 
Week Dec. 19, Madison & Chester, New York 
THE ORANTOS 
WORLD’S-ONLY-DOUBLE 
PERCH-ACT 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


~ MARTHA MORTON 
THE DARLING OF THE 4 MORTONS, 


and EDDIE PARKS 


THE SLICK SOAP SALESMAN 
(Direction of Thos, J. Fitzpatrick) 


AN ARTISTIC IDEA FROM PARIS 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
EVELYN SINGER and 
STANLEY SIMMONS 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 



































Inaugurating the New 


HEADLINE POLICY 


AT 


a 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


THIS WEEK (DEC. 11) 


TESS GARDELL 


(AUNT JEMIMA) 








COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


JAD SALTS — Tues., Wed. and Thurs. — 2 to 2:15 p. m. 


Management EDDIE CONNIE — 50 W. 57th St., New York 








FOX, 


RKO Dir.— CHAS. MORRISON 


BROOKLYN, NEXT WEEK 


(Dec. 18) 


At the Piano—NEWMAN FIER 
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9) WB HOUSE FOR F&M: 
BRANFORD IN NEWARK 


Branford, Newark, will be the sec- 
ond Warner house to take Fanchon 
& Merco Ideas. First was the 
Stanley, Jersey City, which started 
using F. & M. shows Friday (11). 

F. & M. units go into the Bran- 
ford Christmas Day (25). 

Due to labor trouble, the Rranford 
has been on an all film policy for 





many months. . 
Mosque may reopen later with 
stage shows. It is also rumored 


WB will put vaudeville into 
Moniclair in that town. 


that 
the 


BUS TOURING SHOW 
Seattle, Dec. 14. 

Vaude showing some life with 
new circuit started to hit some of 
the smaller towns of the state. Pres- 
entation Unit No. 1 just sent out 
on this circuit by Keighley .& Ros- 
coe, opening at Wenatchee, Satur- 
day. Will play Yakima, Monday; 
Olympia, ‘Tuesday; Bellingham, 
Thursday, and Bremerton, Friday. 
Other towns to be added. 

Six gals and 5-piece band to 
make the rounds steadily, with spe- 
cialty numbers changed. 

Travel about the state by bus, 








ee 


3 New Haven Stage 
Show Houses by Dec. 25 


New Haven, Dec. 14. 

Introduction of vaude into Roger 
Sherman (WB) around end of 
month will bring local stage shows 
to three, with Fox-Poli going vaude 
aiso with changeover from current 
type of presentation scheduled for 
Dec. 25. Paramount will continue 
with F. & M. units and may pos- 
sibly tone them up preparatory to 


Brooklyn and New York Para- 
mounts. 
Roger Sherman will probably 


have eight acts in addition to fea- 
ture film. 

At the Fox-Poli Elizabeth Fried- 
man, currently in charge of resi- 
dent line girls and assisting in 
staging local units, will remain to 
put on F. & M. vaude bills. Efforts 
are being made to place present 
line intact with a F, & M. unit or 
with a regular production. 

Barney Rapp, present m. c. at 
Fox-Poli, goes to Bridgeport Fox- 
Poli in same capacity starting the 
25th, leaving Harry Berman in 
charge of pit for vaude bills. 





Weekend Vaude 
South Bend, Ind., Dec. 14. 
RKO Palace will again play five 
acts the weekend half starting Dec. 
26. 
Straight pictures rest of week. 








DONATELLA 


Personal Rep: 


And 


SISTER CARMEN 


in “WAIT AND SEE!” 
Season’s Greetings to All Bookers and Friends 


BOOKED SOLID RKO UNTIL SEPTEMBER, 1932 


BROTHERS 


JEFF DAVIS 














GEORGE PiANTADOSI 


Wishes to announce to his many friends that he is now connected with 


M. WITMARK & SONS, 1657 Broadway, New York 








MAX TURNER ON HIS OWN 


Leaving Morris Agency in Chi— 
Opening Indie Office 








Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Max Turner is leaving the Wil- 
liam Morris office to enter the in- 
dependent agency business. His 
departure leaves Morris Silver in 
sole charge for Morris here, 

Turner has headed the present 
local Morris office since it was or- 
ganized about six years ago. Fora 
time it was the principal Indie pic- 
ture house booker in the middle 
west and the chief talent source for 
B. & K. 

Remaining with Silver on the 
local Morris staff are Sam Bramson 
and Charlie Hogan. Latter books 
the Warner vaudeville time in this 
section. 





Topeka Unions’ Demands 
Washed Up Vaudeville 


Topeka, Dec. 14. 


After three weeks of vaudeville 
the Fox-Jayhawk dropped it. 

Musicians’ local refused to allow 
| six-pieces in pit, insisting on eight. 
Stage hands’ local demanded full 
crew for three acts. 


2 RKO Texas Stands 


RKO vaude in the Texas terri- 
tory will be confined to Dallas and 
San Antonio. It will stay out of 
Houston under a working agree- 
ment with Publix which also will 
maintain itself in straight film only 
in that situation. 

Publix and RKO will have stage 
shows in San Antonio and Dallas 











after Christmas day (26) when 
Fanchon & Marco Ideas go into 
that territory for Publix. The 


F&Ms also go into Fort Worth for 
Publix. 

Present intentions of Publix are 
to continue the Saenger, New Or- 
leans, in straight pictures with live 
talent confined to the pit orchestra 
there for sometime and recently 
strengthened on orders of the home 
office. 








Flash Act Producers Find 5% 


Best Break They Can Get This Season 





Producers of vaude acts contain- 
ing extensive casts have discovered 
that the best they can make out of 
it is a straight 5% commission. 
Profits for the majority are im- 
possible. Cost of production is fig- 
ured something of permanent in- 
vestment which can be _ utilized 
again in another act under different 
lighting and staging conditions. 

An example of the modern trend 
in vaude producing is the act 
called ‘Russian Revels.’ This revue 
was produced by Roger Murrell and 
carried 13 people in the cast. Salary 
for the act is $1,000 and $1,050. The 
best Murrell can make is the regular 


5% and there are others in the 
same boat. However, if the pro- 


ducer can get other circuits, be- 
sides RKO, to pick up the act at 
an increase of $200 or $300 over the 
RKO figure, they can gradually 





check off investment besides some 
gravy. 
Shoe-Stringing 

Several have tried the s 
method this season. One producer 
is said to have borrowed some 
scenery from the Brandt brothers 
who operate the subway circuit, 
and then fitted in a group of spe- 
cialty people. Act required no pro- 
ducing, except routining of numbers, 
as the acts came in with their own 
specialties. Impresario merely fig- 
ured a quick profit with no invest- 
ment. 

Most vaude producers are letting 
the world know they refuse to pro- 
duce a single act which requires 
scenery. Many rolled up imposing 
profits in the past and some have 
saved. They do not feel like risk- 
ing the nest egg today. 
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BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 
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R-K-0 
JACK CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER AL GROSSMAN 


39 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
PARI 
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160 West 46th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 
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MELVYN DOUGLAS and the ORIGINAL BELASCO STAGE CAST id 


Directed by MERVYN LEROY 
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VAUDE—BURLESQUE 


Tuesday, December 15, 1931 











Good Show, Good Spot, Chi Clean 
~ Burlesque Looks Good Prospect 





Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Legit, then pictures, and now bur- 
That’s the story of the 
situated perfectly in the 


middle of the theatrical zone. N. S. 
Barger, who operates the west side 
Academy burleycue parlor, has this 


\ 


~N 















nifty spot on a five-year lease from 
the Jones, Linick & Schaefer outfit. 
Lease calls not for a straight rental, 
but for a percentage of the gross. 


This is the first burlesque on the 


main stem since the old Columbia 
wheel 
some years ago. 


the present Apollo 
And it’s the first 
burlesque in the heart of:the theatre 


was in 


district. 


Understood that ‘Barger’ spent 
close to $10,000 decorating the in- 
side of this house, slapping up new 
scenery, lights and runway. His 
sound equipment, the delayed in- 
stallation of which held up the 
opening of the first show, figures at 
$5,500 for the Western Electric ma- 
chinery. 3ut this is taken care of 
on the time-pay plan. 

Barger’s idea for this stock policy 
is a return to the clean burleycue of 
some years back. His invisible 
master of céremonies, speaking 
through the sound horns, expressed 
the idea that the shows would not 
be ‘puritanical,’ but they would be 
fit for women. Naughty but nice. 
There was a crack about being as 
clean as Mahatma Gandhi but just 
as revealing. 

This idea of steering a middle 
course between the clean and the 
dirty is dominant throughout the 
show. It’s a very devious road to 
navigate and takes plenty of quick- 
stepping in order to be spicy but 
not offensive. Situation is handled 
neatly. 

Clearly demonstrated in the strip 
mumber by the featured woman, 
Mary Sunde. She’s on next to clos- 
ing for her specialty, after much and 
long-ballyhoo throughout the show. 
The disrobing is drastically modi- 
fied; none of it is done in view of 
the audience. She ‘makes only two 
strips, both off-stage. First she 
slips off a jacket-like brassiere and 
then the skirt. The result is a peek- 
a-boo form-fitting outfit that gives 
the audience the idea without the 
substance. If they tried to quit at 
this point at any of the other bur- 
leycue houses, the mob would tear 
down the balcony. Here they let it 
g0 42with perfunctory applause. 
Which would. indicate that this 
house is getting’ a different patron- 
age. 

In the entire running of'the show 
there is only one undress flash, and 
that’s by Miss Sunde, who does a 
pose in the background for the 
finale. Not at all objectionable. 
Other than this moment all the 
brassieres and panties are strictly 
non-skid. There is no funny-flap- 
ping, grinding or cooching. Runway 
stuff is as demure as your grand- 
mother, being merely a close-up 
privilege, 

There are 32 girls in the chorus 
and none of previous burlesque ex- 
perience. From dancing schools 
mostly. Their first objections to 
appearing in a burlesque theatre 
were swept aside by the location of 
the house and the assurances that 
no off-color stuff was wanted of 
them. Same goes for the vaude spe- 
cialty femmes, These chorus gals 
are younger, niftier, fresher and 


cleverer than the regulation bur- 
leycue mob. They are not particu- 
larly good dancers; their routines 
are quite simple, but they make a 
good flash on small stage by 
sheer numbers. 

Watson and Cohan are the head- 
lined comics here. They’re on for 
one sketch and one vaude bit. They 
got their laughs nicely, all without 
dirt. Others in the large cast are 
Harry Clex and Eddie Green, sub 
comedians; Charles Hendricks, 
George Kinnear, two straight men; 
Irving Lewis, singer. Margaret Da- 
vids, Mildred’ Morris, Vivian Kent, 
Bebe Sherman, for songs and dances 
of no moment. Madelon Mackenzie 
for the real singing and. Darlene 
Walders for two great dance spe- 
cialties, and the F.erbes Brothers, 
hoofers. Several these have been 
around town playing cafes, vaude 
and presentati-n houses. Woods 
will play several vaude fill-in turns, 
to be booked through the Johnny 
Jones office. 


It’s a good burlesque show, the 
best that’s been seen in this town 
since the old Columbia wheel went 
out. Evidences that time, thought 
and effort have been expended on 
it. Scenery and costumes are fresh; 
performance throughout is lively 
and brisk; performers: know their 
lines and are working, not shuf- 
fling. Fred Clark, who used to pro- 
duce for Columbia, has done a good 
job with this unit, known as ‘Scan- 
dals of 1932.’ It’s a show that the 
oldtime burlesque fans are going to 
like, It’s a show that caters to the 
cheaper portions of the public; but 
it surely is not a show that invites 
the epileptics. 


Understood that the performers, 
outside of the chorus, are booked 
in for six-week periods. Salaries are 
low according to vaude and presen- 
tation standards, but pleasant for 
burlesque. Watson and Cohan at 
$350, the chorus at $25. Singles 
range from $60 to $150. 

Running time of the show is now 
85 minutes, having been clipped 
down from close to 120 minutes. 
Slash was necessitated by the 
stagehands’ and musicians’ unions, 
the lengthy show making it too 
costly on the overtime. At 85 min- 
utes there’s enough entertainment 
for the coin. 

Four shows a day, spliced in with 
a picture. Current one is ‘Con- 
victed,’ indie. Sound is very good, 
but the picture is too small on the 
large screen. No doubt due to the 
yegulation lens on the equipment. 
This should be changed to larger 
lens to give the picture a wider 
throw. Barger is getting his film 
product for handshakes. His first- 
runs are the slough of the town, 
and he'll no doubt run second to 
everybody. 

Business at the house has been 
excellent, the matinee trade being 
much heavier than the night. Prices 
range from 385c to 50c to 75c. Mid- 
night on Saturday will trade a re- 
served seat audience at $1.50 top. 
At the present tariff and pace the 
house will gross approximately 
$12,000. To operate, without rent, 
should figure above $8,000. 

Location on the ace street of the 
theatrical midway, this house has 
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a great chance for the drop-in male. 
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And the transients on Randolph 
street are more likely to have the 
cash to pay for a ticket than the 
unemployed mob frequenting the 
streets near the other burleycue 
spots. 

Barger is giving them. honest and 
worthwhile burlesque. Comments 
have been excellent so far. And of 
most importance is the number of 
women who do not hesitate to enter 
the house, 

This is the first week and the 
heavy business can be no real cri- 
terion, but if Barger continues to 
give ‘em flashy, fast shows, with 
plenty of people in the clean-cut 
style of his present unit, he’s likely 
to find himself with a winner on 
his hands. 





1—2 ACT ADDITIONS 


Extra Turns on Intacts Over RKO 
Time Starting to Work Out 








The extra act adding to the four- 
part intacts when they reach Mil- 
waukee, will test the policy for the 
middle west and may mean addi- 
tional playing prospects for Chi- 
cago turns. The RKO office there is 
supplying the supplemental act for 
Milwaukee, a two-hour jump. Pol- 
icy went in last week. 

Belief is that shortly after Dec. 
26, when the Chester, New York, 
and Madison, Brooklyn, adding two 
acts to the intacts, with L. A. and 
S. F. now adding four, that demand 
may be seen for similar strength- 
ening in other REO towns. 

Continued lack of box office de- 
pendability on picture product is 
forcing the move. Rochester and 
Syracuse were the first to experi- 
ment with two added acts six weeks 
ago. Both continue getting a show 
of six turns, 





Bozo Stock Feature 


Harry Abbott, operating stock in 
the Empire, Brooklyn, slipped one 
over on his Columbia wheel oppo- 
sition last week by putting Bozo 
Snyder in as a special for two 
weeks. 

A perceptible increase in biz was 
accredited to Snyder’s presence. 








Bolstering Wheel Shows 


Cincinnati, Dec. 14. 
To reduce seat vacancies at the 
Empress, Meyer (‘Blackie’) Lantz 
is fortifying Columbia shows with 
principals and choristers, swelling 
the number of stage people to 43. 
Faul Kane is resident producer and 
is using his Dancing Girls act. 
Gordon and Lane are the featured 
house team. Bolstering went into 
effect this week. Biz at the only lo- 
cal burlesque house has been light 
this season. 





Jermon Stock Folds 


John J. Jermon’s burlesque stock 
collapsed in the Casino, Philadel- 
phia, 

The show had started its second 
week but closed Tuesday (8) when 
financial difficulties were encoun- 
tered. 





NEW WHEEL UNIT 

Columbia adds a new show being 
recruited in N, Y., due to added 
starter theatres, the Empire, To- 
ronto, opening Christmas Day, and 
Cameo (old Star) gets started with 
a midnight show Dec. 24. 

The new unit makes 24 operative. 


BURLESQUE CHANGES 


Lola Pierce permanently out of 
Ed. Ryan’s ‘Bare Fact.’ Lucille 
in as principal woman. Ryan also 
replaced Flo Butler with Ruth V. 
Brown. 








Quits Wheel for Stock 

Hindu Wassau, former Columbia 
show worker, to Milwaukee for the 
Gayety. 

Girl is reported on a flat salary. 
When with a Columbia show her 
salary was considered too high for 
the troupe to continue at a profit. 





Middletown’s Vaude 


Warner’s Capitol, Middletown, 
Conn., goes vaudefilm commencing 
New Year's. 

House will play five acts the last 
half only. First half continues film. 





Girls from the Follies 


(COLUMBIA) 


‘Girls from: the Follies’ offers 
something unusual for modern bur- 
lesque—something on which one 
may comment favorably. In its 
heart it’s strictly a present style 
burleycue, featuring stripping al- 
most entirely, but it departs more 
than average from burlesque’s cur- 
rent hit-and-run system. Some- 
thing different was at least attempt- 
ed here and there by the producer 
and, as the results in a few tries are 
favorable, the show in contrast to 
others, is satisfactory. 

The two most interesting depart- 
ures, as the show played at the Irv- 
ing Place, New York, were in one- 
two rotation at the finish. First is 
an oldie, but now sparkles amidst 
stereotyped surroundings, with the 
lack of similar stuff in other com- 
panies giving it an almost new ap- 
pearance. It’s a morality preach- 
ment in: police headquarters. The 
chief lectures one of the town belles 
who entered .a mashing complaint 
against.a sailor. She’s had enough 
herself, sez the chief, with her 
drinking and gambling and ciggy 
smoking at home, and she must have 
looked easy-to-make to the sailor, 
else he wouldn’t have propositioned 
her. 

The idea runs pretty long for a 
modern non-strip burlesque scene. 
But the audience listened attentively 
and apparently enjoyed it. The 
comedy tag line gives it a surprise 
gag finish. That’s what burlesque 
used to be and how it got its name. 


The scene is old, but good, and 
much better than the repetitious 
strip stuff that preceded. Audience 


response proved that conclusively. 

Second of the troupe’s two best 
novelties is a strip, but staged well 
enough to make it a punch number, 
despite that everything up ahead is 
stripping. While the stripper in this 
number had also been on twice pre- 
viously for strips, and both times 
took off as much as she could out- 
side a stag show. 

Number is built up by the com- 
pany crooner’s off-stage delivery of 
‘Minnie the Moocher.’ Over to the 
left about eight chorus girls cooch 
to each verse under dark blue 
lights. As costumed and presented, 
they almost succeed in looking in- 
teresting. After some parading, the 
chief stripper goes into routine ac- 
tion. It isn’t the stripping that 
counts, for she’d shown ’em the limit 
before, but the buildup gives the 
number heft. 

Same idea was incorporated in the 
opening show at the National Win- 
ter Garden downtown recently, in- 
cluding the song. It seemed handled 
better by this Wheel bunch. Who 
copped and from whom probably 
doesn’t. matter. 

Earlier in the performance a ‘sis- 
ter’ team,.composed of the featured 
stripper previously mentioned and 
an acrobatic girl who doesn’t look 
like she’s in burlesque by prefer- 
ence, are the show’s most interest- 
ing item. They do control kicks— 
right feet mostly, but kicks—and 
some difficult overs, and while doing 
so look different for burlesque. In 
the same category is the violinist- 
soubret. She works exceptionally 
clean for this sort of booking. 

No programs inside and no billing 
outside for the show, excepting a 
picture stand. Even the latter, 
while mentioning ‘Girls from the 
Follies,’ features a player who isn’t 
in the company. Only recognizable 
member is Lee Hickman, principal 
comic, who has to struggle like all 
other burleycue comics for the 
slightest attention between the 
strips. He really seemed to try 
hard to overcome the handicap, but 
it was no go. Under the right con- 
ditions, Hickman is a _ capable 
tramp. Just now he’s limping along 
with a mess of broken-down ma- 
terial. 

Line of 16 more animated than is 
customary. It does a precision buck 
routine that’s extraordinary for a 
burlesque line and effectively staged 
without music. The girls were 
gasping toward the finish, but their 
puffing, audible in the rear of the 
theatre, is excusable. 

Three or four costume parades dot 
the scenery, these also better than 
ordinary. 

‘Girls from the Follies’ isn’t bad 
according to modern standards as 
set by the Wheel. If preceding 
Wheel shows are criterion, then it’s 
better than average. At the Irv 
Place, where it was accompanied by 
the 12-girl house line and two staff 
Strippers, it played to a small at- 
tendance Thursday night (10). 


Bige. 


BOTH MINSKYS ILL 

Both Billy and Herbert Minsky 
are under the doctors’ care. 

Billy may have to seek a com- 
plete rest. Reported to have a se- 
vere case of neuritis. The younger 
brother was too sick to report at 
the downtown houses last Friday 
(11). Billy only recently returned 
from a trip to Hot Springs. 





a 


MARCUS CO. TRYING 
DeWITT IN SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 14. 

The DeWitt, dark since Friday, 
when the receivers for the corpora. 
tion ruled out the straight film pol- 
icy, is set to reopen on Sunday (27) 
with a Marcus stock troupe. 

Marcus is in on a percentage ar. 
rangement, with a guarantee of one 
month, Company will be headed by 
Leon Miller, Ben McAtte and Bessie 
Singleterry. 

For the Marcus engagement there 
will be three matinees weekly. Half 
of the house will be reserved. Mati- 
nee top will be 50c., with nights at 
75c. 

Theatre will continue to book oc- 
casional road attractions when 
available, the Marcus company lay- 
ing off. 








Alhambra, Harlem, Dark 


The Alhambra, Harlem, has gone 
dark after catering to Negro audi- 
ences for several years. 

RKO is reported taking back its 


house and running straight pictures. 
The Alhambra years ago played 
Keith vaude and catered to white 


audiences. 





Coast Trek Starts 


Bobby Wilson, comic in stock 
around New York, left (11) for Los 
Angeles to join Dalton Bros. troupe 
at the Follies theatre. 

Wilson opens there Dec. 26. He's 
the first of a prospective string of 
eastern people wanted for Coast en- 
gagements. 





SYRACUSE DROPS FILMS 

Syracuse, Dec, 14. 
Sound was removed from the 
Syracuse theatre last week, leaving 
Frank Sardino relying solely upon 
his tab outfit for the house program, 
Personnel of the troupe is shrink- 
ing and Izzy Cohen, principal 
comic and rated as producer, is us- 
ing the ‘Help Wanted’ columns in 
the local sheets to fill the gaps. 
Cohen promises to teach all femmes 
how to be actresses. 





WATSON DEAL COLD 
With Billy Watson and the Co- 
lumbia unable to agree on terms to 
put the former’s Orph in Paterson 
back into the wheel, all negotiations 
were declared off. 








The house will continue with 
stock, 


AND 


GARSON 


IN A FANCHON & MARCO IDEA 
Management, WM. PERLBERG 
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WM. SCHUMAN 
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CELLOLECTRIC 


Roxy, New York (Dec. 11) 
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JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 
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“Doing Something New” 
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Bit by bit the Paramount, among 
ether Broadway deluxe houses, has 
been edging toward the straight 
specialty entertainment. This 
week’s layout gets a trifle closer 
to that type, which means that it 
is practically there. All that is left 
of the presentation arrangement is 
the momentary presence of a stage 

nd, which is mere pretense, since 
it doesn’t mean anything, and two 
numbers by the David Bines group 
of 16 girls, which indeed is a spe- 
cialty act on its own account. 

That being the case, it is worth 
noting the current stage show is 
among the best the house has had 
for some time in speed, pace, tempo 
and entertainment content. 

Bing Crosby, now in his fifth 
week or so, still gets all the billing, 
but is only incidental in the pro- 
ceedings, singing three numbers 
eold and straight and making vague 
gestures of leading the stage band 
and the item handled entirely with- 
eut build-up of showmanly parade. 
Even the dressing is blah, with the 
radio star standing motionless be- 
fore a stage-center mike dressed in 
what apparently is a white yachting 
suit. 

The numbers for this appearance 
are “Time on My Hands,’ ‘River, 
Stay Away from My Door’ and 
‘Cuban Love Song,’ with the Bines 
girls easing in at the tail end of 
the last-named to complete the ef- 
fect of blurring the whole appear- 
ance. Crosby makes another per- 
functory showing for the finale, 
walking on from the first entrance 
to a stand again at his ubiquitous 
mike. Tepid handling of this fea- 
ture leaves it all up to his voice, and 
the fact that he does get returns in 
spite of everything against him is 
the best testimony to the Crosby 
vocal lure. 

Stage show opening is a capital 
bit of trick stuff. Travelers open 
to show impressionistic drapes in 
about ‘three.’ Midget in an Austin 
eoupe honks on and comes to a stop 
before a concealed opening in the 
back drop, slit to admit the girls, 
who seem to enter from the minia- 
ture auto. They go promptly into 
a fast tap routine, girls being 
trimly costumed in top hats, white 
gloves, snug suits of black and 
black stockings, a get-up that all 
stagers should study for such rou- 
tines. Eleanor Powell, tall, black- 
haired girl in black and white pa- 
jamas is on for a bit of solo tap- 
ping that for some reason was the 
hit of this performance. Girl works 
in a delightful, casual style, weav- 
ing in a variety of odd, loose- 
jointed bits, delivered with jaunty 
insouciance that proved captivating. 

This tap display served as intro- 
duction to Buck and Bubbles, work- 
ing unaided in a shallow stage 
@pace and doing almost their com- 
plete vaudeville turn, running up- 
ward of 12 minutes and for large 
returns, especially on Bubbles’ 
stepping, than which there is noth- 
ing in the dance specialty field more 
amusing to watch. Just enough un- 
forced comedy to carry the rest and 
exactly the right pace. 

Unfolding travelers reveal the 
g@tage band before a neat set of 
@rapes and into the Crosby number 
without loss of time, the finish 
blending into the second Bines girls’ 
appearance, apparently an impres- 
gionistic moon dance bit, with the 

irls in half light and subtly reveal- 
ng costumes of flesh and blue for 
a session of wriggles that do not 
ordinarily get into this very polite 
establishment. 

Finish of this ensemble has the 
Nghts up for the specialty ballroom 
dance interlude of Veloz and Yo- 
landa, who demonstrate that even 
after ballroom dancing has been 
killed off by too much of it they 
can make their own style of slow 
waltz and stimulating tango stand 
out as a fresh and engaging nov- 
elty. Sizable girl in clothes that 
would pass muster at a _ public 
function here appears right after 
the torso gyrations of the line girls 
and instantly awakens the audience 
to a sudden eloquent realization of 
striking feminine appeal. An ex- 
tremely subtle touch of spice that 
registered emphatically. 

Bearing out the idea that the 
@rift is toward the straight spe- 
eialty show, they made no effort 
toward the Christmas tree finale 
display that used to be the trade- 
mark of these Publix units, but 
drifted promptly into a gathering 
of the whole company for a musical 
bit and a bow-off, which is an im- 
provement on the wirligig arrange- 
ment that used to serve, especially 
Bince it put an artless and informal 
Period to an extremely satisfactory 
entertainment. 

‘The Creat’ (Par) on the screen. 

Rush. 





CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 11. 

Long show unfolding 40 minutes 
of ‘Lights and Shadows,’ the unit, 
and ‘Flying High’ (M-G) as the 
Principal screen fare. Another of 
Metro's and Pete Smith's aquatic 
shorts fills in with the usual news- 
reel-trailer combo and an operatic 
medley serving as overture. Pulling 
a leaf from the Roxy, house is go- 
ne to its big screen for a football 

p. 


Outstanding sparkle in the pro- 





the acompaniment for a mechanical 
ballet which is rather skimpy on 
personnel and most ordinarily rou- 
tined. Score used sounds like an 
excerpt from one of Ferdie Grofe’s 
suites and under Bunchuk’s baton 
is a bit of a thrill. The same pro- 
duction item away from the Capitol 
and its good-sized orchestra may 
not mean much, if anything, be- 
oe the orchestra is carrying it 
nere, 


A preceding Punchinello panto- 
mimic charade takes a series of 
scenes with Ivan Triesault power- 
fully booming the lyrics and Edward 
Albano interpreting the musical de- 
scription. Well staged, lighted and 
made interesting by Albano. Trie- 
sault is given another chance during 
the familiar machine symbolism and 
stirs with his strong baritone. 

Sandwiched between these full 
stage items are A. Robbins, veteran 
musical clown, and Hector’s Dogs. 
Animals open with the trainer's 
comedy vein sufficient for this big 
house. Robbins would be better off 
if eliminating a minute or two. 


Overture included a nice concep- 
tion of Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ and plenti- 
ful footage was given the trailer on 
next week’s ‘Private Lives’ (M-G). 
Business was not impressive Fri- 
day afternoon with a wide open bal- 
cony, Sid. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 
Only Carli Elinor and his band 
on the stage this week, eliminatng 
line and male chorus. Orchestra 
plays a medley of Victor Herbert 
tunes with ‘Humoresque’ and ‘Good- 
night Sweetheart.’ 


That the live stage talent is 
missed can be judged by the num- 
ber of patrons who wanted to know 
what had happened. Harold B. 
Franklin has tried about everything 
in the line of stage entertainment 
since he took over the house two 
months ago. 


Business for ‘Husband’s Holiday’ 
(Par), feature, was away off. Pic- 
ture will be pulled on Tuesday to 
give ‘Sookey’ (Par), figured as sure- 
fire, two extra days. Special kid 
stage will augment. 


Henri Monnet, organist, soloed 
with a pop number following the 
feature, with Max Lerner, vocalist, 
in on the chorus. Paramount News 
and a Par novelty were sandwiched 
between the organ solo and the or- 
chestra. Call. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 
U. S. C. football rally for the 
Georgia game, with the latter team 
and Coach Howard Jones of 8S. C. 
on the stage before a packed house 


that came for the USC-Notre Dame 
film, turned the Fanchon & Marco 
‘Air Travel’ unit into a disconnected, 
only haphazardly effective show. 
Everything was cut to the bone in 
an effort to cream in as many show- 
ings as possible because of the ex- 
traordinary length of running time, 
two hours and 40 minutes. At that, 
football feature was run off six 
times, while the feature, ‘Good 
Sport’ “(Fox), and unit did five 
apiece. 


‘Air Travel’ is a Gae Foster unit 
that started somewhere in the east 
and is rounding the first half of its 
tour at the usual F & M starting 
point. Features Harry and Frances 
Usher, who merely introduced sev- 
eral of the scenes and are next to 
closing, with Harry’s needle-and- 
thread legerdemain and her mental 
communication cut way down. 


Band is on stage this week, with 
Sam Jack Kaufman evidently not 
realizing that his type of m.c. work 
was passe out here several years 
ago. Didn’t win any affection from 
the football mob, either, with his 
constant attempts at clowning dur- 
ing introduction of players and yells. 
Another recipient of rude remarks 
from the back balcony was Tex 
Morrisey & Co., prop mule act, 
which drew protests when the girl 
in the cloth animal went into the 
audience and out of sight of down- 
stairs side aisles and most of the 
balcony. Otherwise a nice novelty 
that gets a hand when the unmask- 
ing reveals a femme under the skin. 


First ensemble number, ‘King’s 
Horses,’ very weak, but an Irish jig 
was better and the six pairs in good 
unified and spectacular adagio work 
made a strong finish. 


Tommy Harris, eccentric dancer, 
and the Daniels, ballroom twirlers, 
failed to show because of length of 
program. Ray Deuserne, manager, 
booked Gogo Delys, popular radio 
and picture house warbler, in for 
the week. Girl was at USC and is 
still aces with the studes. Band 
gets timely with a medley of col- 
legiate themers. Also booked in for 
the week is Bailey Edgerton, head 
yell leader at USC, who draws 
plenty of lung response from the 
audience, whether collegiate or lay 
patrons. Edgerton has that grid 
style that almost combines acro- 
batics, tap dancing and oratorical 
gesticulation, but still remains un- 
spoiled enough to be the McCoy and 
not a theatrical imitation of a vocal 
riot inciter. 








Hollywood, Dec. 11. 

Fourth week of the stage band 
idea at Warners’ Hollywood sees 
biz holding up nicely with Jess 
Stafford’s orchestra as the nucleus. 
Judicious supplementary booking 
for specialty acts is costing the 
house over $3,000 for its stage fare. 

May be that the house doesn’t 
add on that much to its gross, but 
the show has certainly helped to 
sustain things both here and at the 
Downtown, where the new Western, 
a triple day-and-date policy, has 
obtained for pictures. ‘Her Majesty, 
Love,’ is the current triple day- 
dater. Last week ‘Local Boy Makes 
Good’ inaugurated the idea of play- 
ing the same feature by the West- 
ern, Downtown and Hollywood. 
With paucity of product, that pol- 
icy will hold for the time being. 

Plenty of shows here at 35-75 
(loges) and scems to be catching 
on nicely. Graham McNamee’s Uni- 
versal news opens; a Booth Tark- 
ington Penrod and Sam short, ‘Bat- 
ter Up’ next; then Gaylord Carter's 
organolog with Frank Snodgrass, 
songplugger, assisting in a novelty 
presentation, which also manages to 
ring in a plug for four WB stars 
and four current WB pictures. It’s 
captioned ‘Talking to the Stars,’ 
with Marilyn Miller, James Cagney, 
Marian Marsh and Joe E. Brown 
each voting for a certain song as 
his or her favorite, the slides at the 
same time mentioning one of their 
pictures. To make the plug 100%, 
the songs utilized are from the cat- 
alogs of the affiliated Warner Bros.’ 
music publishing holdings. Anyway, 
it’s well done and neatly presented 
by Carter. 

A Bosko Looney Tune next and 
then Stafford’s stage band presen- 
tation, running too long, although 
intrinsically worthy, with 35 min- 
utes. 

It held Boyce Combe, polite comic, 
with a rather original style, al- 
though ‘Kissing Cup’s Last Race,’ 
the old Clifton Crawford classic, has 
been done to death. Still Combe 
even at this late date manages to 
do it with distinction. 


Jack Holland and June Knight, 
quick returners, and local favs, by 
now have worked out the kinks and 
unquestionably belong east. They 
first came to attention in some of 
Jack Partington’s Publix-produced 
shows at the downtown Paramount 
a few months back and since then 
have become somewhat of a local 
institution, gravitating into local 
revues, the Cocoanut Grove, pres- 
entation houses, etc.; all in all 
keeping working rather consistently 
considering the scarcity of time 
hereabouts. 


Miss Knight has developed into 
a personality of production tim- 


ber. She can handle a_ song 
in great style, as witness ‘Love 
for Sale’; she dances well with 


Holland, and, of course, that expert 
veteran’s tutelage is apparent. The 
vet thing is no inference at being 
an a. k. as he’s a juv throughout 
and that black wig, in fact, for the 
tango, makes him look younger than 
ever. 


“Stafford’s top-off with the versa- 
tile hokum, while entertaining and 
showmanly, was what added on the 
feeling of surplus time owing to 
what had preceded him. The boys 
had their innings in between and 
could have chopped the sax quartet 
hoke and tightened things up in 
general. Abel. 


DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 9. 

The overture by Fred Schmitt's 
orchestra is one of the finest this 
group has rendered. It was especi- 
ally arranged and featured all the 
members in solos, duets, trios, etc. 

‘Parasols,’ a flashy F. & M. idea, 
hit it off in fine shape with Denver 
crowds. First setting shows huge 
diamond shaped candy box and 
when the cover is lifted sitting on 
the steps is the line, with their star- 
shaped parasols and white dresses. 
The parasols have sparklers and 
are edged in color. Anthony is vo- 
calizing with Mignone bending and 
twisting. Her best was a sensa- 
tional backbend. Girls all return to 
candy box and cover comes down. 
A black drop is covered with pic- 
tures of parasols of various periods 
in history and a clever whistler en- 
tertains for a few minutes. 

Next bit shows a cop and nurse- 
maid and the line are dressed as 
childre ’s nurse maids, each one 
having her own doll cart and doll. 
This routine is well done, with each 
nurse holding her doll by the back 
and putting her through the steps. 
The youngsters were delighted. 
Laugh on a gag exit. 

Gene Sheldon and Sherry try to 
work up some enthusiasm, but 
without much luck. Too much in- 
tentional discording, so that when 
they got to the straight part of 
their act the role was off. 


The entire line were on unicycles | 


for intricate routines. Just before 


the final flash Capt. Mauss rode his | 


bicycle around inside a twenty-foot 
hoop—thrill feature. A sure-fire act 
for a matinee and not so bad for the 


} men. A good stage show. 


|| NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


A 16-minute review of the football 
life of Knute Rockne is outstanding 


in the current program. Editorial 
mention is made that Fox will pre- 
sent prints of the same to Notre 
Dame and Rockne’s family. 


The Rockne film memorial is the 
most complete yet screened. It 
shows the late coach in private and 
public life. Opening with a close- 
up of Rockne preaching on depres- 
sion and telling that football players 
haven't time to think up the alibis 
of many business men, this short 
travels through highlights of big 
Notre Dame games and public re- 
ceptions, including one of the last 
given the coach by Mayor Walker. 

Even a chart is used in the sub- 
ject showing that in all the time 
Knute had supervision of the Notre 
Dame teams, 105 games were won, 
while only 12 were lost. 


Fox dips back to 1923 in its foot- 





| house 


ball archives to include in this of- 
fering the birth of the Four Horse- 
men. The 100-yard dash of 1930 is 
another of the high spots. Just 
enough of the funeral services fs in- 
troduced to bring this picture me- 
morial to an impressive finis, 

Other football matter takes in the 
Navy-Pennsylvania game, given 
brief coverage. Particularly inter- 
esting is a series of flashes of the 
best plays of 1931 as selected by the 
reel’s editors, 


An interview with a Philadelphia 
waitress who offers herself in mar- 
riage for $10,000 with which to sup- 
port her dependent parents arouses 
admiration at the same time that it 
provokes laughter. The girl on the 
screen appears unusually pretty, 
but her replies at questions designed 
to emphasize the comedy prove an 
intelligence test in proportion. The 
letters which she reads are the basis 
for the audience’s mirth reaction. 


Two very obvious plugs for the 
Fox organization are included. Roxy 
performers on Broadway doing a 
German wheel routine is nothing for 
the bid for advertising, as that of 
Miss Fanchon telling her girls all 
about the good qualities of Fanchon 
& Marco Idea presentations. 


Santa Claus is a timely subject for 
both newsreel houses. The Embassy 
does a better job because it goes out 
of its way for human interest. Kids 
at the Hudson Guild are interro- 
gated, with one asking for a job for 
his dad, have that certain appeal. 
Patients at the Babies hospital with 
a roomful of toys affords the con- 
trast. 


Both theatres cover the opening 
of Congress, with the Luxer giving 
it a longer play. Same is true of 
the Culbertson-Lenz bridge contest 
and its publicity barrage in the 
dailies. 


Other clips include: Mrs. Roose- 
velt christening S. S. ‘Manhattan,’ 
Dr. Butler acknowledging Nobel 
prize award, model of St. John’s 
Cathedral, Havana wine tasters, 


Paris students, license plates, Flo- 
rida publicity, Japanese _ soldiers, 
South African dancers, Paris dog 
show, St. Moritz skiing, Londos, 
Glassilands' steeplechase, Hanover 
opera. Waly. 


; TRANSLUX 


Greatest air casualty scoop In the 
history of all newsreels is recorded 
for Universal by Staff Camerman 
Floyd Troynhan in the current pro- 
gram. It’s the spectacular Bayles 
erash in Detroit. 

The audience is tense from. the 
time Bayles seats himself in the 
cockpit. When the machine, travel- 
ing five miles per minute, goes into 


a series of spins, crashes, and sends 


up from the ground a sheet of flame, 
the fan reaction is one of horror, 
The picture is so rea] audiences for- 
get they are in a theatre. 

Another scoop, of importance in 
another news category, is Uni- 
versal’s presentation of the rescue 
of snowbound Indians. Stiff figures 
are shown as they are lifted into 
mule-drawn wagons. 

Paramount used a Los Angeles 
stunt man for a real aerial thriller. 
Held to the plane only by a pair of 
suction shoes the stunter is shown 
taking a series of somersaults with 
the plane high over the city. 

Lions in Del Monte, Cal., appear 
in two clips in this program. One 
shows Santa Claus leaving a Christ- 
mas tree and the kings later shred- 
ding it, while the other has the 
beasts attacking a dummy. 

The Luxer is a week behind the 
Embassy in projection of the Paris 
peace meeting riot and St. Peter’s 
bells. Universal is also late on the 
race of the Parisian shop girls race. 

To prove the practicability of the 
autogiro, Pathe has one play taxi to 
a ship captain. 

Captain Bartlett’s @reenland coast 
voyage is getting shorter and short- 
er in the Luxer episodes. Before 
audience interest has a chance tq, 
kindle the episode ends. ; 

Other clips: Shooting deer with 
arrows; feeding ducks; Chicago's 
boxing and wrestling girls; coast 
defense guns; New Hampshire 
Xmas trees; L. A. polo match; 
Olympic skaters practicing; Boy 
Scouts in Switzerland; Fordham 
preparing for the basketball season. . 

Waly. 


RUSSIAN NEWSREEL 


Only two clips in the current issue 
of the Russian Newsreel as: shown 
at the Cameo week of Dec. 12. Both 
overlong, though of some interest 
and could fit into any standard 
American issue. 

First clip is of a motorcycle race 
in Moscow, with some good shots 
around the bowl. Second clip, over 
long, has a physical culture exhibit 
in Red Square, Moscow. Several 
notables present including Stalin, 
Maxim Gorki, Litvinoff and others. 
Thousands of Russ boys and girls 
doing their stuff, with the girls in 





bathing suits. 





Crocker, Elgin, Ill. 


Elgin, Il., Dec. 10. 

Leo Sickles gives it as his opinion 
that Elgin is a bum show town. If 
any one should know this territory 
it’s Sickles. He’s ticket agent in El- 
gin for the Chicago, Aurora & Elgin 
railroad, lives in Aurora and runs a 
picture house in Earlville, and he 
claims to have done a lot of knock- 
ing around hereabouts for the line. 
Sickles got the house in Earlville 
as an inheritance. His mother had 
a mortgage on the theatre property 
and when the old exhibitor retired 
the house fell into Sickles’ keep. 
Sickles’ experience as a showman 
doesn’t date so far back, and for 
that reason perhaps his opinion on 
the standing of Elgin as a show 
town won't be accepted by the two 
local house managers. 


Anyway, both houses, the Crocker 
and the Rialto, in this exclusive 
Publix spot, seems to have been 
faring pretty badly all this season. 
Crocker is one of those long, narrow 
auditorium affairs, seating about 1,- 
200 on the main floor and a cor- 
poral’s guard in the mezzanine. 
Charge here is a half buck nights 
and 35¢c matinees. For Sundays the 
house imports several acts of vaude- 
ville, as a counter move against the 
Arcadia in St. Charles, just a few 
miles away. Rialto accepts them at 
25c per evenings and 15c during the 
afternoon. Latter has a stadium 
layout, with around 900 seats in all. 

Obviously the cream of the prod- 
uct goes to jhe Crocker. Day the 
was covered it had just 
brought in the tab troupe of ‘The 

Blue Ghost’ from Waukegan for a 
| three-day sojourn. For the four 
| bits in the evening the house drew 





in, in addition to the mystery 
thriller, the feature, ‘Girls Around 
| Town’ (Par), a cartoon and a news. 
Against this line-up the other house 
played ‘Flying High’ (Metro), a 


| comedy short and news clips. Supper 
show found the Crocker with about 
(two-thirds of a house, and the final 
| performance playing to considerably 
ijess. ‘The Blue Ghost’ failed to 
click as well here as it did in Wau- 





kegan, perhaps due to the fact that 
they are harder to please here and, 
as Sickles said, expect more for 
their money. 


Genessee, Waukegan, III. 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Ace of the pair controlled by 
Publix in this exclusively Publix 
town, the Genesee evidently has 
the pick of the product and with 
that the pick of the picture-going 
clientele. House, of simple design 
and decoration, seats 1,800 on two 
floors, Bill changes take place 
twice weekly, with several acts of . 
vaude tacked on to the screen fare 
for the Sunday patron. It’s 50c all 
over the house nights and the mati- 
nees three jits less. 

Occasion for the house being re- 
viewed was an abbreviated stage 
version of ‘The Blue Ghost’ on tap 
for the first three days of the week. 
Draw for the supper show filled 
about two-thirds of the lower floor, 
with a generous sprinkling of kids, 
due to the fact that there was no 
school that day. Attendance at the 
last performance picked up to the 
extent of a near capacity lower 
floor and a fairish balcony. 

In addition to ‘The Blue Ghost’ 
the customers were regaled with a 
feature, ‘Five Star Final’ (WB), a 
news reel and a comedy cartoon,. 


Across the street at the AcademyZe 


seating around 800 and where the 
admission calls for 30c at night and 
a dime less before dusk, ‘Once a 
Lady’ (Par) was being offered as 
the magnet of an all-screen set-up 
that included a two-reel comedy 
and a series of news clips. House 
at the peak evening hour was less 
than 50% occupied. Cause, ob- 
viously the extra double attraction 
on the other side of the street. 

Genesee impressed as competently 
maintained and snappily manned. 

‘The Blue Ghost’ got over nicely 
at both performances, with the 
black-face character pulling a 
steady rumble of laughter and the 
action in general uncorking a lib- 
eral amount of surprise shrieks and 
howls, 
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ACTS 











NEW 


Spanish Dancing . 
19 Mins.; Full (Special) 
86th St. 

A regulation Trini act, as good as 
most of her previous turns and as 
Playable. The Spanish dancer re- 
mains a first rate showwoman and 
despite weight added still looks 
stunning. 

Trini’s first two dances, one alone 
and the other with a partner, are 
routine Spanish stuff. But they 
build, with help from the support 
east, to an effective climax number. 
Latter contains the usual dancing 
‘story,’ with the customary two 
men battling over the girl and the 
girl (Trini) taking the bullet and 
an exit at the finish. 

An acrobatic dancing boy who 
conceals a ciggy in his mouth while 
leaping, delivers, the best supporting 
specialty. Other soloist is a young 
baritone with one spot for himself 
and another in ensemble. Accordion 
team, accompanying only, and the 
partner who doubles as the menace 
at the finish, complete the cast. 

Turn is adequately if not pre- 
tentiously staged and Trini’s cos- 
tumes are attractive. The dancer is 
a personality for vaudeville. 

Bige. 


ROBERT and BROWN (3) 
Dancing, Comedy 

13 Mins.; Two (Special) 
G, O. H. 

Good little dance act for the me- 
dium grade houses, set off a little 
for laughs through a _ clowning 
pianist who first disturbs a number 
by coming in as a piano tuner, 
later doing a bit while eating an 
apple, banana, etc. 

Juve team lean to acrobatics and 
in that type of work exhibit excel- 
lent form. The girl especially stands 
out. * About mideay, in an effort to 
be a little different, the girl goes 
through a dressing process while 
Gppcing, lad stumbling in as a 

‘unk. 


Opened five-act show down here 
(a small time house) and oo 
ar. 


TAN ARAKIS (2) 
Novelty 

7 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson 

Smooth novelty that fits well into 
either the closing or opening spot. 
Man of this mixed couple is a Jap. 
Girl not so obvious. Turn consists 
of the man, on his back, balancing 
a large metal ladder on his feet. On 
top of the ladder is a small plat- 
form to which trapeze it attached 
with a barrel on top of the plat- 
form. 

Girl climbs up to the top of the 
ladder and goes through short rou- 
tines on the bar. Follows by climb- 
ing to top of platform and juggling 
the barrel with her legs. 

Novel and holds interest. 


CHESTER FREDERICKS & Co. (5) 


omedy 
21 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Jefferson 

Chester Fredericks in this act 
graduates from a straight acrobatic 
dancer to a comedian, and a pleas- 
ing one. Fredericks has had quite 
some film house experience. Pre- 
vious to that he was with Gus Ed- 
wards. 

The boy is surrounded by five nice 
looking girls. Scene is outdoors, 
with the girls, supposed to be man- 
haters, camping out. Fredericks 
walks in. Patter between Fredericks 
and the girls is fast and lively. 

Included are bits of comedy song 
and dance work with Fredericks and 
one of the girls. ‘ 

Pleasant, breezy turn. 


BELL, WATERS and STONE 
Comedy Dances 

8 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

A snappy comedy dancing act 
that gets across. Two boys and a 
girl. Trio features comedy ballet 
and tap work. Weave in plenty of 
roughhouse antics, with the girl 
taking plenty. Latter is a slim miss 
who wears glasses on the stage, 
barely noticeable, and a clever per- 
former. 

Toward the finish the girl per- 
forms a _ series of straight hock 
steps. Included is a comedy song 
bit, the girl trying to warble but 
the boys always breaking it up for 
some knockabout routines. 

Short and snappy and should be 
(mod anywhere. 


GAUCHI and SONNEN CO. (4) 
Dancing 

12 Mins.; Full (Special) 

G. O. H. 


Below average dance flash in 
which two teams figure, Gauchiand 
Sonnen in three numbers and a 
juve twain (mixed) in buck rou- 
tines. Doesn't have the sting to 
make more than a mild impression. 

A waltz opens, juve combination 
following. Gauchi and Sonnen re- 
turn for a Spanish number, poorest 
they do, supporting team topping 
in a double that carries a song bit. 
An American Indian routine, an- 
nounced as original with Gauchi 
and Sonnen, bring the curtains. 

On flash oke. Char. 


~ 


WHITESIDE, ANITA and 
BROWER (5) 

Flash 

17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Hippodrome 

It’s how this flash is mounted and 
presented that seils it, mure than 
the combined efforts of its five 
people, who, however, rate pretty 
well in several numbers. 

Introduction is not only bad but 
clumsy and meaningless. It could 
better Le dispensed with entirely, 
with no reason apparent why the 
five people should be dragged out 
as they are at the opening. A crack 
high kicking single fcllows, the girl 
showing excellent form. This num- 
ber could be saved for later. That 
skating dance by the juve, a routine 
that-most any dancer can learn, is 
the logical substitute, with juve 
later getting his chance with the bit 
that comes in the finale. 

Two other dance numbers, each 
femme singles, are a toe ballet, 
which, when act was caught, drew a 
heavy hand, and an Indian spe- 
cialty. Latter is built up by the 
prima donna, who sings an intro- 
duction and then gives an explana- 
tion of the dance. The prima earlier 
in the act is spotted for a cofora- 
tura solo. Good voice and tech- 
nique. 

For the finale each of the four 
specialty entertainers come on for 
bits. Fifth member of act is a 
pianist, man. Char. 


PA CROCKETT and SONS (9) 


Hill-Billy 
13 Mins.; Full (Special) 
G. O. H. 
Kaintuck in flavor and back- 


ground, Pa Crockett “brings with 
him to vaude his five sons and a 
sister trio, the Formans. Not a 
strong act of its kind, but in the 
Forman Sisters it packs a punch. 
These girls will doubtless attract 
r- tice. 

Following an introcuction which 
has all on stage in front of a Ky. 
farm drop, the trio steps forward 
for a spiritue: fav. They have fine 
voices which blend nicely. Other 
number is an oldtimer carrying a 
laugh, It scores as strong as the 
first. 

A duet of Crockett’s sons also 
stir a couple chuckles with an old 
hard cider ditty. On the close it’s 
a barn dance. Not strong enough 
for the windup. 

Played third. Char. 


HAMPTON and WHITE 
Comedy 
One 


17 Mins.; 

Earl Hampton, who did smart 
cracking acts with Dorothy Blake 
in the past, has caught the modern 
idea in this new act, with a peachy 
blonde partner. The pair work 
dandy together and aside from a 
few spots where the talk slides over 
through an attempt at too much 


niftiness, it’s okay. All the falls 
and shoving around makes the 
sight mongers go for all the 
groceries. 


Miss White dances nicely and 
stands with Hampton for honors. 
Latter looks as youthful today as 
he did long ago, with hardly a hair 
gone from the marcel. 

With a little fixing through more 
work, Hampton and White will be 
set. Earl. 


JOE PEANUTS and SMILING 
GIGOLOS 
Monkey Act 
7 Mins.; Full 
Hippodrome 

Staging of this act has been for 
the novelty .f a group of monkeys 
going through routines without the 
owner or trainer leaving the wings. 
While strictly a novelty, it doesn’t 
deliver sufficiently as entertainment 
to merit date. in the better class 
houses. 

Set is that of a theatre audi- 
torium with a :ittle pit in the center 
of the stage. A group of. monks are 
in the trench Langing now and then 
for what is supposed to be a vaude 
show. Acts include simians in bal- 
ancing, strong man, tight rope 
walking and trapeze bits. Consider- 
ing everything. the monks do their 
stuff fairly willingly, with a little 
obvious cueing from the “> 

thar. 


(Special) 


KNIGHT TROUPE (7) 
Abrobatic 
6 Mins.; Full Stage 
Jefferson 

Although the Knights look like a 
fresh outfit from overseas, lobby 
billing claims they’re Americans, 
There are five men and two women, 
one of the former working in com- 
edy makeup and in between tricks 
attempting a little clowning. 

Routine along TIines of tossing 
contingents with the teeter or 
springboard used here for the clos- 
ing tricks. The standout, announced, 
is a triple somersault from board 
into a chair held by understander. 
Circusy and effective. 

Some ground tumbling but noth- 





ing unsusual. Man clean-cut in ap- 
pearance and no stalling. Mark. 





ZELMA O’NEAL (2) 
Talk, Dancing 

10 Mins.; One 
RKO, L. A. 

With her present act, written by 
Paul Gerard Smith, Zelma O'Neal, 
assisted by her sister, Bernice, 
hasn’t much chance of getting any- 
where. Established as a collegiate 
comedienne, material she is using is 
far from that tenor, Entire act is 
written around two girl apple sell- 
ers and is as blue as the apples are 
red. Everything from kidney trouble 
to ‘brawls to you’ is used. Only 
dancing is a weak bit of buck hop- 
ping for the finish. 

With plenty of talent, Miss O’Neal 
is nevertheless ineffective because 
of the gags she is now using. Well 
known locally through a flock of 
stage appearances here, she got a 
reception when she came on, but at 
the finish took one bow. Call. 


RHEINISCHER SAENGERBUND 


German Vocal Chorus 
13 Mins.; Three 
Orpheum 


This is the German male chorus 
of 50 voices which won first prize 
last summer in a singing contest in 
Atlantic City. The group was 
booked here as a special attraction 
for three Friday nights preceding 
Christmas. It will do as a novelty 
for neighborhood houses, preferably 
in localities where there is some 
German population. This Loew 
combination, im the heart of such 
a section, was a natural spot for the 
chorus. 

Singers are led by Hans. Fred- 
hoven. On the stage there is a 
piano to which Fredhoven turns be- 
fore numbers, apparently to give the 
boys the key. For vaude, if to be 
booked as a regular attraction, it 
would be desirable that a pianist 
were added. 

At this house the chorus did four 
numbers, one as a brief encore after 


eliciting strong response. Three 
numbers were of German folk va- 
riety, while the fourth, which 


brought the encore, was ‘Old Black 
Joe.’ 

Chorus makes a nice appearance, 
wearing tuxes, but grouped so close 
together they can’t be counted ac- 
curately from out front. Char. 





FRANK FINN (2) 
Qos 
9 ‘lins.; One 
Hippodrome 


Juvenile with a big voice offer- 
ing three numbers. With the pipes 
and the natty appearance, he rates 
time around New York or elsewhere 
in the neighborhood houses. Was 
well liked over here, spotted second 
on an eight-: *t show. 

Finn does not go much out of his 
way to sell songs with showman- 
ship, depending strictly on the 
voice. He opens with ‘Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling,’ turning to another old 
fav as his middle selection and 
closing with what's announced as 
an impression of three leading 
crooners, without names :nentioned. 

Carries a male pianist and wears 
a blue ‘uniform fashioned after 
those worn by New York cops. He 
was with the Joe Laurie turn a 
short time ago. Char. 


CLEMENS BELLING (2) 
Novelty 

12 Mins.; Full 
Hippodrome 


Curious hodge podge involving 
two contortion dancing girls, a man 
juggling in clean grotesque make- 
up, and a group of trained dogs. 
The girls dance, one of them doing 
a routine on a pogo stick; the man 
juggles hat and cane as does one 
of the girls during a dance, and 
tricks of a pomeranian. and two 
dachsunds complete the running. 

Finale is the feature. By means 
of a device like the acrobats’ teeter 
board, cotton balls are thrown into 
the air when the pom pounces on 
the free end of the board, arc across 
the stage and are caught by a leap- 
ing purp. Neat animal trick for a 
spirited finish. 

Girls’ dances are neat, but the 
turn is too confused to make any- 
thing but a scattered impression. 
Opened the Hipp bill. Rush. 


MOORE, NORTH and WILLIAMS 
Singing, Talk 
14 Mins.; One 


Good-voiced trio of harmony 
workers who carry considerable 
talk, good on whole even if a couple 
moth-eaten gags have crept into the 
material. An o.k. turn for No. 2 
spots in the average neighborhood 
houses, Played that position down 
here. 

Trio went Over unusually strong 
before a packed house on a Friday 
night, closing with a laughing song. 
Most of the harmony work is pleas- 
ing. Setup of numbers prove varied 
and the routining showmanlike. 

That recitation in the amber-spot 
ballad stanza could be cut down a 
little. Too long. Char. 





Trenton Agency 
Arthur Wilson and Jay Dunson 


have formed the Colored Artists’ 
Bureau, 

Their offices are in Trenton, 
N. Je 


a eee 





STATE 


Loew’s principal vaudeville stand 
again places most of its stage de- 
pendence on a boiled down band 
unit intended for the Capitol, and 
again the idea doesn’t work out. 


Ther? are no doubt many reasons 
why an abbreviated presentation 
show composed of three specialty 
acts, m. c., 12-girl Chester Hale line 
and excellent costuming, plus some 
flash, should be a tempting morsel 
for any vaudeville booker. Espe- 
cially when it’s an office act, with 
the economy angle possibly figuring 
prominently there. 


Perhaps there are additional rea- 
sons why an office unit is preferable 
to a regulation flash act. But. the 
reasons against a picture house 
show in a vaudeville bill are in a 
majority, and all are opposed to 
Bert Frohman’s ‘Vaudeville Revue’ 
at the State this week. 

A not-so-hot layout of three acts 
ahead of the 4-minuie band affair 
may not be representative of good 
vaudeville, hence chances for com- 
parisons are lessened. But even at 
that the regular vaude build-up 
here is stronger than that which it 
is assigned to build up. The three 
individual acts as they play are 
chiefly superior because they don’t 
waste time. Good or bad, at least 
something is doing whenever they’re 
on. In the unit there are more slow 
moments than fast ones. 


Ordinarily Clifford and Marion 
would have their own spot on a 
bill and do well enough to deserve 
it. Here as the unit’s comedy next- 
to-closer, they might be expected to 
be so much stronger, with all the 
support given by the unit; but odd- 
ly enough much of their effective- 
ness is lost and nothing around 
them can replace it. 


Clifford and Marion's principal 
weakness, in vaudeville as well as 
here, is working at a crawl and 
using a superfluous amount of time 
in playing up to the girl’s Miss 
Anemia character. Before an olio or 
drape they can manufacture their 
own animation. Here they are back- 
grounded by a bunch of dead pan 
musicians who know all the an- 
swers and don't help at all to steam 
up the laughs which the team is 
strugg?ing for. The effect on an au- 
dience is ruinous. 


Stearns and Dean, mixed team, 
and Omar, whirling acrobatic sin- 
gle, are the other specialty items, 
both dancing, while the Hale girls 
in three numbers are of course all- 
dancing also. Frohman does the 
pacing, m. c.’ing and a couple of vo- 
cal solos without ever giving the 
audience a chance to forget that 
he’s the unit‘s big sNot. 


Frohman’'s m. c. style is the sort 
that used to méan so much in the 
neighborhood and middle western 
picture houses. That type of in- 
timacy which he vainly seeks here 
has never been present in vaude- 
ville theatres. The audiences of 
vaudeville want action. The State’s 
customers have about as much 
community spirit as two Chinese 
generals in a Japanese brig. 


|. At the State Saturday Frohman 
made the error of working much as 
he would at the Paradise in the 
Bronx and failed to click as he 
should by a wide margin. His ad- 
vance nursing of all numbers, in- 
cluding his own, harmed them here. 
His attitude of 100% confidence 
penetrated through his work and 
the audience didn’t accept it in the 
right spirit. Before each of his two 
songs, both delivered down on the 
apron, Frohman did the verbal bill- 
ing. Then, before starting to sing, 
he walked back to the bandstand 
and conducted the orchestra 
through the introduction. After he 
got the union bays set he returned 
to the foots and proceeded to sing 
to piano accompaniment. 


Frohman shouldn't worry so much 
about the folks not finding out that 
he can lead a band. This m. c. is a 
nice looking fellow who can sing, 
talk and make use of the person- 
ality that’s necessary to a stage 
single. But he’ll have to use it in 
another way for vaudeville. 


Stearns and Dean are a different 
sort of eccentric dancing couple. 
Boy contributes the hoofing weight 
and the girl looks attractive in 
transparent pants while following 
her partner’s leading well enough. 
One more dance routine, if suffi- 
ciently different from their present 
pair, would take them out of the 
specialty class. Omar is the acro- 
batic stepper who's been around in 
the picture houses and, if memory 
is correct, ‘Sketch Book.’ There are 
large gaps between his three or four 
real stunts, but the stunts them- 
selves are strong enough to carry 
his few moments along. 


Hale girls, doubling on toes, are 
attractively costumed in their three 
chanees. Unit’s own set, carried 
here, is a sightly blue and silver 
flame for the band. Probably finale 
flash is absent at the State. 


Rubio Sisters, whose interest is 
in their execution of hand-to-hand 
feats usually confined to men, are 
the regular vaudeville opener. Their 
routine tends to step on and kill 
off the finish applause through un- 
warranted semi-climaxes. A more 
definite final trick might help. Four 
Cirillo Bros. <re No.-2 and that’s 
where they're doomed to stay with 





——a 


their present turn. Outside : 
guitar and vocal solo by one ot ‘tae 
brothers nothing is exceptionally 
well done. Eccentric hoofing, main. 
ly in unisor, isn’t strong, while 
what is meant to be the standout 
dancing interlude is weakened by 
the simple stepping in the ‘chal- 
lenge’ part. Two pansy bits ar: the 
boys’ chief comedy stabs, both 
stand-up deaths here. The Cirillos 
blend well with each other and 
they’re all clean looking youths, 
That's the extent of their value at 
present, 


Johnny Burke has the third or 
under-the-unit, spot for his straight 
monolog. After the opening song 
relating to the same topic, there is 
no relief from the straight talk. An 
old-fashioned arrangement that 
doesn’t always register today, but 
it’s surprising how effectively Burke 
sells it. Johnny is still doing his 
doughbo, squeak, an aftermath of 
the World War, and it doesn’t look 
like he'll have to change a line un- 
til the next international fracas, if 
any. He finishes his turn with a 
fag that’s no better than preceding 
material, but this monolog has them 
laughing all the way and the con- 
clusion turns laughter into applause. 
The pit band had already switched 
to the stage for the unit, forcing 
Burke to exit to no music, but the 
customers’ hand music sounded 
sweet enough. 


‘Touchdown’ (Par), feature. Busi- 
ness off Saturday mat. Bige. 


RKO UNIT 


(Chester, N. Y.) 


Putting together a four-act bill 
and getting right balance and variety 
is the vaude booker’s hardest task, 
Occasionally the results are satis- 
factory enough despite the four 
acts. New intacter up here seems 
to overcome the bugaboo, with the 
blend not leaving the impression 
something is missing somewhere. 
Starting Dec. 26, two acts will be 
added to the intacts up here. 

It’s not a strong show as shows 
go, but it holds its own nicely and 
in toto provides a reasonably good 
67 minutes’ entertainment. 


Nearest to box office meaning are 


Adelaide Hall, colored songstress, 
who came forward through Lew 
Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds’ a few years 


back, and Fred Keating, who's been 
around on both legit and vaude 
stages of recent years. 

Something has happened to Keat- 
ing and in this show, spotted No. 2, 
he tries as much as possible to be a 
monologist and as little as possible 
to be a magician. He is the latter 
any way figured and as the latter 
counts as an entertainer. Keating 
carries an assistant acting as a foil 
for wisecracks and himself gagging 
a little, but there’s so much talk, 
most of it negligible, that. the act’s 
real purpose is snowed under. 

In his regular spot Keating does 
only two tricks, card and cig bit and 
the w. k. needle mystery, Starting 
out as what looks like an m. c. idea 
through the whole show but peters, 
Keating does his old finger-needle 
trick in announcing the opening act, 
No more m.c.ing-introing after that. 

Adelaide Hall is third, and How- 
ard, Fine and Howard, comedians, 
fourth. Miss Hall, recently back from 
the other side, has several enticing 
gowns, class drops and carries two 
colored pianists. Latter acquit them- 
selves creditably at the grands dur- 
ing a cHange. 

Opening with a Harlem special, 
Miss Hall follows with two other 
numbers, encoring with ‘I Must 
Have That Man,’-out of ‘Blackbirds.’ 
Equipped with a voice that has 
plenty of appeal, the little colored 
entertainer sells her routine ably. 
She took the hurdles handsomely up 
here of a Thursday night, doing 18 
minutes, 

Those nuts, Howard, Fine and 
Howard, with Jack Walsh as straight 
and Marjorie May breaking up 
things in an oke acrobatic dance 
routine, stood by for 23 minutes. 
They raise the laughs evenly if not 
to a high pitch, holding on pretty 
firmly in spite of the long time on. 
There is plenty of hoke and clown- 
ing. At times the biz of poking fin- 
gers in each other’s eyes, face-slap- 
ping, etc., becomes irksome. How- 
ard, Fine and Howard only saving 
themselves by what goes with it. 

The Hazel Mangean Girls (4) in- 
augurate. proceedings. Certain to 
please any type of audience. The 
quartet, always showing the finest 
form, mix dancing and acrotatic for 
assured returns. Their slick tum- 
bling-dancing windup stamps them 
as one of the cleverest groups of 
acro-dancing girls in vaude. They 
nearly show up the best men acro- 
bats and up here proved a big hit. 

Dave Tietlebaum and his pit men 
did a special arrangement of pop- 
overtures as their assignment. 

On the screen ‘Alexander Hamil- 
ton’ (WB), with Pathe News and 
‘Believe It or Not’ (Vita) filling out. 

Thursday night draw of the show 
could not be judged. The entire 
house had been bought out by the 
Bronx Grand Jurors’ Assn., with 
tickets sold at $2 each and profits to 
the local unemployment fund. The 
audience of jurors, politicians and 
their friends nearly filled the thea- 
tre and seemed to enjoy the show, 
but one mugg, probably a d. a. 
wasn't entirely sold on Keating's 
needle tricks and when the magician 
carelessly tossed the thread and 
strung needles to the side of the 
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ACADEMY 


This house this week fs a break- 
gm spot for the first Fanchon & Mar- 
co Idea produced in the east. Leon 
Leonidoff, ex-Roxy producer, and 
who for the past few months has 
been putting together F.&M. Ideas 
on the coast, produced this one. It 
fs temporarily called ‘In Dutch, 
which title will probably be changed 
ghortly. 

In fact, the entire layout of this 
unit will probably undergo a change 
before long. As an F.&M. Idea, it 
is unrecognizable when compared to 
its predecessors from the west. 
There is no idea at all in this unit, 
which is one of the reasons why 
the title will be changed, Title now 
fits only one scene. 


As the unit stands, it is 30% an 
fdea and 70% a standard variety 
layout, both as to material and the 
manner of spotting. It showed up 
practically as a normal vaude Dill, 
with the ‘Idea’ scenes, three, seem- 
ing out of place. 


Reported that the idea scenes 
with the ballet girls had only a two- 
day rehearsal before opening here. 
Wonder is that Fanchon & Marco 
didn’t break it in in one of the 
emaller theatres instead of shooting 
it cold into the big Academy and 
jetting it play in a slip-shod manner. 

The biggest handicap this eastern 
unit must work under, when com- 
pared to the F. & M. Ideas produced 
on the coast, is that the latter, when 
hitting New York, have already 
ironed out the wrinkles. 

‘In Dutch’ runs 60 minutes. 
Usually the F.&M.’s don’t consume 
much more than 30. Acts are the 
Caligary Bros., Natacha Nattova, 
Condos Bros., Codee and Orth and 
the Three Sailors. Of this layout, 
Natacha Nattova is the only artist 
who works in what appears to be a 
special setting. Leonidoff appears 
to have had a hand in three acts. 

Caligary Bros., acrobatic panto- 
mimists, start out. Boys act stewed 
while performing some comedy ac- 
robatics and a little hoofing, Wind 
up with a slow motion fight. Imme- 
diately after the scene shifts to full, 
giving the appearance of a huge 
wine cellar. A quartet is featured 
in this number for the pop, ‘Here 
Comes the Sun.’ Toward the finish 
one does a German novelty song, 
which the girls draped around the 
stage chorus. This is the only scene 
that could have suggested the ‘In 
Dutch’ appellation to the unit. It 
was done by the same team at the 
Roxy. 

Condos Bros. (2) troop on right 
after with a series of unusual] danc- 
ing steps. Start with both sitting 
on chairs and tapping on mats. Fol- 
low with challenge stuff, each show- 
ing his individual wares. 


Following this the stage again 
goes to full to disclose a large flower 
vase. It is an interpretative num- 
ber, in which Miss Nattova is fea- 
tured, giving the impression of a 
bee buzzing around the flowers, 
made of metal. Miss Nattova as- 
sSumes various poses on the flowers, 
quite effective. A good number, but 
should have had a setting instead of 
the Academy house drape. 

Codee and Orth, next, didn’t get 
warmed up until they brought on a 
singing stooge for help After that 
the act got going. Following the 
Codee and Orth turn, stage again 
goes to full for a Dresden plate 
number. In this the girls are ef- 
fectively costumed, giving the im- 
pression of cups and saucers around 
the plate. A chorus ballet and later 
some solo work by a slim girl, fea- 
tured. Girls in the chorus showed 
their lack of familiarity with the 
routines, but did very well consid- 
ering the brief rehearsal period. 

Three Sailors, with their familiar 
knockabout, closed to a big hand. 
Boys’ physical comedy is the type of 
material that always does well at 
this house. 

Whether these acts will remain in 
this Idea will be decided later by 
F.&M., but they were booked into 
the unit with little attempt to make 
them fit. Costuming alone might 
do this. If ‘In Dutch,’ why not cos- 
tuming along that line? 

With the exception of the Dres- 
den plate number, the costuming is 
below par, although in that scene 
better than average. 

Any switches and changes should 
be made before the unit hits the 
larger houses using F.&M. Ideas in 
New York. Audiences there may 
Mot recognize it as an F.&M. Idea, 
except through the billing. 


LOOP-END, CHICAGO 


: Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Policy of the house now appears 
set at eight acts following the pick- 
up in business last week on inaugur- 
ation of the bargain bill. Theatre is 
in a better spot than it has been for 
some weeks, though not yet entirely 
out of the threatening zone. 
Current bill runs pleasantly, get- 
ting by nicely on its entertainment, 
rarely f0ing dull and occasionally 
coming through with some outstand- 
ing moments. One general lack that 
has been noticeable through the sev- 
eral bills here has been the defi- 
ciency of loud and hokey comedy. 


Instead there has been an over- 
abundance of song and musical 
turns. 


Bill this week was opened with 
quiet ease by Snell and Vernon, 
man and woman ring act. Turn is 


with a garden set. Punch comes 
right at the close when the man 
does a-nip-up to catch himself in 
the rings by his toes. A sure ap- 
plause-enticer, 


Jack, Mack and Al filled the deuce 
with an assortment of steps. They 
are rather heavy-footed hoofers but 
get away without harm due to their 
neat formation work, particularly 
the military tap number. Not new 
by any means, but this audience 
liked it well enough. 


Gordon and Dean are a mixed 
comedy team with mixed comedy. 
Some of the dumb gal’s answers 
were comical. She sings one short 
song, but the effect is destroyed by 
her partner’s insistence on remain- 
ing on the stage with her. Left 
alone, without anything to distract 
the audience, the melody would 
have a-better chance. As it is it 
impresses the house as merely a 
stage wait. 

Balaccordian Five make good on 
the quintet of push-boxes. They 
play well and loud, and have an 
old world aura that helps them 
much. In one spot they step into a 
bad mud-hole due to their attempt 
to go hot-cha. One of the gals fakes 
a jazz number; does it badly. That 
short bit should be out; it jangles 
in bad discord with the rest of the 
turn, Otherwise oke. 

Mo and Jo, blackface, next, with 
an expected line of chatter, good for 
laughs at this house, and a guitar 
and harmonica close, 


That age has much sentimental 
value is again proven by the Au- 
drey Wyckoff threesome. Follow- 
ing the girl’s short dance, the 
father’s clog dance is a winner and 
the succeeding buck and wing by 
the grandfather smashes through to 


a knock-out. <A cinch for senti- 
mental audiences, 
Barton and Lancaster come 


through with the only hoke comedy 
on the bill and drew low laughs on 
burlesquing. Low laughs on the 
comiker’s attempts to follow direc- 
tions to stick his chin up and nose 
down. Most naive of clowning but 
hag its value at houses of this 
sort, 


Gwynne, magician, in here after 
having played the loop Palace some 
weeks ago. The disappearing gold- 
fish and roosters, the appearing 
women and rabits, all disappeared 
and appeared according to rules. 
Neatly and expertly performed 
throughout, making a wholly satis- 
fying finish to the line-up. Gwynne 
has showmanship, 

‘Deceiver’ (Col.) feature. Busi- 
ness very good at the first show, 
showing as usual a predominance 
of men at the early opening. The 
ladies were still out in the streets 
doing their shop-and-window-shop- 
ping. 





Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Dec. 12. 
A large holdout still waiting in 
the rain at half-past nine shows 


what a picture can mean. The pic- 
ture is ‘His Woman’ (Par), and it 
opened with the first crowd seen 
here in weeks on Friday night. 
They were rewarded, too, with 
some good vaudeville. 


Particularly appealing are Dea- 
gon and Cannefax. Miss Deagon 
appearing first as herself and then 
as her younger sister convulses 
them by her clever comedy. Her 
artistry in handling the kid part 
making it laughable without vul- 
garity and generally original com- 
edy make her a rare figure. Canne- 
fax is a fine foil, tall and straight, 
and singing pleasingly with a mel- 
low voice. 


Danny Duncan and Co. present a 
playlet, using their own set. It is 
farcically overplayed and evokes 
howls. Duncan as an old man in- 
troduces a number of eccentric 
movements. The story is dropped 
now and then to allow a girl to 
sing. She is followed by a young 
man singing, who then with her 
playing the violin crashes with 
some strenuous patter. Another 
girl dances and Duncan sings. 


The Guy and Pearl Magley revue 
first presents a man and a girl 
dancing as Chinese to the strains of 
a phonograph. Some comedy is 
used here. Two girls follow with 
taps, using studded wands to ac- 
centuate the taps on the floor. They 
are vivacious. Then a man and a 
girl dressed in period costumes do 
a waltz, followed by a girl in fast 
acrobatic work, A colored man 
does eccentric stuff contrasting with 
aman and woman in evening dress, 
ending with maddening spins. Usual 
fast finale concludes. The act uses 
several special drops, but they have 
no particular flash. 

Music and dancing are presented 
by Russell, Marconi and Jerry. Two 
men use an accordion and violin, 
with some fun by the accordionist. 
A girl dances and then plays with 
them a small accordion. All dance 
while playing, and then two ride out 
on a suitcase. Some singing by the 
violinist. All light with nothing 
startling, but liked. 


Murand and Girton open with 
some balancing. The girl rides a 
bike, doing the usual stunts. She 
rides up an incline, turns a somer- 
sault, bike and all, on a table and 
rides off again for an effective close. 





dressed tastefully, getting started 


Par news cut short. Austia. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 
Only seven acts this week, due 
to length of Gus Edward’s ‘New 
Stars’ act, which closes the bill. 
Local turns are cut from four to 
three. Manual Macias, Mexican 
wire walker; Archer and Jackson, 
standard hoke comedy act, and Zel- 
ma O’Neal (New Acts) are the 
locals. Eastern unit has Aussie and 





Czech, whip crackers; Flo Lewis, | 
comedienne, Eddie Garr, mimic, | 
and New Stars, flash act. 

Macias opens with an average | 


i 
wire walking turn, Finishes to good | 
returns with a stew bit on the wire. | 
Ar- } 

| 
} 
' 


Archer and Jackson deuced, 

cher playing a sap athlete with 
Olympic aspirations. Material has 
a flock of blue spots, and who 
hasn’t on this bill? Pleased with 
nothing but hoke. Aussie and 
Czech next with their whip crack- 


ing, an unusual routine of 
shaking stunts. 
Zelma O’Neal and her sister, Ber- 
nice, failed to impress in the trey 
spot. Outside of the off-color gags 
the act is a bag of rags in its pres- 
ent form (New Acts). 
Flo Lewis, who could also use a 
bar of Sapolio on her material, 
mopped up with horseplay in a 
miniature auto. An unprogrammed | 
man helps out doing straight. She | 
begged off with a speech after six | 
bows. 
Eddie Garr next-to-closing with | 
a line-up of impersonations. Doing | 
Jack Oakie, Eddie Lambert, Ted 
Lewis, Rudy Vallee and El Brendel, 
he had them in his lap. Not easy 
for an act of this type. Closing 
with a pip of an impression of 
Chevalier, he, too, had to do the 
speech business. 
Gus Edwards’ ‘New Stars’ closed, 
using Garr as m.c. Ace entertain- 
ment with a flock of good looking 
youngsters who can do things. Aber 
Twins, high kickers; Virginia Lee, 
tap dancer; Connor Twins, blues 
singers; Gloria Gay, toe dancer, 
and an unprogrammed German girl 
singer appear. All give a good ac- 
count of themselves. Talent and 
personalities boost this act far 
above the usual flash act. 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) filled the 


nerve | 





|}anyone off the streets. 


|two features, eighth acts and plenty 


;and skopping was probably knock- 





screen with Pathe news as trim- 
mings. Business above general. , 
Call, 





AUDUBON 


Third week of the Skouras Bros.’ 
full week stage show and films, 
with three shows daily and five 
screenings of the feature, starting 
with a 15c admish early in the day, 
indicated the nabe isn’t going very 
hot and heavy for the new policy as 
a week in and week out diet. On 
the opening the house had Sophie 
Tucker on the stage and Lionel Bar- 
rymore on the screen in ‘The Yellow 
Ticket’ (WB). With capacity houses, 
it looked like the old Audubon. 

With the new policy Ed Lowry 
was installed as permanent m.c., and 
being a hard-working, ingratiating 
chap with an undeniable personal- 
ity, he made himself an agreeable 
fav from the start. The second 
week the show was of lesser calibre, 
and while biz was fairly good it 
slipped below the initial week. 


Lowry’s still on the job and the 
stage shows are receiving more di- 
rectorial attention and costuming, 
but the kick as compared with that 
Sophie Tucker show wasn’t there. 
The picture, ‘Expensive Women’ 
(WB), apparently didn’t mean much 
at the b. o. Indifferent reaction at 
this time is going to perplex the 
Skouras boys more than anything 
else, but they may weather the 
storm. 


The Audubon neighborhood has 
changed a lot. All of the former 
seven, eight and nine-room tenants 
of the most fashionable apartments 
in the nabe have moved elsewhere. 
And coming up slowly but surely 
from the 155th street way, the col- 
ored and Spanish element are com- 
ing more into prominence as pat- 
rons, 

Across the street from the theatre 
one of the apartment houses has cut 
its seven and nine-room apartments 
down to twos, threes and fours. 
And a new class of tenants is mov- 
ing in. 

The Audubon has been more or 
less a white elephant spot ever 
since it was built. If the Skourases 
and the Ed Lowry type of stage 
show can pull it out of the red, it 
can be classified as exceptional. 
Comparatively few transients, and 
forced to draw much of its trade 
from the other sections long popu- 
lated by picture houses and combo 
shows. 

Ruby Keeler Jolson had been 
billed as the stage name for the 
show caught, but at the last minute 
her name was erased and that of 
Armida substituted. Armida is a 
peppery, vivacious bit of femininity 
and colorful in her stage work, but 
as a draw at this house she didn't 
show a kick. 

Show, besides Lowry and Armida, 
also had the Three Sailors, Condo 
Bros., Amserique and Neville, a 
class singer introduced as Miss 
Lucas, and a femme chorus in en- 
semble numbers. In using a Span- 
ish build-up around Armida, the in- 
tent was forced to play for artistry 
that crimped Lowry’s style and also 
had considerable portion of the show 
going at a snail's pace. There was 
fast tempo injected when the Condo 





boys speeded up their dancing rou- 


tines and comedy hoke through the 
Three Sailors. While the sailors 
were amusing and roughhoused it 
all the way, the entire show seemed 
like a quiet summer day in the park. 
Where the Tucker show had all the 
elements to swing it over with a 
bang, the third week's bill was de- 
cidedly placid. 

The band is still on the stage. 
There appeared to be new faces un- 
der Lowry’s direction. Missing was 
Teddy King, the former conductor 
here. Mark. 





HIPPODROME 


The near half-day’s show pro- 
vided here is drawing regardless of 


the Christmas shopping, if any. It’s | 
cheap enough at the two bits, if | 
you get in before 12, to pull most 


At that fig- 
patron permitted to 
long as liking, there are 


ure, with the 
stay as 
of shorts dressing. 

Saturday was a beaut of a day, 
almost springlike in temperature, 


ing the daylights out of most pay 
checks, but the big baby under the 
Sixth avenue ‘L’ did a booming 
business. Nearly the whole lower 
floor was filled. 

Richard Dix is the probable draw, 
though ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) 
sluffed into here for its first run, is 


never very strong picture fare. No | 
one in the vaude as a box office | 
lure. 


Bill is well balanced and contains 
a lot of novelty, to which it leans 
more heavily than ordinarily at 
this house. Sidney Page, next to 
closing, but Bob Ripa, tailing, lend 
the biggest sock, latter taking ap- 
plause honors in his routine of 
skillfully executed juggling and 
balancing feats. Young Ripa in- 
clines to the theatrical at times, 
but works fast and with his clever 
balancing bits goes over the top in 
perfect style. 

Page and Will and Gladys Ahern 
share the comedy burden. Both are 
talking acts and, like all others of 
that kind that play here, are up 
against numerous handicaps, due 
to cavernous size of the house, 
acoustics, etc. Much of the talk in 
Page’s act is lost, some of it pos- 
sibly because the comedian-straight 
delivers too fast. One of his girl 


i when they 





stooges also spills some incoherent 
chatter. That left it mostly to 
Page’s three stooges to get the act 
over. 

The Aherns were spotted fourth. 
They progressed more slowly than 
usual, doing 18 minutes, too long, 
but on Will’s closing dance sneaked 
to the wings with a good mitt. A 
flash, Whitesile, Anita and Brower 
(New Acts) is between the two 
comedy turns in the fifth bracket. 
Beautifully mounted and costumed 
act of five people rating between 
fair and good. Fritz and Jean Hu- 
bert, third, with their comedy-nov- 
elty mixture, ran up a nice hit, No. 
2 held Frank Finn (New Acts). A 
juve working in what looks like a 
New York cop’s uniform, Finn has 
a voice the folks seemed to like 
pretty well Sat. afternoon. More 
novelty came from Maximo, crack 
wire worker, opening, and Joe Pea- 
nuts and His Smiling Gigolos (New 
Act). Latter is strictly a monkey 
novelty in that the simians do their 
stuff without a helper or trainer at 
any time present on the stage. It’s 
for the smaller time. 

Among fillers a comedy two- 


reeler, ‘Selling Shorts’ (Pathe), a 
Looney Tune cartoon, pictures of 
the Battalino-Singer fight and 
Pathe News. Char. 





86TH STREET 


Booking business must have in 
it something of happy-go-lucky 
chance. Sometimes they frame a 
bill with painstaking care, and it 
looks fine on paper but dives in the 
playing. The pattern of this layout 
is unconventional and on the pro- 
gram it looks dubious. So, just to 
be contrary, is runs tidily. Maybe 
the reason is that it is a four-act 
affair, and a similar departure from 
the vaudeville tradition wouldn't 
work out so well with an eight-act 
arrangement. 

Anyhow, it opens with a singing 
and dancing revue, goes into a 
mixed talking and singing team, 
switches for No. 3 to a rough-and- 
tumble comedy knockabout, and fin- 
ishes with a woman single. Impor- 
tant detail about the last item is 
that the single is Kate Smith, the 
name that gives the show its lure 
in the billing and its punch on the 
stage. 

Opener is Jeanne Upham, 
Sidare and Co., group of five young 
people, the turn being a new varia- 
tion with new people of the style 
Miss Upham has followed for sev- 
eral years, and subject to the same 
defect that has marked her previous 
tries. The trouble is that the girl 
and the boy have tiptop specialties, 
and instead of putting the meat of 
them into 12 minutes they have clut- 
tered themselves up with incidentals 
for a 17-minute revue. 

Miss Upham is a tall, svelt girl 
who does a variety of dances, each 
of them carrying a punch, while 
Sidare is a stepping juvenile with 
a wow of an acrobatic routine. They 
clicked here, but the stalling of an 
extra straight man and two very 





young girls, the Two Little Lees, 


Ha] | 


a 4 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 


Two successive male headliners 
turned out to be more than the Pal- 
ace could stand. With Gus Van 
copping precedence last week, it 
made it too bad for Charles King, 
who, it appears, will be compelled 
to take it on the chin this week. 

Figured from any angle the book- 
ing was an error. And the rest of 
the show can thank York and King 
for pulling it out of a very bad hole. 


No snap for the tin-type couple 
either, considering a next to closing 
act that becomes an opener at the 
same time. Only Rose King’s ec- 
centric clowning and experienced 
| presence of mind saved the situa- 
tion. 


It must be tough on the bookers 
can’t assemble a better 
bill than this one. One slow act 
will sometimes harm a whole show, 
but when the odds are three to five 
the effect is obvious. Opening and 
closing with dumb acts is another 
disparaging afterthought. The De- 
toregos, dance flash on the front 
end, while endowed with sound ef- 
fects such as a trembling soprano, 
is still classed as dumb. On the 
other end June Purlans and Co., is 
strictly sotto in a medley of pos- 
ing, adagio and aerial stunts. 

Lubin, Larry and Andre, by no 
means new, dropped the two spot so 
low that even a derrick couldn't pull 
it out. This trio has been around 
for years in both vaude and picture 
houses, but never before probably 
have they been seen to such disad- 
vantage. They never got started. 
Perhaps a good many other acts of 
this variety, doing the same stuff 
year in and out, have found them- 
selves in like predicaments. Not 
even headline acts can get by with 
threadbare material in these vaude 
days. It only acts as a boomerang. 

That Charlie King followed with 
a handicap can’t be denied, but even 
at that he just wasn’t hitting that 
first show. King has been known as 
a dependable performer for years, 
but something went wrong, and that 
something was the snap and pep 
that projected him from just an- 
other musical comedy lead to thige 
screen and short lived prominence, 

From a standpoint of box office 
draw neither of this week’s head- 
liners will account for much, but 
York and King will entertain ‘em, 
as they always do. 

Purlans troupe might safely elim- 
inate their opening of immobile pos- 
turing, and go right into their other 
routines. Posing stuff is passe now 
unless done on an elaborate scale to 
outstanding effect. As it happens, 
this act doesn’t need it, having 
enough stuff to sell besides. 

Same retarded pace goes for the 
Detoregos, whose Spanish opening 
and Indian closing doesn’t mean a 
thing because there isn’t a new 
twist in either routine. Even the 
music is stereotyped. 

No question but that the Palace 
will get stung this week. Opening 
mat is usually a good barometer 
here. It was plenty off Saturday 
noon and stayed that way at the 
end of the initial performance. 
Shopping may be an alibi, but not 
a very strong one when there’s 
nothing to sell to prove it. 

On the screen ‘Nice Women’ (U) 
and newsreels. Span, 





never get anywhere but in the way. 
If Miss Upham must have a revue, 
she should get away from the stere- 
otyped, especially her stencil] finish, 
which lacks climax after her own 
and her partner's capital solo bits. 

Foley and Leture were to the lik- 
ing of this neighborhood, the man 
working old-fashioned material with 
a world of vigor that carried him 
through to flying colors. Fast typi- 
cal verse song number starts them 
off with initial good will, and Foley's 
strong-arm method of delivering 
gags does the rest. 

Joe Marks is another of those bur- 


are about an eight to five bet. This 
time the funster rides in ahead, 
thanks to his legitimitizing of nu- 
merous wheel-like bits, a rich dia- 
lect and a wealth of simple, effective 
low comedy and knockabout. Aided 
in his cavortings by Mae Leonard, 
who has successfully disguised the 
methods of a burlesque leading 
woman behind a polite and discreet 
style, and Eddie Ryan, who may be 
the second comicintheturn, and a 
straight man. For this neighbor- 
hood the laugh interlude was a 
strong asset to a bill otherwise mild 
on comedy. 

Miss Smith obviously accounted 


Saturday afternoon house. Applause 
on the display of her name testified 
to that. She did only eight minutes, 
singing three numbers in her sim- 
ple, direct way. Middle number is 
done in her characteristic way on a 
dark stage, with only the singer's 


face picked out in a baby spot. Tu- 
mult of applause on her exit, and 
she did ‘Moon Comes Over the 


Mountain,’ 
an encore, 
for more, 


her radio signature, for 
declining the invitation 
which is her excellent 


custom. 2 
Feature is ‘A Dangerous Affair’ 
(Col). <A tricky arrangement of 


‘Rhapsody in Blue’ as the pit over- 
ture, was a commendable item. Un- 
usua] for a neighborhood orchestra 
to show that much enterprise. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (DEC. 19) 
THIS WEEK (DEC. 12) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind-cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 

















RKO 





Palace (ith week) 
Berge Flash 
$8 Rhythm Dan 
Janet Reade 
Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroft Bd 
Chester 
ist half (19-22) 


NEW YORK | 


‘ars 


Jerome 





Honey Fam 


24 half (16-18) 
Mann 
Sargeant & McG'n 
Galla Rini & Sis 
Joe Besser 

Tucker Smith & S 
Sylvia Froos 
Oliveitte 


Roy 
ist half (19-22) 
Rhythm Revels 
F & V Vardon 














JOSEPH 


Dir. 





and Associates 


UNIQUE | 


Juggling Novelty 
Loew Circuit Now 


LEDDY & 


BLANK 





SMITH 

















Bert Gordon 
Gloria Foy Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
8 Arantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
2a half (16-18) 
Rathurne Co 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Dancing Adams 
Coliseum 
ist half (19-22) 
May Wynne Co 
Healy & Cross 
Barry & Whitledge 
(One to fill) 
2a half (23-25) 
Well Kelly 
Sam Morton Co 
treet Singer 
to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Pasquali Bros 
3 Reillys 
Ai Trahan 
Trini 
86th St. 
Ist half (19- 
Barto & Mann 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Healy & Cross 
Barry & Whitledge 


22) 


Hal Neiman 
Georges Carpentier 
Dave Harris Co 

2d half (23-25) 
Hedley 3 
Hill & Homan 
Moss & Frye 
Lewis Mack Co 
Pat Rooney Co 

2a half (16-18) 


{ Geo 
John Steele 


| Case Bros & Marie 





Sweet & Hot 
Mardo & Bennett 
Hiarry Stanley 
Street Singer 
Bob Robison 
ISROOKLYN 
Albee (19) 
4 Ortons 
Sid Page Co 
Wm Edmonds Co 
Nan Halperin 
Trini 
(12) 
Challenge 
Nell Kelly 
Hal Jerome 
Diamond Boys 
Flashing 
Ist half (19-22) 
Joe Peanuts 
Chaney & Fox 
Chas Foy Ce 
(One to fill) 
2d half (23-256) 
(To fill) 





2d half (16-18) 








ROBINSON & DeWITT 
BOOKED SOLID RKO 


Week of Dec. 12, VANCOUVER, B. C. 








Blue Moon Girls 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-13) 
Muriel Kaye 
Al Abbott 
(Full wk) 
Kate Smith 
Fordh 


1am 
ist half (19-22 
W & G Ahern 
Devito & Denny 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (23-25) 
Foster & Van 
Manny King Co 
Al Trahan 
(One to fill) 
2a half (16-18) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Foley & La Tour 
Nan Halperin 
Chas Foy 
Frankii 
Ist half (19-22) 
Rodrigo Lila Co 
Geo McKay Co 
Harry Green 
3 Aces 
2a half (23-26) 
Dixon & Pal 
Ben ‘Alley 
Eddie Davis 
Foley & LaTour 
Sequel Rhythm 
2d half (16-18) 
Erner Fisher & B 


Upham Sidare Co 
Evelyn Wilson 

Handers & Millia 

Pat Rooney & Jr 
Kenmore 

2d half (16-18) 

Danny White Co 
Jay Brennan 
Lou Holtz Co 


son 
Ist half (19-22) 
3 Arantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
2d half (23-25) 
Honey Fam 
Bert Gordon 
Fifi D'Orsay 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
4 Ortons 
Kirby & Duval 
Singing Sam 
Geo McKay Rev 
AKRON 
Palace 
Ist half (19-2 
Russian Circus 
Wilton Sis 
Carl Freed Co 
2d half (23-25) 
4 Sullys 
Senator Murphy 
Rita Royce Co 





Morris & Campbell 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 











Crowell & Allen 
Hal Neiman 
Modern Rev 
Gloom Chasers 
Dave Harris 


Hippodrome (19) 
Petit & Buddy 
ala Rini & Sis 

Chas Prelle 

Lee Gail Ene 

Weil Sis 

Les Ghezzis 


“tinny Perkins 
& (12) 


Maximo 
Frankie Finn 
Sidney Page 
Whiteside A & B 
E & J Hubert 
Bob Ripa 
W & G Ahearn 
Joe Peanuts 
Jefferson 
ist half (19-22) 
Dawn Sis 
Brian McDonaid 
Carter Bros 
Bobby Barry Co 
‘Gloom Chasers’ 
Al Trahan 
Bonhaire Tr 
2d half (23-25) 
Rhythm Revels 
Spence Dorn & C 
Paul Mall 
Cleo Balcolm Co 
Bob Hope 
% Blue Streaks 


2d half (16-18) 
DeWolf M’t'f & Fd 
Mae Usher 
Blackstone 

ALBANY 
Keith’s 

Ist half (19-23) 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Lillian Shade 
Pat Rooney & Son 
Porcelain Romance 

2d half (23-26) 
Homer Romaine 
Major Sharpe & M 
Dave Apollon 

2d half (16-18) 
Count Bernivict 
Violet Carlson 
Bobby Tremaine 
Blue Moon Girls 

ATLANTA 
Keith's (19) 
Southern Gateties 

Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergmaa 
Hai Sherman 
(12) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
BIRMINGHAM 
Kelth’s (19) 
Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Vrank Richardson 





(ia) 


Tapps 


Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (19) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Sonia & Vernon 
J & Kk Lee 
Wally Vernon 
Carroll's Co 
(12) 
Prosper & Moret 
Gerald Griffin 
Harrison & Elmo 
Dave Apollon 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (19) 
James Evans 
Roger Williams 
Lew Pollock Co 
Daphne Pollard 
(12) 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Ruby Norton 
Mel Klee 
Harry Kahne 
CEDAR RAPIDS 





Keith's 
Ist haif (19-22) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Swanee & Daly 
Clyde Cook 
2d half (23-26) 
Larry Rich Co 
2d half (16-18) 
Ray Wilbert Co 
Landers Bros 
Ruiz & Bonita 
CHICAGO 
Palace (19) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Harry Savoy 





2d half (16-18) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Swanee & Daly 
Clyde Cook 

DETROIT 

Hollywood (12) 
Marg'rite & Farnell 
(Others to fill) 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Keith’s (19) 
Dorothy Co 
Murray & Allen 
Marion Sunshine 
Hunter & Percival 
Sandy Lang Co 

(18) 
cnos Frazere 
McCann Sis 
Howe Leonard & K 
Frances Kennedy 
Sid Marion 
Max Fisher Bd 

KANSAS CITY 

Keith's (19) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
Cc & J Preisser 
Toto 

(12) 
The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 

LOS ANGELES 

Hilistreet (19) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 

(12) 
Aussie & Czech 
Eddie Garr 
Edward's Co 
Flo Lewis 








F. & M. 


JACK SIDNEY 


“MANHATTAN IDEA” 
Italian Song by George Sidney 








Lee Morse 
Watson Sis 
N Pearce & V 
(12) 
DeToregoes 
Lubin Lowry & A 
Charles King 
York & King 
June Purlans 
CINCINNATI 
Albbee (19) 
Pep Golden’s Rev 
Jay Mills & R 
Heidt Bd 
(One to. fill) 
(12) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 
James Hall 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (19) 
DeTeregoes 
Lubin Lowry & A 
York & King 
James Hall 
(Others to fill) 
(12) 
Chick & Ted 
Reynolds & White 
Hiram & Henry 
Rocky Austin 
Russian Circus 
Mildred Brown 
Charles Melson 
Gus Van 
Hugh Skelly Co 





LOUISVILLE 
Keith’s (19) 
Wan Wan San Tr 
Reynolds & White 
Colby Murry Rev 
Summers & Hunt 
Frances Kennedy 

Pipifax 
(12) 
Dorothy Co 
Murray & Allen 
Mills & Robison 
Seller & Wills 
Hunter & Percival 
Koran 
MADISON, WIS. 
Keith's 
Ist half (19-22) 
Edith Karren. Co 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
(One to fill) 
2a half (23-25) 
Blackstone 
24a half (16-18) 
Togo & Blossom 
Bayes & Speck 
Jean Bedini Co 
MILWAUKEE 
Keith’s (19) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co, 
Edgar Bergen 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 


(12) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Mae Joyce 





Weaver Bros & E 











BOB CARNEY and JEAN 


GUARANTEE GIGGLES 


Say LEDDY & SMITH 











105th St. (19) 
Fort'llo & Cirillino 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Friedland Co 

(12) 
4 Casting Stars 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Teck Murdock Co 
Puck & White 


COLUMBUS 
Keith's (19) 
Bernice & Emily 

Mae Usher 
Fred Sanborne 
Koran 


(12) 

H Heidt Bd 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (19) 

F & E Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 


(12) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Kary! Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
DAVENPORT, IA. 

Keith's 
Ist half (19-22) 
Debal Accordion § 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Lander Bros 
Ray Wilbert Co 
24 half (23-25) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Clyde Cook 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
McGrath Deeds & T 
Edler & Reed 
Victor Oliver 
3 Swifts 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (19) 
t Casting Stars 
Teck Murdock Co 
Chas Melson 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 

(12) 

Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
S’n'kt Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 

DES MOINES 

Keith's 

Ist half (19-22 
Larry Rich Co 

24 half (23-26) 
Dezso Retter 
Maidie & Ray 





Norman Thomas 5 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (19) 


Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
(Two to fill) 
(12) 

Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella's Co 

NASHVILLE 

Keith’s (19) 


Downey & Claridge 
Mack Harold & B 
Peter Higgins 
(One to fill) 


(12) 
Pipifax 
Jaek Major 
Summers & Hunt 
Colby Murry Rev 


NEWARK 
Keith's (19) 
Ebony Follies 
Emers'n & B’ldwin 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Ray & Harrison 
Donatella Bros Co 
2) 
Frank & Eugenie 
Ewing Eaton 
Olsen & Johnson 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (19) 
Stanley 2 
Kddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 
(12) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 


OAKLAND 

Keith's (19) 
Kluting’s Ent’rs 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
West’rl’'d & N’k'son 
Jack Lee 
4 Covans 
Richard Kean 

(12) 

Swan Lucille 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
3 Dynamos 
Pablo 


&C 


OMAHA, NEB. 
Keith’s (19) 
Earl Jack & B 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Amos 
(12) 
Ann Pritchard 
Joe Christy 
Ch & J Preisser 
Toto 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Ist half (19-22) 
Sequel of Rhythm 
jen Alley 
Bob Hope 
Carol & Stuart 
Bob Hope Co 
2d half (23-256) 


Lyons & Snyder 

All Wet 

(Three to fill) 
2a half (16-18) 


(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Harris 2°& Loretta 
Leary & Craven 
Brian McDonald 
Morris & Campbell 
SEATTLE 
Keith's (19) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
(12) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 
* SIOUX CITY 
Keith’s (19) 
Dezso Retter 
Madie & Ray 





Lee Gail Ens 


Norman Thomas 5 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Oscar Secmaines 


Jack Denton 





Neil Sis 

Les Ghezzis 

Gloria Foy 

Johnny Perkins 
PORTLAND, ORE, 
Keith’s (19) 
Wallace Sis 

Bob Nelson 

Owen McGivney 





SPRINGFIELD, 0. 
Keith’s (19) 
Paul Remos 
Sidney Marion Co 
Seiler & Wills 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (18) 
Pepito 
Gracie Barry 





‘‘His impersonations are 


Week Dec. 


Dir. Bernard Burke, 


17, RKO Majestic, 


~ JEROME MANN 


smooth and clever.’ 
—Kansas City sapter.! 

Dalias, Texas 

Jack Curtis Ojfice 








Anger & Fair 


(12) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 


(Two to fill) 
ROCHEST’R, N. Y. 
Keith’s (19) 
Daro & Costa Rev 
Maker & Redford 

Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 
Mangean Girls 
(19) 
Crystal 3 
Fulton & Parker 
Hope Vernon 
F’rt’llo & Crillino 
Marty May 
Friedland's Co 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s 
ist half (19-22) 
Togo & Ch Blossom 
Bayes & Speck 
Jean Bedini Co 
2d half (23-25) 
Paul Remos 
(Two to fill) 
2d haif (16- 18) 
Edith Karren Co 
La Belle Pola 


M & A Skelly 
Eddie Stanley 
lke Rose's Co 
(11) 
Bernice & Emily 
Sanborne Co 
Lee Morse 
Senator Murphy 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd’y 
ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (19) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Co 
(12) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
SYRACUSE 
Keith's (19) 
Kitayamas 
J & B Brown 
Vernon Rathburn 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Dancing Adams 
(12) 
Daro & Costa Rev 
Maker & Redford 
Fred Keating 





(One to fill) 


Adelaide Halli 








HAVE BEEN 


ETUDE AN 





CIRCULATION FACTS 
JERRY 


— BY RADIO — 


COSMOPOLITAN-AMERICAN 


MAGAZINES 
and 
Leading Newspapers in the World 
Real ‘Box-Office Value 


609 W. 51st St., New York 


ano BABY 
HER GRANDS 


EXPLOITED 


D MUSICAL 








Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (11) 
‘Lights @ Shadows’ 

A Robbins 
Ivan TMesault 
Edward Albano 
Hector’'s Dogs 
Chester Hale Co 
‘Flying High’ 
Paramount (11) 
‘Romantic Rhythm’ 
Bing Crosby 
Ruck & Bubbles 
Veloz & Yotanda 
Eleanor Powell 
David Bines Girls 
‘The Cheat’ 

Roxy (11) 
‘Campus Capers’ 
Patricia Bowman 
William Mahoney 
LaSalle & Mack 
Aunt Jemima 
Neuman Fier 
‘Good Sport’ 

BROOKLYN 

Parareount (11) 
Russ Columbo 
Jans & Whalen 
Mills Bros 
Dave Gould Girls 
‘The Cheat’ 

BUFFALO 

Baffale (11) 
‘All at Sea’ 

Ben Bard 

Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Ray 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 

Hippodrome 
Ruby Norton 
Clarence Seecna 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Harry Kahane 
Mel Klee 
M & W Case Co 

CHICAGO 

Loop End (12) 
Shell & Vernon 
Jack Mack & Al 
Gordon & Dean 
Balaccordion 5 
Mo & Jo 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 


mon 


(11) 





Barton & Lancast’r 


Gwynne Co 
“‘Deceiver’’ 
Oriental (18) 
‘Girl Crazy’ 
Gregory Ratoff 
Vivian Janis 
Francis Upton 
CLEVELAND 
State (12) 
‘Going Places’ 
Hal Yates 
Rio Bros 
Maddox & Mack 
Larry Adler 
DETROIT 
Fisher (11) 
Bob Nolan 
Slim Timblin 
3 Melvin Bros 
Bernatdo De Pace 


Honorable Wu Rev 


Fox (11) 
‘Cozy Corner’ 
A & S LaMonte Co 
Ruth Roland 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
Michigan (11) 
Brooke Johns 
Jeannie Long 
Christy & Nelson 
Raymond Baird 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (11) 
Doc Baker Co 
Field Georgia Co 
Tommy Evans Co 
Angus Searle Co 
Hamilton Sis & F 
St Clair & O'Day 
Besser & Balfour 
Nate Busby Co 
C Sharp & Minor 
Grand (11) 
Raquel Torres 
Von Grona 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (11) 
6 Candreva Bros 
Johnnie Tyrell 
Ralph Rogers 
Elsie Donnelly 
Donovan Sis 
Felix Co 





“HECTOR” 


AND 


Week Dec. 11, 


PALS 


Capitol, New York 























SACRAMENTO 
Plaza (19) 
Lita Wales 
Delmar’s Rev 
(Two to fill) 
(12) 


Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Plaza (19) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
Gracella & Austin 
(12) 


Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Beli 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (19) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 


Howard Fine & H 
Mangean Girls 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Keith’s (19) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 
(12) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
TOLEDO 
Rivoli (19) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
S’kist Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 


(12) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charlies Ahearn 











Oir.: Wm. Diamond, 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


James Piunkett Office 








Kary! Norman 
Harry Burns 

(12) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (19) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glasona 
(Two to fill) 

(1 


2) 
Kluting’s Ent't’rs 
Forum Boys 
rie 2 


TORONTO 
Hippodrome (19) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Ruby Norton 
Mel Klee 
Harry Kahne 

(12) 
Jacks & a Queen 
Irene Rich Co 
Harry Rose 
Th'd’re Enrico & N 
TROY 


Keith’s 
ist half (19-22) 
Agemos 
Irving Bdwards 
20th Century Rev 











“CHRISTENSEN BROS. 


and their winsome assistants de an act that is 
out of the ordinary."’—Salt Lake ona al 
Dec. (2, Mainstreet, Kansas City, 














Sammy Cohen 
West'ri'd & N’k'as’n 
Jack Lee 
4 Covans 
Richard Kean 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith's 

Ist half (19-22) 
Rogan & Trigger 
Count Bernivici Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Loyal's Dogs 





Al Bere Co 





Johnson & Duker 


Harris & Van 
Porcelain Romance 


2a half (23-25) 
Rogan & Trigger 
Count Bernivici 
(One to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
Bonhaire Tr 
J Petit & Buddy 
Pillard & Hilliard 
Rosette & Lutman 


VANCOUVER 
Keith's (19) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
B F & Murphy Br's 
Ledova 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (19-22) 
Ballyhoo 
Fred Lightner Co 
Harrison's Circus 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Frank Conville 
‘Carrying On’ 
(Three to fill) 


Orpheum 
Ist half (19-22) 
J C Flippen Unit 


2d half (23-25) 
Falis Reading & B 
Welch & Hills 
toy & Romero Rev 
(Two to fill) 

Paradise (18) 

A Robbins 
Edward Albino 
Ivan Triesault 
Hector & Pais 
State (19) 
Irene Ricardo 
Noble Sissle Orch 
(Four to fill) 
OKLYN 
Bay Ridge 

Ist half (19-22) 
La Paul Co 
Bob La Sallie Co 
‘Dance Aristocrats’ 





(Three to fill) 
Milo 

Block & Sully 
‘Hot Shots’ 

(Two to fill) 
Valencia 
Charlotte Ayers Co 

Kearns Sis 
Don Howard 
(One to fill) 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 
Foster & Van 
Donovan Sis & B 
Block & Sully 
Gerardo Nudine Co 
(One to fill) 
Bob Bob & Bobby 
Dixie Hamilton 
Fred Lightner Co 
Sylvia Clemons Co 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (19) 
Billy House 
3 Jacks 
Lea Penman 
Terry Green 
Thomas Coppe 
‘BOSTON 
Orpheum (19) 
Cunningham & C 
Hum & Strum 
Faye & Mack 








HARRY 
AN “ED 


SAVOY 
WYNN” 


in the Embryo 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 











(Two to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Eddie O'Rourke Co 
B & J Pearson Co 
Clifford & Marion 
(Two to fill) 
46th St. 
ist half (19-22) 
Bob Bob & Bobby 
Frank Conville 
‘Carrying On’ 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (23-25) 
Wilton Sis 
‘Ballyhoo’ 
Krugel & Robles 
Betty J Cooper Co 
(One to fill) 
Gates Ave, 
ist half 
Dixie Hamilton 
Welch & Hills 


Sylvia & Clemons 


(Two to fill) 
Harrison’s Circus 
Hale’s Dancers 
(Three to fill) 
Metropolitan 
Bert Nagle Co 
Al Mamaux Co 
Vox & Walters 
Joe Browning 
Henry Santrey Co 
Pitkin 
Clifford & Marion 
Roy & Romero Rev 





Frank Melino Co 
Gordon Reed & 
CLEVELAND 
State (19) 
Benny Davis Co 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio. (19) 
‘Tiny Town Rev’ 
Red Donahue Co 
3 Brown Buddies 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (19) 
Ted Claire 
J & M Mason 
Jerry & Grands 
Joe Blank Co 
Burns & Kissen 
Phelps 2 
MONTREAL 
Loew's 419) 
Cadet Saxotet 
Senorita Carita 
Davey & Rosemary 
Fields Smith & F 
Dave Jones Co 
NEWARK 
State (19) 
Lang & Lawley 
Earl La Vere Co 
Cutie Kids 
(One to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (19) 
Hal Yates 
Larry Adler 
3 Rio Bros 


Ma 





(12) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
WINNIPEG, CAN, 

Capitol (19) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 

(12) 

Chas Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermilllon 
Jack McLallen 
YONKERS, N. Y¥. 
Keith’s 

Ist half (19-22) 
Frances Harry & F 
Sybilla Bowen 
Harry J Conley 
Lyons & Snyder 
Paul Mali 

2d half (23-25) 
Agemos 





Eddie Hanley 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
2d half (16-18) 
Lomas Tr 
Vera Cole 
WOR Minstrels 
Bobby Barry Co 
Rhythm Revels 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. 
Keith’s 
ist half (19-22 
4 Sullys 
Senator Murphy 
Rita Royce Co 
Puck & White 
2d half (23-25) 
Russian Circus 
Wilton Sis 
Bert Walton 
Carl Freed Co 
2a half (16-18) 
Yong Kam Tr 
Roger Williams 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Ce 


Maddox & Mack 
SYRA cuss. 
State (19) 

Milton Berley » 

Maureen Rio 

4 Monitors 

Navy Steppers 

WASHINGTON 
Loew's (19) 

Ross & Edwards 

Rodion Dancers 

Sanami & Miche 


— 


3 Kitaros 
YONKERS 
jet half (19-22) 
Bob Murphy Co 
Betty J Cooper Ce 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Whitey Roberts 
Mary Haynes Co 
Bingham & Olsen 
(Two to fill) 








Fanchon 


& Marco 








NEW YORK CITY 
Academy (18) 
‘Tom'rrow's St’rs’ I 

Miles & Allen 
Zelma 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 
Fern Dale 
Rudy Kaye 
Audubon 
‘In Dutch’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
(Others <o fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (18) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 


(18) 


Bert Jordan 
Tom Healy 
Freddie Ward 
FRESNO 
Willson 
ist half (12-15) 
‘Swiss Movements’? 
Am’'s Lucky Boys 
Bill Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Bert Prival 
Arthur Turelly 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (18) 
‘Hacienda’ I 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 





Zelda Santley 


Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 








The 





BOOKING MEN 


STAKE 


Success of 
Their Shows on 


JACK POWELL 
Dir, LEDDY & SMITH 





3 Jacks & a Queen 

Wilmot & Peters 

Kirk & Lawrence 

Kathleen Kay 

Sunkist Ens 
ATLANTA 
Fox. (18) 

‘Art Gallery’ I 

Felovis 

Bob Andy & Tod 

Josephine 

Olga & Lester 

LaMarr Bros 

Marian & Kathrine 
BOSTON 

Metropolitan (18) 

‘About Town’ I 

T & A Waldman 

Max Co 

Ben Dova 

Paul Olsen 

Joe Pasco 

Sunkist Ens 

BRIDGEPORT 

Fox (18) 

‘Circus Days’ I 

Bee Starr 

St Leon Co 

Hooper & Gatchett 

Nelson's Elephants 

Sayton Co 
BUFFALO 

Buffalo (18) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler Mason 





Bruce Jordan 





Adriana 
6 Gordonians 


HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (9) 
‘Carmenesque’ [I 
O'Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
Ray Sax 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Sunkist Ens 
IND‘APOLIS, IND, 
Indiana (18) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karejarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Carla Torney Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (18) 
‘3 Lig Figures’ 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Francis 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (9) 
‘Air Travel’ I 
H & EF Usher 
Tex Morrissey 
Phyllis Du Barry 
Sunkist Ens 





BOOKED 
Dir., WM, 
JAMES 


_ IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS © 
SOLID FOR RKO 
DIAMOND 
PLUNKETT OFFICE 








3 Page Boys 
Harry Van Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (18) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Griffith & Weson 
Robbins 3 
Jack Frost 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Busse & Case 
Accordion 6 
Paradise (18) 
‘La Plaza’ I 
Les Gellis 
Brancel & Pals 
Chiquita 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduard Delgado 
Agustin. Palafox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
Tivoli (18) 
‘Grectings’ I 
Del Chain 
J &H Griffith 
Murray & Moss 
Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ens 
Uptown (18) 
Ted Lewis Orch 
Eleanor Brooks 





MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (18) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt Willie Mauss 
Mignone & Anth'ny 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 
MIN’P’LIS, MINN, 
Minnesota (18) 
‘Tin Types’ I 
Presslar & Klaiss 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (18) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (18) 
‘March Militaire’ I 
Charles Irwin 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
Large & Morgner 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (10) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 








Hack 


CEunre. 





TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITER M 
22 ee AKE-UP 


bh St., New York 


Try My ligula. _ ~4 Tan—$1.00 








Snowball Whittier 
Beauty 8 
BILLINGS, MONT. 
Fox (10) 
‘Tin Types’ I 
Bob Halil 
Presslar & Klaiss 
Aaron Sis 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Harry Moore 
Sunkist Ens 
BUTTE, MONT, 


Fox 
Ist half (10-15) 

‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zollie 
Sunkist Ens 

DETROIT 

Fox (18) 
‘Yesterday's Stars’ 
Eva Tanguay 
Hank Brown 
Hi Tom Ward 
Rice & Cady 
Sylvia & Joyce 
Cho Cho 
Harrison Co 
Al’x'nd'’r & Evelyn 
Corinne 








(Continued 


—————— 


Bruno Weise 3 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (10) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Ilearn 
7 Arconis 
Brock & Thompson 
Patsy Marr 
Laurel & Ted 
La Vonne Sweet 
& Adazio 3 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (9) 
‘Midnight’ I 
Lynn Cowan 
Arthur Petley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Gautier’s Dogs 
SAN JOSE, CAL, 
California 
ist half (3-8) 
‘Midnight’ I 
Lynn Cowan 
Arthur Petley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Gautier’'s Hot Doge 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (10) 
‘Carnival’ I 


on page 54) 
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Trahan Calls Stage Partnership a 


5-Year Battle—Vesta Wallace Loses 





Vesta Wallace’s suit for a share 
{n recent stage earnings of her 
former vaudeville partner, Al Tra- 
han, was lost on a jury verdict yes- 
terday (Monday) before Judge Al- 
bert Cohn in New York Supreme 
She sued for $20,600. 

A Five-Year Battle 

Constant and sensational battling 
marked their five-year partnership, 
Trahan testified. It ranged from 
Miss Wallace hitting him over the 
head with a tennis racket in New 
Orleans to an attempt te gouge out 
his eye on the stage in Glasgow, 
Scotland, alleged the comedian. 

This continual strife, accompanied 
by frequent rebukes from the book- 
ing office and resulting in dishar- 


mony on and off at all times, 
brought the professional split of 
Trahan and Wallace in 1928, Trahan 
declared. Miss Wallace charged 
Trahan with intentionally dropping 
her for the purpose of reaping the 
future harvest alone, 

The three-day trial, during which 
Trahan was on the witness stand 
for five hours at one stretch, was 
studded with plenty of laugh relief. 
Through many of his answers to 
cross-examination, Trahan said 
later, he unintentionally did better 
in the courtroom than he did last 
summer at the Palace. 

Trahan’s long run in the witness 
chair was concerned chiefly with 
his vaudeville career up to the time 
of parting with Miss Wallace. The 
court customers enjoyed his de- 
scriptions immensely, especially the 
comedian’s own opinion of his vari- 
ous new act attempts from 1919 on. 
Most of them were lousy, he ad- 
mitted. 

In 1919, Trahan testified, he was 
with the Collegiate Five. He then 
tried a black-face single. A three- 
act called Davison Sisters and Al 
Trahan followed; then came his 
best effort up to then—Brown, Gar- 
den and Trahan. He again tried a 
single, then teamed with a girl. 

Regarding the latter, Tr:fan was 
asked how long the partnership 
lasted. ‘One date,’ he replied. 


Five Weeks for Sun 


His first appearance with Miss 
Wallace, said Trahan, was in an of- 
fice act produced by Al Striker and 
called Vesta Wallace with Al Tra- 
hand and Gene Costello. It played 
about five weeks, mostly for Gus 


court. 


.Sun, and then disbanded. This was 


in 1923 and led to Trahan and Miss 
Wallace teaming up. o* 

For about two years, the testi- 
mony showed, things moved along 
quietly. Personal differences then 
entered the business end. 

Scraps on the street, in hotels, 
backstage and elsewhere were fre- 
quent. Managers were constantly 
backstage making peace. Once 
after a street rumpus in San An- 
tonio, Miss Wallace landed in a po- 
lice station for disturbing the peace. 
Trahan said they had to make a 
6 a.m. train to the next date, and 
as the fight occurred around 2:30 in 
the morning, he rushed Gown to the 
Police station to have Miss Wallace 
released. It ended with Miss Wal- 
lace getting out and Trahan getting 
in, with a $60 fine the result, testi- 
fied Trahan. 

One day Trahan introduced Miss 
Wallace to the audience as ‘Miss 
Walrus.’ This and other incidents, 
he declared, prompted her to stand 
in the wings while he was on, jump 
up and down, give him the razz- 
terry and go through other discon- 
certing motions. 


Loving Stuff 


On the Interstate time, Trahan 
alleged, Miss Wallace purchased a 
heavy metal Indian bracelet and 
proceeded to use this on his face 
during the embrace scene in their 
act. It spit his lip, Trahan alleged. 

Another incident that amused the 
courtroom concerned Trahan’s first 
tuxedo. His present eccentric stage 
costume, misfit walking suit, origi- 
nated with an outfit purchased in a 
pawn shop, the comic stated. 

Final split occurred in Atlanta in 
1928. A year and a half previously 
the team had been engaged for 
three years by the then Keith-Albee 
circuit. Miss Wallace sued for her 
share of the year and a half re- 
maining under that contract, which 
Trahan played out with other part- 
ners. She alleged her participation 
was covered by an oral agreement 
made by Trahan at the time the 





An All-New Role 





Tammany Young, noted gate 
crasher, has a new racket. He 
does his last minute bits at the 
burlesque show at the Repub- 
lic. He goes in the front of 
the house nightly. Should busi- 
ness be okay he walks down 
the aisle and ad libs with the 
leads, not going onto the stage. 

When trade is off he doesn’t 
crack. Tam gets 10 bucks 
nightly when he works or 
doesn’t crash a first night. 











contract was signed to effect that 
he’d continue to work with her. 

When the team dissolved, the 
Keith office attempted to reconcile 
them, but Trahan declared he’d 
rather quit the show business en- 
tirely. This was testified to by Ted 
Lauder, Keith’s booking head at the 
time, who was called as a witness 
for Trahan. Others testifying for 
the comic were Major Donovan of 
the V. M. A., his daughter, Mary 
Katherine Donovan (Donovan Sis- 
ters), and Charlie Bierbauer. - 
After separating from Miss Wal- 
lace, Trahan teamed with Marie 
Duval. Later he went with Yukona 
Cameron, his present partner. Miss 
Wallace shortly after the 1928 split 
married Frank Kessler of Warner 
Bros. About a year and a half ago 
she teamed professionally with 
John Berkes under sponsorship of 
the RKO booking office, and the two 
played for a while in a version of 
the Trahan-Wallace act, which Tra- 
han had also continued to _ use. 
Berkes was charged by Trahan with 
doing his routine, and the Berkes 
and Wallace combination drew con- 
siderable comment in vaudeville 
over its ‘copy act’ classification. 
Miss Wallace was represented in 
the suit by Jules Kendler. Trahan’s 
attorneys were O’Brien, Malevinsky 
& Driscoll and Camille J. Roberts. 


LONDON AIMS AT CHAIN 
OF TABLOID CONEYS 


London, Dec. 3. 
Haymarket Stores, one of the 
most valuable sites in the West 
End, is being negotiated for the 
purpose of an amusement arcade. 
Property has often been nibbled at 
by American syndicates for either 
a picture house or theatre, but 

terms could not be agreed upon. 
New project is being planned by 


Bradbury Pratt, Ernest Alfred Cor- 
dell, managing director Murray’s 
Club and manager of Dristo) res- 
taurant and Verreys and William 
Butlin, provincial amusement ca- 
terer. 

Idea is to make this a sort of 
Coney Island in miniature. Cost of 
acquiring lease and reconstruction 
is around £10,000. Lowness of fig- 
ure is on account of the lease being 
of short duration, consisting of six 
months with aa option. 

Same people have had success 
with a similar arcade on a much 
smaller scale, now being operated 
at Marble Arch. Looks like concern 
intends to connect with several 
more important sites. 











BARKER ON 2D CHARGE 


Mechanical Man In Again but Out— 
22 Others in Same Line 





Art La Rue, mechanical man for 
the Republic theatre, was told to 
quit the ‘mechanical racket’ as it 
was a violation of the law, by 
Magistrate Greenspan, was. ar- 
raigned in West Side Court as a 
barker, 

Magistrate Greenspan after a 
lengthy hearing found La Rue 
guilty on the charge of disorderly 
conduct (mechanical man) and 
warned him to cease. He promised 
the Court he would. 

La Rue stated he had to live. He 
was summoned two days later as a 
barker. Magistrate Renaud learned 
of the former summonses. La Rue 
was scored but discharged on the 
complaint of being a barker. 

Eddie Rowland of the Republic 
dolefully told of how 22 men and 





women would suffer as a result cf 
the conviction of La Rue. 


SEAMSTRESS AND HOSTESS 


Fight One ’Another While, 
ball Drinking Continues 





High- 





Charged with beating a hostess 
in the lobby of the Park Plaza 
Hotel, 60 West 77th street, Betty 
Mayo, 24, seamstress, was dis- 
charged in West Side Court by 
Magistrate H. Stanley Renaud. 
Laura Morgan, hostess, residing at 
the hotel , claimed the seamstress 
punched her several times. Miss 
Morgan, 22, had to be attended by 
a physician. 

Miss Morgan stated the seam- 
stress had beaten her without pro- 
vocation. The trouble started in 
Miss Morgan’s room, according to 
Miss Mayo. Several women were 
drinking highballs there, she said. 

‘Laura phoned me to come to her 
apartment. She was serving high- 
balls, The women were drunk. 
Laura asked me to have a drink. I 
refused and she said, ‘You will take 
a drink and like it.” Then she be- 
gan to strike me, I fled out of the 
room. Later she attacked me in the 
lobby,’ said Miss Mayo. 

Miss Morgan sported a discolored 
left optic that Betty gave her. 


LONDON LEADS 
ALL EUROPE 
AT THEATRE 





London Dec. 14. 

Reports here from various sources 
denote show business in London is 
better than in any other European 
capital. 

France, Austria and Germany are 
having a terrible time, with b.o. 
taking atrocious, while Italian book- 
ings are most unreliable. 

In London things are not too bad. 





Bandsman Also Mgr. 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Mireiago, suburban nite spot, go- 
ing dance hall. Has been taken over 
by Herb Beuthke, band leader, on a 
five-year lease. Will open next 
week. 

Beuthke taking a double stance, 
directing the hall and his own band. 





Actors’ Free Dinner Club Cheerful 
Locale for Laughs 





Easing In 





During intermission at the 
opening night of ‘Springtime 
for Henry’ at the Bijou, a pan- 
handler wended through the 
crowd. Manny Seff of the Shu- 
bert press department, told the 
bum to proposition John By- 


ram, the ‘Times’ d. e., and say 
he was an ex-critic. 

Byram liked that and gave 
the stew two-bits instead of 


the usual dime. 











Foreign Consulates 
And Exhibts Will 
Be in Radio City 


An international side to Radio 
City, with foreign countries leasing 
space for consular offices and na- 
tional exhibits, a Trans-Lux news- 
ree] theatre and a 1,000-seat restau- 
rant, concession for which Loft’s is 
bidding in high figures, are new 
angles of the center. 

Understood that England, France 
and Italy will establish consulates 
in Radio City, as well as contribute 
to the exhibit-museum project. 


SMART ENGLISH GIRLS 
IN PARIS CAFE FIRED 


Paris, Dec. 1. 


Lido club has done away with all 
hostesses of English nationality. 
Many customers complained that 
the smart English girls led them on 
to too much champagne uncorking 
and nothing else. Club owners say 
they have nothing to do with the 
behavior of the girls. Local :ustess 
talent is already strongly out-num- 
bered by foreigners, 

One of the Lido hostessés is a girl 
who ran away from an Argentine 
convent, so she says. 











Erlanger’s Estate's Defense 





Mostly Erlanger’s Employes Testify Against 
Will Contestant’s Claims 





The defense of the estate of A. L. 
Erlanger in the contest over his 
will by Charlotte Lesley Fixel, who 
claims to have been the showman’s 
common law wife, ended its first 
week Friday (11). A number of 
people more or less closely identi- 
fied with Erlanger or employed in 
his office, were called by Isador 
Kresel counsel for the estate, Un- 
derstood this, the ninth week of the 
hearing, may terminate the testi- 
mony. 

Marcus Heiman, former vaude- 
ville executive who bought in on 
Erlanger theatres several years ago, 
stated he had accompanied Er- 
langer and the contestant on trips 
to Los Angeles, Paris and Monte 
Carlo and that the late showman 
had repetatedly expressed distaste 
for Miss Fixel. He testified that 
Erlanger said shortly before he 
died: ‘I want to get out of the 
clutches of this woman. Charlotte 
Lesley has no legal claim on me, I 
told her she robbed me of my most 
priceless possession, my pride.’ 
Heiman admitted the couple had 
registered in a Los Angeles hotel 
as Mr. and Mrs. Erlanger and that 
she said that was their invariable 
custom, 

George Tyler testified that he had 
met Miss Fixel with Erlanger fre- 
quently but was never actually in- 
troduced to her. On cross examina- 
tion Max Steuer, attorney for the 
contestant, brought out that Tyler 
is indebted to the Erlanger estate. 
That admission came only after 
Surrogate O’Brien threatened Tyler 
with contempt of court. 

Bickerton’s Testimony 

Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., former 
attorney for Erlanger, had two busy 
afternoons on the stand with 
neither side seeming to get much 
advantage from his testimony. Bick- 
erton said Miss Fixel had signed 








papers waiving all claims and that 
she was never seen at public func- 
tions with the deceased. Cross ex- 
amination about evened up his tes- 
timony. 

Francis E. Reid, the Erlanger 
press agent, said that he heard the 
showman refer to the contestant as 
‘that woman up at the house’. Evi- 
dence was introduced to show that 
when Erlanger had been asked if 
he was to get a divorce, replied he 
was not married. Erlanger in mak- 
ing his income tax returns de- 
scribed himself as single and did 
not claim the larger exemption for 
married persons. 

In Own Names 


Last Wednesday (9) was Miss 
Fixel’s 46th birthday. On that day 
various leases and other documents 
were introduced. They were signed 
in Miss Fixel’s name and in none 
did she use the name of Erlanger. 
Three bank <ccounts had been in- 
troduced into the record showing 
them to be in the names of Char- 
lotte Fixel and Charlotte Lesley. 
Although additional bank accounts 
were introduced with the same idea, 
the amounts were not revealed. For- 
mer Comptroller Craig, who was an 
Erlanger lawyer at one time, gave 
testimony to show Miss Fixel was, 
not married t Erlanger. 

Other evidence was to the effect 
that Miss Fixel had not assumed 
the name of Erlanger subsequent to 
the date of the alleged common law 
declaration of marriage. Leases for 
a cottage at Rockaway for 1921, 
1922, 1926 and 1927 had her signa- 
ture. It was also shown that two 
years after the claimed ceremony, 
Miss Fixel+bought shares of Beth- 
lehem Steel in her stage name of 
Charlotte Lesley. 
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Tucked away in a back room of 
the Union Church, at 223 West 48th 
street, indicated only by a modest 
placard announcing ‘Actors Lounge,’ 
the Club 
for its needy members, 


Actors Dinner is caring 


No hint of breadline mars the 5 
to 8 dinner hour” Actors who can 
afford a 50c meal purchase tickets 
at the door; those less fortunate are 
spared the embarrassment of pre- 
senting themselves at the club as 
non-payees by securing tickets at 
Equity, Actors Fund, NVA, Episco-" 
pal, Catholic or Jewish Theatrical 
Guilds, whose donations have made 
this organization possible. 

At its opening, the club served 225 
dinners, after which its average was : 
175 a day. Though the majority of 
meals were complimentary, em- 
ployed members of the profession, 
dropping in for dinner, have made 
generous donations, giving the com- 
mittee the hope that the club may 
become self-sustaining. 

Equity members, serving as bus 
boys and waitresses, volunteer their 
services to Elizabeth Beatty and 
Selma Royle, founders of the club, 
the former in charge of the kitchen, 
the latter presiding over the dining 
hall. 

Forgetfulness 

Ninety actors, sitting down to 
dinner at one time, transform the 
dining hall into a Theatrical Green 
Room, depression forgotten into a 
round of shop talk. Heated argu- 
ments end in ad lib clowning, since 
no gagster is immune to an apps6- 
ciative ‘inside’ audience. 

When a dancing juvenile, cast as 
a bus boy, drops a tray, he’s threat- 
ened with a two-week notice—told 
that dish-smashing is a cheap way 
of stealing bows. A comic in white- 
face because he’s run out of burnt 
cork clears his table in jazz rhythm 
and exits into the kitchen toa round 
of applause. Cantor and Jessel do a 
little plate-throwing to recall the 
days of Jean Bedini, or rush out to 
the kitchen to be peremptorily 
thrown out by the chef. 


Sam Scribner’s Tales 


Sam Scribner, overcome with nos- 
talgia for his trouper days, enter- 
tains a group at his table with rare 
tales of barn-storming through 
Texas—when the company was 
saved from starvation only because 
one member was a good piano 
player and the boarding house- 
keeper liked music. Over at another 
table, Loney Haskell is dewy-eyed 
over memories of Hammerstein’s 
‘Victoria.’ 7 

Attendance at the club turns out 
not to be for the sake of sweetest 
charity, but a privileged peek into 
the hearts of actors who, hungry or 
well fed, will never get over their 
stage-struck love for the theatre. 


2. NITE CLUB PEOPLE IN 
SQUEAL OVER $650 LOSS 


Claiming he was a victim of 
knockout drops and punched and 
robbed of $650 in the Night Club 
Grill, 307 West 52nd street, Ed- 
ward Wellner, realtor, of 336 East 
96th street, resumed his story in 
West Side Court before Magistrate 


Klapp. It developed he had $3,000 
in a money belt around his waist 
that was overlooked by those who - 
stole the $650. 

The magistrate was amazed at 
Wellner’s story, replete with tragic 
comedy. Assistant Dist. Attorney 
Haroid Frankel conducted the pros- | 
ecution. The Court held for the 
Grand Jury, Jack Levy, 35, part 
owner of the Grill residing at 
West 86th Street, and Helen Gold, 
24, hostess, 200 West 51st street. 

Fay Valdez, 22, platinum blonde, 
hostess, 370 West 5lst street, and 
Ruth Harris, 30, cloakroom girl, 370 
West 5ist street, were discharged 
by the Court. 

The defendants said the com- 
plainant had had a few drinks and 
he was not robbed in the establish- 
ment. Wellner told of refusing 
several drinks he was chary of and 
finally sipped a potent drink that 
‘put him to sleep.” When he came 
too he was hurtled out of the place, 
he said. A kind cop threatened to 
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Other papers were introduced for 
evidence along same lines. 
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News From 


the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
Mead Gorine the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no c 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


redit 








East 


Percentage of finds is ™ small 
that both radio chains are getting 
hard-boiled on auditions. Appli- 
eants for mike test must have some- 
thing more than ambition, it is an- 
nounced. Must achieve reps else- 
where first. 








Edna May Oliver in town for a 
few weeks. Stopping at the War- 
wick. 





Assembly Productions announces 
a play by Harry Meyer and Gibson 
Taylor. Intimate musical comedy, 
to be called ‘Shady Lady.’ 





Dr. Raymond L. Ditmars was 
elected honorary pres. of the Metro- 
politan M. P. club, amateur organ- 
ization, after two years in the chair. 
New officers are Dr. Geo. L. Rohden- 
burg, pres.; Annette Decker and 
Geo. Ward, Vv. p.’s, and James Moore, 
ec. 





Royal Box, Metropolitan, and 
Napoleon clubs added to others 
pinched for permitting people to sit 
up too late nights. 





Boston music pubs. assn. announc- 
ing it would refuse to be a party to 
the Songwriters P. A. minimum 
agreement. 





The Irving Berlins expect an ad- 
dition in about two months, 





Nat. Juvenile Players proposed 
date at Maxine Elliott theatre is off. 


Musical union picking on uke 
pickers. Refuses a card to May 
Singhi Breen on grounds uke is not 
@ musical instrument. She retorts 
it’s more musical than the drum 
traps. Offered a card as pianist but 
refused. It’s the uke or nothing. 








Sale of art collections of late Da- 
vid Belasco ended Sat. Prices dis- 
appointing even for these times. 





Mickey Walker taxed $5,000 for 
the first missus when the federal 
court passed on her application for 
$25,000, which she claims she spent 
on their children between the split 
and the final decree. 





Police arrested seven women and 
17 men in a gym on 6th Ave., all 
of whom were completely nude and 
going through their physical culture 
exercises. First nudist arrest in 


Edward Stafford, charged by Bar- 
bara Dugan with theft of her ani- 
mal act pleaded he took the animals 
because she had failed to pay for 
them. Case thrown out of night 
court with recommendation to pro- 
ceed civilly. 








annually, payable in advance on @ 
lease made in 1924 to Werber and 
late A. lL. Erlanger. 





Agnes De Mille, daughter of Cecil, 
to add skits and talking bits to her 
dance recitals this season. 





Counterfeit bills in $5, $10 and $20 
denominations flooding country and 
bothering theatre cashiers. 





Daly’s presently to reopen as the 
Recital theatre. Headquarters for 
National Junior Theatre League and 
to house all sorts of one-time at- 
tractions. Louise Revere Morris 
will head the co. 





Mayor Thatcher, of Albany, over- 
rides protests of clericals to permit 
theatres to open Sunday for char- 
ity performances for unemployed. 





Kenneth Strong, football star, di- 
vorced last June by Rella Harrison, 
showgirl, was married Sat., 12, to 
Mabel Anderson, non-pro. 





Robt. Gooding, former bandmaster, 
in Sing Sing for a little matter of 
being married to five women at the 
same time, pulls the sax appeal gag 
at the prison minstrel show. It 
panicked ’em. - 





Everett D. McCooey, son of Demo- 
cratic boss of Brooklyn, promoting 
a series of 12 operatic productions 
at Mecca Temple this season. Heads 
N. Y. Grand Opera Club, incorporat- 
ed for nominal $5,000, 





Winchell Smith left for Europe 
Saturday. 





Theatre Guild’s board of man- 
agers went to Toronto recently to 
look at ‘Moon in the Yellow River,’ 
dene by the Abbey Players, now 
trouping Canada. Company started 
the show, stopped for regular mat 
performance and finished off ‘Moon’ 
before night performance. 





Sir James Barrie refuses to okay 
Constance Binney for ‘Kiss for Cin- 
derella.” His contract provides that 
he must approve the player, but this 
holds good only in New York. Miss 


Binney may try it in Boston and 
elsewhere, 





Rosalie Stewart is to be gen. mer. 
for Jed Harris, with a little inde- 
pendent producing in her spare time. 


Reported that Will Rogers will 


come home from China by way of 
Russia, 





e 





Irene Franklin will go to London 
to appear in the Palace revue. She 
expects to sail in about twe weeks. 


Jake Erlich, circus giant, back 
from English dates on the ‘Deutsch- 
land.’ Had to have a special berth 
built to accommodate his length. 


Mrs. Courtney Palmer Hillmer, 








Homer Rodeheaver projected his 
first canned church service at the 
RCA display room, 411 5th Ave., 
Monday (7). Kicks because pray- 
ers were omitted and complaint that 
the choir used lipstick. Chorus also 


came in for kicks as being too prev- 
alent. 





Morris Gest out after taking rest 
cure, 





Now ‘Heads or Tails’ becomes 
‘Cold in Sables’. Collins produc- 
tion with Taylor Holmes. 





Charles Rowe, new to Broadway, 
announces ‘Half a Life,’ comedy, 
which was tried out on the coast. 
Due in Jan. 





Chicago date for ‘Mr. Whistler’ 
cancelled. 





John Kelly, flagpole sitter, play- 
ing a date on the staff of the Pal- 
ace theatre, Newark, hit by the cold 
wave Monday night and nearly 
frozen before taken down. Required 
hospitalization. 





ee second accounting, public 
ministrator reveals the estate of 


late Lya De Putti totals about 
$3,000, including personal effects. 
Chas. Britton, creditor sought to 
gain possession of property but his 
application was denied. Only heirs 
are two daughters in Budapest. 





‘Nifty Nineties,” now rehearsing, 
will offer Corse Payton of 10-20-30 
renown, and chorus of fashionable 
fats such as they were supposed to 
have back in those days—but didn’t. 





Louis F. Werber failed to oppose 
a motion brought by Mitchell H. 
Mark Realty Corp. for $58,635 back 
rent for the Crescent theatre, Brook- 
lyn. A judgment in that sum was 
dgsued against him, Rent is $50,000 


dancer, who is suing her husband 
for divorce, naming Mrs. Katherine 
Peer co-respondent, and charging 
that the latter made a gigolo of her 
husband, off on a new tack. In the 
Supreme Court she sought to en- 
join Mrs. Peer from associating 
with her husband in any way. Later 
enterted an alienation suit for 
$250,000. 





New setup makes Douglas Mont- 
gomery star of ‘Fata Morgana.’ Ara 
Gerald will be featured. 





Mrs. Pat Campbell complains that 
she reads and reads, but does not 
find any play worthy of production. 





Franchet Tone doubling between 
1931’ and ‘The Wiser Sex,’ at Par 
Astoria. 





‘Town Topics’ office raided on 
charge that stock fraud law was 
being violated. Charge preferred 
by Wm. Brown, v.-p. of Radio 
Corp., who asserts that just after 
he refused to buy a block of stock 
a scurrilous item appeared. No 
name, but identities obvious. The 
old, old story. Had to break in a 
door because the editorial rooms 
were provided with a peephole. 





Olive Olsen, vaudeville, as Olive 
and Olsen trouped with her hus- 
band, Lou Leander, but about four 
years ago she started to climb. She 
supported him, she alleges, but 
when his brother, Marcy, sued her 
for $1,000 on a loan she does not 
recall, she told it all to the judge 
in the Municipal court. 


Jennie Moscowitz, of ‘Counsellor 
at Law’ celebrated her 34th wed- 
ding anniversary, Thursday (19), 
throwing a party after the show. 
Also marks her 20th year on the 
stage. 





Arturo Toscanini to quit Phil- 
harmonic - Symphony leadership. 
Finds it necessary to go to Europe 
for medical treatment, Viadimar 





Golschman, of St. Louia Symp., re- 
places him week Dec. 21, 





John Orlando, W. E. Copeland 
and Thos. Clark, on location at 
Sarasota, Fla., with Ann Hardci g 
and an RKO-Pathe unit, seriously 
injured in an auto crash, 





Effie Shannon, vet legit player, 
goes into ‘Admirable Crichton’ film 
at Par .Astoria studios. Dailies 
mistakenly credit this as her debut. 
In before, 





Holdup man robbed a jewelry 
store at 50th and B’way the other 
night, duplicating a scene from 
‘Crime,’ the Sam Shipman play, 
which also told of a crime at the 
same location. 





Senator C. C. Dill asking Con- 
gress to inquire into RKO refinanc- 
ing. 





Patent Office rules that Correll 
and Gosden have a proprietary 
right to the title, ‘Amos 'n’ Andy,’ 
and that it may not be used with- 
out their consent. Decision made 
in the case of a shirt factory which 
tacked the name onto a part of its 
product, 





In the hearing of her suit for 
$20,000 for breach of contract, 
brought by Vesta Wallace against 
Al Trahan, she was asked by the 
court if it were not true that she 
had stolen Trahan’s act to do with 
her new partner. Her snappy 
denial pointed out that Trahan 
worked in striped trousers while 
her new partner wore evening 





dress. Not the same, at all, she 
avers. 

Now it’s ‘Sentinels’ for ‘Mighty 
Proud,’ nee ‘Shining Blackness.’ 


Lulu Vollmer’s play. 





Cecil Lean has gone 


playwright. 
Calls it ‘Athlete.’ 


His second play, 





Wilda Albini is suing W. H. 
Beers, architect, for breach of con- 
tract. It is her contention that he 
collaborated with her on plans for 
a play and then flunked it. Also 
asks for $50,000 for a tooth she had 
until she met Beers, 





Ellsworth Woods selected to im- 
personate Washington in the Bi- 
centennial, 





Ordinarily staid Met. Op. has a 
sensation. Santa Biondo, young 
and scheduled to sing in the Thurs- 
day matinee, disappeared from her 
apartment in the Plaza, leaving a 
note to the effect that after an un- 
successful attempt to commit sui- 
cide by gas she was about to seek 
death by drowning. No reason was 
assigned by her for the act other 
than the opening statement, IT have 
lived a life of lies. Her lawyer 
announces she is not dead but rest- 
ing. Say she is dodging a $78,000 
debt incurred in playing the market. 





Tolla Ray Boswell is suing Mrs. 
Anita Arguimbau, socially prominent 
in Freeport, L. I., for $250,000 on the 
charge that the stories she told 
about him cost him the backing of a 
banker who was about to finance 
a picture for him. According to Bos- 
well, Mrs. Arguimbau said he was a 
blackmailer, a low character, had 
tried to steal her jewelry and that 
while they were both on a cruise on 
the Canadian liner ‘Duchess of 
Athol,’ his actions caused her to 
have him putoff the boat. All of 
which tended to shake the belief of 
his backer, who withheld his sup- 
port. Boswell contends that on the 
Coast he is known as another How- 
ard Hughes and that his reputation 
is of the best. The defense denied 
the charges in toto and demanded a 
more specific bill of complaint, 





June Mitchell, former vaude dancer, 
get herself into one of New Jersey’s 
choicest news sensations. Beatrice 
Barclay, 15-year-old daughter of the 
inventor of the teletype, was secret- 
ly married to Vevis Pickerell, truck- 
man. The bride was sequestered by 
her parents, but escaped down a 
rope of sheets in old fashion style 
and took refuge with the dancer. 


Rudolph (Fat) Duringer, who 
killed Virginia Brannon, taxi dancer, 
last spring, was executed at Sing 
Sing prison Dec. 10. 








Mary Boland is going to try musi- 
cal comedy. She has been engaged 
by Sam H. Harris for the Berlin- 
Hart-Ryskind musical as yet unti- 
tled, which will follow ‘Of Thee I 
Sing” into production, 





Max Gordon will star Judith An- 
derson following the run of ‘Mourn- 
ng Becomes Electra.’ Will probably 
present her in a show next fall. 





Kay Barry, dancer in a burlesque 
show at the Gotham theatre, Har- 
lem, was severely burned during the 
matinee Thursday (10), when what 
she wore in the way of a costume 
was ignited by sparks from an elec- 
tric switch during the matinee. She 
was taken to the Harlem hospital. 

Daniel Frohman planning a dance 
at the Cabaret Arbat for the bene- 
fit of the Actors’ Fund. Will start 
at midnight, Dec. 28. 





Mishel Plastro, concert master of 
Philharmonic-Symphony orchestra, 
hurt Sunday on the stage of the 





Met, Op. Tripped and fell, sustain- 
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ing bruises, bué saving his violin 
from injury. ' 


Robert Henderson will star 
Blanche Yurka in ‘Electra’ shortly 
after the holidays. The Greek’ play 
and not O'Neill's crape hung version. 


Oe en - 





When Mrs. Kenneth Harlan, who 
is Doris Booth, the Fisher 
Girl, was told about a Reno divorce, 
she said okeh by her. 





Tony Sarg and Alice Foote Mac- 
Dougall are opening an eatery in 
East 23d street, where the diners 
can watch Sarg’s marionette show. 





William A. Brady to produce ‘This 
Side of Jordan’ around Xmas, 





Library of late Ralph Barton auc- 
tioned. Prices very low and no bid- 
ders for some of the items, 





June Papkin, 23, of Rye, N. Y., 
committed suicide by gas poisoning 
Sunday (13). Nervous breakdown 
interrupted plans for operatic ca- 
reer. 





Jay Alden Edkins and Saida 
Knox winners in fifth national radio 
audition Sunday (13). 


Coast 


Aaron Fox, brother of Willlam 
Fox, has settled in Reno, preparing 
to sue Mrs. Ella Fox for divorce. 











In consideration of the fact that 
a raid on the Montmartre Cafe and 
the Embassy Club last September, 
netted gambling devices, 10 cases 
of liquor, etc., the L. A. police com- 
mission says it may revoke permits 
held by Adolph E. Brandstatter. 
Later will testify at the continued 
hearing that he turned the estab- 
lishments over to the ‘Yellow Dog 
Society,’ on the night of the raid. 





Mary Nolan and her husband, 
Wallace T. Macreary, scheduled to 
appear in L. A. court last week 
to face charges of failure to pay 
wages in their dress shop, were an 
hour late and were required to post 
bail of $100 each. Miss Nolan faces 
15 warrants for failure to pay 


wages. She will go to court again 
Jan. 5 on a charge of the same na- 
ture. 


Clara Bow and Rex Bell returned 
to their Beverly Hills home last 
week, confirming announcement 
that they were married. They had 
previously denied it. 








Helene Costello has filed a cross- 
complaint fer divorce against Low- 
ell Sherman. Says she left home 
in fear of her life. Also charges 
the actor with cruelty, including 


forcing her into a fight with his 
mother. 





Jack Moran, Polly Moran’s 14- 
year-old son, is the latest appen- 
dectomy patient. He is convalescing 
in the Hollywood hospital. 





Kenneth Harlan, former film ac- 
tor, will shortly file suit against 
Doris Booth Harlan for divorce, in 
Reno. They were married in May, 
1930. She is his third wife. 





Ken Maynard, cowboy-actor, will 
appear in L. A. court this week to 
explain why he refused to give in- 
formation required by a city ordi- 
nance of all plane pilots landing at 
municipal airport. 





Esther and Doris Goodman, who 
wanted to be dancers, are suing 
Theodore Kosloff, dancing teacher, 
and his wife, Madame Marie Bal- 
dina, for $2,053, charging they 
promised to give them dancing les- 
sons in part exchange for four 
years of secretarial work. 





Josephine Dunn, actress, is being 
sued in L. A. for $900 on a note 
held by George K. Arthur. 





Duncan Sisters filed bankruptcy 
papers in L. A. last week. Given 


10 days to compile assets and lia- 
bilities. 





Eddie Borden, stage actor, will 
appear in L. A. court Dec. 15, for 
continued hearing on Mrs. Mayo 
Borden's plea for $325 a month 
alimony pending trial of her con- 
tested divorce suit. 





Property worth $2,000 was left in 
L. A. court by Robert Ames, ac- 
tor, who died in New York recently. 
Petition for special letters of ad- 
ministration was filed in L. A. 


last week by J. A. Rex Cole, Ames’ 
business manager. 





Jack Johnson, former Negro 
pugilistic champ, is being sued in 
L. A. by the Lincoln Hotel Corp., 
which charges he refuses to pay 
rent for his Showboat cafe on East 
84th street, and won’t get out. 


Edna May Oliver, actress, peti- 
tioned L. A. Superior court to legal- 
ize her screen name. Her real name 
is Edna May Nutter. 





P. A. Powers, former business as- 
sociate of Marshall Neilan, was 
granted a $14,238 judgment on a note 


_York Dec. 23. 


——=s 


Neilan failed to appear in court te 
contest "the action. 





Mr. and Mrs. Cecil B. DeMille, 
after six months abroad, returned to 
Hollywood last week, 





Norma Shearer became an Amerie 
can citizen last week. She was born 
in Montreal, 





Myrna Belzner, known in films as 
Patricia Farnam, is sought by her 
father and Hollywood police. She 
has not been seen since Thanksgiv- 





ing night, disappearing from her 
home, 
Ruth Noble, film actress, who 


claims Sessue Hayakaya, Japanese 
actor, is the father of her child, tried 
last week to- effect a reconciliation 
and failed. Hayakawa sailed for 
Japan to open in a play there Feb. 
1. Miss Noble boarded the boat in 
L. A. but was forced by Hayakawa 
to leave at San Francisco after she 
had pleaded with him to take her to 
Japan. 





Louis A. Kosloff, orchestra leader, 
last week filed two suits in L. A, 
one asking for a marriage annul- 
ment from Florence Kosloff and the 
other demanding $100,000 from his 
mother-in-law, charging she alien- 
ated the affection of his wife. He 
also accuses his wife of carrying on 
with Nick Lutze, wrestler. 





Schulyer Schenck, writer, and his 
bride, June MacCloy, were shaken 
and bruised when their car turned 
over near Albany, Tex., as they were 
trying to dodge a mule. They are 
en route to New York, 


Mid-West 


Chicago Little Theatre Guild will 
start its season Dec. 18 with ‘Mr. 
Pim Passes By.’ 











Victor Jory is back as leading man 
of the Shubert stock, Minneapolis, 
after a fling at Hollywood. 





Dr. Henry J. Schireson, Chicago 
beauty surgeon, hunted again by 
authorities on complaint of a pa- 
tient, Ernest J. Knapp, wealthy coal 
dealer from Michigan. Patient 
claims he still has scars remaining 
from an operation performed sev- 
eral months ago. Knapp said he 
paid Schireson $500. 





Widow of the late I. H. Ruben, 
Minnesota, allowed $1,000 a month 
from her late husband's estate, esti- 
mated over $1,000,000. 





Two men were nabbed in St. 
Louis charged with throwing a 
stench bomb into the Merry Widow 
theatre. House employs a non- 
union operator... Mildred Bradley, 
manager, followed the men and got 
the license number of their car, 





G. R. Fritz, identified as a jockey 
from the Hawthorne track, fell or 
leaped to death from an eighth floor 


window of the Chicago ‘Daily News’ 
building, 





Beaizice Belkin, soprano, is joine 
ing her husband, Joseph Littau, in 
@mMaha. Latter is conductor of the 
Omaha Symphony. 





Relatives of the late Charles A, 
Comiskey, Chicago baseball mag- 
nate, are fighting over his will. They 
claim $450,000 promised by Com- 
iskey before he died. 





Vachel Lindsay, who wrote poetry 
for over 16 years, left an estate es- 
timated at only $1,000. No will. 





Viadimir Golschmann, conductor 
of the St. Louis Symphony Orches- 
tra, will follow Toscanini as guest 
leader of the Philharmonic in New 


Ill health compels 
Toscanini to retire. 





Tom Maloy, leader of the Chicago 
Operators’ union, admitted he drew 
$7,000 from the sanitary district in 
1928 when called to testify in the 
political graft trial now going on. 
Maloy said he never did any work 
for the money. 





Jimmy Dugan Unchained 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Jimmy Dugan, now at the Acad- 
emy burlesque theatre here, is no 
longer a married man. Attorney 
Irving Eisenman last week secured 
a divorce for him on the grounds 
of desertion. 

Suit, which was filed under his 
right name of James Garrison, 
charges his wife, Verna, with leav- 
ing him in Peoria on Nov. 1, 1925. 
They were married in Anderson, 
Ind., June 27, 1924. 


Chi Wayburn School Out 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 
Ned Wayburn dancing school has 
closed here. Chicago school has 
been established about four years. 
Ned Wayburn ordered the closing 
from New York. 
Maurice Bro'vn, manager, will 
open a dancing school of his own 
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after the holidays. 
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— 
Yvonne Devoe, Hungry 
And Destitute, Lands 
In Court by Request 


Yvonne (Bobbie) Devoe, vaude- 
yillian, 25, mother of two children, 
narrated a sad tale in West Side 
Court when before Magistrate 
Renaud on the charge of crashing 
a window for the purpose of being 





arrested. 

Bobbie, a widow of almost a year, 
gobbed as she explained her plight. 
She quit the stage when her son, 
Edward, two years old, was born, 
She stated she had been in vaude- 
ville as a dancer. 

Her husband, former pugilist, Ed- 
ward Lewis, whom she said was a 
brother of the Ted (Kid) Lewis was 
killed in an auto accident a year 
ago in Jersey. Since then, she as- 
gerted, it has been one disappoint- 
men* after another. She declared 


she had no present address and her 
two children were with relatives 
and friends. 

Well dressed but wan, Bobbie 
frashed a show window of a shoe 
repair shop at 55th street and 8th 
avenue, Patrolman Arthur De Giuli 
of the West 47th street station, 
asked Miss Devoe why she had 
broken the window and she replied 
she was homeless, hungry and des- 
titute. 

“Officer, please arrest me. I have 
no place to sleep and am hungry,” 
she said. She told him she had 
just left Roosevelt Hospital, taken 
there after collapsing for the want 
of food. 

Finally Arrested 


“T asked several patrolmen to ar- 
rest me but they refused. They 
thought I was shamming,” asserted 
Miss Devoe. 

De Giuli took the former dancer 
to the West 47th street station 
where she was given some broth. 
She was arraigned the following 
morning in West Side Court. The 
defendant sobbed during her recital 
to the court. She told Assistant 
Dist, Attorney Harold Frankel she 
had contemplated suicide but lacked 
courage. Prosecutor Frankel con- 
ferred with the court. The latter 
urged that the dancer go to the 
Florence Crittenton Home. But she 
begged the court not to send her 
there, The magistrate cautioned 
Miss Devoe to cease breaking win- 
dows and suspended sentence on 
her. 

Mr. Frankel started a collection 
for the girl. Ralph delli Paoli, at- 
torney, took charge of the money 
and turned over to Miss Devoe $10. 
Mrs. Joel Isaacs, wife of a broker, 
took the dancer home with her and 
Promised further aid to the de- 
fendant. 





MARRIAGES 


Theodore Levin, attorney, to 
Kathryn Shapiro, non-pro, in Chi- 
cago, Dec. 6. 4 


Murie] Johnston to Wayne Euch- 
ner, Dec. 11, in New York. Groom 
is with Barney Gallant's nite club 
band. Bride is a_ professional. 
Lately sued daughter of Thomas 
Fortune Ryan for alienation of af- 
fections of her first husband, Bob 


Johnston, who was drowned last 
Summer. Case was settled out of 
court. 

Genevieve Kauffman to Dr. Abra- 
ham Fleischer, New York, Dec. 13. 
The bride is known on the concert 
stage as Genevieve Ames. 

Arthur Barry to Texas Roughton, 
at Macon, Ga. Bride is a non-pro 
and Macon girl; groom is manager 
of the Macon theatres. The Barrys 
have their home on College street, 
Macon. 

Josephine Johnson, pictures, to 

udley Murphy, screen writer, Dec. 
12 in Tia Juana, Mexico. 





BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Walsh, son, 


Dec. 9 in Hollywoed, Cal. Father 
is the film actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. S. C, Einfeld, daugh- 
ter, Dec. 11, in New York. Father 
: head of publicity for Warner 

ros. and First National. This is 
the Einfelds’ second child. 
—s and Mrs. Harry S. Miller at 
ma Women's Hospital, New York, 

©. 6, daughter. Mother profes- 
sionally Peggy Fears. They f> y-merly 
teamed in vaudeville. 


Williams Now Cleared of 
Charges on Bakay’s Death 


Spencer Williams, colored vaude- 
villian and composer, was freed of 
all charges growing out of the 
death of Hal Bakay, Negro night 
club entertainer, in Harlem re- 


cently. 

Williams and Bakay were alleged 
to have had a quarrel. Bakay in a 
stabbing affray in one of the speaks 
in the black belt, died after being 
removed to Harlem hospital. Wil- 
liams was arrested, charged with 
homicide and released on $500 bail. 
Before Magistrate Brough in 
Homicide Court last week witnesses 
swore Williams did not do the 
stabbing. The Court dismissed the 
charge and released Williams. 





Murder of Havana 
Nite Club Hostess 
A Novel in 2 Pages 


Havana, Dee. 7. 

One of the most gruesome and 
mysterious murders ever perpetrat- 
ed in this city has the Montmartre 
cabaret and one of its hostesses as 
the victim. 

Rachel Keitgers, 33, was found 
brutally murdered in the bathroom 
of her apartment. Her sweetheart, 





Alberto Jimenez, drummer of the 
Curbelo Orchestra, was arrested 
under suspicion, as was her ex- 


husband, Oscar Villaverde, former 


proprietor of Tokio Cabaret. 

La Keitgers arrived here from 
Paris in 1925 with Mme. Rasimi’s 
musical company. Villaverde fell in 
love with her. They were married 
here, leaving for Paris for their 
honeymoon. The marriage lasted 
'till December, 1929, when they were 
divorced, as Rachel wanted to re- 
turn to the night life, while her 
husband objected. 

After the divorce she started fre- 
quenting the night spots and finally 
landed in the Tokio Cabaret as a 
chorus girl. When this place closed 
for the summer she went to the 
Summer Casino. There she started 
an affair with Jimenez, the drum- 
mer. Although divorced, Villaverde 
and Rachel saw each other fre- 
quently and he had a key to the 
apartment. 

Not Suicide 

When the summer spot closed, 
she went to Montmartre cabaret as 
a hostess and the band also moved 
into that place. 

The discovery was made when 
Jimenez called at the house and 
phoned repeatedly, with no answer. 
As Rachel had been absent three 
days from ork, he became suspic- 
ious and asked the police to enter 
the apartment, At first the police 
thought it suicide, but when the 
autopsy was performed axe wounds 
were discovered. The arrests fol- 
lowed. 

Miss Keitgers leaves four houses, 
about $5,000 in jewels and a bank 
account of $7,000. She is survived by 
a son, 10, the woman had with a 
Frenchman, Villaverde took the boy 
as his own. 

The remains will be shipped to 
France for internment. 


Heiress Charged with 
Forgery in Will Contest 


Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 14. 
The former Parisian actress, Mrs. 
Florence Madeline Sanborn of 
Brookline, Mass., is charged in an 
affidavit filed in Superior Court with 
having forged two documents used 
in her successful attempt to break 


the $1,000,000 will of her father, 
John W. Walcott. 

Mrs. Simone Glunck, former maid 
employed by Mrs. Sanborn, made 
the affidavit, filed along with a mo- 
tion for a new trial. The ex-maid, 
in her sworn statement, said she 
saw Mrs. Sanborn prepare two 
notes, which she said were ‘planted’ 
in the Walcott residence. The notes 
were as follows: 

J, John W. Walcott, make this my 
last will and wish that my daughter, 
Madeline Florence, share equally in 
trust forever and residue with my 
other two children. J. W. W. July, 
1929.’ 

The other note: ‘I sent my daugh- 
ter, Florence, money to come hom* 
and wish her to share equally with 
my other two children. July, 1920." 














Band Costs Least 





Lucky Strikes paid $66 to the 
Siboney orchestra of Havana 
for its part in one of the usual 
weekly broadcasts. 

But it cost the cig firm $5,- 
000 for phone charges. 


BAT BUMPS AL INTO 
PUGILISTIC OBLIVION 


By JACK PULASKI 
Looked like the kid’s last fight 
at the Garden Friday (11) when Al 
Singer, in a comeback 
essayed to go against Bat Battalino, 
who knocked Al so silly the referee 
stopped the match early in the 
second round. The card for the 
benefit of the New York ‘American’ 
Christmas fund and at $5.74 top, 
drew nearly capacity. 

First round was remarkable and 
at the same time pitiable. It seems 
but a short while back that Singer 
was one of the cleverest and hard- 
est hitting lightweights in a gener- 
ation. He did win the champion- 
ship, but held it briefly, being 
knocked out by Tony Canzoneri 
with a tap on the chin. 

Fact that Al had gone out of his 
class to fight Jimmy McLarnin 
marked his decline, They told 
Singer he could lick Baby Face, but 
that proved a mistake. McLarnin 


in kayoing Singer must have in- 
jured the vertebrae in Al’s neck. 
The way he grasped it at the time 
indicated that and it. explains why 
Canzoneri was able to put him away 
so quickly and with so slight a 
punch. 

But there were plenty of hard 
wallops in the Battalino fight. Bat 
waded in and Singer sent in lefts 
and rights to the Connecticut Ital- 
ian’s face. Suddenly Singer went 
to his knees. Looked like he had 
been fouled. He arose with hardly 
a count, but was hurt. Staving off 
Battalino with his left Al looked 
at the clock and learned there was 
a minute to go. That disconcerted 
him. <As he backed across the ring 
Bat landed to the button and Singer 
fell flat. He tried to arise, fell 
back, but managed to get up. He 
pawed at Patsy Haley, the referee, 
apparently not able to see. That’s 
how groggy he was. 

Singer went down again but 
scrambled up. His actions after- 
ward were curious. He ran back- 
wards and in circles and all but 
jumped through the ropes. He was 
being pounded as the bell rang and 
saved him, 

Both Singer’s handlers were in 
the ring when the bell clanged for 
the second round and Haley could 
have disqualified him. Al rose and 
started boxing in his own corner. 
It was useless and the round had 
not gone 30 seconds before the bout 
was stopped. Singer at the time 
was gamely trying to stand on 
wobbly legs. 

A medical man at the ringside 
stated there was little doubt but 
Singer has a spinal injury and there 
is no doubt about his glass chin. 
His ring career looks about over. 

A puzzle was the betting, which 
switched around and favored Singer, 
who was reported entering the ring 
9 to 5. It still is a puzzle. Some- 
body must have sold the smart 
money something sour. 

The debut of Franta Nekolny the 
Checko-Slovakian welterweight was 
another interesting angle to the 
card. He is a well-muscled blonde 
with the loosest kind of shoulders. 
They tossed him against Andy Savi- 
ola, known to be a very tough bird. 
But Andy got knocked out in the 
fourth round, 

That is when the bout stopped, 
but Saviola quit. He was on one 
knee calmly listening to the count 
and would not. arise until he heard 
the full 10 seconds tolled. They 
claimed he was ill. 

During the third round Saviola 
indicated he was fouled, but did not 
go down. Just before the funny 
kayo he had taken a bad beating 
in his corner and the final blow 
from Nekolny seemed to be a tap 
on the head. The foreigner should 
be a money man from now on. Jack 
Curley dug him up on the other 
side this summer and is managing 
him. 

Battalino subbed for Kid Choco- 
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raigned in West Side Court before 
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Larceny Charge Against 


Hans Von Frauenhofer 
$8, 212 
Was ar- 


Hans von Frauenhofer, 
West 55th street, broker, 


Magistrate H. Stanley Renaud on 
the charge of grand  iarceny. 
Freauenhofer will have a hearing 
this week in Washington Heights 
Court. 

The broker was arrested at his 
home by Detective Jim McDonnell | 
of the West 68th street station. 
Klant, of the Times Square Hotel, 
alleged that she gave Frauenhofer 
$1,700 to send to the Photo Color 
Wolff-Heide Film Co., Berlin, 

The broker was said to be an au- 
thorized agent for the concern here. 
Miss Klant charged in her afiidavit 
that Frauenhofer appropriated the 
money to his own use. The trans- 
action occurred Dec. 10, 1928. 

Frauenhofer denied the chi: 
He obtained bail. 





Emi 


urge. 








Healy Gets Refund, 
Backenstoe Gets 0, 
Detroit Gets Monk | 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

In a private settlement agreed to 
in Attorney Harry Munns office the 
ease of ‘Joe Mendi II,’ theatrical 
monkey, seems at last to have been 
settled. No one is quite sure. Case 
remains one of the most compli- 
cated legal entanglements on rec- 
ord. 

Ted Healy, it seems, guarantees 
to return the monkey to Dr. Alfred 
Munson, the Detroit dentist, who 
bought the animal from Mrs. Irene 
Lee, mother of the Lee Girls in 
vaude. Monkey has been in custody 
in New York City, where Ted Healy 
sent it from Chicago, where it had 





Fun and Work Mixed by 


Marilyn Miller Any Old 
Time in East or West 


By RUTH MORRIS 
Marilyn Miller, in town to se6 
what New York productions contain 
possibilities for her next film, 
doesn’t worry and doesn't fret over 
analysis of her picture career. She'd 


lrather appear in musical comedy, 
| — . ra 

but if her contract calis for two 
more pictures with Warner, she 


doesn’t complain over a delayed re- 
turn to the stage. Instead of weep- 
ing over an enforced refusal of the 


starred part in the new Gershwin 
musical, she laughs and says it 
doesn’t matter. There'll be other 


offers on other days. 


Meanwhile, there's Hollywood 
which—for all her alliegiance to 


Broadway—Miss Miller refers to as 
‘home.’ 

I don’t know how long I'll remain 
in New York,’ explained the star, 
the simplicity of her blue gown cone 
trasted by sparkling baguette 
diamonds at her throat and brilliant 
stones encrusted in a large, diamond 
shaped pin and linked bracelet, ‘but 
I want to be home for Christmas, 
Hollywood's grand. I know every- 
one out there and we have lots of 
fun—though it’s a bit hard getting 
adjusted to the totally different 
hours of picture work.’ 

Rating Films 

Aside from its hours and the dis- 
comfit of working under brilliant 
studio lights, Miss Miller doesn’t 
ponder over the problems of cinema 
work. The happy-go-lucky star 
rates her films according to the one 
in which she enjoyed working most. 
That would be the last, ‘Her 
Majesty, Love.’ 

‘We had so much fun in that,’ said 
Miss Miller, overcome with reminis- 
cent laughter. ‘All my old friends 
were in the cast—Leon Erroll, who 
was in my first ‘Follies, W. C. 
Fields and Ben Lyon. We'd start 
working on a scene, playing quite 





appeared for two months with 
‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

Healy gets back his $700 cash 
bond he was compelled to post 
earlier in the litigation and Lou 
Backenstoe, supposed owner, for- 


gets all about his part of the prob- 
lem. 


DIFFERENT VERSIONS 
OF NEWBERRY-FOY JAM 


Two entirely different versions of 
the visit to New York by Barbara 
Newberry, last week, when she 
didn’t see her husband, Eddie Foy, 
Jr., will continue an indefinite argu- 
ment amongst the partisans of each. 

Foy’s friends met Miss Newberry 
upon her arrival in New York Tues- 
day (8) and asked her if she in- 
tended to return to Eddie. Miss 
Newberry is reported to have said 
she did not under any circum- 
stances. Foy was then asked by his 
friends if he desired to see his wife. 
Foy replied he did if she intended 
to return to him, otherwise no. 

Foy on Tuesday was just about 
coming out of the coma he had been 
in since collapsing on the stage of 
the Globe the Sunday evening pre- 
vious during a benefit perform- 
ance of ‘The Cat and the Fiddle.’ 
Attending him was Dr. J. W. Amey. 
As Foy was regaining conscious- 
ness, Dr. Amey called in Dr. Wex- 
ler, the specialist of Mt. Sinai Hos- 
pital, who examined and talked with 
Foy. The physician agreed that 
with Mrs. Foy antagonistic toward 
her husband and declaring nothing 
could induce her to return to him, 
it might be dangerous for Foy to 
have an interview with her in his 
condition. Though Mrs. Foy was 
in another room of the Max Hart 
apartment, where Foy was recover- 
ing, it was deemed advisable by the 
doctors that she not see him. 

Mrs. Foy Goes Back 

Wednesday night (9) Miss New- 
berry left New York for her parents’ 
home in Chicago. Before leaving 
she bitterly recounted a story of 
her treatment on behalf of her hus- 
band after she had returned to New 
York in haste to see him. Miss 
Newberry said her husband knew 
she had intended to file a divorce 
in Chicago; that they had 
talked it over and there was no oc- 
casion for him to collapse about it 
on Sunday night after having 
known it since the week before. 

Urgent messages by phone from 
friends of her husband to Chicago 
warned her if she did not return 
forthwith her husband's reason 








seriously. Before we knew what 
was happening we'd be hysterical 
and the director would have to call 
‘Cut.’ I’m afraid we annoyed him 
terribly—but we had a lot of fun.’ 

Miss Miller’s is the attitude of a 
girl, so familiar with the theatre 
| that its problems have no interest 
or significance above those of less 
glamorous careers. Stage work is 
her job and she does it without de- 
liberation. Work’s work, and fun’s 
fun, and she likes to combine both. 
Her one complaint against life, as 
she renews New York acquaintances 
and theatre-going, is that ‘Time on 
My Hands’ which has suddenly be- 
come a hit, was in her last show 
‘Smiles’ and Zieggy, who had no 
faith in the number. wouldn’t allow 
it to be plugged. That is the one 
observation she finds not worth 
laughing over. 





formed. Miss Newberry waited 
around all day Tuesday, she stated, 
without a ring. Around eight at 
night, deciding to wait no longer, 
she went to the Hart apartment in 
the Wyoming, but was not permit- 
ted to see Eddie, although she did 
see him in another room through 
an open door, sitting with several 
other people, the wife declared. 
Whereupon Miss Newberry deter- 
mined to return to Chicago. 

The positive fact about the Foys 
jam is that Mrs. Foy has filed her 
application for a divorce in Chi- 
cago and expects it to be granted 
almost any day now. She has asked 
for no alimony and says she wants 
nothing from Eddie excepting her 
freedom. 

As Barbara Newbgrry Mrs. Foy 
is well established in musical com- 
edy at a substantial salary. 

Charges and counter charges with 
denials are not receiving much con- 
sideration from the adherents of 
either side; it’s just the general 
proposition that this young couple 
has split, evidently for good. They 
have been married for around 18 
months. 

Foy is back in the cast of ‘The 
Cat and the Fiddle’ at the Globe, 
reappearing Wednesday (8). 

Decree in Chicago 
Chicaco, Dec. 14. 

Barbara Newberry’s divorce suit 
against Eddie Foy, Jr., was sched- 
uled for hearing this afternoon be- 





fore Judge Sabath in Superior 
Court. Phil Davis is representing 
Miss Newberry. 


No answer has been filed by Foy 





might be threatened in his serious 
state. Reaching New York, Miss 





late, who has dame trouble and was | Newberry added, she was met by 
sent back to Cuba. On Singer's | those friends, who questioned her. | 
showing the result might not have | Asking when she could see Eddie, | 
been much different. lthey teld her she would be in-! 


| to 


and Miss Newberry was expected 
win a divorce by default on 


' 
charges of cruelty. 


Miss Newberry is ted to at 
once return to New York efter see 


curing her divorce. 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Zero weather and ’way below. 

‘Stonewall, eh?’ Louie sighed. 

James Williams is an all-up pa- 
tient. 

Toni 
York. 

‘Jackson Beauty Rest,’ smiles our 
nurse. 

Fred Buck all up now, may banjo 
it soon. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 

George Harmon once 
after a siege. 

Merry Christmas to you all, sez 60 
showfolk patients, 

Mrs. Walter Golde, concert pian- 
ist, will winter here. 

Danny Murphy downtown pictur- 
ing it—some comeback! 

‘What kind of a mattress is this?’ 
says our Louie Sosonkins. 

Allie Bagley’s gritty fight showing 
up on the improvement side. 

Dan Astella gets 100% okay with 
added exercise; may leave infirmary. 

Lillian Zeigler up at times, show- 
ing up to the cure okay, and in two 
months. 

Eddie Voss now a co-worker in 
the research department, a wonder- 
ful comeback. 

Fred ‘Bone’ Bachman about ready 


Temple is going to New 


more okay 


for that up thing once more after 


two weeks in bed. 
Charley Bordley at his best show- 


ing up on the ok side with much 


exercise. His frau also. 


Francis Evans, a Ray Brook curer, 
resume 


left the Adirondacks to 
work. He will Times Square it. 


Frank Garfield first month show- 
ing 100% on the okay side, staging 
Mild exer- 


a wonderful comeback. 
cise. 


Jack Flaum, vaudevillian and ex- 


agent, a new arrival at the lodge 
on the up and up. 
rest. 


Joseph Parker, who saw service on 
the Paramount lot, is a newcomer at 
the lodge, a little run down, incipient 


case, 


To Santa Claus: We can offer you 
Xmas in Saranac providing you have 
-@ car and can carry another act|, Rainbow Inn 


with you. 


Bert Ford now the 


newspaperman, downtown errands 
for bed patients. He’s 100% on the 
okay side. 


Lawrence McCarthy licked a cold 
in two weeks; the bed thing did it. 
Now Mac is up once more banging 


piano for the diners. 

Harry Namba passes anothe 
milestone, refuses to add the fiv 
years he spent in bed. The old head 
walker is still holding his own. 

Which reminds me of the pictur 
star who was told to get under th 
ultraviolet ray lamp instead of th 
Kleig, and insisted on a retake. 

Aaron Shapiro of the radio field i 


a newcomer at the Clancy cottage, 
Trudeau, N. Y. Incipient case with 
a little static bothering the left side. 


Kitty Flynn will not spend th 
holidays on the big street as antici 
pated. She will eat the Xmas din 
ner here, then leave for home cook 
ing. 


Catherine Vogelle up for down- 
much 
also allowed 


stairs meals, short exercise, 
on the up and up; 
downtown pictures. 
year abed. 


Nice after 


Allie Bagley, Phyllis Milford, Ida 
Howard and Lawrence McCarthy, 
have 
Their theme song 


four of our gas 
formed a quartet. 
is ‘It Aint’ Going Rain Pneumo.’ 
Five were given the go-home oka 
last month and every one to resum 
work. The happy ones are Hele 


patients, 


Antalek, Bobby Hatz, James Can- 


non, 

Lewis. 
Dave (DDH) Hall, who is sti 

taking the ozone at 23% Frankli 


Andreas Erving and Jac 


street, holding his own and doing as 
well as can be expected. DDH, Jr., 
interested in local amateur plays, 


high-schooling it. 

Cheer up! 
You may get the germ or you ma 
not. And if you get the germ, yo 
have two chances. You may get th 
disease or you may not. And if yo 
get the disease, you have 
chances. You may die or you ma 
not, and if you die—well, you sti 
have two chances, 

Strictly bed patients who woul 


love a cheerful line are Edith Co- 
Annamae 
Powers, Dorothy Harvard, Ida How- 
Millie Jasper, 


hen, Martha Growald, 
ard, Lillian Zeigler, 


Angela Papulis, Lilly Leonora, Alli 


Bagley, Xela Winkler, Frisco De- 
Vere, Mike McNamee, Ford Ray- 





Denver 





R. J. Morrison on trip to Neb- 
raska. 
Jack Anderson, western divisio 


booker Uni, L. A., here on biz. 
Mayor deeds five lots to city, an 
president of council two, rather tha 
pay taxes on them. 
The Paramount is 
first time any first-run here ha 
done this. 
Out-of-town exhibs seen on th 
row: E. E. Catchploe, Eckley. Colo. 
Ed Schulte, Casper, Wyo.; Sid 


Needs a little 


mailman, 


You have two chances. 


two 


mond, Harry Namba, Ben Shaffer. 
Try it especially during the holidays. 


advertising 
‘Beau Hunks’ as a second feature— 


Wisebaum, Idaho Springs, Colo., and 
Chas. Simms, Trinidad, Colo, 
Marion Shockley (Denham stock) 
was called to Kansas City to the 
funeral of her fiance, Kenneth Tor- 
rence, killed in an auto accident. 


Holden Swiger, Denver manager, 
will speak before the Colorado 
White House Welfare Conference 


on the subject of child welfare and 
its relation to the theatre during 
convention here next month. 
Several changes have been made 
by Publix due to the closing of the 
Rialto: Bert Henson, Denver p.a., 
goes to Omaha, and M. B. Shuttee, 
former Rialto manager, takes his 
place; R. R. Adams, Denver man- 
ager, goes to the Paramount as p.a., 
and O. L. Simons, Rialto assistant, 
goes to Colorado Springs. 





New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





3eacon._ Nite Club has folded. 
Fox-Poli goes vaude Dec. 25. 
Joe Frankel in a New York hosp. 
Professional football ended in the 
red. 

Musicians’ concert and ball about 
a grand. 

Look for Steve Perutz’ spats any 
day now. 

Paddy Carter used to work for an 
undertaker. 

Wonder who won the Victor Hyde 
Frolic prize? 

Louis aBine all het up over im- 
pending vaude. 

Semon’s Club Colonnade down to 
$1 dine and dance. 

Meyer Sokoloff bobs up as mer. 
of local civic orchestra. 

Mary Phillips came back home as 
lead in ‘House Beautiful’. 

Nite spots figure they can survive 
with good Sat. nite trade. 

Russ Spang went hunting when 
the constable was looking. 

trying to boost 
trade with Mardi Gras nite. 

They ‘fixed’ Jack Devine’s $10 fine 
so it came out $30 and cosis. 
Peggy (Dead-Pan) Anson doing 
a stooge for Mike the Terrier. 
George Levin, local kid cousin of 
Eddie Cantor, training for stage. 
‘Vacation * ays’ wardrobe mis- 
tress spent Sunday by going to four 
movies. 

Kearney Walton should have 
those boyhood pictures of his quar- 
tet framed. 

When Barney Rapp wants to duck 
a dinner date he tells ’em he’s going 
for his car. 

So Julia Diane Jacobs wants this 
correspondent’s back files of ‘Va- 
S| riety’, does she? 

Dan Mulvey, ‘Register’ sports ed., 
doing a talking short review of 
Yale’s football season. 

e Racketeers claiming to represent 
-| ‘Associated Press’ soliciting period- 
-| ical subscriptions locally. 
- The Waterbury mob will love 
Louis Sobol’s crack about the Brass 
City being a ‘small town’. 

A. R. Teta hosted Edwin Franko 
Goldman for Musicians’ Ball—Eddie 
a! Wittstein dittoed Rubinoff. 

Harvey Cocks wants Bob Baral 
in Fort Wayne to know he saw that 
certain femme in.the burlesque. 

There was a guy around the Fox- 
College with a frying pan looking 
for the egg that Carnera’s act laid. 
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Riviera goes presentation. 
ll Champagne $3.50 quart. 
n{|made but good. 

Joe Bilbride digs in for the win- 
ter at Rex Arms. 

La Maire Tanner to spend holi- 
days in Salt -uake City. 

Byron Calhoun forgot he was ho- 
y | tel manager and is on crutches. 

u RitO President may have tab 
e gompeny when it reopens Xmas 
y | day. 

Gov. Olson, east for the Washing- 
y|ton gridiron dinner to visit Broad- 
1] | Way. 

3ill McMullin, most popular sleuth, 
a|on force, dropped his gun. Just a 
flesh wound. 

Ed Furni hitting the stage nightly 
‘in person’ to plug his coming Para- 
mount shows. 

e Johnny Hamp moves band into 
Lowry with ~red Waring reported 
set for New Year week. 

Arpiar Tufenk snow-shoeing in 
north woods on two weeks’ 


Home 


vaca- 
tion. Mystery where he’s getting 
snow. 

Jack Dempsey packed the new 


muny aud 11 with four exhibition 
rounds. Grossed $25,000 with Jack 
getting 50%. 

Commonwealth troupe folds at the 

Shubert next week with United 
n| Artists reported booked into house 
as a deluxer. 
a Lorraine Manders, Lyceum cash- 
n| ier, leading ‘most popular girl’ con- 
test for $100 prize offered by pop- 
corn concern. 

RKO Orpheum cut prices to four 
s| bits from 60 cents for week day 
nights, effective 14. On par with 
e|opposish Paramount, which has no 
;| stage show. Orpheum plays the in- 
tacts. 





Loop 


Ted Healy has a stooge payroll of 





$340. 

Martha Lavin converted to tid- 
dley-winks. 

Harry Woods here collaborating 


with Gus d<ahn, 
Fred Donaghey’s 
a study in affluence. 
Charlie Hogan’s mother sent him 
some home-made cake. 

Ted Healy raccoon-coating it at 
the first thermometer slide. 

Joe Fischer now selling five min- 
ute English lessons to the radio 
stations. 

James Wingfield is bursting with 
road tour ideas after two years of 
doldrums. 

Earl S. McRoberts and the missus 
are off to Florida the day after 
Christmas, 

Goodman Ace _ has_ succeeded 
George Brown as the loop’s most 
persistent gadder-about, 

Taxi Niles Trammel was bumped 
by another cab. Just a bruised 
shoulder for the NBC v.p. 

Though born and brought up in 
the Maine tall timber, Philips Lord 
refers to an elevator as a ‘lift.’ 

Eugene Castle spent 12 hours in 
town before going to Detroit to 
settle his film deal with Edse] Ford. 

Patricia Garrity, daughter of the 
Shubert exec, has her picture in 
shop windows all along State street. 

Ted Shawn coming to Orchestra 
hall for a dance recital after having 
steered clear of this town for al- 
most three years, 

George Wood back from the coast 
and likely to line up with Publix 
again for the contemplated return 
to flesh at Des Moines. 

Several legit managerial changes 
are on the fire, with one of the bet- 
ter known front-of-the-house vets 
due for early retirement. 

Grand now the stamping ground 
for the specs. Only other appear- 
ance of the season was at the 
Apollo, with ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

Vincent Bendix has donated his 
Gold Coast castle for a charity de- 
bate between Clarence Darrow and 
Horace Bridges on Dec. 18. 

Ashton Stevens will soon be tell- 
ing the radio fans how he achieved 
the heights. Life Savers have re- 
corded him for the ‘Success Report- 
er’ series, 

Dubbing themselves stooges for 
local columnists Jonas, Perlberg, 
Ann Jesselson, Phil Davis and Jack 
Horwits are suggesting a club of 
column-feeders to meet in Lindy’s. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Radio show at RKO Palace. 

Dr. Rockwell finally got a haircut. 

Pettee Sisters at Bill Foo’s New 
China spot. 

Charley Mack, Detroit booker, 
opens office here. 

William Quigley resigned as Pal- 
ace ass’t manager, 

Larry Knipper, 
Kay Bitte to merge. 

‘Frankenstein’ breaks Hipp’s rec- 
ord with third week. 

Orpha Towle, nitery songbird, is 
the mother of twins. 

Charley Cooley and his new frau 
join vaude dance set. 

Chinese Temple being made into 
exclusive private club. 

Pete Zick, electrician, wins RKO’s 
local handball tourney. 

Marshall Field, local maestro, re- 
covers from busted leg. 

Harriet Barton and Ruth King re- 
hearsing radio piano act. 

Stock playlets running 25 minutes 
clicking in Loew nahibs. 

Bobby Burns signs to teach hoof- 
ing lessons at Greystone, 

What’s happened to Frank Hines, 
Palace’s former manager? 

Patty Jean, WTAM health cultur- 
ist, to do vaude personals. 

Larry Norrett opens new music 
publishing house of his own. 

Morrey Brennan so0 wide 
couldn’t get into hotel elevator. 

Bone at Music Box doubled as 
trumpet soloist at RKO Palace. 

Mutual burlesk reopens Cameo 
Xmas Day, Dick Ziesler managing. 

Walker Whiteside signed by Rob- 
ert McLaughlin for his Detroit stock. 

Hollen’s Showboat is only whoopee 
joint with cover charge, $1.65 per 
head. 

WJAY has filed application to 
broadcast at night, using only 500 
watts. 

‘Disraeli’ revived for eighth time 
at Heights, due to request revival 
campaign. 

Offices at Loew’s State and Ohio 
look like speaks with new trick 
peek- holes, 

Pinky Hunter in Em Gill's band is 
hidir~ himself in one of those rac- 
coon coats. 

Majority of hostelries now extend 
free open house to show managers 
and press agents. 

Exhibs form social chub’ with 
charter membership of 76 and one 
buck annual dues. 

Gene and Glenn collected $3,700 
for newspaper Xmas funds during 
special song broadcast. 


first-niter, and 
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Ohio (legit) dark for two weeks; 





CHATIER 





local charity show, ‘The Fool,” by 
Sam Bradley, for Hanna, 

Floor show acts are doubling be- 
tween Lotus Gardens and Bamboo 
Gardens; about five shows daily. 

Addie Addison has quit ciggie 
smoking because they wouldn’t pay 
him enough for an indorsement. 

Louie Yuhas, pianist, and Thais 
Fredericks due to be sealed in April, 
with Leo Kirkel, fiddler, as best man. 

Howard Keegan joins Marie 
Diehl's stock, alternatnig between 
Liberty and Alhambra as male lead. 

Bert Todd and Vic Wolcott, ex- 
burlesk promoters, now managing 
grind pic house known as Great 
Lakes. 

L. Schlefinger appointed head 
booker for Warner’s Ohio houses. 
Ray Brown new district manager of 
out-of-town theatres. 

What great lover of the screen, 
Hollywood's favorite, once drove a 
bootlegger’s car in Akron? He sez 
he went to university there, but it’s 
not on the records. 

Coveted window display in old 
Higbee store was finally promoted 
by M. A. Malaney for Loew's, War- 
ners, ironically, have option on 
building for new theatre. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Don Bestor due back next week. 

Sue Carol laid up with a bad 
cold. 

Ponies have been good to Hod 
Williams. 

Jan Garber missed several dance 
sessions. Grippe. 

Frank Butler, the news hound, 
parted with his appendix. 

George Seibel, the crick, has 
10,000 books in his library. 

That silk top on Lew Joseph's 
new coupe is his pride and joy. 

It’s a boy at the Mark Shield’s 
home. Dad’s a big political writer. 

Magidson Twins, red-headed dan- 
cers, have landed at the Blue Grotto 
in Chi. 

Dick Ware has chalked off 10 
consecutive months as m. c. at Club 
Mirador. 

Phil Kramer, restauranteur, will 
be in with Eddie Klein on that new 
nite club. 

Mike Cullen eats four eggs for 
breakfast so Hazel’s going to raise 
chickens, 

Bill Lytle, veteran reporter, help- 
ing Karl Krug cover shows and pics 
on the ‘Press.’ 

Jackie Heller and Sunn O'Day, 
of the Benny Davis act, spent their 
lay-off at home here, 

Ruthie Miller (Mrs. Christy Wil- 
bert) helping Jerry Mayhall turn 
out units for the WB No. 2 Circuit. 

Frank Gollmar, a former judge, 
got that sheirff’s post everybody 
es Ray Sprigle, city ed, would 
and, 

Losing dough, George Jaffee 
claims, but he’s adding local gals 
to the runway, the big philan- 
thropist. 

Warners have loaned Bob Alton 
to the Skouras Brothers to produce 
for Ed Lowry at the Audubon in 
New York. 

Louise Snyder was hoarse for a 
week after screaming seven times a 
day as a plant for the ‘Franken- 
stein’ trailer. 

Books show George Sharp grossed 
over $700,000 with stock at the Pitt 
in four years, but ask him if he 
has any of it left. 

Earl Roeser sez the Palace is a 
nickelodeon ’cause he checks pack- 
ages free so that lops off a dime 
from the 15-cent admission tag. 


Montreal 


Shopping season started. 

Skiing starts on mountain. 

Al West in seats of mighty. 

Chief Carpenter back with 
zette.’ 

Bob Parson tears up sweepstakes 
tickets. 

Jimmy Adams 
Culbertson. 

Dave Trottier out $28 so far on 
penalty bets. 

B. M. Garfield claims nabes not 
feeling slump. 

George Cross, former usher, now 
treasurer, Palace. 

Minors law banning children 
films being ignored. 

Bill Lester starting right away 
with Christmas advertising. 

Gene Curtis pepping up 
with star favorites contest. 

Jim McDonagh groaning 
‘Americanization’ of hockey. 

Frank Calder hitting 
rougnnecks in their pockets. 

Jack Denny maintaining 
stand on NBC, from this city. 

Biggest department store bally- 
hoo of century on now in local 
press. 

Larry Stephens starts unemploy- 
ment relief shows in this city with 
gala performance at His Majesty’s. 
Dec. 27. 

Business leaders join in Christ- 
mas basket fund boxing show at 
Forum (15), with welterweight 
world championship for decision. 
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Hollywood 


Marian Dix going Honolulu. 

Cliff Work went as far as San 
Diego for proxies, 

Al Warner latest addition to KFI. 
KECA announcing staff. 

Joe Leo took in Caliente over the 
week-end, but stayed out of the 
casino. 

Town now sports a modern school 
of scientific piano tuning and jazz 
drumming. 

Reginald Denny’s front gate is 





like an executive door—must be 
opened by a buzzer. 
Evelyn Nair and Will Morgan, 


formerly with Waring’s Pennsyl- 
vanians, back home. 

There’s a Jack Warner, singer, 
actor and gagster, who has a par- 
ody news period over KNX. 

Iris, boulevard house, double-fea- 
tured ‘Susan Lenox’ and ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ last week at 25 and 40c. 

Death of a brother-in-law in 
Nebraska took J. W. Gillette, mu- 
sicians’ union pres., east for 10 
days. 

Tom Gallery tendered a testi- 
monial banquet at Olsen’s from the 


sport element. Dr. Harry Martin 
got the idea. 
Jim Jeffries throwing amateur 


fights at his ranch for his friends. 
He's still looking for a heavyweight 
with promise. 

Jack Jasper and Joe Steel, Rich- 
ard Barthelmess’ p.a., have pro- 
duced a three-reel novelty ‘Gaunt.’ 
Steel directed. 

Two song publishers, an ar- 
ranger and a music multigraph 
service all occupying one small of- 
fice on Cosmo street. 

Mother of Lola Adams Gentry ill 
in Indiana, so Film Board of Trade 
office is closed until first of year, 
with Mrs. Gentry east. 

George Stallings, who was pro- 
duction manager for Caddo, has 
gone with Reginald Barker and 
J. G. Hawks of Adventure Films. 

Hal Roach has named an ‘Our 
Gang’ comedy ‘Spanky’ after three- 
year-old Geo. Robt. Philips Mc- 
Farland, whose nickname is that. 

Gene Raymond threw a farewell 
party daily at Par’s cafe a week 
previous to his leaving for New 
York. Publicity dept. girls now 
looking for a new hero. 

Jimmy Walker slipped into Holly- 
wood for one day without any pub- 
lIcity. Entertained by a few friends 
then ducked to Santa Barbara, 
where he took off for N. Y. 

Plainclothes men watching the 
mechanical baseball game in a drug 
store near Pathe, so the studio 
crowd couldn’t make side bets, 
Everybody wise and no violations. 

Coming out here in September 
for a part in the Hope Williams 
picture that failed to start at Radio, 
Will Morgan, formerly with War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians, got his first 
film chance in ‘Alias the Doctor,’ 
the Barthelmess starrer at War- 
ners. 

Fox last week changed its pre- 
vious announcement to employees 
that they would have to work yes- 
terday (Sunday) and*next Sunday 
so they could have vacations on the 
Saturdays after Christmas and New 
Year, which both fall on Friday. In- 
stead, employees will have to work 
on the Sundays following each of 
the two holidays to make up for the 
holiday vacations. 








Jos. E. Widener arrived. 

Jack Taylor at Club Bagdad. 

Over 500 horses training at Hia- 
leah Park. 

Fred Tejan arrived with twenty- 
one polo ponies. 

Jerome Twinchell orchestra for 
the Pancoast hotel. 

Gar Wood is here with his speed 
boat, Miss America. 

Tom Thorpe named one of racing 
judges at Tropical Park. 

Twenty-four leading golf pros en- 
tered for the Miami open. 

Cotton club featuring breakfast 
dance early Sunday mornings. 

A. B. Chalk, local aviator, cast in 
‘Panama Flo’ being shot in Venice. 

Biscayne Kennel club began 59- 
day meet under new pari-mutuel 
law. 

Vivian Love, dancer recently in 
from Panama City, opened at Alca- 
zar Roof. 

Negro orchestra banned at dance 
by S. D. McCready, director of pub- 
lic safety. , 

Horses run at Tropical Park will 
not be allowed to race at Hialeah. 
The war is on. é 

Margaret Warn, Saratosa girl, 1s 
doubling for star in the Florida 
shots of ‘Panama Flo.’ 

The boys are getting ready to 
open the game rooms as usual, 
Nothing goes on the beach. 

Caribbean Clipper, giant sister of 
American Clipper, arrived and will 
go into service between South 
American points and here. 

It looks like Max Schmeling and 
Micky Walker may battle it out in 
the annual classic here in February. 
Local papers strong for the bout. 

Pa Stribling leases Biscayne fight 
club arena and will stage weekly 
bouts during the winter months. 
Howard Livingston, matchmaker. 
‘Pa’ also has a lease on the Madison 
Square Garden arena here. 
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TEMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 








Broadway 


Blue has the mumps. 
ck White is reset on B’way, at 


llyhoo. 
Pan chased Charlie Morrison to 


last week. 
Gordon Westcott back from’ some 
n acting. 
Dncster Erskin staff helping Ben 
Stein get started. 
Gilbert Miller’s wife recovering 
from appendicitis operation, 
B. 8. Moss reported opening his 
Flushing theatre in three weeks. 
Jack Osterman is running the floor 
ghow at the reopened Little Club. 
Cy Browning, Joe’s boy, has quit 
the stage to try short story writing. 
Ed Scheuing (NBC) flew to the 
Coast to see some prospective talent. 
New York auto cruising cops’ 
radio outfit now installed and work- 





Risce Lachman’s latest werry is 
the ‘fiscal year.” It happens so often, 
he claims. 

Cheapest spaghetti ever around 
Broadway. Two bits a stack in sev- 
eral places. 

Lew Hearn and Milton Cramer 
(Hotel Edison) to Bermuda (12) for 
10-day trip. 

Penthouse party celebrating 
marriage of Horace Liveright 
Elsie Bartlett. 

The Willie Moores are killing time 
until New Year's at the Moore villa 
in Palm Beach. 

Peter De Rose and May Singhi 
Breen celebrated their second wed- 
ding anniversary. 

Little club emerged Saturday from 
eamphor. M. c. is Jack Osterman 
plus ‘Playgirl’ floor line. 

Jesse -Williams, manager of the 
Plymouth, who fractured his skull, 
reported slightly improved. 

A Chinese boy attending college in 
New York is taking tap dance les- 
sons at Billy Pierce’s studio. 

The Marx cutups will pley around 
stages spon, but don’t know which 
ones; in theatres or studios. 

Fred Stone ordered anything that 
looked or sounded like dirt out of 
his new Shubert-directed show. 

Ed. East, half of NBC’s ‘Sister of 
the Skillet’ duo, will this week cele- 
brate his 16th wedding anniversary. 

The Seabury investigators are re- 
ported hovering around Jack Mc- 
oo Hoping for a Walker connec- 

on. 

Report had Elsie Ferguson head- 
ing a road ‘Barretts.’ Miss Fer- 
guson is in the south of France, 
indef. 

Taxicab meters in New York are 
running quite honestly. When wrong 
they are as often under as over the 
accurate amount, 

Nan Halperin, headlining the 
Coliseum bill starting Dec. 12, was 
forced to cancel just before open- 
ing, owing to illness. 

That first line of the song ‘Crosby, 
Columbo and Vallee’ as Jean Mallin 
sings it jolts many a swanky guest 
at the Richman Club. 

Bernice O’Neal’s father, Jimmy, 
and her husband, Sammy Tishman, 
are both in the agency biz, but the 
agent for the revived O’Neal Sisters 
act as Weber-Simon. 

‘Three Little Columnists of Broad- 
way,’ a ditty sung first at Heywood 
Broun’s birthday party, going into 
his new revue. The two Liefs and 
Mickey Cleary authored it. 

The wife of Dave Ferguson, 
RKO’s house manager at the Colo- 
nial, New York, known profession- 
ally as Vera Cole, is coming back 
to vaude on her own as a single. 

A $1 lunch at the new Joe Zelli 
Place seems to attract an unusual 
crowd of women daily. Puzzle is 
where the women come from and 
how they discovered Zelli’s non- 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


the 
and 








Jack Hylton and his orchestra 
Save two recitals here. Big. 

Lola Gere and Lajos Laurisin, 
Soprano and tenor at the Budapest 
Opera House, married. 

Ronald Colman here. Lost a 
Pearl tiepin in the street and found 
it again—$5,000, so story goes. 

Ferenc Molnar investing in house 
Property. Considered safest place 
to put royalties accumulating in 
this country. 

Lya de Putti, who died in New 
York, leaves divorced husband, Zol- 
tan Szepessy, and two grown-up 
daughters here. 

Jan Kubelik divorcing Marianne 
Szell, Hungarian aristocrat, after a 
marriage that lasted 20 years. 

hey have seven children. 

Picture censors vetoed 
week: ‘Road to Paradise,’ ‘Die 
Braven Suender,’ and another Ger- 
man film, ‘Trara um Liebe.’ 

Erzsi Pechy, musical comedy star, 
now in ‘White Horse Inn,’ married 
Baron Leo Gariboldi. The marriage 
of Erzsi’s daughter by her first 
sneae took place on the same 

Vigszinhaz, stock troupe, stunt is 
an arrangement with 25 Budapest 
Stores which take used tickets for 

igszinhaz performances in pay- 
ment for 10% of the price of any 
Object bought. On producing evi- 
dence that you have been at Vigs- 
zinhaz last night you get 10% re- 
duction. 

Guest artists pertenminat wane 
Rot allowed to export theif money. 
Must either , spend or, deposit. 


in one 





Margherita Salvi, soprano, bought 
frocks with hers; Anna Maria 
Gueglielmetti, the Italian coloratura 
singer, invested in jewelry, and 
Bronislavy Hubermann, _ violinist, 
bought entire stock of railroad 
tickets in advance for half a year. 


Berln 


By Max Magnus 








Luis Trenker in Zurich. 

Dr. Henkel back to P&@ris. 

Lucien Mandelik again well. 

Liane Haid back from Meran. 

George E. Cann awfully busy 
here. 

Paul Ludwig Stein and wife here 
on vacation. 

Charles Boyere here for a few 
days on a visit. 

Brigitte Helm 
from her husband. 

Lily Darvas plays the lead in the 
new play of Lengyel. 

Max Koilpe, young hit writer, had 
a slight motor accident. 

Ernst Wolff is the first director 
of shorts of Tobis- Universal. 

Leo Carstens gives up his hair- 
dresser parlor at Kurfuerstendam. 

Richard Eichberg intends to go to 
Egypt for three months for recuper- 
ation. 

Tamara Desni, daughter of Xenia, 
was elected Queen of the Russian 
Press Dance. : 

Carl Freund writes enthusiastic- 
ally from Hollywood about his 
work and life there, 

Zise Eckersberg has written a 
comedy in which she will play her- 
self, i. e., an actress. 

The four Queens, American danc- 


seeks a divorce 


ers at the Wintergarten, aroused 
interest by their charity. 
Heinrich Schlusnus, tenor, no} 


longer with State Opera for not 
agreeing to decrease of wages. 

Carl Meinhardt after a long in- 
terval, appears again on the stage 
as actor, at the ‘Lessing theatre’. 

Anni Markart, Viennese actress, 
marries the former gigolo Dajou, 
now owner of the much frequented 
restaurant Quartier Latin. 

Ernst Guenther Techow, Para- 
mount’s publicity manager here, 
travels with Paramount's ‘American 
Tragedy’ through the province and 
holds lectures, 

Wolf-Albach-Retti, Viennese ac- 
tor, will be partner of Lillian Har- 
vey in the next Ufa picture, ‘Zwei 
Herzen’ und ein Schlag’ (‘Two 
Hearts and One Stroke’). 


Ottawa 


Wallie McKay gets himself elect- 
ed president of Ktwanis at last. 

Leonard Bishop comes back to be 
manager of the Rideau, opened re- 
cently. 

Sam McVeigh tries to spend $1,800 
but newspapers say no and money 
stays in city treasury. 

All hope of professional hockey 
for Ottawa vanishes; club franchise 
being sold to pay debts. 

Howard Knevels compares notes 
with others who have had a tooth 
extracted, gas vs. novocaine. 

The Governor-General and Lady 
Bessborough urge revival of the 
stage through a drama league. 

Sir Wilfred Grenfell, in town on 
a visit, endorses ‘Viking’ and Gren- 
fell Labrador Mission gets split on 

ate. 

. Ottawa’s City Hall, iong a white 
elephant, is torn down and city 
fathers established in a rented office 
building. 

P. J. Nolan of the Avalon thanks 
the public for not electing him to 
City Council ‘because I can now at- 
tend to my own business.’ 

‘Feast of Conception,’ religious 
holiday observed by government, 
gives break to Ottawa theatres in 
midst of Christmas shopping. 


Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 














Arthur Edwards East to stock. 

Howard Spiers nite-clerking at 
the Cornwall. 

George Bradley running his tin- 
emithing bus. 

Geo. Secord suing for salary in 
stock at Saskatoon. 

Charley Wright gets letter from 
Jack Kennedy (Hollywood). 

Many amateur concerts being held 
in RKO Winnipeg on Sundays. 

Local stagehands ‘catch’ an odd 
week at the Walker or Playhouse. 

Albert Hebert moves out of his 
office over Dominion theatre. Too 
cold. 

E. FE. McLaskey, former owner of 
Dominion, now teaching music 
across the line. 

‘H. E. G.,’ local columnist, pans 
Winnipeg audiences as the worst 
behaved on record. 

Jack Dempsey here Tues., 15, at 
Amphitheatre. Will box Charlie 
Belanger, local fav. 

Jack Byron, stage mgr. RKO 'Peg, 
recalls old times. Tells of burlesque 
co. with Roscoe Arbuckle at the old 
Unique. Chaplin getting fired at the 
Dominion from Fred Karno’s old 





act. 











Chain letters pouring in. 

Prices of liquor not falling. 

Izzy Percival touring Italy. 
Jerry Allen has gone Russian. 
Jacques Varenne in a new film. 
Corsican bandits surrendering. 
Walter Rummell being divorced. 
The Pitoeffs panned in Versailles. 


Ivan Mosjoukine trying midget 
golf. 

The bridge hounds are starting 
again, 

No one has seen Preston Sturges 
lately. 

Soviet films still drawing high- 
brows. 


Chanel no longer as autocratic as 


before. 

Dolly Davis an enthusiastic ice 
skater. 

Jack Henley speaks three lan- 
guages. 

There is a new Gandhi toga 


around. 

‘Judith’ retreating from the boards 
quickly. 

Lilian Harvey passing en route to 
London, 

Cole Porter is late in coming over 
this year. 
Dirty 
standstill. 

Skirts predicted over the kness 
for spring. 

Falstaff bar latest hiding place 
for petters. 

Bob Benchley has an idea for a 
Paris story. 

Henry Bernstein has gone society 
with a bang. 

Lots of sales of men’s clothing 
before Xmas. 

Vincent d@Indy death a 
French music. 

Book stores put of ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra.’ 

Milton making a picture away 
from Pathe-Natan. 

Sunday football games detract- 
ing from matinees. 

Barbara Field is going home fora 
visit next summer. 

Beulah Livingstone 
showings for Berlin. 

Scotchmen pretty well lit at the 
Dome around 4 a. m, 

One can eat for hours at the Del- 
monico Dollar Lunch. 

Tax on passes at Ray Ventura 
concert was 48 cents. ; 

Frank Scully submerged in praise 
for Shaw’s biography. 

And how they are making Fran- 
cois Coty pay alimony. 

Jos Schildkraut talking French in 
the ‘Blue Danube’ film. 

Lora Hays going home right after 
Xmas with her mother. 

Raoul Whitfield still dealing with 
Paramount over stories. 

Noel Coward coming back this 
way from South Africa. 

Paul Cavanaugh back to Holly- 
wood after eight weeks. 

The idea to form a Women’s 
Newspaper, Club a fizzle. 

Mary Glory to Brussels to pre- 
side at picture festivities. 

Boiled shirts at the presentation 
of Paramount’s ‘Mistigri.’ 

Mrs. Piperno one of the hand- 
somest Paramount ladies. 

‘X-27’ will be the dubbed version 
of Dietrich’s ‘Dishonored.’ 

George M. Cohan in and out of 
town quietly and quickly. 

Jean Marietti, playwright, cashing 
in on the Irish sweepstake. 

Sultan of Morocco among many 
visitors at Joinville studios. 

Sylvia Lyon showing friends her 
first article in ‘Vanity Fair.’ 

Women revolt at realistic scenes 
in ‘The True Face of Africa.’ 

John Weld likely to change his 
typewriter for a megaphone. 

Edward Klein around the 
bank, though living in Passy. 

Maud Loty raising the dickens 
with her cast by improvising. 

French government jacking up 
telephone and telegraph tolls. 

Almost a riot for seats at the 
opening of Palais Royal show. 

Edwin Williams en route to Bom- 
boy to join Henry Hathaway. 

Ed Haffel working overtime on 
his book on women dramatists. 

Lots of the important social reg- 
isters not going home this year. 

American film execs. pricing 
French farms and racing stables. 

Mrs. Erskine Gwynne off to New 
York but denying divorce rumors. 

Mrs. Lachman beaming at the 
success of her husband’s ‘Mistigri.’ 

May Mott Smith off to Corsica to 
write biographies of leading bandits. 

Paul Fejos scanning the Paris 
stage for all his cast in ‘Fantomas.’ 

Russian gyps deflated, and offer- 
ing table d‘hote dinners at 80 cents. 

Warners admitting young Doug 
Fairbanks in French pictures can 
sell. 

Raymond Duncan gathering up 
his all and hurrying back to the left 
bank. 

‘Twenty-four Hours in the Life 
of a Woman’ the title of new Guitry 
piece. 

Jean D’Arcy staying on for an- 
other two months then back to New 
York. 

Charley Merz back from the Rivi- 
era and from being kidnaped in 
Corsica. 

Glen Ellyn doing 


postcard business at a 


loss to 


arranging 


left 


Montparnasse 


with French picture producers and 
journalists. 

John Craddock gets all the new 
books sent to him by New York 
publishers. 

Lucien Beebe’s interview with El- 
mer Rice raised a row among Paris 
intellectuals, 

With the pound falling, a lot of 
people are running over to London 
to buy things. 

Indian religious- dance recitals 
given by Menaka, whose real name 
is Leila Spkhey. 


Jacques Catelain making first 
stage appearance in Henry Hull role 
of ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

Jeanne Helbling and Pauline 
Garon signing the visitor’s gold 
book at the Lido. 

Jeff Dickson has, financed the 
quick-lunch parlor near his new 
Palais des Sports. 

Jean Renoir, motion picture di- 


rector, getting picture money from 
coal mine owners. 

Michel Simon stands a chance of 
becoming a younger and more hu- 
morous Lon Chaney. 


Pierre Braunberger proud of his 
film, ‘M’selle Nitouche,’ is booked 
into the Paramount. 


Ciaudette Colbert is expected over 
in the spring for Paramount French 
and English versions. 

The leading bars in town are now 
The Silver Ring, the American Le- 
gion, and Le Grand Vatel. 

Henri Garat’s charming accent 
when talking English may result in 
his becoming a matinee idol. 

Honore Palmer and his brother, 
d’Orsay, back to U. S. for two years. 
Got to get started on a career. 

Paris gone mad on coon shouters, 
with Bricktop and Dinah at op- 
posite ends of Paris, both big. 

Dresses on the Champs Elysees 
selling fpr $6 and the first thousand 
women got mobbed in the rush. 

Where is Daphne, the pretty Eng- 
lish mannequin, who had to leave 
Lanvin due to foreign labor laws? 

Ashton Knight is the only Ameri- 
can exhibiting at the annual salon 
of the Circle Artistique et Litter- 
aire. 

Some Brussels exhibitors writing 
Natan to find out where the Bel- 
gian national picture week will be 
held. 

The Volterras and Milton at the 
Croix du Sud with Josyane, hold- 
ing a long conversation at their 
tables. 

Somebody’s going to have to help 
the hundred almost starving Ameri- 
cans on the left bank who refuse to 
go home. 

Intermissions of 45 minutes at the 
Theatre Fontaine opening with the 
curtain on second act going up at 
11:05 p. m. 

Princess Ululani, niece of the last 
Hawaiian queen, singing the title 
role in ‘Madame Butterfly’ at the 
Opera Comique. 

‘Yetta,’ an English girl who has 
been working as a mannequin here, 
chosen for Venus in London pro- 
duction of ‘Die Schone Helena.’ 

Society turnout for private show- 
ing of Bankhead film at Washington 
Palace means 50 bottles of cham- 
pagne for the house at four bucks a 
throw. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carol Graham and 
Garrett Graham off to the Island of 
Majorca, after visiting the French 
battlefields with the Bill Karneys 
and Helen Meinardi. 

Marcel Pagnol practically living 
in the entrance hall of the Theatre 
de Paris, previous to the opening of 
‘Fanny,’ and entirely changing an 
act two days before the opening. 


Riviera 


By Frank Scully 








Season’s opened—cold. 

Chauncey Olcott’s here. 

Gigoloafers biting their nails. 

Alice Terry directed Rex Ingram. 

Mrs. Harry Frazee gala—dining. 

Cooks and Wagon Lits (Pullmans) 
merged. 

Germans producing in Nice are all 
‘barons.’ 

Chain-letters for floppo stars new- 
est plague. 

Dagmar Godowsky and her ‘Mutz’ 
in Cannes, 

Marriage of ex-Sultan’s daughter 
cash-down job. 

Ronald Colman hiding, at Hotel du 
Cap, Cap d’Antibes, 

Rene Blum again directing Monte 
Carlo’s Casino theatre. 

Slices into E. Phillips Oppenheim’s 
villa at Cagnes are lost balls. 

Andre Englemann rides horses 
when directors are not riding him. 

Talbot Taylor, James R. Keene's 
partner, thinking changing his biog, 
‘Between Panics,’ to ‘The Depression 
Racket.’ 

All English cars have B. G., which 
sounds like a plug for British Gau- 
mont. 

Pants pressers, hardest hit by de- 
pression, now bill themselves ‘valet- 
chefs.’ 

Quai des Etat Unis (United States 
3oardwalk) has been widened, but 
nobody on it. 

Gould opening new hotel at Beuil 
for ski jumpers, with 20-minute 
flight from Nice to mountain takeoff. 

Maybe Benita Hume never would 
have gone to Radio if she hadn't lost 








all that sugar in the Cannes Casino, 


Egypt 


By Edward Asswad 





Baron Henry Rotschild, of Paris, 
in Cairo. 

Evelyn Novelly at the Perroquet 
cabaret, Cairo. 

Amina Rizk, Egyptian actress, 
back from Paris, with the other 
members of Ramses company. 
French theatrical troupe of Fer- 
nande Albany is now concluding at 


the Kursaal, Cairo, after having 
scored in Alexandria. 

Yussef Wahby entered into an 
agreement with the Royal Cinema 
in Cairo for the exhibition of his 
Franco-Egyptian film, ‘The Sons of 
the Rich.’ 


The Gaumont Palace of Cairo has 
purchased the rights of exhibition of 
the Egyptian film entitled “The Re- 
morse,” produced by the celebrated 
star Assia. 

Egyptian film company recently 
formed as Nahas-Sphinx Films to 
produce all Arabic films of Egyptian 
propaganda. Producer manager, 
Mario Volpe. An Arabic talking film 
is being produced having as cast 
George Abiad, Ahmed Allam, Steph- 
ane Rosti, Mohamed Abdalla, Amy 
Fahmy, Nadra Amina, Nadia, Liane 


Darvyl, Daisy Palma and Fatma 
Hussein. Talking part will be pro- 
duced in Rome where the artists 


will go in December. 





London : 


Sinclair Hill on a reducing diet. 
Max Milder likes Swiss cottage. 
Renate Muller here and staying 
over. 
Cedric Belfrage het up at ‘Variety’ 
notice. 
Fenn Sherie back 
racket. 
Harry Marsh getting photographed 
around. 
The late Solly Joel’s yacht sold for 
$200.00. 
Joe Hanley (WarnersP likes mar- 
ried life. 

George Mozart 
talker role. 

Paul England at Wetherby’s, in 
the Strand. 

All-Spanish football side arrived 
in England. 

Swaffer said ‘The Red Light’ just 
put itself out. 

Garry Allighan says he’s through 
with stunting. 

Why do all the good golfers play 
the Palladium ? 

Frank Ditcham giv’n’ 
Universal spiel. 

Get a load of Dora: Maughiin as 
revue producer. 

Grace Lane at the Buy British 
campaign arcade. 

Hugh Anderson and the London 
climate don’t agree. 

Campbell Dixon, new film man 
on ‘Daily Telegraph.’ 

Carlton, only sessional cinema in 
West End, gone grind. 

Harry Rowson in a negotiation 
tangle with Paramount. 

Dora Maughan went to Birming- 
ham and stayed the day. 

May Shepherd autobiographing 
for the ‘Sunday Express.’ 

Jack Buchanan judging dress 
competition at Selfridge’s.. 

Dillon Daman in the former Leila 
Stewart chair at Warners. 

Most hotels here now offer cut 
rates to visiting film stars. 

Kit Cat.reopening sees the alleged 
home stars on table parade. 

Jack Hulbert talking his film 
prospects over with Ufa execs. 

Nelson Keys giving charity shows 
now; just a sign of the times. 

Decima Moore, retired stage act- 
ress, making talker debut at 62. 

Bishop of London latest convert 
to Sunday opening of picture houses. 

Foreign artists said to owe Eng- 
— government £50,000 in income 
ax. 

Scott Sanders has interest in Jo- 
SS See business as side 

Roy Simmonds, the Fox s 
hound, and a new batch of carane 
tions. 
; jee ag 9 Seay eeareply circu- 
arizing Geo tkins : 
wih thee rge on no longer 

Irving Harris doing the p.a. for 
Benita Hume and publishing his 
own salary. 

Ted Trevor (formerly Ted Trevor 
and Dianah Harris) taking a fling 
at cabarets. 


It being near Xmas looks like the 


in the space 


playing his first 


‘em some 


Carl Brisson publicity will start 
most places again. 

Ronald H. Anderson, formerly 
with His Master’s Voice, now with 


Peter Maurice Music Co. 

Ritz and Carlton hotels aban- 
doned dance bands, after several 
years, to cut down expenses, 

Evelyn Laye denying rumored 
marriage to Frank Lawton, but 
agrees they are great friends. 

Ludwig Satz’ cherished posses- 
sion is cable from Belasco calling 
him ‘the greatest actor in the 
world.’ 

Pat Waddington and Pat Coch- 
rane at the Mayfair, just a stop- 
gap on account of the Mangan show 
falling through. 

Oscar Denes (pronounced Danish) 
can’t quite make up his mind to ac- 
cept Palladium engagement. Thinks 
it would lower his prestige. 

Ostrers threw party at Kit-Cat 
to celebrate success of ‘Congress 
Dances,’ currently at Tivoli, with 
most of the stars in the picture 
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Washington 


By John Daly 





Nelson Bell down with la grippe. 

Jim Ring father of a baby girl. 

Channing Pollock addresses his 
old gang at the Press Cub. 

Richard Westwood editor of ‘Na- 
ture Magazine,’ writes a play. 

Ernest Hackett going in for lit’ry 
work after leaving ‘The Post.’ 

Alice White to hospital for ear 
operation, but the show goes on. 

Harry Crull using circus to put 
the Fox over, and getting results. 

Mabelle Jennings and Andy Kelley 
rivals on the air with dramatic 
columns. 

Phil Laucks, managing director 
American Broadcasters’ Association, 
off to New York. 

Wallace Munro invites Ambassa- 
dor Paul Claudel of France to attend 
Balieff’s ‘Chauve-Souris.’ 

Capt. Jimmie Archibald, the old 
war correspondent, goes back to 
Hollywood to make a picture. 

Patent Office rules against use of 
‘Amos 'n’ Andy’ name on any com- 
mercial article without authority. 

Congressman Vincent Carter goes 
to a rummage sale, removes his hat 
—and a smart sales girl sells the lid. 

Town believes Hoover may make 
his first appearance in the theatre 
when Maude Adams comes to town. 

Percy Crosby denounces Bernara 
Shaw in ‘paid ads,’ blaming the 
Irishman for the ‘National Hunger 
March.’ 

Harry Hammond (‘Headline’) 
Beall loaned by Hollywood to stage 
a publicity campaign for Filipino in- 
dependence. 

Jim Preston resigns as superin- 
tendent of the Senate Press Gallery 
after 27 years, and the newspaper 
boys throw a banquet. 


Albany 


By Henry Retonda 








Daughter of E. A. Pierson, of Clay- 
ton, married. 

Sobel & Sternberg are planning a 
new house at Boonville. 

Lou Lazar and Wilbur Grant in 
Buffalo on booking deals. 

Warner's Lincoln at Troy has been 
wired with Western Electric. 

Qld RKO Proctor house (pictures) 
closed, reopening Christmas eve. 

Publix new house at Glens Falls 
to open within two weeks. Seats 
2,000. 

Charles Berry is building a new 
house at Port Henry. Ready in Feb- 
ruary. 

Harry Black, manager of Palace, 
Albany, is a brother of Maurice 
Black, movie heavy. 

State, Buckley house, has changed 
from a double feature to one second 
run. Top price same, 25. 

Lita Grey @haplain folded her act 
at RKO Palace Friday night, report- 
ed here to start rehearsals in Broad- 
way musical. 


Aged folks in various institutions |. 


around Albany invited by Strand 
management to ‘Madelon Claudet.’ 
Scores attended. 

Film row visitors last week in- 
cluded Bill Kennedy, Maurice Sil- 
verman, Frieder and Grossman and 
all the Utica exhibitors. 

Martha Hinman, with the Deni- 
shawn dancers, is a daughter of Su- 
preme Court Justice and Mrs. Har- 
old Hinman, of Albany. 

Graham Harris, of NBC, was in 
Albany to start a symphony orches- 
tra and at the first rehearsal about 
60 musicians attended. Expect or- 
ganization to be permanent. 

Hugh Herndon, famous flier, son- 
in-law of W. W. Farley, of Albany, 
a Schenectady exhibitor, pursued by 
jinx. He is under arrest near Pough- 
keepsie following an automobile ac- 
cident. 

Palace has dropped its children’s 
price at night. They were admit- 
ted for 15 cents when house first 
opened, but so many got in unac- 
companied and made such noise that 
60 cents is now charged. 


Westchester 


By Al Crawford 








Feds raided $100,000 distillery in 
Ossining. 

Briarcliff Lodge, ace hotel of coun- 
ty, has straightened out its financial 
difficulties. 

Robert Goldblatt, boss of Music 
Halil, Tarrytown, and Mrs. Lulu B. 
Williams wed. 

Victor M. Earle, non pro, Scars- 
dale, married Marian Litonius, ac- 
tress, New York. 

‘Honeyboy Minstrels’ name picked 
for Sing Sing inmates’ annual show 
current this week. 

Mortgage of $2,400,000 on West- 
chester Country Club property at 
Rye was recorded. 

Ben Greet to give Shakespeare at 
county center week of Dec. 28. ‘Ham- 
let’ and five other old standbys. 

Henry A. Carey, New Rochelle, 
head of corporation that is to pub- 
lish ‘Leader,’ new daily in that city. 

William Scharfenburg, 59, musi- 
cian Little Brau Hous, Yonkers res- 
taurant, died of heart attack on trol- 
ley car. 

RKO theatres in Mt. Vernon, New 
Rochelle and White Plains gave 
away an oil burner and cost of in- 
stallation last week. Result of a 
hookup with ABC compai.y. 

‘Bucky’ O’Neil and Jimmie Raime, 


indicted for murder of Bob Mason, 
speak owner, in White Plains, last 
March, surrendered to D. A. Coyne 
last week. Pair pleaded not guilty 
to second degree charge. 

Circulation rivalry between ‘Her- 
ald’ and ‘Statesman’ in Yonkers at 
keen pitch. ‘Statesman’ giving kids 
toy express wagon as prize for se- 
curing two six-month suvs. 
while ‘Herald’ produced complete 
feature pic., with Yonkers locale, 
which was showa at RKO Proctor’s. 
‘Herald’ now has troupe of Filippino 
top spinners on street teaching 
youngsters tricks in manipulation of 
the yo-yo. Oct. ABC statement gives 
‘Statesman’ the edge on circulation, 
although ‘Herald’ had long held the 
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By Wood Soanes 
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T. & D. scheduled for holiday re- 
opening. 

Lew Osterle has pulled the Roxie 
out of the red. 

George Ebey meditating on re- 
opening of Fulton. 

Frank Newman at new Para- 
mount, opening Dec. 15. 

Norman Field running dramatic 
school and little theatre. 

Phil Phillips, gen. p. a. for East- 
bay Fox, at Fox-Oakland. 

The Dickens Fellowship produced 
its annual play for charity this 


season; ‘David. Copperfield,’ with 
amateur cast. 
Negro Little theatre launched 


with successful one-act program in 
Lincoln auditorium, Berkeley. Cast 
mostly from U. of Cal. 

Horace Greenlin doing publicity 
at Roxie; George Huey, ditto at 
new Paramount; Phil Phillips 
doubling in brass at Fox-Oakland. 
A novelty in silent exploitation by 
Don Austin of the Orpheum. Dur- 
ing ‘Are These Our Children?’ his 
ushers wore sailor suits. Next pic- 
ture, ‘Suicide Fleet.’ 

‘The Red Comet,’ war comedy by 
Josephine Morgan, produced by 
Norman Field and amateurs for 
benefit of American and Canadian 
legions. Players use auditorium of 
Business and Professional Women's 
club here. 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 








Sammy Siegel in from Seattle. 

Al Wood and Eddie Tamblyn off 
for Chi. 

Henry Starr switched from KPO 
to KYA, 

John Bruce's col. 
‘Call-Bulletin.’ 

Al Blum (Al and Gussie) back 
from New York. 

Howard Hughes up for a visit; 
Loretta Young, another visitor. 

Paul Ash about the only guy in 
town carrying a cane and getting 
away with it. 

Frank Shaw and Sammy Rosey, 
vacationing in Reno, went to a fire 
and found it was Frank’s car. 

FWC art dept. on a ‘No Swearing’ 
campaign costing a nickel a cuss. 
Al Bergren already $3.90 in the red. 

Hotel St. Francis back under the 
Crocker interests’ wing after United 
Hotels failed to pay off a sécond 
mortgage. 

Understood Dobbsie (Hugh Bar- 
rett Dobbs) takes a cut in his $83,- 
000 a year when he moves from 
NBC to CBS Jan. 1. 

During ‘Frankenstein’ Orpheum 
had an ambulance in front of the 
house. When a guy threw a fit in 
the lobby driver couldn’t start the 
amby. 

Jeanie Macpherson, accompanied 
by her mother, chauffeur and Rolls 
Royce, here gathering data on the 
Mission district for a new film she’s 
penning. 

Harry Ettling preparing his 18th 
annual New Year’s day show for 
San Quentin convicts. Also helping 
Clara Phillips, ‘hammer murderess, 
to stage a Xmas Eve ‘On With the 
Show’ for women inmates. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 


— 


Lots of Christmas shoppers. 

Work on new City Auditorium 
will commence soon. 

Roy Dunnuck has taken over the 
Lyric at Hiawatha, Kans. 

E. O. Briles has opened his new 
Lyric, Neosho Falls, Kans. 

‘Dracula’ at the Shrine 
torium drew good business. 

Thirty-three-story Ramsey Towee 
building opened. Cost $2,000,000. 

Gov. Bill Murray of Oklahoma 
will speak on ‘Temperance’ in 
Washington City. 

Total of 500 pairs of shoes were 
obtained by a special ‘shoe matinee’ 
at Dare’s Rosedale. 

Adla Avery, manager Publix Cri- 
terion, Oklahoma City, transferred 
to Lincoln, Neb., where he will man- 
age Publix’s five theatres. Succeed- 
ed by Frank McCabe, who will algo 
manage Capitol. 


back in the 





Audi- 








Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 





Benefit shows took $3,100. 


Old fiddler’s contest held at 
Rivoli. 
Pare and Wests Kreft Miami- 
bound, 


Durium records outselling song 
sheets. 

Ted Mack new p. 
mount. 

Jimmy Ward 
nighter. 

Mitch Woodbury back with the 
raves on Broadway. 

Plenty cold here one day and 
then spring weather the next. 

Fred Larrimer new juvenile at 
Granada, replacing John Keating. 

Dozen people passed out at 
‘Franksenstein,’ most of them men. 

‘News Bee’ boxing show Dec. 22. 


a. at Para- 


opening new 


First box fights here since last 
year. 
June McCloy, with new hubby, 


on way home to mama for the holi- 
days. 

Ruth Roland followed her hus- 
band, Ben Bard, into the Para- 
mount. 

. Wally Caldwell, Valentine, wear- 
ing cheaters for the first time in 
his life. 

Scribes caught on the train after 
interviewing Edward G. Robinson 
and had to leap. 

Kathryn Osterman making her 
home here with nephew, Dick Wall, 
of the Yellow Cab Co. 

Five-act policy, one a big name 
act, in effect at Rivoli with eight- 
act Monday night probably going. 

Sam Micals recruiting burlesk 
house chorus and principals in New 
York. Opens Christmas at the Em- 
pire. 

Dance pavilion and _ buildings, 
valued at $35,000, destroyed by fire 
at Gordon State Park, Lima, last 
week. 

Steve Stevens, former manager 
of the Rivoli, bought a fur coat, 
and a week later was transferred to 
New Orleans. 

Sheets have suddenly gone crazy 
about film stars going through on 
the Century. They all get pub- 
licity, even if they refuse to get 
out of bed. 

Stanley Ziolkowski, ‘Blade’ re- 
porter, is in'a hospital through a 
fractured spine, received in an auto 
accident Thanksgiving Day. He 
will be unable to work for four 
months. 

Donald Woods, lead, and Howard 
Feigley, president, Granada Play- 
ers, celebrated birthdays the same 
day and Frances Dale, leading wo- 
man, came along with one the fol- 
lowing week. None will tell. 

Howard Feigley, Jr., 16, son of 
the president of the Granada Play- 
ers, is recovering in a hospital here, 
after having been badly hurt when 
struck by an auto recently. He 
sustained severe scalp injuries and 
a broken leg. 

Ruth Roland, long the heroine of 
many escapades on the old serial 
screen, was laid up in her bed here 
because of a photographer’s mood 
to get her in a daring pose. Miss 
Roland was supposed to be hang- 
ing onto something near a drop, 
but she strained her back, causing 
a recurrence of an old injury. She 
went on with the show at the 
Paramount for one day but was 
ordered to bed by her physician the 
next. She appeared at the Para- 
mount the following day. 


San Antonio 


By W. E. Keys 








Winter’s here. 

Those 10-cent courtesy passes are 
out. 
‘Enter Madame’ next for little 
theatre. 

A freak museum opens next to 
Publix-Texas. 

‘Frankenstein’ best draw at Ma- 
jestic this year. 

Majestic tried 
proved good draw. 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ road musical, looms 
a next and second legit. 

Jean Goldkett’s Case Loma unit 
in for winter engagement at Plaza 
roof. 

Mary Wilson sez those lake par- 
ties are worth doing over every 
week. 

Zeola Brandenburg, Publix-Texas 
info girl, week-ends in Dallas and 
Fort Worth. 

Alice Kirkland turns out another 
pageant, and Bill Steele does his 
third one-acter. 

Majestic promoting toy matinees 
in hook-up with city firemen for 
poor kids’ Xmas, 

Vernon Geyer back at the console. 
This time at Palace, which suddenly 
revived its music box. 

Gunter, ace dance spot, now has 
Saturday tea dansants. New for the 
town and quite popular, 

The city’s only femme theatre 
p.a., Helen Bridwell, out at Palace. 
with Eph Charinsky replacing. 

Jack Edwards, recently of stock 


stage wedding; 





former gen,.mgr. of Uptown, nabe, 
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to Highland Park, nabe, same ca- 
pacity. 

Dr. Cunning, mystie, does coupla 
weeks at Palace and will transfer 


to Empire in tie-up with ‘The 
Spider’. 
Town finally gets a central un- 


employment relief 
Aiming at $100,000. 
bit with $1,100, 

Shadowland and Talmadge Inn, 
roadhouses, at it again, and Kon 
Nam, town’s only nite spot, figured 
to open by Xmas. 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 


organization. 
Theatres did 








Automobile show set for Feb. 18-20. 

Carroll's ‘Vanities’ announced as 
set for New Year's week at the Shu- 
bert. 

Jean Harlowe rated lots of news- 
paper space during her visit here 
this week. 

Many new faces in the Mainstreet 
this week. The Seth Parker film 
brought them in, 

Nothing done towards Orpheum 
as a stock house, although under- 
stood several are flirting. 

It cost Eddie Kuhn $25 to hurry 
to the market for supplies for his 
waffle shops. The officer said 48 
miles an hour. 

City is giving employment to 1,500 
men on civic projects and merchants 
giving discounts on all goods to 
those workmen. 

The allied amusement interests 
held their annual frolic at the Pla- 
More. The proceeds turned over to 
city’s relief fund. 

Tap dancing and boxing are ap- 
proved and taught in the school 
community centers, but the mem- 
bers of the school board have turned 
down bridge. 

Promoter Gabe Kaufman has 
signed Abe Coleman and Everett 
Marshall for another match Dec. 15. 
If he can keep them in the ring it 
will be some show. 

Co-operating with a young wo- 
man’s organization, Johnnie Mc- 
Manus gave a special morning show 
for children, with the admission a 
toy. A full truckload of playthings 


secured, 
id e 
Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Film board electing officers. 

Victory Jory welcomed back as 
Bainbridge stock le&d. 

Booze prices fail to weaken de- 
spite bootleggers’ terrible business. 

Don Alexander, head of St. Paul 
Paramonnt, champion gag man of 
Twin Cities. 

Leading night clubs’ New Year's 
Eve scale $5.50 per person, a $2 
cut from last year. 

Dick Gilbert quits as RKO divi- 
sional exploitation head here. Re- 
turns to New York. 

Al Shindler, local newsboy cater- 
ing to theatrical fraternity, writes 
book reviews for ‘Journal.’ 

Football fans enthusiastic over 
signing of Bernie Bierman from 
Tulane as Minnesota coach. 

Ralph Carciofini, Minnesota or- 
chestra librarian, in demand as 
Santa Claus because of rotundity. 

Claire Rieverman, Minnesota the- 
atre secretary, taking professional 
dancing lessons in order to reduce. 

Gene Sheldon, featured comic in 
Fanchon-Marco unit, ‘Parasols,’ at 
Minnesota, former m.c. and orches- 
tra conductor at same house. 

International officers still being 

awaited to start new local stage- 
hands’ union to replace old organi- 
zation dissolved by President Cana- 
van’s edict. 
‘ Minnesota publicity department 
induced Bing Crosby to announce 
over radio from New York show- 
ing of ‘I Surrender, Dear,’ Crosby 
Short, at Minnesota. 





Connecticut 





Palace, Rockville, robbed of $500. 

Strand, Stamford, using five acts 
last half. 

Stock is scheduled to go into Vil- 
lage hall, New Canaan, shortly 
after first of year. 

Edna Ferber’s ‘American Beauty’ 
getting much criticism around Dan- 
bury, the story’s locale. 


| Long Island 


Mrs. Herbert Brenon out 
Eric Blores. 7: 

North Shore ‘Commuter holding 
creditors’ meeting. 

Doug Brinkley hunting an Island 
perch for his column. 

Talk of New Year's Day raceg at 
Manhasset Bay Yacht Club. 

The Rube Goldbergs leave this 
week for three weeks on Coast. 

Decision to drop assist. mer. of 
Skouras’ Great Neck Playhousa 
reversed. Only a cashier went. 

Lolita Figman, daughter of Lo- 
lita Robertson and Max, stole ama. 
teur performance of ‘White Collars’ 





Ernest Truex and bride, Mary 
Jane Barrett, took advantage of 
‘Third Little Show’ closing te 


snatch honeymoon. 

The Broadway Quilting and Knit- 
ting Society met at Estates home of 
Mrs.-Rube Goldberg. Mrs. John 
Golden, Mrs. Lou Gensler, Mra 
Groucho Marx, Mrs. Jack Sheridan, 
Mrs. Arthur William Brown, Mrs 
Russ Patterson, Mrs. Floyd Davia, 
Mrs. Hugh E. Murray, Ruth Tay- 
lor and Molly Malone among mem- 


bers present. 


By Rudy Donat 








Cold wave helping biz. 

Bill Wolfson dressed up. 

Ed Blumenthal quitting RKO. 

RKO-Pathe branches combined. 

Joe Shure got a long distance call 

WFAA all het up over its radie 
trial. 

Crowder’s, 
closed. 

Cliff Stiff should rate a medal for 
silence. 


rialto’s old hang-out, 


Approaching Christmas boosting 
speaks. 
Claude Ezell, ex-Warner sale@ 


chief, homing. 

M. A. Lightman down for the 
Tex. Protective parley. 

Some guy’s publishing an an- 
thology of local poets. 

RKO Majestic’s art staff rigging 
up some flashy fronts. 

Community chest over $76,000 
short and still pestering. 

Sez flivver dealer’s shingle, ‘spe- 
cial fresh air taxi—only $14.98.’ 

Frank Weatherford’s hobby, keep- 
ing his eye on the Palace b. o. 

Florence Reed back to New York, 
talking about a Theatre Guild con- 
tract. 

Nina Koshetz replaced Claire Dux 
for civic assn’s. concert season 
opener. 

Bab Langley rates an assistant. 

Len Brown and John Fried! still 
traveling. 

Joe Breechen back from Olka. 
City to handle booking job for 
RKO-Pathe. 

Cc. of C. bragging about 395 con- 
ventions for current year, but that 
didn’t help the rialto. 

Henry Goldstone and Robert 
Horner, coast producers, breezed in 
to whisper big things to Jack 
Adams. 

Debs also taking crack for the 
charity bally with a show, ‘Hits and 
Misses.’ Mebbe figuring rest of the 
debs ’ll buy the ducats. 

Billie Burke says she’s not 4# 
old as John Rosenfield claims, 
whereby Rosfe flattered her by re- 
ferring to ‘Who's Who.’ 

Wrestling getting lukewarm. Pro- 
moters pitching in anything that 
looks rough for the $1.50, one even 
brought out a femme tin ear. 

With ‘Frankenstein’ roping ‘em 
on one side and ‘Champ’ standing 
‘em on the other, Melba pulled 
‘Blonde Crazy’ for ‘Wallingford, 
after two days. 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 








A thousand at Elks’ charity ball. 
Rachmaninoff draws well at City 
Hall. 
Dorothy Thuringer, German dancer 
at Playhouse. 

Maine State Poultry show at Ex- 
position building. 

Audrey Berry dotes on tap danc- 
ing petween times. 
Half-ton lots of coal given away 
by Portland theatre. 
Local theatres contribute $2,500 to 





unemployment fund. 

Leon Gorman to manage 
auto show week Jan. 18. 
Colonial staging old-time ama- 
teur nights on Tuesdays. Fair. 
RKO plays French talkers in ad- 
dition to regular shows Thursday 
and Friday nights. 


local 


, Charlie Weaver, ‘Telegram’ fea- 
Dramatic stock at Greenwich . = ae 7 ris i for 

th - wet . ture writer, now legging it 
eatre, Greenwich, closed for holi- ‘Evening Express.’ 

days. Reopening about Jan. 15. Playhouse, only stock in town, 
Dramatic stock company at Em-| couldn't click after eight weeks and 

press, Danbury, still struggling | -joseq Saturday night. 

along without orchestra at $1.25 Maine changes from twice to 

~~ , » three times weekly double features 
d Gladys Arman, singer, end Wil- Mats 15 cents, evenings 25. 

liam A. Taylor, both of New York Leavitt theatre, Rochester, N. H., 

have filed marriage intentions ai sold to the Crown Lumber Co., who 

Greenwich ; . ; will wreck and sell building. 
Joseph W. Walsh, former man Clifford Jordan, Portland boy 


ager of Palace, Danbury, has pur- 
chased Hotel Trumbull, Fort Trum- 


(Jordan and Grace), played Keith's, 


first time in home town in eight 

bull Beach, Milford. years. 
Springdale theatre, Springdale The New Central theatre at Old 
long dark, taken over by Harry | Town destroyed by fire. It was 


Goldstein and reopened as State 
Rudolph Stravitz manager. 





~wned by McPhee & Fernandez. 


Not being operated. .« 
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VARIETY 


TO THE LADIES 


Tuesday, December 15, 193) 








Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Much Ado About Old Stuff 

' Alice in Love-nestland has been 
condensed to ‘Good Sport’ and is at 
the Roxy. Linda Watkins plays 
Alice and the little girl who went 
through the looking glass never en- 
countered any stranger happenings 
than those that so bewilder and 
confound her. 


Because her husband strayed and 
she found out, this modern Alice de- 
termines to discover what it is that 
‘those women’ have that she has not. 
She subleases the Park Avenue 
apartment wherein her husband had 
established his charmer, Greta Nis- 
sen, and plunges into the gilded life 
of the gals who ask nothing of their 
boy-friends save that they be well 
heeled. While her husband is tour- 
ing Europe with ‘that woman,’ Miss 
Watkins applies herself to intense 
study of trapping and tieing the 
male. The results of her researches 
in this interesting field, however, 
are old stuff to audience ladies 
whose picture heroines have lately 
been wise, if unwed. 


Take the little matter of under- 
wear. Who does not know in this 
enlightened day that underthings 
must be diaphanous, that black lace 
and chiffon are ideal for nightgowns. 
Miss Watkins’ wide-eyed discovery 
of the facts of life only set her 
down as a girl who will never know 
what to do about it all 


Sally Blane, a sensible young wo- 
man who says, ‘I like to see a girl 
drunk before I judge her,’ is both 
beautiful and deserving of the lux- 
ury she’s won for herself. Minna 
Gombel is serious and successful in 
her vocation. Louise Beavers, who 
plays September, a _ level-headed 

colored maid among the houris, is 
utterly natural about the situations 
which she accept so calmly. The 
accoutrements of a life of ease witn- 
out formalities, as proclaimed in 
‘Good Sport,’ look most cozy. 





Dull Pre-Volstead Ladies 


‘The Struggle’ doesn’t mean to, 
but just the same it’s saying ter- 
rible things about somebodies’ 
mothers. The audience feels hurt 
at the looks and ways of these 
ladies of 1911, ‘The Struggle’ pre- 
sents them as wilted frumps who 
stroll through beer gardens. They 
wear hideous hats and bedraggled 
‘dresses; they dance the waltz in 
jerky, hopping steps, they simper 
and they chat in one-syllable words. 
A dreary, simple-minded lot, their 
complete lack of charm explains the 
utter unpleasantness of the genera- 
tion of ‘bootleg poison,’ their off- 
spring, who make up ‘The Strug- 
gle's’ next group of remarkably un- 
attractive characters. 


Now we see Zita Johann, the poor 
wife and mother, married to a 
wretch who can’t stay away from 
the evil lure of Rum. He starts on 
his downward path timorously, but 
the hurt silences and martyred 
looks of Miss Johann give him the 
requisite push. Miss Johann, a 
dark, smouldering beauty, doesn’t 
fit in the heroically melodramatic 
poses of ‘The Struggle.’ She is the 
deep, subtle sort; her rich voice 
and sad eyes are just the accoutre- 
ments for psychological and impres- 
sionistic drama, 


Evelyn FPaldwin, the drunkard’s 
sorely tried sister, has neither grace 
nor humor, Charlotte Winters, who 
plays a sirenish cabaret girl with a 
French accent, can be accepted as 
such when one remembers that 
‘bootleg poison’ affects the eyes. 
The child Edna Hagan somehow 
keeps her neturalness. 





A Serane Dixie Belle 
With dozens of handsome South- 
ern gentlemen leaping about her 
fine old colonial manse, Shirley 
Grey has to take it into her head 
to fall in love with a Northern spy. 


,. Anyhow her Southern accent works 


its dulcet charm to destroy the 
plans of whole Civil War cam- 
paigns. Her own people might take 
it as a matter of course; not so a 
rugged Yankee. 


Miss Grey, abetted by her excel- 
lent profile and prettily coiffed 
blonde hair, fairly undoes the enemy 
spy, a-talkin’ to him that way. She 
strolls through moonlit gardens, 
she allows herself to be seen, her 
hoop skirts quaintly surrounding 
her, as she sits nobly making band- 
ages for the boys of General Lee. 

Though she can hear the cannons 
of war practically in her own back 
yard, she is always serene, always 


ways sweet and fragile, the exact 
picture of the popular romantic con- 
ception of a Southern girl. Nance 
O'Neill, who plays the Southern 
mother, doesn't seem to realize that 
she is supposed to be a Virginian 
of the films. Instead of a gentle, 
kindly old soul, she’s gaunt and 
forceful, as if she were in a Massa- 
chusetts tragedy by Eugene O'Neill. 





Big Tess in Big House 


First stage show of the new pol- 
icy at the Roxy, announced in its 
program as ‘one of better propor- 
tions,’ is called ‘Campus Capers’ and 
true to promise, has big Tess. 


The first tremors of the Roxy 
revolution look a little disjointed. 
Miss Tess comes on initially as a 
prima donna, grand in white tiered 
chiffon with beads and a lavish 
white velvet wrap collared in white 
fox. To placate the old guard, 
doubtless. But it isn‘t long before 
she returns in her famous and very 
smart Aunt Jemima costume, right 
into a tap routine along with the 
Roxeyettes. 


‘The Prom’ number of this col- 
legiate offering is more like a prep 
school hop with the ballet corps, al- 
ready showing signs of the hot-cha 
that’s going to be their lot from 
now on. Haif are in patent leather 
peg top trousers and tiny jack- 
ets, their partners in chiffon dance 
dresses. Altogether they throw 
themselves into a stew of frenzied 
writhing. 





Entente, Femme Style 


Despite diplomatic amity between 
England and France, Englishwom- 
en continue to regard the daughters 
of France as little hussies. There 
can never be amity between women. 


True to the prejudices of her 
English sisters, when in ‘French 
Leave’ Madeleine Carroll seeks to 
disguise herself as a mam’zelle, she 
wriggles into garishly abbreviated 
raiment and sidles. Her sirenish 
flouncings would be considered most 
inept by the Parisiennes, but the 
English ladies find her shameless 
costumes and flighty ways a faith- 
ful picture of their own conception 
of the type. Women believe only 
what it pleases them to believe. 


As soon as her deception is un- 
masked, Miss Carroll hurries into 
her native garments, glad once 
again to feel the long skirts of Eng- 
land against her shapely legs. 


It is so good to be an Anglo- 
Saxon after messing around amidst 
the strange customs of the Gauls. 
Women's approbation is won by 
those women who reflect their own 
image. 





Classical for Hip 


A slim blonde soprano with 
Whiteside Anita and Brower at the 
Hip, sings her ‘classical’ music to 
appreciation. She’s young and per- 
sonable, becomingly dressed in rose 
satin, has a clear assured voice, and 
the house likes her. The house likes 
the two dancers in the act, too. 
They're smooth and graceful, and 
they don’t resort to the currently 
popular torso tossing. 


Gladys Ahearn, petite and pretty, 
knows how to combine colors for 
her Mexican costumes even if her 
dancing is a little uncertain. The 
two young women who stooge for 
Sidney Page .don't mind wearing 
frowsy comedy costumes at first be- 
cause they know their chance will 
come later. They turn out to be 
deft dancers, 


Lil Dagover’s Looks 


With so much authentic historical 
detail all about her, Lil Dagover 
as ‘Elisabeth von  Oesterreich’ 
(Europa) belives nobody will mind 
if she decides not to grow old along 
with the plot. 


She enters the story a langour- 
ous, sultry beauty. The years go 
by. Stark, terrible tragedy visits 
her. Her husband, Emperor Franz 
Joseph, gradually withers and 
whitens. Her infant son grows to 
manhood. Always she suffers, mis- 
understanding. Death, suicide, po- 
litical necessity take her loved ones 
from her. 


Yet when at last an assassin’s 
knife penetrates her breast, she is 
still slim, still young, still ripe with 
the dark, exotic beauty that makes 
her every appearance in the pic- 
ture a study in the aesthetics of 
femininity. 


Therefore Miss Dagover would 
prefer to be known over here as a 





neat and dainty in her attire, al- 


beauty rather than an actress. 
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Did You Know That— 





Mary Eaton may join the 
new Ziegfeld show...others 
mentioned are Inez Courtney 
and Madeline Cameron... 
Buddy Rogers will also do 
this show or the Sam Harris, 
Irving Berlin musical in the 
part intended for Jack Whit- 
ing...Carol Dempster’s hubby 


gave her that gorgeous 20- 
carat square cut sapphire, for 
her birthday...everybody stood 


in Lamazes’ the other night 
when they played ‘God Save 
the King’ for Winston Church- 
ill...the cigaret girl there 
looks like Marilyn Miller... 
they say Ona Munson may 
marry Ernst Lubitch and 
honeymoon in Europe next 
March, when his contract ex- 
pires...Lilyan Tashman fig- 
ures any old thing will do for 
around New York where, after 
all, really well dressed women 
are taken as a matter, of 
course, or maybe Lil figures 
that’s the best way to attract 
attention...they say that Es- 
telle Taylor also puts away 
her sumptuous furs and vel- 
vets for California and wears 
her oldest here; no wonder 
New Yorkers smile at the 
tales of Hollywood fashions... 
Jimmy Walker was welcomed 
home at the Mayfair Saturday 
night...Peggy Joyce’ there, 
too, and Ann Pennington, Ed- 
die Sullivan, Regina Crewe, 
Bert Lytell, Grace Menken, 
Sailing Baruch, Fannie Ward, 
Vivienne Segal, John Hundley, 
Bing Crosby, Inez Courtney, 
Julia Shawell, Jimmy Forbes, 
Helen Menken, Buddy Rogers, 
Dorothy Hall, Neal Andrews, 
Bobbie Perkins, Herb Harris, 
Luella Gear, Maurice Heck- 
sher, Mrs. Roy Royston, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam Goldwyn, Jo- 
byna Ralston, Richard Ar- 
len and Tullio Carmanatti... 
Director Norman Turog was 
having a terrible time with a 
scene which little Robert Coo- 
gan could ::ot remember, final- 
ly, in desperation, Turog 
clapped his hands and said, 
‘Come on now, once more, 
on your toes now, Bobby,’ 
and little Bob walked into the 
scene on his tip. toes...it 
broke up work for an hour. 











Goetz’s Insurance 


(Continued from page 1) 


the debt, with the insurance of his 
life regarded as the first time that’s 
ever happened, 


Goetz was recently fined $2,978, 
plus $30.26 costs, by Justice Kahn 
in New York City Court. The pro- 
ducer was fined for contempt of 
court and failure to carry out court 
orders handed down previously 
when T. Roger Mahon, attorney for 
the furriers, secured the judgment 
last year. Amount is practically the 
limit possible in a city court. 


Goetz’s production of ‘Star Dust’ 
has been held up because of this 
suit. Everyone concerned with it, 
including the cast, writers and 
scenic designer, were subpoenaed 
for information sought. This last 
includes Peggy Wood, Irene Frank- 
lin, Walter Winchell, Herbert 
Fields, Cole Porter, Henry Dreyfuss. 
The creditors’ attorney communi- 
cated with Leonard Hanna, Ohio 
realtor and partial backer of ‘Star 
Dust.’ Supposedly this latter move 
has partially distnterested Hanna, a 
relative of the late senator. 


Monthly Payoff 


Under the insurance policy 
Goetz’s life will be covered for six 
months, the period he was given 
by the court to pay the sum, in 
monthly installments, Should he 
fail to pay, he must serve a month 
term in jail for each installment 
missed, with the payment of the fine 
also settling the judgment. If the 
producer decides to appeal, the pol- 
icy will be extended to cover the 
length of time involved in the ap- 
peal and half a year over the latter 
period. Since it is a contempt of 
court order on which Goetz was 
fined, bankruptcy would not help 
him out, should he decide to take 
that action, 


Premiums on the policy will be 
paid by the creditor and are not 
expected to be high. Insuring com- 
pany will be Lloyds, British con- 
cern, noted for its coverage on 
any angle. 

Goetz’s first payment is due, un- 
der the fine, Dec. 15. He was fined 
for failure to appear, amongst 








other items. It is also averred that 
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Uneommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 











Woman's Intuitions Spoofed 
Audience ladies, who believe in 
the infallibility of feminine in- 
stinct, are agreeably disposed 
toward ‘The Cheat’ when they dis- 
cover that its heroine is a gal who 

abides strictly by her hunches. 
Imagine their chagrin when every 
one of the heroine's hunches turns 
out badly. With that lofty look of 
a lady with a prophetic notion. 
Tallulah Bankhead hazards $5,000 
on the turn of a card—and loses. 
Confidence unshaken, she cuts for 
double or nothing—and is out $10,- 


000. If she ever had a successful 
hunch, the scenarist doesn’t men- 
tion it. Audience ladies are pretty 


annoyed with a film that smashes 
one of their pet theories. 

Having failed to put Miss Bank- 
head over in actionless, smart chat 
dramas, Paramount has given her 
an old fashioned, unplausible mel- 
ler. Its swank doesn’t come off 
any more than it hides the cheap- 
ness of well-worn dramatic struc- 
ture and self-conscious dialog. 

Photographically, Miss Bank- 
head has improved. A fluffier coif- 
fure still negligibly arranged in 
some shots, softens facial contour. 
Her gowns are excellent, having 
learned that shimmering fabrics 
and simple, well-defined necklines 
are effective screen mediums. 
Audience ladies would like to own 
@ panne velvet that flows in a 
graceful line, low decolletage em- 
phasized by an off-shoulder collar, 
striped with sparkling beads. 
Black satin describes a chic sil- 
houette, neckline flattered by softly 
draped contrasting satin. Miss 
Bankhead’s hats are immaculately 
fitted turbans in lustrous materials 
that provide a smart frame for her 
habi’-:ally worried look. 

Ann Andrews, extremely well- 
groomed in garden party frocks and 
expensive evening gowns, has no 
opportunity to register more than 
Long Island hauteur. 





A Tall, Air Minded Girl 

‘Flying High’ finds an airport the 
ideal locale for a screen musical. 
No one expects an aviation story to 
keep both feet on the ground. It 
may even enlist Charlotte Green- 
wood and Bert Lahr, two insane 
comics who take hilarious liberties. 
As Pansy Botts, shopping frantic- 
ally in the matrimonial market, Miss 
Greenwood is like nothing human. 
She’s just the gal to go dangling 
around on airplanes. Her costumes, 
mindful of Miss Greenwood’s com- 
edy forte, employ longitudianal 
stripes that add inches to her 
stature. 

The musical is proud of its en- 
semble ladies who screen beautifully 
at close range, pose unself-con- 
sciously in black lace undies and 
ridiculous musical comedy elab- 
orations, and negotiate the exact 
placements of intricate dance rou- 
tines. Waitresses at the airport 
lunchcounter further aviation by 
wearing organdy caps _ insignia’d 
with self material, and trimming 
their taffeta uniforms with starched 
organdy wings. 

Carrying out the musical comedy 
tradition of cross, scheming moth- 
ers, Hedda Hopper pits high dic- 
tion and a nastly look against the 
love interest. Kathryn Crawford, 
who sings charmingly and screens 
well, is the ingenue to whom no- 
body, including the hero, pays much 
attention. 





Expressive Ladies 

Woman had her work cut out for 
her in films that couldn’t talk. De- 
prived of her well known powers 
of speech, a gal had a vigorous time 
projecting her emotions to film 
audiences. She couldn’t just up 
and say what she thought of the 
villain; she had to contort her face 
into expressions of unspeakable 
horror until sufficient camera foot- 
age had unreeled her innermost 
thoughts. 

The action that modern audiences 
miss in talking films is immortal- 
ized in the musicalized revival of 
‘Ben Hur’—action that occurs not 
only on Roman plains and sports 
arenas, but on the faces of the cast. 

May McAvoy, Claire McDowell, 





during a cross examination Goetz 
said his liabilities were around 
$40,000, with a judgment search re- 
vealing about 26 of the latter, all 
unsatisfled. 

It was expected that ‘Star Dust’ 
would go into rehearsal by this 
time. Further casting was expected 





Friday (4). 


Kathleen Key and Carmel Myers all 
go in for old-school pantomime in 
which no facial feature is permittea 
an idle moment. Betty Bronson js 
the most restrained of Ben-Hur 
ladies, but she represents the Vir- 
gin Mary, whose face is troublea 
only with the sweetness of a Mona 
Lisa smile. May McAvoy’s face 
runs the gamut of emotions, regis. 
tering timidity, tenderness, terror, 
the dawn of love and sympathy for 
a wounded pigeon—which is quite 
enough to keep any ingenue’s face 
busy. Nature treated the legendary 
B. C. heroine kindly by bestowing 
upon her a crop of blonde curls that 
could be the envy of every wig- 
maker in Hollywood. 





Costume Depreciation 
Costumes of Bert Frohman’s Re- 


vue at the State have lost their zlit- 
ter since thely first appeared in a 
Capitol unit. Pastelle ruffles have 
faded to near-gray; fine feathers 


have lost their spirit trouping to 
the West Coast and back. Crowded 
onto the State’s stage, they look as 
tired and bewildered a: Marie Ma- 
rion, the Revue’s languishing, pale- 
faced and expert comedienne. 

Miss Marion, who delights in the 

disfigurements of burlesque cos- 
tumes, has a new gown for her sur- 
prisingly well-dressed, final bow. A 
pale blue velvet, gracefully hung, 
needs only a snug girdle to convince 
audiences that its wearer is a 
stylish gal as well as a delicately 
mugging clown. The strut routine 
of Stern and Deane is neatly cos- 
tumed in black satin, describing a 
white-buttoned jackct and_ short 
trunks lengthening into trousers of 
sheer black chiffon. The same ef- 
fect is repeated in green for the 
finale. 
Costumes of the Rubio Sisters, 
opening, have short chiffon skirts 
attached at a dowdy waistline to 
white satin leotards. Neat and tidy, 
they make no attempt to smarten or 
disguise muscular figures. 





Dream Waltzing Frock 

Dancing gals who would like their 
dresses to do as much as possible 
for their routines, should fly to the 
Paramount this week and take 
style hints from Yolanda. If they 
follow her advice, they’ll be hap- 
pier gals when next they take bows 
for their waltz routines. If ever a 
dress did right by a. waltz, Yo- 
landa’s does. 

The costume is one long sweep of 
azure chiffon, dusted with tiny, 
deep blue stars. Snug, and back- 
less to the waistline, it gores over 
the hips and flows into yards and 
yards of chiffon that swirl and dip 
and do everything but go off and 
dance by themselves, It hasn’t one 
broken line, one tasteless appoint- 
ment. It need make no apology te 
a beautiful routine, fluidly synco- 
pated to waltz tempo. 

Not content with one swell 
routine, ‘Romantic Rhythm’ em- 
ploys Eleanor Powell, whose casual, 
loose-jointed tapping is imbued 
with personality and _ individual 
style. Her white satin pajamas 
approve of two broad, black stripes 
that graciously minimize the hip- 
line. 

The David Bines girls climb 
roguishly out of an Austin town 
car to sport toppers and strut suits 
of black satin, before stripping to 
metallic trains for a _ session of 
dimly lighted torso-tossing. 





Roxyized Labor Problem 
Whenever a Capitol unit faces a 
doubtful finale, it turns to this 
modern age of robots and ma- 
chinery and has a perfectly elegant 
time proving that humanity can’t 
win. The Chester Hales are gay as 
larks over the labor question. Ac- 
customed to being cogs in a ma- 
chine, the:- do the bidding of Old 
Demon Steel, their mechanistic 
costumes resembling pretty bon- 
bon wrappers of dynamically pat- 
terned silver. 

Less fortunate members of the 
line wear drab gowns and plod 
wearily along a never-ending tread - 
mill, But they don’t complain. 
Heads bowed, shoulders drooping, 
they step out right smart and nifty, 
all in the spirit of the day’s work. 

The opening number bestows 
upon the unit its title of ‘Lights and 
Shadows.’ Trick spotlights, grad- 
uating in size and color, cast danc- 
ing shadows on a plain surface 
background, the images emphas- 
ized by plumage sprouting out of 
the leotards and headgear of the 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(Prom ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 


VOL. 105 





‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’ both issued 
their holiday numbers. In a sum- 
mation of burlesque ‘Variety’ said: 
‘This year has been a memorable 
one for burlesque. There may be 
others, for burlesque is proceeding 
steadily forward, but 1916 seems to 
have been the apex.’ 

Look at it now! 

Cabarets were asking $3 to $5 for 
New Year's suppers, but they had 
the bar sales in those days. 
explained, 
barred 


For some reason not 
Medicine Hat, Can., had 
drums from orchs. 


‘Clipper’ acclaimed four new stars 
in 1916. They were Fay Bainter, 
Emily Ann Wellman, Lola Fisher 
and Marjorie Patterson, Only Miss 
Bainter stuck. In the playwright 


division, Clare Kummer, Violet 
Pearn, John E. Hazzard, Robert 
Baker, John C. Gilden, Laurence 


Rising and Stuart Fox were hailed 
as comers. 


Cireus expert declared 1916 the 
worst in years. Wheeler Bros. and 
Hagenbeck-Wallace were forced to 


close. 


A company was being formed to 
specialize in plays for children. 
Still being formed and still folding. 


Belle Montrose and Billy Allen 
took a half page in ‘Clipper’ to re- 
peat reviews of their act from that 
paper and ‘Variety.’ One side read 
“We advertised in ‘Variety’ and this 
is what we got.’ What they got 
was the assurance that an act would 
be there when it was fixed up. The 
‘Clipper’ side gave a write-up rather 
than a review. They didn’t realize 
—then—that advice was what they 
needed to develop the turn. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 





‘Michael Strogoff’ was prevalent. 
Two productions in San Francisco 
and sevcral in the east, 


Alhambra, Buffalo, closed for the 
season, but it was announced the 
sample room would remain open. 
Sample room was another name for 
a saloon. 





Barnum, Bailey & Hutchinson ad- 
vertising a sale of circus parapher- 
nalia, including an _ electric light 
machine and 14 lamps. There were 
no power houses then, and the juice 
was made on the lot, with a steam 
boiler acting as an excellent bally- 
hoo. Lamps were arc lights, intend- 
ed to illuminate the main top, with 
one outside for an attraction. Mostly 


excess stock, old costumes and 
equipment. 

W. J. Florence was announcing 
his intended retirement again. 


Might manage a theatre, but would 
prefer consul-generalship to Swed- 
en, Denmark or Switzerland. Never 
got it, and didn't quit. 


Aquarium, which later was con- 
verted into what was last known 
as the Herald Square theatre, had 
just changed hands at a price re- 
ported to be $375,000. About 50 
feet on Broadway and 120 on 35th 
street. Worth more now, but a stiff 
price then. 


Correspondent was told that 
Negro minstrels drew around $40 a 
week, with more for endmen, but 
not much over $60. 


‘A young lady with a stage ex- 
Perience as solo soprano and good 
wardrobe’ was looking for a job 
at $10 a weck. Fare to the first 
Stand was to be deducted from that. 

A book on jig and clog dancing 
Containing 20 steps was advertised 
at $1. Another book at 50 cents 
offered 78 steps. 

A Tom show was advertising for 
& billposter. Paid $20 a month, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Any number of legit managers hold the impression there is just so 
much money to be spent weekly on the high price stage shows, and that 
this will be distributed over six days as well as it will be over seven. 
Sunday performance added to a six-day town like New York City for 
the legit will not increase the weekly gross of the legit houses, they 
claim. 

Difference in the scales of the picture and vaudeville houses as against 
the legit is considered in the Sunday night possibilities for a former 
six-day legit town. For instance Broadway is packed with paraders on 
a nice Sunday evening, but not with paraders prepared to pay $3.50 or $5 
per person for a legit show. 

In some instances not so long ago special Sunday night vaudeville 
shows played in Broadway legit houses only on Sunday evenings and 
at pop scales, failed to draw enough to pay off. 

Other managers say if Sunday added gives anything more to the 
gross it’s worth it, and that the legit is entitled to a Sunday break along 
with the others who now get it without question. To this argument, 
of course, everyone says okay. 








Chicago’s midget legit, the Playhouse, independently operated, not only 
has a house manager but a booking manager as well. Previously, 
Johnny Berners had filled both jobs, spotting them in through the 
Erlanger office or producer direct. 

Chapin Brothers, owners of the 600-seater, were sold by Guy Hardy 
on the idea of letting him manage the theatre’s bookings from the 
Broadway sector. Being quartered on the ground would keep him in 
close touch with shows available for Chicago, the brothers agreed. Dur- 
ing his stay in New York, Hardy has so far booked ‘Salt Water’ and 
‘Blue Ghost’. Hardy at one time managed the Blackstone and has 
handled publicity for one Chicago legit house or another. 





The Theatre Guild in specifying the afternoon and evening portions 
of ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ as separate performances and thereby 
having two tickets at $3 top each to cover the full show, cleverly avoids 
the admission tax which applies to all tickets over that price. It is a 
saving of 60 cents which would apply on a $6 ticket. 

Ticket agencies make no such distinction. What tickets have reached 
them are sold for at least 75 cents premium per ticket. That means 
each pair of tickets cost $1.50 over the box office price, or $7.50, and for 
two persons to see the show, that amount is doubled. With the sub- 
scription period going off more tickets are expected to reach the agencies. 


Mrs. Sarah V. Brown Wils, 58-year-old millionairess of Evanston, Il. 
whose May-December marriage to Harry C. Wils, 29, automobile sales- 
man, created a stir when they eloped last September, has developed a 
yen for the stage. Looks like another one of those Ma Kennedy-What- 
a-Man Hudson things, only Mrs. Wils has a leaning towards legit and 
plenty to finance herself. ' 

Mrs. Wils’ ambition popped out when she admitted planning to re- 
finance the Tudor theatre stock in Evanston. It folded last week for 
the best reason. 


‘Widow in Green’ as at the Cort, New York, is the same script origi- 
nally tried out eight years ago by William A. Brady. It opened in Wash- 
ington, starring Grace George, with the producer not bringing it in. 
Then titled ‘All Alone Susan’. 

Following year Thomas Wilkes showed it in Los Angeles, ealled ‘All 
Alone Susie’, Margaret Lawrence and Wallace Eddinger, since deceased, 
then starred, 

It was left to James Elliott to bring it to Broadway, something of a 
record for an eight-year-old script. 


A mix-up on paying cff ‘Fine and Dandy’ ending a road tour in Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., caused when not enough was taken in to completely go 
around, was settled Tuesday (8). It involved, for awhile, personal checks 
handed out in payment by Saul Abrahams, the show’s manager. 

Understood that the manager wired Erlanger’s to cover, but they 
didn’t, resulting in notes payable on demand Monday (7) being given 
out. These weren't collected, when Abrahams gave out his own checks 
which were finally covered by Erlanger’s Tuesday (8). 


Current legit season so far registers as a bad one for well rated 
authors. But the writers aren’t exclusive about it—producers and stars 
hold charter memberships in the situation as well. 

Among the writers who in past few years have given good accounts 
o*” themselves, but who have seen their plays fold recently are Frank 
Craven, the Nugents, John Emerson and Anita Loos (for two including 
an adaptation) John Wexley, Ronald Jeans and Elmer Harris. 


Writers’ Club, which last fall announced a policy of daring and sex- 
if-necessary productions for its monthly bill of one-act plays presented 
especially for showpeople, is beginning to back up. Kicks from elderly 
ladies and others who thought some of the one-acters had too much 
daring stuff caused a policy of sex retrenchment by the play committee, 
headed by Scott Darling. Now everything is whitewashed by Hollywood 
morality. 


The prediction made over a month ago by Harry Kline, booker for 
the Chanins, that there would be 25 or less legit theatres open around 
the holidays, seems right. 

Booker based his guess on the extensive charts he keeps of the legit 
theatres, their openings, closing, etc. He has the openings as far in 
advance as known, with the probable closings also written down. 


Dick Maney was among the chief mourners when Notre Dame was 
defeated by the U. of Southern California and decided to forget it. That 
proved expensive, as he called up his sister in Los Angeles and ran up a 
long distance bill of $59. 

On top of that Maney doesn't remember what the conversation was 
about, 


A road company traveling under the title of Boston English Opera Co., 
playing dates through the mid-west and last heard of in Kansas terri- 
tory, sent a complaint to the I. A. office it is without a traveling member. 

In one date the show played by forcing on a local man, The opera is 
making its jumps by truck. 


Five players in ‘Louder Please’ at the Masque, New York, were in the 
original company of ‘Broadway’. They are Lee Tracy, Robert Gleckler, 
Mildred Wall, Millard Mitchell and Henry Sherman. 

George Abbott who staged the Phil Dunning hit, also directed ‘Louder 
Please’. 


Hal Chamberlain, who appeared for years with his wife in vaude as 
Chamberlain and Earle has quit acting and gone commercial. 

Chamberlain is organizing a 
electric iron. Headquarters are in Newark, N. J. 

William A. Brady may not do ‘Women of Destiny’, by Sam Warshaw- 
sky by Jan. 1 when his option on the piece expires. Unable to secure 
Ethel Barrymore for the lead, the play will probably be returned to 
Warshawsky who has asked a release from Brady. 





Mary Young tried out the script in Cape Cod last summer. 


New Jersey seliing organization for an | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Si Masters, coast promoter, by promising 20% of the gross to the 
Notre Dame memorial fund, got the official pictures of the Notre Dame- 
U. S. C. game at South Bend, it being his idea that the rabid Californians 
would go for it in a large way. Two film directors, Sam Wood and 
Harry Beaumont, bankrolled Masters, and by the manner in which the 
football pictures did heavy biz at Loew's State, L. A., last week, it looks 
like a good hunch. 

Football five-reeler was billed over ‘Good Sport’ (Fox feature) and 
were it not for the length of the show the opening day’s record would 
have been broken. As it was, the morning attendance up to 1 p. m. the 
opening day was broken by $40 and also by the number of admissions, 
with 20-1 men predominating in the patronage. As a result of the 
length, ‘Good Sport’, the feature, was jerked after the second day, and 
a shorter Hal Roach comedy slipped in, with the football picture, virtually 
a glorified newsreel, being the prime draw. Probably the first time no 
out-and-out ‘feature’ topped a Loew’s State, L. A., show. 





Final and official returns on the unemployment film benefits will prob- 
ably not be available until Christmas. So far only one district, New 
England, has made complete returns, The total there, $58,343, represents 
about 5% of the hoped for national picture gross. It is based chiefly 
upon this figure that the Hays office is confident that 2 minimum total 
will exceed the million mark. 

Jersey City lines up as the biggest contributor per population. The 
mayor and police force over there did much to bring that gross up to 
$31,140. . 

Small towns have been a surprise in many instances contributing more 
per population than the cities. Nevada, Mo., with a population of 7,000, 
turned in $2,520. This town is using the money to let unemployed earn 
$10 weekly by working on the town’s public woodpile- 

Fact that property in New York can be placed under attachment in suits 
brought in Los Angeles is not generally known. Example is the nega- 
tive of James Cruze’s ‘Race Track,’ which had not been delivered to 
Tiffany when litigation over their uncompleted contract started. 

When Sam Wolf obtained an attachment on Cruze Productions prope 
erty in Tiffany’s counter-suit, the picture had been forwarded to New 
York by the Consolidated Laboratories, Nevertheless, the writ served on 
Consolidated on the coast is acting to tie up the negative in the east. 
Wolf acts on the theory that property in branch offices is under control 
of a corporation’s parent office and can be attached through the latter, 
Cruze motion to have the attachment released is pending in the Los 
Angeles courts, 





Metro has stopped preparations for any new construction at the studio, 

Several stages and other buildings were to be put up as part of the 
studio program for new construction, 
Whether this move is one of economy during present period, or hag 
deeper significance in a possible abandonment of the Metro lot cannot 
be ascertained. Talk of a Fox-Metro merger with all production being 
concentrated at Movietone City, built two years ago, has been in the air, 
and may be the reason for Metre’s construction stop. Fox is now pree 
paring to abandon its Sunset blvd. studio to concentrate production in 
Movietone City, a vast piece of ground, modernly equipped near Log 
Angeles’ outskirts, 


Cameraing two endings to the Pola Negri picture, ‘A Woman Come 
mands’, Pathe previewed with the unhappy ending, in which Miss Negri, 
playing the part of a spy, dies before a firing squad. Hight out of every 
10 cards received from the preview aidience asked that the character 
be allowed to live. So studio will release the picture with the other 
ending, in which, the spy is sent into exile. 

Unhappy, and more logical ending, however, will be used on the 
French and German versions to be made of the picture, 


Getting to be a regular thing for eastern story department attaches te 
have outside connections in legit. 

Bert Bloch, of Metro, has adapted several foreign plays, the first of 
which, ‘Jewel Robbery’, is now in rehearsal for Paul Streger. D. A, 
Doran of Paramount, is with Doran, Ray and Hewes, legit producers, 
while Walter Hart, legit director, just assigned as Columbia story editor, 
can take time off to direct a play any time he sees fit. 





Paramount is eliminating the system of several day’s rehearsals before 
pictures start in favor of daily rehearsals, just ahead of the particular 
scenes to be taken that day. Under the new scheme rehearsals are set 
for the before lunch period, with actual camera work from 1 until 6, 
Change is due to the studio feeling that much of the effects of before- 
picture rehearsals is lost before scenes, especially the late ones, are 
reached. 


Walking ’em around supplemented standing ’em up last week at one 
New York house on Broadway, 

The house manager is the originator of thé stunt. No standing room 
left, he ushered people up to the mezz after which ushers beckoned them 
downstairs again—the up and down process being continued until stand- 
ing room inside was available. § 

Few patrons realized they were getting a runaround, 


Major creditors of Howard Hughes’ Multicolor have agreed to lay off 
and await the outcome of the present management of the plant under 
Frank E. Garbutt. In a statement last week Hughes said that the 
laboratory showed net profits in October of $1,379.61 and that the 
November statement is expected to equal or better this figure. 

All United Artist prints will now be handled at this plant. 


United Artists has requested the RKO film department to change the 
title of the Amkino feature, ‘The Struggle for Life’, coming into the 
Cameo, New York, claiming it conflicted with its D. W. Griffith picture, 
‘The Struggle’, at the Rivoli. Amkino changed its ‘Struggle’ to ‘Killing 
to Live’. ' 

The Amkino film is a nature subject while the Griffith story deals 
with prohibition. 


Despite saving about $3,000 weekly on advertising through the merger 
of the ‘Herald’ cnd ‘Express’ in Los Angeles by Hearst, local theatres 
are dissatisfied with their future chances of publicity space because of 
the inclusion of four columnists on the drama page, none dealing with 
local theatres, 





Studio recently imported a pair of English writers who have written 
a number of London stage successes. Team of husband and wife have 
collaborated on everything they have written. 

On their arrival here, the studio immediately assigned them to write 
separate stories, insisting that they split. 


Mack Sennett has had plenty of grief getting a story together for the 
Moran and Mack feature. It is now set to go following okay by Earl 
Iiammons. Nine writers were working at different times on the yarn and 
a nut of $50,000 is reported to have heen built up before a camera hag 
turned. 

Weekly screening of outside pictures for Paramount’s story board has 
been ordered. It’s a habit which has been transplanted from the Coast, 





Screenings take place Tuesday evenings with the entire board present 
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| Wondering Where Coin Coming From 
To Keep Shubert Business Agoing 








v-— 


Just how the receivers for the 
Shubert .Theatre Corporation pro- 
posed to raise money to keep the 
receivership a going enterprise, ap- 
pears a mounting worry—but prob- 
ably no worse that that of the 
creditors and bondholders as_ to 
whether they will ever get any 
money back. 


Lee Shubert, co-receiver with the 
Irving Trust, was abed last week 
in his apartment adjoining his of- 
fice. He had grippe in addition to 
internal trouble of long standing. 
Any plan to raise fresh money was 
probably delayed because of Shu- 
bert’s condition, but the insistent 
demand of tratlesmen to be paid off 
was reported throughout the week, 
and there were further dismissals 
of people in the Shubert office. 


At the creditors’ meeting two 
weeks ago Shubert committed him- 
self to take over the $100,000 balance 
of receivers’ certificates and will 
probably do so.. Although the re- 
ceivership was extended six months 
the receivers are to report to the 
court March 6, 


Warehouse Locked 


The large warehouse on Green- 
wich street was locked and the few 
remaining employees there let out. 
That brought about a peculiar sit- 
uation. Any props, furniture or 
settings desired for productions, 
could not be secured except by 
stage hands. It is necessary to call 
up the union and have men as- 
signed to haudle the wanted ma- 
terial. 


At the creditors’ meeting the week 
previous, it was stated by the re- 
ceivers $70,000 in cash was on hand 
and that they proposed to produce 
five or six shows, using settings 
and props in their possession. Ap- 
parently most of the money was 
dispersed and the production plan 
amended. 

Understood last week that one 
fairly promising show tried last 
summer, ‘Love’s Out of Fashion,’ 
would again go on, the settings and 
other production requirements being 
at hand. But another show, ‘If 
Booth Had Missed,’ would not be 
done because a new production was 
necessary. 

An additional show needing no 
further production is the musical 
‘Little Racketeer,’ musical brought 
in for repairs and is now due at 
holiday time. Same applies to 
‘Smiling Faces,’ the Fred Stone mu- 
sical which is slated to stay out for 
a time. 

Reported the Stone show was 








e 
backed by J. J. Shubert person- Constance Binney’s Corp. 
ally. 

Constance Binney has organized 
Futu Pla Luman, Inc., to handle her revival 
re ys of Barrie’s ‘Kiss for Cinderella.’ 
Show stars the producer, with 
‘Flame’ goes thto the Hudson, age aoe a Bag Williams 
New York, Jan. 4, week, for Robert ae CRS arold nston is the 
’ hte ° stager. Phil Adler, g. m. for Ed- 


Sparks, producing. 

‘Shady Lady,’ musical by Gibson 
Taylor, is casting for Assembly 
Productions, Firm headed by Harry 
Myers. 

‘Love Story’ by S. N. Behrman 
next for MacGowan & Reed. Re- 
hearsals right after Xmas. 

Details finnally set on Arch Sel- 
wyn’s new Benn Levy play, ‘The 
Devil Passes,’ with piece booked into 
the Selwyn for Jan, 4. 

Cast now includes Arthur Byron, 
Rathbone, Cecilia Loftus, 
Robert Loraine, Diana Wynyard, 
Ernest Thesinger and Mary Nash. 

‘Broken Dishes’ by Martin Flavin, 
revived by Sidney Biddell for a Chi- 
cago try, is rehearsing. J. Francis 
Robertson staging. Chester Clute, 
Eleanor Hicks, Etha Dack, Vera 
Andren, Jean Cleveland, Tom 
Collins, Lew Eckles, Geo. Pembroke, 
and Robertson in company. Opens 
Dec. 25 as the Adelphi, Chicago, 


Too 


array of electrical equipment Maude 
Adams is carrying on her present 
tour, in connection with her newly 
invented 30,000 watt bulb invention, 
are 
presently hooked up, 
are constituting a burden for troup- 
ing as overly costly. Other reasons, 
with one the difficulty in setting up 
the show, ‘Merchant of Venice’. 


LIGHTENING ADAMS SHOW 





Much Equipment for ‘Mer- 


chant’s’ Invention 





Extensive cut downs in the large 


is that as 
the electrics 


in store. Reason 


In all probabilities the lessening 
of the equipment will be effected 
before the show goes down south. 
‘Merchant’ is going to capacity 
rurally, but still is not expected on 
Broadway because of the critics. 


LAYOFFS FOR XMAS 
ALLOWED BY EQUITY 


Equity made something of a con- 
cession to managers in regards to 
the pre-Christmas lay-off privilege, 
because the holiday falls so late in 
the week (Friday). Shows are per- 
mitted to stop all this week and 
up to the holiday, with the proviso 
that the players be given living ex- 
penses—$5 per day for principals 
and $3.50 to the chorus—on lay-offs 
of more than seven days. 

Only show on Broadway taking 
advantage of the extended lay-off 
privilege is the Civic Light Opera 
at Erlanger’s, which resumes 
Christmas afternoon with ‘Mikado.’ 
Managers were not generally in- 
formed of the change, but it was 
set forth in the weekly report sent 
deputies with the various compa- 
nies. Reports on whether shows 
out of town had taken advantage 
of the extended iay-off had not been 
received at Equity up to Mon- 
day (14). 


Schwartz’ 257, Clip 


Cuts fell two ways Saturday (12) 
at Maurice Schwartz ‘Bloody 
Laughter.’ Salary reductions, un- 
derstood to be for the customary 
25%, were put through. 

Coupled were about 10 off the 
cast as out. 

















ward Blatt, is with ‘Cinderella’. 
Another reported ‘Cinderella’ re- 
vival may occur in a stock co. in 
Toronto which Vaughan Glaser is 
forming in New York. 





Bert Brown’s Injury 


A. O. (Bert) Brown, Shepherd of 
the Lambs, is virtually confined to 
his rooms there as the result of an 
accident while motoring in Canada 
about five weeks ago. One leg was 
crushed and the ligaments severed. 

After in a Canadian hospital two 
weeks Brown spent several weeks in 
a hospital at Stamford, Conn., be- 
fore removed to the club. 





EASTMAN REOPENING 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 14. 
Eastman theatre is reopening for 2 
weeks around Christmas with films 
and stage show. Not permanently 




















until next September, according to 





Best Xmas Present 


Subscription to 


VARIETY 


$6.00 for One Year 


Harry Royster, district manager. 
Effort still on to have the rental 
reduced, but no signs of the Uni- 
versity of Rochester weakening. 

Present opening believed to be 
test for public reaction after theatre 
being dark eight months. If favor- 
able, might stay open. 





NEW ORLEANS’ STOCK 


New Orleans, Dec. 14. 
Walter Van Dyke, who has oper- 
ated stock companies in the north- 


here at the St. Charles theatre. 








term lease. 





west, will undertake such a venture 


He has the house under a long 


YOUNGSTER AS STAGER 


Sidney Salkow’s Chance With 
Fiend—New Lead Lady, Too 








William Schorr, young iegit 
stager, handed in his megging no- 
tice Sunday (13) on Ben Stein's 
mystery “The Fiend’. Sidney Salkow, 
likewise a youngster and assistant 
to Chester Erskin, stepped in. It’s 
Salkow’s first. 

Another first is Mary Stewart for 
the femme lead, it being her initial 
Broadway chance. Pedro Cordoba, 
King Calder, Maurice Cass, also 
set. 


Little Legit Relief Seen 
For Manager Through 
Open Sunday or Union 


Sunday legit shows look cold so 
far as Broadway is concerned, save 
for the special performances given 
in aid of the unemployment fund. 
The legal phase promised in the 
summonses given the several thea- 
tre men a week ago, fizzled in court. 
Looks like the crusher was put on 
Sundays by Equity, whose Council 
rejected the idea. Doubtful now if 
Albany will be asked to legalize 
such performances. 
The Theatre League, which 
backed the Sunday movement, now 
says it is now up to the theatre 
unions to do something for the the- 
atre. League is now on the Wash- 
ington threat of restoring the 10% 
war tax back on tickets down to 10 
cents, — 
Equity’s session on Sundays 
brought 30 members of the council 
to: the meeting. While the vote 
against was not claimed to have 
been unanimous, it was reported 
preponderant. From the outside it 
was reported those who voted 
against Sunday legit shows included 
several players in outstanding suc- 
cesses and some who have retired. 
Equity claimed those votes did not 
really count in the deciding tally. 
Equity Divided 
There is little doubt that there is 
some division within Equity over 
the matter. Frank Gillmore came 
around to the idea of Sunday per- 
formances, with some restrictions 
and concessions, as an economic aid 
to the theatre. Evidently his asso- 
ciates think otherwise. Whether 
that will have later reaetion in the 
association remains to be seen. 
The other problem which the 
managers sought relief from the 
unions was the proposed wage re- 
duction, That was favored by local 
stage hands’ officials, but was badly 
defeated in the vote here and 
around the cuntry. 
A deciding factor in the Council 
vote too was a petition opposing 
Sundays. It contained some 600 
signatures and Council felt it could 
not ignore such documentary ap- 
peal. 
‘Reunion At Vienna’ was per- 
formed at the Beck Sunday (13) for 
the unemployment fund. It easily 
sold out. Without raising prices the 
gross was $3,400, the best figure yet 
for dramas on Sunday. 


Colored Casting Delay 


Trouble is claimed in completing 
casting for ‘Savage Rhythm,’ John 
Golden’s intended all-colored show. 
No date is set for the rehearsals, 
according to the Golden office. 

‘Rhythm’ was headed for the 
Golden theatre, replacing ‘The Tad- 
pole,’ yanked after a tryout Satur- 
day (12). 














Lambert’s Coast Revue 


San Francisco, Dec. 14. 

Eddie Lambert, currently at the 
Warfield for F&M, is planning pro- 
duction of a Coast revue with Al 
Herman and Perry Askam. Slated 
to get under way shortly after 
Jan. 1. 
Show won’t be cc-op, as was 
Lambert’s recent ‘9 o’Clock Revue.’ 
It is said to have eastern backing. 





Miller Show at Broadhurst 
With none of his own houses 
available, Gilbert Miller has booked 
his Barry play, ‘The Animal King- 
dom,’ into the Broadhurst, New 
York, for Jan. 5. 
Leslie Howard is starred, with 
the cast including William Gargan, 
Kay Strozzi and Frances Fuller. 
Walter Abel, who started rehears- 
ing in it, dropped out to join the 
Theatre Guild’s road company of 
‘Electra.’ 











——= 


Harris, Selwyn, Back to Owners: 
To Be Temporarily Shubert-Booked 





JOBS FOR P. A’S 


Number Called for By Emergency 
Relief Committee 

The situation of a number of 

press agents in the legit field, is 

reported desperate because of the 

few attractions here and out of 

town. 


A fairly good number will be 
taken care of by the Emergency 
Relief Committee of the Unem- 
ployed. Understood the latter will 
employ 100 agents to act as*‘inspec- 
tors for the disbursal of fund which 
went well over $18,000,000. 

A requirement is that p.a’s en- 
gaged shall have been former news- 
papermen. It is expected that most 
of the agents who apply can qualify 
since nearly all worked on dailies at 
one time or another. 


STOCK IN 2,500 HOUSE 
NOT DOING SO WELL 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 14. 
Auditorium stock Is on the skids 
and not taking it gracefully. Ma- 
sonic Officials behind the enterprise 
understood to be bringing pressure 
on the newspapers for favorable 
reviews, 


Effort to get semblance of busi- 
ness for the holidays includes price- 
cut from $1.25 top to 75 cents, and 
bringing Mrs. Leslie Carter as guest 
star in ‘Stella Dallas’. 


Rowland G. Edwards’ company is 
considered below par for this town 
and most of the plays not so hot. 
With 2,500 seats in the auditorium, 
an ordinary stock audience is lost. 
Hundreds of passes passed out in 
effort to look like business. New 
prices are below those paid by sea- 
son ticket holders in drive at be- 
ginning of the season. 

Newspaper critics generally have 
given unfavorable reviews and lack 
of paid patronage is good indication 
critics have been right. 

Showmen say the Masonic commit- 
tee has something to learn about 
show business. 


Smith-Golden Play Off 


‘The Tadpole,’ written by Win- 
chell Smith and presented by John 
Golden, was taken off Saturday (12) 
after trying out. It was the first 
Smith and Golden show in years. 
Second act weakness. 


Smith is due to sail for Europe 
and figures on doing further work 
on the script. 


Hodge’s Follies’ at $1 


With $1 top and playing all week 
stands, Jimmy Hodges’ ‘Follies’ 
takes to the road Dec, 25, opening 
in the Colonial, Norfolk, Va. 

Hodges will carry 30 people in- 
cluding a band. Pat Liddy will be 
company manager. 


























Harrison’s Injury 


Bertram Harrison, stage director, 
is in the Union Memorial hospital, 
Baltimore, his leg crushed as the re- 
sult of auto accident Thanksgiving 
Day. He was motoring to Virginia 
for a holiday. 

Doctors estimate Harrison will be 
under treatment in the hospital for 
at least three months. 





Sydney-Ellis Play Dec. 28 


Paul Streger’s Hungarian play 
with Basil Sydney and Mary Ellis, 
will open at the Belasco, Washing- 
ton Dec. 28. In New York Jan. 
11. Title will be changed from 
the present ‘Jewel Robbery.’ 

Cast includes Cora Witherspoon, 
Clarence Derwent, Stuart Casey and 
Lionel Braham. Streger is directing 
and sets are by Aline Bernstein. 





Takes Off Farce 
San Francisco, Dec. 14. 
Sid Goldtree stopped ‘Whoops My 
Dear’ at Green Street after three 
fair weeks, 
Returning the farce Dec. 26 after 














Chicago, Dec. 14, 
Shubert receivership has started 
to unload some of its local lease 
obligations. Arrangements entered 
into last week between 
for the Irving Trust 


attorneys 
Company, 
trustees for the receiver, and rep- 
resentatives of the Harris and Se]. 
wyn bondholders relieved the Shu- 
berts of the operation of these 
houses, but at the same time held 
them liable for the remaining terms 
of the leases. 

Under the revised agreement the 
Shuberts will continue to book the 
Selwyn and Harris, with the final 
okay on all attractions available 
for spotting here coming from the 
bondholders’ reps. Latter will also 
have complete supervision over the 


theatres’ operations and will sign 
all checks. 

New deal further provides that 
ali operating profits are to go to 
the bondholders sinking fund, 


while the receivership, in return for 
being temporarily relieved of the 
rent burden, amounting to $2,300 
a week on each house, guarantees to 
foot all losses. That is, of course, 
after the rent has been deducted 
from: the gross deficit. 

Despite the fact that the move 
was described as a temporary ar- 
rangement, consensus of legit opin- 
ion here accepts it is a cinch bet 
that the houses will never return 
to Shubert operation. Lee Shubert 
has a 75% interest in the equity 
on the Harris, while Crosby Gaige 
holds the other 25%. Visa-versa fi- 
nancial set-up prevails in the case 
of the Selwyn. Total investment 
of the pair in both properties is 
rated at about $200,000, while the 
bonds outstanding against the the- 
atres and held by local interests 
exclusively amount te over $1,250,- 
000. Trustees, it is obvious, re- 
sorted to the above operation agree- 
ment in the hope of saving some 
of the Shubert equity and also to 
forestall for the time being any 
foreclosure proceedings. Bondhold- 
ers had been contemplating taking 
such action in January, 


Bad Season 


Both houses have been running 
in tough luck this season. Selwyn 
to-date has housed ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ and ‘The Vinegar Tree,’ each 
flopping dismally. Harris has 
played three successive Drama 
League guests, with. the grosses far 
below the coupon-clipping level. 
Selwyn is currently dark, and noth- 
ing in immediate prospect. 

It is anticipated that the Gar- 
rick will continue under the Shu- 
bert management for the remainder 
of the season. House is at pres- 
ent dark, but either ‘The Rhap- 
sody in Black’ or ‘The Good Com- 
panion’ is expected in here soon. 

Operating status of the Great 
Northern, now playing ‘Marching 
By,’ which has click possibilities 
on its switch to the two-for-one 
scale, also remains unchanged, 
Shuberts in recent months were 
given substantial cuts in rent on 
both houses. 





~ Engagements 


Lillian Dawson has replaced Lil- 
lian Roth in ‘Vanities’ at the Car- 
roll. Miss Dawson was in vaude- 
ville, 

Claire Luce, Helen Shipman, Rus- 
sell Hardy, Brian Donlevy, Chas, 
Palazzi, Tom Rutherford, Edna 
West, Hallie Manning, Gordon Riche 
ards John Taylor and Robert Al- 
len, ‘Society Girl’. 





Paul Kelly, ‘Adam Had Two 
Sons.’ 
Ben Smith, Owen Davis, Jr. 


Elizabeth Love, Laura Bowman, 
Wayland Rudd, Katherine Tracy, 
Jame Wheatley, Wm. David, T. 
Sayre Crawley, Milano Tilden, Arm- 
ithene Latimer, Orrin P. Burke, 
‘Sentinels.’ 

Ruth Chorpe.ining, 
Jr., “Trespass.’ 

Crane Wilbur, Walter Abel, ‘Elec- 
tra’ (road). 

Jack Bennett, Carl Julius, Ernes- 
tine Hornada), Beatrice White, El- 
wyn Harvey, Annabelle William, 
Marjorie Williams, James Kelso, ‘It 
Never Rains.’ 

Douglas Montgomery, ‘Fata Mor- 
gana.’ 

Blanche Yurka, Aline McMahon, 
Martha Graham, ‘Electra.’ 

Victor Kilian, ‘This Side of Jor- 
dan.’ : 

Blanche Ring, Helen Raymond, 


Elisha Cook, 





several cast changes, 


‘Stepping Sisters’ (revival). 
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Matter of Actors Salaries, Equi meee rok |Erlanger’s Backing One Indie, ‘but 
ie _|itlangers Bac ne indie, DU 
Original Book and Music with 
d Sh hert d R ° Dancing Added—At $2 Top e e 
) uberts and hyecelvers Now Up o Signs of Gong Further Just Now 
Taere’s no kidding on the all-col- 
+ ored ‘Pinafore’ announced by Pat ro EAE Me 5 
Leonard and Mack Hilliard. Cast 7 
, The Shuberts are now classed as TOOTLE, ST. JOE, REOPENS | has been set, rehearsing in Harlem! 2D UNEMPLOYMENT PLAY Erlanger’s is resuming its indie 
ed independent eg by Equity last week and moving down to play backing program. First getting 
pecause the Shubert corporation is s ; var Broadway Monday (14). . . ; Erlanger help is Lawrence Lang- 
wo gn the hands of receivers. It vir- Old Legit deans Dark 10 Years,/ As being handled, the text of the| First Takes in Depression; 2nd)... “~pe Bride the Sun Shines 
ed tually scraps the Basic Minimum Again Going Legit Gilbert and Sullivan writing hasn't Goes Into Strikes, Etc. On,’ by Will Cotton. This goes 
‘ys Agreement entered into between been changed. Instead it’s been ediinteegid into the Fulton, New York, Dec. 25. aH 
ay, ‘ Equity and the Managers’ Protect- St. Joseph, Mo., Dec, 14, | Made into a partial dancing affair,| wiih one legit play opened as a| That Erskin-Erlanger arrange- if 
p< | ive Association, of which the Shu- Tootle, theatre, dark 10 years, will| With that by the colored chorus] eachment on depresh and unem-|Ment is somewhat frozen seems i 
el- pearts were the te > Raregitare reopen when the Little Theatre ae poy mayer ——_ aan, wee ployment, that 1931— at the Mans- | borne out by two angles, one being i 
Realizing in addition that the |Players give their drama ‘Enter “a nga posh oe Sarah | field, another one is being framed. the Langner backing, while the Er- fai! i 
Ae Shubert receivers have the right to |Madame’ Dec. 17-18. The Players Pe ag se pot nag ter acey” Pm |It’s ‘Strike’ and will probably start skin contract is still declared to ; i 
Se | cancel contracts if for the benefit |have the house under a term lease |—-o~ one Wer, wames “iar, | at the Provincetown, in the Village. |¢xist. The other is that Erskin has Ahi 
1d i of the business, Equity has been |from Milton Tootle, Jr., owner. re yg Agee e aoe ey pes Play is the same one abandired|a new show, ‘Manhattan Medley,’ if 
ns i conferring with counsel for the re-| Mary Stauber, head of Players, | wo, eal is declared to be on) .nier this season by W. D. Blake.|by Larry Hazzard, which he has 
i . to determin = t S,| whereby the producers hope to get|,, P r : 
; ceivers e@ ways to pro- |announces that efforts will be made “* | Understood the present attempter is | bought, and maybe will finance in- 
tect actors’ salaries. The results Noble Sissle and his orch to come in. } ,, ; . ‘ 
; to bring road shows to St. Joseph : . E. Hunneker. Play deals with labor, | dependently. 
he have been fairly successful, the Irv- Beatrice Holtby. f the 1 -— _ wen Fc rca = ig ngprtaned pene strikes, etc. Langner’s ‘Bride’ is being done 
= receivers) stating that they believed ter Madame ; &P ‘. ped en ; nishing | parris’ Berlin-Hart musical. Rep. Co., which also goes with him 
8 e . Se Tan , =] 
~ og dle Regr Show will open New Year's Eve, ms lege gen pe ween oe 
: ¢ = vs oe house not set. ’*’T will be scaled at ber cay “ben: — pee co 
so at the theatres. Equity sees no $2 top except for the opening his staff move into the New Am- 
= ace ngelibeary ee ae GING GYPS Still another all-colored troupe is | —— ee Bing: — ves 
oleae word. Bob Sparks’ ‘Flame.’ Players take the ‘Streets of New York’ revival 
as . e matter was said to have been in Enid Raphael, Lew Payton, Lee closes at the 48th. 
4 discussed in the chambers of Judge Whippen, Will Brown, Rose Mc- Cautious or Otherwise 
a Coffey who has jurisdiction over the Clendon. Miss Raphael closed in Erlanger’s declares this is the sole : 
a receivership and who did not rule @| ‘Second Comin’’in the Village Sat- yg i " ; 
on th ef ’ g show so far to be done with Lang 
he on e _— — AoA the re- urday (12). choca * | ner, in line with the super-cautious 
ceivers to make whatever commit- i 
00 attitude adopted at that office. 
ments they though best. It appears alle aC , . rj > i 
to that Equity sought to have th . Equity’s council has ruled that e . 3 pe eee Emete sang DS Meee, WS Wie eee 
y & o have the re Alfreddo Salmaggi’s attempt to} deal passed off on the count of not 
32, i ] _ | its members must have the approval ; . : 
od ceivers file surety bonds guarantee - route a $2 opera through several| good enough material being around 
ing salaries, as required of inde- |°f the president or exec secy be- 9 southwestern keys started and l 7 : 
i a : fore appearing for producers when : : presently to warrant backing. Or 
; pendents who had no standing prior ended here last week, with th - eavy 
, week, wit e re- | ¢} 
ve there may be a heavy draught on 
to 1924 } h ; any one concerned with the outfit e ° pe he 
Hs o when the Agreement was aan heah atled ao damnutel ceiver holding details. Erlanger’s funds in view of the will 
ae signed. However, the court will not - ee USIC S ot In Salmaggi’s troubles commenced | contest finding. 
- permit receivers to file such bonds. It is declared the present rule has 9 when Harriet MacDonald, local With the 48th going dark it’s said 
mn 6/8 Salary Due — gg a gn wages mR femme impresario, filed suit to at-|4 possibility exists that ‘Louder 
me time, with the conditions now 
rt Equity has ruled that claims of | passed by the council Set a the b. 0. and properties for | Please’ may go over there from the 
ty players in the defunct ‘Constant | understood. Stringent aspect of the IC e po S $5,825 representing cash advanced| Masque. Barney Klawans is now 
, ; ee ’ , Salmaggi. Another woman filed | pooki hi 
re Sinner’ are valid and six-eighths of | new move is that the decision as mayer + : 00king this house. 
Ae @ week’s salary is due in lieu of |rendered by either of the empow- ae ruptcy petition against both| present Erlanger backing state is 
se proper notice. Notice of closing had | ered execs is final. ww rye _ ey Bae tae for)/in reverse of last season when it 
nt been posted but the show was sud- With the ruling a stiff sock for ‘Chicago, Dec. 14. yal i ue note o bs 500. Salmaggi| was active with a number of indies, ; 
is denly taken off in Washington after , While ‘Girl Crazy’ plays its weck| WS last seen heading = towards | plus old standbys. This also traced 
. " : gyps, it’s the second recent ruling t he B & K Oriental| Memphis with Miss MacDonald | to the 1 i 
® uesday night, authorities warning | with reference to producing corpo- | °M®@#emen at the riental | | oldine th «ft ; o the legal difficulties. / 
a= the management that miscegena-|rations Equity h t th h, | here, starting Dec. 18, the affairs g the sack for seven concert ¢ 
y as pu rough. dates, plus the attachment. 
ts i tion would not be tolerated on the | Other was one with all show cor- of the show wil be outside the Fact that some of the star 
” ‘ jurisdiction of Equity. Frank Dare, 10 T f. D 1 
| stage there Because of the pe- | porations forced to have guarantees : la oe oe ged i rg ar warblers failed to appear forced $ ap or rama st 
a= ' ¢culiar situation, Equity at first hes- |added to contracts thusly signed wow pany, Wee SEVERES Se Shet cancellation of the opening date at i 
a= itated about the claims. from responsible individuals. CE tack Week: By. Ce sanentaten's Little Rock, Ark. F ; Ni ht—Haull Can't St d ) 
18 The question now arises wheth New York office. Musical closed : sng sewing Ny Ig an 
; a “ert 6 P ly tl ber of h i | 
to the Shubert receivers will resently there are a number of | its jegitwrun at the Garrick here |SU™& here, grossing around $6,300, : ° 
: pay off ? 1 
| ; : questionable affairs being put into |j,.+ satura of which only $450 found its way F G d Di he : 
y on ‘Sinner’ or whether the claims | action. Some are emanating from| “wy. to the bank or LOrdon S$ Virecien ; 
i- will be relegated to those of ordi- i When @ musical production takes ” 
ig Sab anchitove, Laat aise eiadieg (Oren re re nn ean [UD ite abode tn a picture house tt TUE TUE SON: SS Tae Pee- 
a: thos ‘Alison's siceah manih po ha wi new ye may — some calls automatically changes its classifica - ple connected Salmaggi rounded Charles Gordon and Joe Zelli are 
Players in that show were given PE 7e~ cannabis tion to musical tab, the New York ert “ Ree eye os om fb pains Rogen tape te ee 
1s contracts guaranteeing six weeks. CGS0e GERRANON, LOS SUEY 88 yor Of the 28 h a‘t a 1 ; “Daut:y eae nin Aaah Boers, f= Fim | 
nm The show remained out two weeks BERLIN HARRIS SHOW hasn't concerned itself with organ- for pose or tr ~ rt ‘ti oy EY | See, Denevert, Soe Ok ae Ve 
o cek-wae ordered in by the veckivens. - izing this phase of the business. | _ RNSPOELALIOR. bilt Dec. 28. Piece was produced by | 
> is actevs than: Gaining Ghlncion ’ Contrary applies to legit dra- |: them in Paris in French. Idea back 
8 for the balance of the guarantee. AT MOSS BROADWAY matic productions that go tab. OF the sae See Ment He, See 
“4 Though the fatter claime may aise Condensed version of ‘The Blue MAX GORDON MAY 60 record price for straight legit in 
ar be regarded along with ordinary Sane Seneena Geese See veoy we pg hy ata ong lige we ase Fe oo og 
“1 creditors, Equity is considering nl- | 3B: S- Moss darkened the Broad- | operating a tab contract okayed by PAR FOR ONE MUSICAL of the tickets to his night club cus- i 
” ing claim with the M.P.A., which | W@Y theatre, New York, Saturday | the local Equity office. = 
guarantees the salary — claims | (12) without anything set for its Girl Crazy’ following the picture Present program is to open out of 
i against its members. What funds |TeoPening. Moss says he has sev- house date goes into the City Audi-| Through persuasion by Jesse | town Dec. 24 for three days, but 
eral ideas for the house and prefers | torium, Cleveland, for a week’s run| Lasky and the Marx brothers, Max that may be shifted to a week out ; 
1- remain in the M.P.A. and what : * j 
7 members of it could be called on to |® Jesit musical policy. starting Christmas Day. Stand is|Gordon is going to Hollywood, Gor- | °f town with the play opening New ; 
. scaled at $2 top, with Robert Mc-|don has .greed to become an ob- | Year's Eve as the alibi for the $10 
5 pay the claims is at the moment a In line with this it is reported & : 
s matter of speculation. the new Berlin-Harris musical may | oushlan, local impresario, guaran-| server on the Paramount lot~while tap. } : 
1 ‘| go into the Broadway at $3 top, teeing salaries” A week in Toronto] out there for at least eight weeks. Meantime show is having casting i 
with Moss concerned as a backer | 224 Montreal each is slated to fol-| If the Hollywood picture thing troubles. Henry Huil, in the lead, 4 
vs T I St ck Off besides landlording. low, but the producers of the show | strikes legit’s musical producer | Walked out of rehearsals Tuesday 
ig ourmg 0 S$ The theatre operator is now at- will have to come across with a|/right, he will consent to produce (8) after Gordon tried to direct him. 
eg tempting to locate an alternative — Beene Ree before the cast|one musical talker for Paramount. | Hull =" claimed he knew 
- : . e permitted to play either date. If it turns out okay, Gordon will|™ore about acting than Gordon 
r Traveling stocks have passed up| Policy to keep the house going be probably agree to do a single mu- | Could teach. 
. the road almost completely with|fore the musical arrives, if set. sical talker yearly, but declares he 
. a. + J = ’ 
a ert Saping gee Rew arg aren ey offer YOUMANS’ THEATRE DEAL | win not forego the legit. ; 
. ’ 
The Marxes and Gordon will N 
Where dozens formerly operated | writers, Gordon and Revel. Out- E as ew Backer-Director 
k ‘ xpect to Take Hammerstein’s for | leave New York Jan. 17, Hollywood- 
enly a few now are on the road. > wae perce 5 eS ‘Smiling Through’ bound. Gordon will watch the 
under Connolly’s direction pom ‘“ ‘ ‘ brothers make their next Par film More Wall Street comes into legit 
- ” : . ough papers have not been| comedy during the eight weeks he| through Charles Rowe from the 
Ex-Actor, Now Business Pst magne vaste ogy lg signed it is virtually set for Vincent | has consented to loaf on the coast. | financial lane, showing ‘Half A 
le Man Takes Empress Chi |aue to start rehearsals in two Ene 30 ee Seek Se ee Life” by Reginald Arkell, Play 
re. ’ ’ Seles Sitiaie: Meine’ Gea datete tan, New York, which he will again deals with Jewish life. 
hin Chicago, Dec. 14. nak padi roan aid ion or aa. call Hammerstein’s theatre. You- Newcomers Lou Levenson, erstwhile Broad- 
Southside Empress goes dramatic |r oS ine $14,000 Understood | ™2ms" new musical is due there way p.a., stepped in to rewrite the 
te stock Dec. 26. The first stock com- om ~e pe = tree a os will be —“ soon after New Year’s. It is pro- show, as well as directing it as 
s. pany this season in Chicago proper. : 0 4 se0 peop posed to call it ‘Smiling Through’ A declared former stage carpen- | his first job in that line. Casting 
a | Robert W. Howard is producing. | “"&*5°* on which play the book is based,|ter, James Blackburne, is taking | currently. ; 
he Howard, now an official of the Com- and which was a former dramatic] the nine-month dormant ‘Stork Is 
l- mercial Lighting Company, which ° success. Fact that the Stone show | Dead’ for another try right away. + 
a | handles the street lights in Chi- Bailey-Kugel Out has the name of ‘Smiling Faces,’| Play is by Hans Katow, Viennese, Carroll Makes 200 : 
\ eago, is a former performer, return- did not impress the young com-j;and was given up after a tryout , 
Pe q ing to the theatre. He has the house 4 + Pages last season. ' 
. on a three-year lease. Fred Gordon, owner of the Bel- Dick Maney has been made the Walter Campbell, once with Rich- Earl Carroll deducted $200 from : 
y, ee mont _and New Yorker theatres, | press agent for the Youmans show, | ard Herndon, as house manager, is | Lillian Roth’s ‘Vanities’ salar whe 
. ame New York, removed Oliver D. Bailey | Bernard Sobel deciding to remain|in with Louis Isquith on ‘Angels|she left the show at the Be of e 
\- Side Street’ for Erskin from the latter house, with Lee} with Ziegfeld. Tom Bodkin will be | Don’t Kiss’ by Barry Townley. This] last week after refusing to accept 
” Next » e ' Kugel exiting from the Belmont. general manager. ‘The Firefly’ was| is the show tried out this summer | a 25% salary out. 
‘ = aan play for Chester Erskin will | Joe Tierney is now handling both | mentioned in error as having had| by Johnny Walker, former film Part of the $200 was taken for 
, e Street,’ by Lawrence Haz- | theatres. Bailey, said to be ill, was|q Youman score. Instead the show] actor, with the latter now out.| damage all dw 
zard. Play was previously -‘known|in on the New Yorker on a per- | w ‘Wildfire.’ ’ ake ages WrOnent Dechenge € 
- 2 : 4 e was ‘Wildfire,’ the composer’s first| Townley for the lead and Kent| by Miss Roth’s da Bal 
as “Manhattan Melody.’ It goes into | centa and possible leasing after | clic rien rerdg 7 ; , m Og. alance was 
Siheaveel fn dan ; & age . z . o é i click, which Arthur Hammerstein | Thurber as stager. claimed due as the producer's share 
- uary. a period. ouse gets ‘It Never juced. inacinlccaiaainoet ee = Geeetindina 
¥ Program calls for only three weeks | Rains’ revival Xmas night. —— ° pad mapenictsst i 
“4 et rehearsal, with opening cold, as : oe Martin Herman Away 
It ual with most Erskin plays. — R d Cc Ben Stein g Fiend Martin Herman sailed for Ha- ‘Racketeer’ Reopening : 
" B Rice’s 2 Roa Os. _ Ben Stein, show manager, is turn- vana Saturday (12). First his The Shuberts are reopening ‘The 
Lubin’s Pla Set Casting on two road companies |ing producer with ‘The Fiend,’ mrothe r, A. H Woods, knew about | Little Racketeer,’ the Queenie Smith 
n, j y of Elmer Rice's ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ | mystery play by Helen Baxter and it was @ radio from the boat. show, in New Haven Christmas 
7 th frome Sackheim’s play ‘When | expected to begin very shortly. Au- Ralph Murphy. William Shore di- Herman will probably go to the Day, with the title to be changed 
€ Bough Breaks’ starts rehearsals | thor and Joseph Bickerton, Jr., will | recting. coast for the purpose of selling | before that time. Ss 
4, ec. 21, with Pauline Frederick. send them out. Only player picked so far is picture rights to a number of Additions to cast are Tom and 
Arthur Lubin is producing. Figured to open in six weeks Eleanor Phelps Woods’ plays Jetty Wonder. ; 
f 
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Week Before Xmas for Bway Legits 
Living Up to All 


the Sad Forecasts 





This, the week before Christmas, 
finds Broadway down to a total of 
24 shows, which was forecast. There 
ure seven or more due in next week, 
but most are crowded around the 
holiday (25), which falls on Friday. 

There are several closing possi- 
bilities this Saturday which would 
further denude the list before the 
holiday card actually arrives. After 
that an upward rise in business and 
shows is the hope. In the present 
going only the very good shows can 
and are surviving. 

The downward admission scales 
on Broadway are recognized as im- 
portant. Considered is the goyern- 
ment tax that applies on all tickets 
over $3. Only one drama is charg- 
ing more (‘Wimpole Street’) and 
that is a holdover from last season. 
An unusual exception is ‘Electra’, 
which calls for two tickets at $3 
each, or $6 for the full performance, 
but there is no tax. Same idea in 
reducing tickets applies to the mu- 
sicals. Only two are charging $5.50 
top. There are two at $4.40 and two 
at $3—no others at this time. 


Agency Demand Down 


Prices in the agencies are being 
kept down automatically because 
the demand is down—except for re- 
‘cent week-ends, when football 
crowds were in town. Managers are 
worried over the plan to put a 10% 
tax back on all tickets, which will 
further embarrass the theatre. 

Last week’s four entrants devel- 
oped one money possibility in 
‘Springtime for Henry’ at the Bi- 
jou. It claimed capacity Saturday 
after a Wednesday start. ‘The Pass- 
ing Present’ got about $10,000 at 
the Barrymore, aided by a $5.50 
premiere, but is in doubt; ‘1931-’ at 
the Mansfield more than doubtful; 
‘The Second Comin’ went on and 
off at the Provincetown; ‘Little 
Women’ revived for special mati- 
nees at the Playhouse should do 
well during the holidays; ‘After 
All’, which opened late in the pre- 
“vious week, figured not over $6,000 
at the Booth. 

‘A Widow in Green’ closed at the 
Cort; ‘The Devil’s Host’ also with- 
drawn Saturday at the Forrest. 
‘Streets of New York’ closes at the 
48th Street, which will get ‘The So- 
cial Register’, now at the Cohan, 
where ‘Berlin’ is due (28). 

Due in next week: ‘Cold in Sa- 
bles’, Cort; ‘This Side of Jordan’, 
Ritz; ‘Fata Morgana’ (revival), 
Royale; ‘Sugar Hill’ (colored), For- 
rest; ‘It Never Rains’ (revival), 
New Yorker; ‘Of Thee I Sing’, Mu- 
sic Box, and ‘The Bride the Sun 
Shines On’, Fulton. Both the latter 
are due on Saturday night (26), 
while ‘The Mikado’ is slated into 
Erlanger’s Christmas afternoon, 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘After All,’ Booth (3d week) (C- 
730-$3). Seems in doubt; first full 
week not good—maybe pre-Christ- 
mas thing; $6,000. 

‘Wimpole Street,’ Empire (40th 
week) (C-1,099-$3.85). Heartening 
to observers that excellent pace 
maintained; now longest run show 
in town; not much under $18,000 
again. 

‘Bloody Laughter,’ 49th Street (3d 
week) (D-700-$2.50). Company has 
following among Yiddish playgoers; 





doing lightly, perhaps $5,000. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco (6th week) 
(C-1,000-$3). Agencies renewed buy; 
good lower floor demand continues 
and may go through winter; $11,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (10th week) 
(O-1,416-$4.40). Operetta favorite 
continues to draw virtual capacity 
with weekly $28,000. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (10th 
week) (C-984-$3). Among better 
comedies and winter-staying possi- 
bility; averaging over $9,000. 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 
(7th week) (C-1,042-$3). One of 
real hits; no difference last week 
when Broadway was expected to 
ease off; $19,000. 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (7th week) 
(CD-893-$3). One or two nights bit 
off but commands fine trade; last 
week around $16,000. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(10th week) (M-1,395-$3). Probably 
staying to get holiday money; good 
only at week-ends when all musi- 
—_ sell out; but figured mild $10,- 

0. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (11th week) 
(D-530-$3). Slipping and may not 
last as long as anticipated; made 
little money; last week about $6,000. 

‘Louder, Please,’ Masque (6th 
week) (C-700-$3). Hollywood press 
agent farce holds to about same 
money; $6,500 or bit over; betters 
even break. 

*‘Mourning-Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
(8th week) (D-914-$6). Test should 

come with expiration of subscrip- 
tions but should lead dramas 
through winter; $25,000. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
week) (C-1,168-$3). No falling off 
of capacity trade; agencies taking 
buy when subscriptions over; $23,- 
000. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (14th week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). Few musicals helping 
this one; $36,000. 

‘Social Register,’ Cohan (6th week) 


Beck (5th 


(C-1,400-$3). After spurting when 
moving here from Fulton eased to 
about $10,000; figured to stick and 
will move to 48th Street; ‘Berlin’ 
the next attraction here, 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou (2d 
week) (CD-605-$3). Opened middle 
of last week with generally good no- 
tices; claimed capacity by Satur- 
day; $6,500 in five times, promising. 
‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (28th week) (R-1,717-$5.50). 
Business comparatively good; 
though under earlier pace is still 
turning profit; about $31,000 last 
week. 
‘The Devil’s Host,’ Forrest. Taken 
off last Saturday; played to small 
change for about four weeks. 
‘The Good Fairy’, Henry Miller’s 
(4th week) (C-946-$3). New 
comedy success went up instead of 
shading and well over $16,000; 
strong agency call. 
‘The Laugh Parade’, Imperial (7th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Getting ex- 
eellent attendance; off early last 
week somewhat but closed _ to 
capacity and well over $31,000. 
‘The Passing Present’, Barrymore 
(2nd week) (C-1,090-$3). Notices 
rather mixed; about $10,000; $5.50 
top first night helped. 
‘Vanities’, Carroll (17th week) (R- 
2,550-$3). Not capacity save at 
week-ends; $45,000 estimated; new 
edition planned. 


‘Widow in Green’, Cort. Taken off 


last Saturday; approximately four 
weeks, with interruptions. 
‘1931’, Mansfield (2nd week) (D- 


1,050-$3). Opened late last week; 
notices mixed and chances in doubt. 
Other Attractions 

‘Streets of New York’, 48th Street; 
revival’s last week. 

‘Little Women’, Playhouse; re- 
vival; on off matinee afternoons. 

‘Coastwise Annie’, Belmont. 

‘The Second Coming’, Province- 
town; taken off Saturday. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
monolog. 


BEBE DANIELS’ STAGE 
DRAW HOLDS; $7,500 


San Francisco, Dec. 14. 

Bebe Daniels in ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
continued tu hold up well for Duffy 
at the Alcazar in an otherwise 
dreary local legit week. Only com- 
petition came from ‘Chocolate Sol- 
dier’ at the Geary, and ‘Whoops My 
Dear’ at the Green Street, both of 
which fold Saturday, leaving ‘Chey- 
ney’ alone for next week. 

Curran dark. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Mrs. Cheyney,’ Alcazar (24 week) 
(D-1,250-$1.50). Bebe Daniels still 
drawing 'em; $7,500, equal to first 


Avon; 





week. o 
‘Chocolate Soldier, Geary (2d, 
last week) (O-1,700-$2). Bowing 


out with $6,000. House dark. 

‘Whoops My Dear,’ Green St. (34, 
last week) (F-350-$1.50). Poor $750 
and closes for two weeks, reopening 
Dec. 26. 


‘FOLLIES’ $75,000 IN 
BOSTON IN TWO WKS. 


Boston, Dec. 14. 
‘Follies’ gave the Colonial its big- 
gest gross of season, $37,000, for the 
first week. House is sold out for the 
ysecond. In its two weeks’ stay the 
+ aca troupe ought to grass $75,- 








“Of Thee I Sing,” opening cold at 
the Majestic, died $16,500 in five 
days. Several new shows due 
Christmas night. 

Estimates for Last Week. 

‘Follies’ (Colonial) — Excellent 
$37,000 at $4.40 top, first of two-week 
stay. e 

“Of Thee I Sing” (Majestic)—Gooa 


$16,500, first week, for new show. 
Stays till Dec. 23. 

‘Student Prince’ (Shubert) -3d 
pains Oy $17,000. Good enough at this 
scale. 


“School for Scandal’ (Plymouth)— 
$18,000 and ought not slip much this 
week, 





Shea Paces ‘Electra’ 


Joe Shea leaves today (Tuesday) 
to get in front of ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ and stay there for 
the Theatre Guild for the remainder 
of the season. Road company ef 
the O'Neill marathon opens at 
Ford’s, Baltimore, Jan. 4, and goes 
to the National, Washington, week 
of Jan. 11. The second company is 
headed by Judith Anderson, Flor- 
ence Reed and Walter Abel. 

Shea formerly handled publicity 
for Fox Films at its Coast studios, 
and more recently was attached to 
the story department of that com- 





pany in the east. His affiliation 
with the Guild, under Bob Sisk, 
marks Shea's return to the legit 
field. 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Jewel Robbery’ (Streger) 
Times Sq. 

‘Devil Passes’ (Arch Selywn) 
Selwyn. tee 
Fata Morgana’ (Cooper) 

Royale. 
‘Good Companions’ (Shu- 
berts, road) 44th 


‘Trespass’ (Haford) Geneva. 

‘Beriin’ (Reed & Moore) Co- 
han. 

‘Animal Kingdom’ 
Lyceum, . 

‘Never Rains’ (Hymans) New 
Yorker. 

‘Broken Dishes’ (Biddel, Chi- 
cago) Booth. 

‘Fiend’ (Stein) Broadhurst. 

‘Sentinels’ (Batchelor) Avon. 

‘Coid In Sables’ (Collins) 
Cort. 

‘Papavert’ (Zelli) Vanderbilt. 

‘Smilin’ Through’ (Youmans) 
Fulton. 


(Miller) 














ONLY 2 SHOWS 
NOW IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 14. 

Just two legit houses are holding 
the fort here from now until Christ- 
mas. Result of reduced number of 
theatres is good business in the few 
that are active. 

The Maude Adams-Otis Skinner 
revival of ‘Merchant’ did very well 
last week at the Broad, although by 
no means the solid sellout ex- 
pected by some, Regular matinees 
went solid and an extra Friday mat. 
was strong, but, there were plenty 
of seats downstairs for all evening 
performances. Balcony and gallery 
went clean first. In nine perform- 
ances revival must have done 
around $23,000 or $24,000. 

Pat McNutt’s production of Noel 
Coward's ‘Hay Fever’ picked up 
steadily throughout its second week 
at the Chestnut. Now appears cer- 
tain that this will be one of the 
most profitable of the shows spon- 
sored by the Pro Players (subscrip- 
tion) Group during their three 
years’ existence. Last week’s gross 
was $12,000 or better and this 
week’s should be a grand better 
than that. 

Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhapsody in Black’ 
(revue) has been very spotty in its 
run here at the Shubert. End of 
engagement is now set for this Sat- 
urday (19), giving Philly just one 
house lighted the first four days of 
next week. 

Lineup for the holidays seems 
definite, but actual opening dates 
have been shuffled around. Arch 
Selwyn’s Benn Levy play, ‘The 
Devil Passes,’ bows in Christmas 
night, and so does ‘Blossom Time’ 
on its umpty-umpty visit. Former 
at Broad, latter at the Shubert. 

Saturday afternoon, Dec. 26, 
‘Good Companions’ arrives at the 
Forrest and the 28th Ethel Barry- 
more’s ‘School for Scandal’ and Vin- 
cent Youman’s musioaal version 6f 
‘Smiling Thru’ are scheduled, for- 
mer at Chestnut as Pro Players 
subscription, and latter at the Gar- 
rick. There is a chance the You- 
man’s piece may debut the 26th. 

Now appears definite that neither 
the Walnut or the Brlanger will 
have holiday offerings. Both are 
almost certain to remain dark for 
some time to come. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Hay Fever” (Forrest, 3d week). 
One of the most profitable of Pro 
Players offerings since they started; 
has built steadily and $12,000 last 
week. ‘School for Scandal’ Dec. 28. 

‘Rhapsody in Black’ (Shubert, 4th 
week). Final week for this week 
for this Negro revue, which has had 
spotty engagement; around $12,500 
Jast week. 

‘Merchant of Venice’ (Broad). Re- 
vival. Very good for Adams-Skin- 
ner with $23,500 on nine perform- 
ances; house went dark Saturday 
(12) for two weeks. 





Minn. Shows Slow 


Minneapolis, Dec. 14. 


“A Modern Virgin” wasn’t much 
of a drawing card for the Bainbridge 
stock at the Shubert, grossing only 
around $3,000 last week, with Vic- 
tor Jory back as leading man this 
week. Better results appear to be in 
prospect. 

‘Girls in Blue,’ with the aid of a 
wrestling match one night, got about 
$3,000 for Harry Hirsch’s burlesque 
stock at the Gayety. 

After a long darkness the Metro- 
politan is lighted up the first half 
of this week with ‘The House Beau- 
tiful.”” It will be followed during the 
next fortnight by ‘Tomorrow and 
Tomorrow’ and ‘As Husbands Go.’ 








Grand Hotel’ $19.00, Very Hot: 


Only 6 Pre-Christmas Legits in Chi 





SHUBERTS LOSE JUNIORS 








Group for Children’s Theatre 
Switches Into Alvin 
Mixup with the Shuberts on 


various counts has resulted in the 
National Junior Theatre group, 
which outfit is trying to create a 
new scope for children’s theatre, 
going into the Alvin instead of the 
Elliott. It will open either Dec. 25 
or 26 with ‘Tom Sawyer.’ 

Part of the difficulties are said 
to include a change of Shubert 
mind, caused by the receivership. 
Arrangement understood to have 
been made last summer had Shu- 
berts ready to back the National. 
There is also said to have been a 
further disagreement between Jules 


Murry and one of those concerned 
with National, but cause isn't 
given. 

Explained that what National 


tries to do is to show plays that 
may go oke for adults, as well as 
youngsters, but with the latter at 
an older age than the plays for tots’ 
groups otherwise active, Katherine 
S. Brown and Glenna Tinnin are 
the heads. 


In going to the Alvin, it is de- 
clared National financed themselves. 
Booking at the Alvin is for two 
wec *, with options. Plays in the 
rep include ‘Little Minister’, ‘Kiss 
for Cinderella’, w. k. adult actors. 


Pittsburgh Hears of 
‘Blossom’ Cut-Rating 
In Chi—And No Like 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 14. 

Another ordinary session for the 
legit last week. ‘As Husbands Go’ 
at Nixon did around $12,500. ‘Blos- 
som Time’ (Shubert), annual return 
to Alvin, scraped together $8,000. 

Some resentment here over ‘Blos- 
som’ playing a two-for-one month 
in Chi, coming on here at regular 
prices. 

May or may not be one reason of 
what's the trouble with the road. 

Nixon dark currently while Alvin 
has ‘House Beautiful’ as subscrip- 
tion of Professional Players. 

Xmas week will see both sites 
dark first four days of week, Alvin 
opening Xmas night with ‘Vinegar 
Tree, which will remain over 
through New Year's week, and pos- 
sibility of Nixon doing same thing 
with ‘Animal Kingdom,’ although 
this booking isn’t set as yet. 


DUNCAN SIS NOT DOING 
WELL IN ‘TOPSY’ AT L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 
Only two legit offerings locally 














are in Hollywood, ‘Private Lives’ at‘ 


the Hollywood Playhouse, and 
‘Topsy and Eva’ at the El Capitan. 
Former continues to hold. Res- 
ervations for next week fell off, but 
Edward Everett Horton, producer 
and star, hasn’t picked anything to 
follow, with indication that he'll 
hang on. Take for last week was 
slightly below previous week at 
$6,900, heavy for the fifth week. 
Duncan Sisters in ‘Topsy and Eva’ 
at the El Capitan were a disappoint- 
ment at $6,000. Show closes in two 
weeks. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Topsy and Eva,’ El Capitan (3d 
week) (M-1,571-$1.50). Not much 
more than overhead money at $6,000, 
with the Duncan fans about washed 


up. 

‘Private Lives,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (5th week) (C-1,152-$2). Sat- 
isfactory at $6,900, but day-and-date 
playing to the picture expected to 
end that. 


L. A.’s 5 New Ones 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Five new shows will reopen dark 
houses for the Christmas holidays. 
Stratford-Upon-Avon Players at the 
Biltmore and Bebe Daniels in ‘Last 
of Mrs. Cheney’ at El Capitan Dec. 
21. ‘Grand Hotel’ at the Belasco 
Dec, 2. 

Carthay Circle goes legit with 
Nance O'Neill starred in a $1.50 top 








in George Roberson-Dickson Mor-- 


gan ‘Lysistrata’ Dec. 26, and colored 
book musical produced by Rodney 
Pantages opens uts6CU6the|©6U Mayan 
Dec. 29 








Chicago, Dec. 14, 

Three more withdrew from the 
legit fleld last week, cutting the con- 
tenders for the pre-Christmas trade 
down to six. Grosses generally took 
a steep decline, with Earl Carroll's 
‘Vanities’ taking the stiffest socking 
of them all to the tune of around 
$17,000 for the blow-out week. 

Holiday outlock in the way of pre- 
mieres not so lively. Nothing carded 
to unveil the current week. ‘Three's 
a Crowd’ slips into the Erlanger 
next Sunday (20), and only two are 
scheduled for opening . Chirstmas 
night. Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar,’ 
Apollo, and ‘Broken Dishes,’ Adelphi. 
Two days later Harry Minturn’s 
version. of ‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ 
unspreads at the Studebaker, and 
on the following night the Drama 
League brings ‘The House Beautiful’ 
into the Harris. 

‘Grand Hotel’ opened last Tuesday 
to unstinted critical raves and a 
box office turnaway. Dropped off 
slightly a couple days after the pre- 
miere, but the sellout reaction that 
followed sufficed to shoot the take 
to around $19,000 for seven perform- 
ances. Strong pace indicated by the 
advance sale has this one in a sound 
position, 

After a promising getaway, 
‘Marching By’ slid last week to $14,- 
000, panicking the Shuberts to the 
point of throwing it into the cut-rate 
ranks. Further slump expected here 
until Christmas, but the subsequent 
recovery should be solid enough to 
carry it along for a run. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ wound 
up its three weeks’ stay at the 
Blackstone with a five grand decline, 
while ‘Green Pastures,’ on its 14th 
lap, came close to $14,000. Dra- 
matic League's ‘Payment Preferred’ 
jumped a grand, but this was due 
to the third and fourth weeks’ sub- 
scribers advancing their reserva- 
tions. Play's run has been cut short 
a week and leaves at the end of the 
current week for Boston. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (10th week) 
(R-1,430; $3). Response from cut- 
rate clientele toward the end of the 
week saved ths one from a sad rout, 
Brought around $15,000 and has a 
week more to go. Figured that the 
three forced additional weeks will 
cost Billy Rose easily $10,000 out of 
his previous profits, 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (10th-final 
week) (M-1,997; $3). Week started 
off dismally, but came back sturd- 
ily enough to count up near $9,000. 
Company lays off until Friday (18), 
when the show opens for a week 
at the B. & K. Oriental here. Une 
folds at the City Auditorium, Cleve- 
land, Christmas Day. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Grand (ist week) 
(D-1,360; $3). Everything in its 
favor but the pre-Christmas spell. 
Nothing to worry about even there, 
as shown by the strong agency 
call. Around $19,000 from Tues- 
day to Saturday nights. 

‘Green Pastures, [Illinois (14th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Clipped a 
grand to around $14,000, but still 
good for a profit during the holi- 
days. House has tied up with 
Teachers’ Union on a selling plan 
for the. pre-holiday period, whereby 
the latter’s relief fund gets a one- 
third cut on all tickets sold by the 
schoolmarms. Plan panning out 
nicely. 

Marching By,’ Great Northern (2d 
week) (O-1,165; $3), Hit the bumps 
the initial part of the week, with 
the Shuberts stirred to resorting 
to the cut-rate pulmotor. Recovery 
from Thursday on helped pile up 
an approximate $14,000. 

‘Payment Deferred,’ Harris (2d 
week) (D-1,219; $3). Quoted at 
around $10,000. Original schedule 
of four weeks here reduced to three, 
leaving at the end of this week for 
Boston. ‘The House Beautiful’ ar- 
rives here the 28th. 

‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room,’ 
Studebaker (3d week) (D-1,001; $1.) 
Around $5,000, but far from show- 
ing signs of having outlived its wel- 
come. Chances of its moving to the 
Cort two days after Christmas, to 
make room here for the ‘Elizabeth 
the Queen’ entry. So far season's 
champ freak. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ Black- 
stone (3d-final week) (D-1,200; $3). 
Blighting reaction suffered by this 
one on the last stanza. Claimed 
$7,000 meant a dip into the red for 
all concerned. Moved to St. Louis. 
House goes dark until Christmas 
night when O. E. Wee returns with 
his version of ‘Strange Interlude’ 
at cut-rate and top-scaled at $2.50. 

‘Vanities, Erlanger (4th-final 
week) (R-1,318; $3). Mediocre biz 
at $17,000 mark. Company lays off 
until Christmas, opening then for 
a week in Milwaukee ane after that 
working west. ‘Three’s a Crowd’ 
next entry at this spot, Dec. 20. 





‘SING HIGH’ TRAILING 
‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ is now on 
a week to week notice. Cut went in 
few weeks ago. 
Walker Towne, Ine., producing 
‘Sine’ setting up for the next one, 
‘Sanctuary.’ 
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Payment i in Kind as World System 
To Circumvent Gold Export Bans 








Paris, Dec. 3. 


An international clearing house 


for authors’ rights may be the out- 
come of current German legislation 
prohibiting the export of money 
from that country. Authors’ rights 
accruing in Germany from plays by 
French authors done there, cannot 
be paid to French authors 


money cannot be exported, which 
means considerable loss to such 
playwrights as Jean Giraudoux, 
whose ‘Amphitryon 38’, is doing ex- 
ceedingly well in Germany on many 
stages. 

To counteract this, Charles Mere, 
president of the French authors, 
and Gaston Rageot, president of 
the French writers, got in touch 
with the German authors’ society, 
namely ‘Verband Deutscher Bun- 
nencomponisten’, to arrange that 
rights collected by the German au- 
thors society in Germany, which 
should normally be paid to French 
playwrights, should be used locally 
to pay German playwrights, whose 
works being done in Paris, entitle 
them to receive money from France. 

Clearing House Idea 

Against this the French society 
will use the funds, accruing from 
royalties of German plays, which 
should be sent to Germany to pay 
the French playwrights who should 
receive their royalties from Ger- 
many, thus setting up a kind of 
clearing house between the two 
countries, with probable extension 
to many other countries. 

This Opens a new train of thought 
and might lead to some interna- 
tional arrangement, such as paying 
in New York American film com- 
panies for film credits derived from 
Argentine, for instance, with money, 
which normally could be sent to 
Argentine by firms importing Ar- 
gentine stuff such as wheat, paying 
for wheat in Argentine with bal- 
ances which American film com- 
panies are unable to bring home 
since no money can be exported 
from the country, and which they 
are currently at a loss to use. 


PARIS AUTHOR-CRITIC 
DUEL BALKED T00 SOON 


Paris, Dec, 14. 

Indignant at a bad review of his 
new play, Jean Salacrou challenged 
Robert Kemp, critic, to a duel. 
Kemp was satisfied, and the affair 
almost went through, but was 
stopped by the Press Association’s 
forbidding it. 

Salacrou found Kemp at a per- 
formance in the Atelier and chal- 
lenged him with a threat to fight it 
out then and there. Performance 
was disturbed just long enough to 
quiet the couple, after which the 
duel was arranged. 


since 


Fanchon in London 


London, Dec. 14. 
Miss Fanchon of Fanchon and 
Marco is here looking over the 
shows, though finding little of in- 
terest. 
She leaves for Paris tomorrow 
(15). 





Swiss Embargo Too? 


Berlin, Dec. 4. 
The Swiss Employment Min- 
istry in Zurich has refused en- 
trance for guestplaying to the Ger- 
man jazzband Marek Weber. 
Weber accordingly has given up 
the idea of going to Zurich. 


Weather 


Paris, Dec. 14. 
Fine weather here, much better 
than usual at this time of the year. 
Show business reversely affected, 
with taking off. 


London, Dec. 14. 

Favorable weather here is help- 
ing business all around. Grosses 
are up in most West End houses 
with quite a number playing to ca- 
pacity. 

Advance bookings for Christmas 
have been quite healthy so far and 
looks like it will be a happy holiday 
Reed kb 


» 
> 





SAYAG IN MONEY JAM 


Creditors Ask Bankruptcy—Receiver 
Appointed—Owes $500,000 





Paris, Dec. 14. 
Alleging that his liabilities are 
close to $500,000 and no assets, cred- 


itors of Edmond Sayag have asked 
bankruptcy proceedings against 
him, Court has adjourned the de- 
cision, possibly because Sayag is a 
lessee of the city of Paris which 
means the thing may develop into 
a municipal scandal. 

Temporary receiver has_ been 
named and is now running the The- 
atre Ambassadeurs, currently show- 
ing ‘Cyclone’. One of the first things 
to go into effect was a weekly pay 
arrangement for actors instead of 
fortnightly as previous. Means that 
the eventual closing down notice 
can be shorter. 


Maya,’ Musical; ‘Finder, 
Comedy; Good New Crop 
Of Plays in Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


3udapest, Dec. 4. 

‘Maya,’ new musical at the Fova- 
rosi Operette theatre, with book by 
Harmath and music by Szabolcs 
Fenyes, a gifted youth of 21, com- 
bines melodrama, vaudeville and 
musical comedy in the story of a 
man who thinks he has killed his 
best friend and ’lists in the Foreign 
Legion, but pangs of conscience 
drive him back to Paris, where he 
finds the murdered friend alive and 
making love to the murderer’s best 


girl. This gives no idea of the sen- 
timent, fun and cinematographic 


drama crowded into the three acts 


of ‘Maya.’ If anything; it’s too 
much of a good thing. Accordingly, 
‘Maya’ is a_ success. Hannah 


Honthy, in the name part of the 
dancer, comes in for a big share of 
it. If ‘Morocco’ hadn’t preceded it, 
‘Maya’ would be sure of a screen 
career, which seems probable even 
now. 

‘The Honest Finder,’ by Aladar 
Szanto, is an amusing crook play in 
which the thief, who has stolen a 
wealthy widow’s valuable handbag, 
gives it back to her, posing as the 
honest finder, because he thinks the 
reward he gets is safer money than 
what he could sell it for. 

In the conversation the widow 
literally throws herself and the keys 
of her safe at the handsome crook’s 
head and engages him as a secre- 
tary there and then, because she 
finds him more to her liking than 
the silly nincompoops and fortune- 
hunters who surround her. Love 
complications end with crook walk- 
ing out of W. W.’s house with his 
girl accomplice, without touching 
the safe and after proving to W. W. 
that all the honest men in her com- 
pany are worse thieves than he is. 
Plenty of fun in the situations and 
good lines to laugh over, but the 
plot gets unhinged through the im- 
probability. 

‘Porcelain’ Liked 

‘Porcelain,’ by Erno Anday, at the 
Kamara is a piece of charming and 
pleasant artificiality, redeemed by 
Gizi Bajor’s acting and by some 
very amusing situations. Anday, a 
young author of a post-war genera- 
tion, has written a very pre-war 
play about the daughter of a dealer 
of antiques, who thinks the man she 
gets mixed up with is a prince of 
the blood, whereas he merely is the 
prince’s secretary. 

Before learning this, the girl real- 
izes she really loves the unworldly 
art historian to whom she must 
propose because he is too shy. The 
play is constructed according to all 
approved rules, and is very enjoy- 
able, although the characters are 
purely made up. Without being 
overwhelming, ‘Porcelain’ has a good 
chance of success anywhere if well 
acted. 

‘Bride of Torocko’ is far and away 
the biggest hit of the season, with 
‘White Horse Inn’ shaping better 
than was expected. On the whole, 
there is a fair percentage of good 
plays, but only the very best can 
hold their own against this season's 
depression, 


Jannings in London 
London, Dec. 14. 


Set now for Emil Jannings to ap- 
pear here in a stage version of ‘The 
Patriot.” Piece will go into His 
Majesty’s when ‘Good Companions’ 
vacates, probably in February. 

Matheson Lang played in one ver- 
sion of ‘The Patriot’ at York’s. Sir 
Barry Jackson produced another 
version at the Court a couple of 
years ago. r 


Bluff’ Show for Stage 


Paris, Dec. 14. 
‘Bluff, new play by George 
Delance, opened mildly at the Va- 
riety. Pretty slow legit play but 
looks like a screen bet. 
Tale is that of an adventurer who 
makes good. 


FRENCH RESENT 











ENGLAND'S BAN} 


Paris, 14, 
Show people here are developing 
a case of Anglophobia due to Eng- 
land’s refusing working permits to 
French players. Latest case to worry 


the French is the barring from Eng- 
land of the dozen Can Can girls 
from the Bal Tabarin who were to 
go into John Anderson’s new revue 
for the Hippodrome. 

Only Hippodrome foreigners are 
the Lime Trio (American) and Ran- 
dall, last year’s star of the Folies 
Bergere. 

Agitation here for retaliation by 
deporting the various groups of 
English chorus girls that are show- 
ing here. 





Dec. 


Lime Trio was at first barred for 
the Anderson revue by the British 
government, but exclusion order was 
later rescinded, Understood in New 
York Irene Franklin will sail in two 
weeks to go into the London revue. 

While there nas been considerable 
of for- 


barring in London recently 
eign acts, feeling in New York is 


that France and all other European 
countries have done the same thing 
about as much recently, with all 
trying to protect their own pcorle. 


London’s Berlin Plays 


London, Dec. 3. 


Harold Scott, who brought Rich- 
ard Tauber to England in the ‘Land 
of Smiles,’ is to do another German 
piece, a musical version of ‘Du- 
barry,’ currently at the Admirals- 
Palast, Berlin, starring Gitta Alper. 
Joe Coyne and Clarice Harwicke 
have been signed. 


Date depends on its Berlin run, 
as Scott has Alper under contract 
to come to London. Rowland Leigh 
is adapting the book for England 
and show is scheduled for the 
Prince Edward, closed for a long 
time. 


When a successor is needed to 
‘White Horse Inn’ at the Coliseum, 
Erik Charell’s ‘Casanova,’ now cur- 
rent in Berlin, will be produced 
there. 


Palladium Encourages Lifts of 
Material from Am. Acts by English? 





RASTELLI DIES 


London, Dec. 5. 


Repetition of lifts of American 
mace acts appearing in the Palladium 
Great Juggler Poisoned From!pore, done by English variety ac- 
Scratch By Toothbrush ltors, is commencing to stamp the 
—_———- | Palladium as an encourager of that 
Paris, Dec. 14. | obnoxious manner of ‘showman- 

Enrico Rastelli, 35, died in Italy ore ; : 
rain theed-esiees canned oe | The Palladium seems singularly 
scratching himself with a teoth- | adverse to Americans or their crea 
ead | tions. It is but lately ‘Variety 
a ee ee ee beeseoage how the Palladium managee- 
ment arbitrarily ‘fined’ the Ameri- 


tically idol in Paris circusdom., 


RIVIERA IN PANIC FOR 


an 





back to the Riviera a little Ameri- 
can legitimate trade, since the gam- 
bling business is shot to pieces. 
Company will make a tour of the 
Azur coast, opening in Nice at the 
Palais de la Mediterrane Dec. 14. 
Both Monte Carlo and Nice are ad- 
vertising ambitious operatic sea- 
sons. 

The Riviera is putting up a fignt 
to offset the slump. The Casino 
boys first thought it funny that the 
Stock Exchange boys took it on the 
chin, but they are now feeling the 
reaction. First casualty is Mentone 
Casino closing for the winter, with 
everybody along the Cote d'Azur 
scared their number is up next. 

One strange result of the Casino 
boys’ panic is that, despite their 
differences, they are getting to- 
gether to permit worth while book- 
ing of names in the show business, 
which previously could only have 
played one place and will now get 
time on a whole circuit. 


Shuberts Declared Out 


London, Dec. 14. 

Ludwig Dollinger, owner of 50% 
of the American film rights to 
‘Wonder Bar,* nas cahed off the deal 
with the Shuberts, who held the 
other 50%, because of the condi- 
tions of Shubert affairs. 

Dollinger has the world rights to 
the musical. 


Ruffo Drawing 
The Hague, Dec. 14. 
Titta Ruffo here for concerts. 
Playing to exceptionally big 





houses, 





London Show World 





London, Dec. 4. 

Viscountess Snowden, wife of the 
ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who is a governor of the British 
Broadcasting Company, and was re- 
cently appointed a directoress of 
Covent Garden syndicate, has ex- 
pressed a wish that all the British 
opera organizations should get to- 
gether into one corporation and ar- 
range more popular prices for opera 
seats. She suggested opera clubs 
be formed in different towns to pur- 
chase tickets by subscription and 
that the BBC be a sort of nucleus 
of a ministry of fine arts. 

Some time ago Lady Snowden 
succeeded in securing a grant from 
the BBC for the support of Covent 
Garden opera, which was losing 
money. In the present state of af- 
fairs there is a likelihood the com- 
ing season at Covent Garden may 
be its last. 





G. M. Slater, of the theatrical 
agency of Denton & Slater, is retir- 
ing from the firm. C. St. John Den- 
ton, probably the oldest agent here, 
will continue the business, in asso- 
ciation with Lillian Warner, daugh- 
ter of the late Richard Warner, who 
has been connected with the agency 
for years. 


Shoolbred’s department store, 
which went out of business, is seek- 
ing to utilize the premises, and an 
application will be made to the Lon- 
don County Council to run pictures 
on the second floor and rent the 
ground floor for shops. 


‘And So to Bed’ was revived at 





the Globe, Nov. 26, with Yyonne Ar- 
naud in her original role and Frank 





Cellier as Pepys, givimg a quite dif- 


ferent characterization from Ed- 
mund Gwenn, who created the part 
here. Revival nicely received. 





Players theatre showed Nov. 30 a 
farce by Frederick Jackson titled 
‘The Cannibal.’ Small play, small 
story, small cast, small production— 
small hopes. 


The Bostock & Wombwell menag- 
erie gave its last public perform- 
ance at Newcastle Nov. 30, after 
which the show was auctioned off. 
The animals were sent to Glasgow 
under a seven weeks’ contract to 
the Glasgow corporation, § after 
which they will be sent to various 
zoos. The show had been in exist- 
ence 12 years. 


Owing to a motor racing accident 
at Brooklands track, Ted Trevor 
has been advised by the doctors to 
give up the stage temporarily, and 
is embarking on a new venture. He 
has opened the Cutty Sark Club in 
Grosvenor street, decorated in ship’s 
style, and has secured memberships 
from social and theatrical world. 


For the past year, at the ‘sugges- 
tion’ of the Lord Chamberlain, 
smoking was permitted in theatres 
only when musical shows were pre- 
sented, 

On making application for next 
year’s licenses last week, managers 
were informed they could get a 
smoking permit for non-musical 
plays on proper application. 

The Comedy will open before 
Christmas with a revival of 
Faithful Heart’ by Monckton Hoffe. 
which was a success at the same 
theatre 10 years ago. Godfrey 
Tearle will star in his original role. 
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NAMES THAT CAN PULL 


| English had been too high, 


| 
| 


| by 
|} American 


Paris, Dec, 3. 
The Anglo-American repertory 
theatre, headed by Ruth Putman 
Mason, American novelist, is to be} 
exploited in an atiempt to draw 


‘The | 


ican agents of 


American acts play~ 
ing for it by bg ores the agents’ 
commissions. Palladium managee- 
ment’s hazy claim for this unpre- 
cedented procedure is to allege the 
salary contracted for the act by the 
although 
the same manage- 
It seemed a deliberate effort 
Palladium to discourage 
acts from playing for the 
Palladium or its affiliations, and in 
this way so far from New York re- 
ports, it has been quite successful. 
Whether the Palladium manage- 
ment practiced the same trickery 
upon other alien agents and acts 
has not as yet been reported here, 
though it is said the Americans only 
have been taken advantage of. 
Copy Acts 

With the copy acts, the latest one 
condoned by the Palladium is the 
theft of the Frank and Milt Brite 
ton turn. This, despite the Pallae 
dium, is said to have that Amerie 
can team booked here in the spring. 
It’s the Palladium’s peculiar idea of 


contracted by 
ment. 
the 


|showmanship as exposed in this and 


other theatre matters. 
Under the name of 
Hounds,’ 


‘The Jazz 
the Palladium staged an 


}afterpiece with most of the acts on 


the bill in it. These included Naugh- 
ton and Gold, Nervo and Knox, De- 
haven and Page (mainly known for 
having lifted the best bits of the 
Val and Ernie Stanton act), Billy 
Carryl, etc. A special collapsible 
rostrum was built. Bits pinched are 
the broken violin, xylophone and 
eating chocolate. 

The Palladium previously had 
played this same Billy Carryl, who 
had then copped the best part of the 
Ted Healy turn, 

It’s claimed there’s justification to 
some extent in providing copies of 
acts that can not be imported, but 
those who take this view are un- 
aware of the repeated unfair, unjust 
and unsportsmanlike tactics of the 
Palladium management in its atti- 
tude toward American show péeo- 
ple. 


COCHRAN SAYS NO TO 
‘CAVALCADE’ REPORTS 


London, Dec. 14. 
Despite stories, C. B. Cochran 
says he has made no arrangements 
yet for an American production of 
‘Cavalcade,’ Noel Coward smash, 
Nor, adds Cochran, has he had a 
single offer for it. 
Erlanger’s, he claims, had an op- 
tion on the piece which it didn’t 
take up. George M. Cohan saw it 
twice and talked about it a lot, 
without making any production sug- 
gestions. 
Erlanger’s, says Cochran, also hag 
an option on his production of 
‘Helen,’ which opens in Manchester 
on Dec. 24, 
Details are set for Cochran's re- 
vival of ‘The Miracle,’ as produced 
by Reinhardt. It will come into the 
Lyceum in March next, with Lady 
Diana Manners in her original role, 
and Tilly Losch as the nun. 





Paris Troupe for U. S. 


La Compagnie des Quinze, the 
fifteen former students of Jacques 
Coppeau, now at the Vieux Colom- 
bier, are leaving on a year’s tour 
at the end of January. They have 
been booked for Boston by H. W. 
L. Dana for a tour. 

Troupe has four plays in repere 
tory with one curtain raiser, Kath- 
arine Cornell is said to be interested 
in their ‘Le Voil de Lucrece’, 


Bertie Meyer Marrying 
London, Dec. 14. 
Bertie Meyer, theatre owner an@ 
| producer, is engaged to marry Rosee 
| mary Ames, American actress. 
| Miss Ames appeared here last ia 
| the local production et ‘Five Stag 
Final.’ 
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Plays on Broadway 





Springtime for Henry 


Farce in three acts presented at the Bijou 


by Kenneth Macgowan and Joseph Verner 
Reed in association with Arthur Sircom, 
Dec. 9; written by Benn W. Levy; Leslie 
Banks starred; staged by Sircom. 

Mr. De wlip eee eee ee eee i li Ban! 
Mr. Jelliwell....ccccececscecsss Nigel Bru 
Mrs. Jelliwell..... ecece Frieda Inescort 


Miss Smith. 


One of the funniest plays of the 
season. First and third acts are the 
laugh getters. Second act is rather 
quiet otherwise ‘Springtime 
Henry’ would be a real slap at the 
depression blues. Should 
well regardless. 


Macgowan & Reed on their third 
try appear to be emerging on the 
winning side. What they could not 
do with -the -trick settings in the 
changeable ‘Lean Harvest’ nor with 


do very 


the populous ‘The Lady With a 
Lamp’ is evened: up by a one-set, 
four-person: cast show. The new 
farce is’ presented in association 
with .-Arthur Sireom, who staged it 
somewhat in the: manner of ‘Char- 
ley’s Aunt.’ 

Leslie ‘Banks and Nigel Bruce, 


who teamed so well.in ‘Harvest,’ are 
paired again and provide most of 
the fun. Their talk of how they 
pinehed each other when at school 
starts the laughter and this duo of 
English farceurs handle the lines 
only with the aid of dialects, It is 
all rather intimate, but hardly over- 
stéps the proprieties of these days. 
There is, however, a ‘surprise finale 
that is suggestive. 

Aiding the male leads are Helen 
Chandler and the handsome Frieda 
Inescort.. Miss Chandler counts very 
much in the comedy in the third act 
when her jine ‘I shot him’ brings a 
situation laugh that that sentence 
never proyoked before. It was not 
merely a first night giggle as proven 
on the second night when the laugh 
was clocked at 75 seconds. 


Benn W. Levy was in a gay mood 


*» when he wrote ‘Springtime for Hen- 


ry’ first called ‘The Soul of Henry 
Dewlip,’ both nutty titles. Story is 
slight, but that is the way of farces. 
Mr.. Dewlip’ is a youngish. man 
whose father bequeathed him a mo- 
His best friend, Mr. 
Jelliwell, has taken over a car- 
buretor plant and seeks to have his 
devices installed in the Dewtlip 
motors. 


Dewlip won’t have it, but when 
Mrs. Jelliwell calls, it:is different, 
because Dewlip proposes an affair 
and she assents. That makes her 
husband's chances better. Husband 
doesn’t mind much what his pretty 
wife does. In fact the only’ time 
he -is sangry: about the association 
with Dewlip. is when the latter 
tosses. her over.. That brings the 
Jelliwells into too close contact and 
they get in each other’s hair. Miss 
Smith, the new secretary for Dew- 


lip, brings about: many chances for’ 


a time—he gives up gambling and 
drinking. At the close, however, 
Dewlip is aimed for the playboy 
Ways that are his. 


‘Springtime’ should’ draw class 
audiences. Doesn't look costly to 
operate and getting by at moderate 
money it should make a showing in 
a season where there are few 
stickers. Ibee. 
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If You Want to 
Know 


The Worth of a Dollar 
Try to Borrow One Now 
Emergencies—sudden illness— 
crash in stocks — closing of 


banks, etc., throw vivid lights on 
the Value of cash. 


ket us show you how to save— 
how to provide an income that 
will'take care of any emergency. 


Do business with a firm with 
over. 20 years’ experience, 


For Further Information See 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


. 551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
-Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 


1931— 


Drama in three acts, presented at the 
Mansfield: Dec. 10 by Group Theatre Co.; 
written by Claire and Paul Sifton:; staged 
by Lee Strasberg; auspices of the The- 
atre Guild, 

FPurémati fect e eee et et ee eeaae tT. E. Bromberg 
AGAM ..ccresecceseesess ..-Franchot Tone 
Policeman ....scecseceses Morris Carnovsky 
LODDY BOW ..cccecececsscsesses Clifford Odets 
Boss Foreman...seee+s Clement Vilenchick 
LODDYBOW ..-ccccssescesees Harry Bellaver 
Old Woman, .cccccccesseses Virginia Farmer 
The Girl. ..cccccccescsccsesses Phoebe Brand 
L@An MaMn...cscsvevesowes®: Grover Burgess 
Drunk ccccccccsececsccvece Sanford Meisner 
AWONt cccccccccesccecsceees Philip Robinson 
LAndlady ...wccccccescoveseses Mary Morris 
EStte Gist. cccccecetdsacs Gertrude Maynard 


A graphic picture of unemploy- 


ment among the city’s laboring 
class, strikingly scened but a de- 
pressing .play. Looks strictly for 


the. balcony if it all, and probably 
won't’ be around after a few weeks. 
The Group Theatre, somewhat un- 
der the: guidance of the Theatre 
Guild, started out okay at the Beck 
with ‘The House of Connotly, which 
was not a hit, but which got the 
production money back and won the 
plaudits of the critics. Doubtless 
the group hed this play by the Sif- 
tons in its system and careful prep- 
aration is noted. 

1931—’ was first announced as 
‘Son of God,’ but that title didn't fit 
at all.. The drama is bitter propa- 
ganda, but touches only on a few 
phases of unemployment, suggesting 
no solution and ignoring the re- 
sponse of. the public to the relief 
funds. Unemployment and the funds 
to tide ‘unfortunates over the win- 
ter have been front page for nionths. 
Along comes a play touching on the 
sordid details of the problem, of the 
torments from hunger and continu- 
ous failure to secure jobs, all about 
people of the lower rung. It im- 
pressed. as pretty bad theatre for 
these days of stress. 

Adam, a trucker in a warehouse, 
wrangles with the foreman and is 
fired. He is young and strong and 
figures it will be easy to get another 
job. But the confidence with which 
he tells his girl about going back to 
work is gradually dissipated as he 
fails ‘time after time. Frequently in 
the 14 scenes a line of men is shown 
standing outside the large metal 
shutters of a warehouse, two or 
three men being taken on and the 
others dispersing, discourared. 

Adam won't stand in the bread- 
line, yet his situation becomes the 
more desperate. He attempts to 
hold una silk-hatted man, but even 
when his victim. tells .him what 
pocket his money is in, Adam loses 
his nerve and-rushes away. He 
finally shovels snow on the streets. 
Famished and chilled, he collapses 
and is taken to a hospital. Comesa 
time when he stumbles onto a job in 
an eatery. He meets the girl there. 
She had lost her job, too, and had 
taken to the stréets. Adam rushes 
from the place to lead a raid by a 
rumbling crowd of communists or 
unemployed, and the final flash in- 
dicates the police have gone into 
action with machine guns, mowing 
down the crowd. 

A solid frame-work is present 
throughout the many scenes, with 
the warehouse often pictured. Other 
scenes more or less indicated are a 
public square, the Bowery, besides 
interior scenes such as a bedroom 
and the eating place interior. Ex- 
cellent lighting contributes in mak- 
ing some scenes striking. Opening 
showing men working in the ware- 
house, particularly effective as were 
similar scenes. Directing by Lee 





Strasberg very good, but it seemed 
a wasted effort. Franchot Tone as 
Adam, and Phebe Brand as the girl 
are the leads. 
The play is a bitter protest and 
doesn't seem to fit on Broadway. 
Ibee, 





The Passing Present 


Comedy in three acts presented by Arthur 
Hiopkins at the Barrymore Dec, 7; written 


by Gretchen Damrosch: Hope Williams 
starred; staged by the producer. 

SOMRY <casccscccere «+++ee++Marjorie Dalton 
AMEE TIRE soc cccecseed «-Helen Strickland 
Lansing French..... eeecesece Morgan Farley 
James Simpson..... ecocecdesees Nell MceFee 
Ridgley . French...ccccseses+ee--Cyril Scott 
Kathie French......+...-.-Josephine Brown 
Pagé French....cccccesseecs Hope Williams 
Orlof€ ....++ Seepoeoccreores Jose Alessandro 
Fraulein ...... seceees+-Maria Ouspenskaya 
Doctor Henry..... cooe-seeeks. J. Ballantine 


Maud: French.. 


-+--Lillian Emerson 
Laura Tobey. 


-Lynn Beranger 


eee ee eeees 


Brock Tobey.ccccccccseces Douglas Gilmore 
Luke Bodey.<cccccccccccsesss Herbert Duffy 
OGr. LAOTMEP. .cccccceccecceses Louis La Bey 
A Girl......- eccccecceocs Elizabeth Goddard 
A Man..... PPTTTTT TTT TTT. -Thaddeus Clancy 

Looked like Park Ave. was well 


represented at the premiere, which. 
too, ushered in the first bitter blast 
of this young winter. The triple 
combination of Arthur Hopkins as 
the producer, Hope Williams (his 
find) as the star, and Gretchen 











Damrosch, author, daughter of the 


musician, accounted for the turn- 
out. But the impression made by 
‘The Passing Present’ was that its 
appeal is too limited for over a 
short stay. 

That Miss Williams of the social 
register should appear in a play 
that does not afford her better 
chances for her type of comedy is 
a bad break. She isn’t exactly a 
gay person, but pervaded most of 
her other appearances with a cer- 
tain, clear strain of jollity or light- 
ness. There are bits of rather po- 
lite clowning by Miss Williams, but 


on the whole the atmosphere of 
‘The Passing Present’ seemed 
sombre. 

The surroundings are familiar 
enough to the star. She plays Page 
French of the prominent French 
family, whose collective bankroll 
is close to zero. Papa Ridgley 


French, who appears to be a fellow 
who never worked in his life, won't 
hear of costly offers from realty 
men, who plan razing the old home 
and erecting a co-operative apart- 
ment house in the Fifth Ave. region. 


But the old order’ suddenly 
changes. Lansing French, son, 


adored by his mother, Kathie, is so 
broke he rattles. For the use of his 
name he enters into some scheme 
that goes wrong and has to raise 
40 G’s. Of course his sister, Page, 
tries to work out the problem. 
propositions Brock Tobey, who is 
married to her cousin, Laura. Be- 
fore that little idea blossoms, papa 
is told of the boy's predicament. 
He is heard crying up in the library. 
The house is soon sold. The elder 
Frenches are off for Italy and the 
family scatters. 

Brock has been in love with Page 
and she finally admits the same re- 
action. Laura petulantly agrees to 
a divorce, but with the passing of 
the home and the going of the fam- 
ily in all directions, Page is a sad 
young woman as the Hghts fade at 
the curtain. The scene shows the 
house stripped, packing boxes scat- 
tered about. There is a. reception 
upstairs, a sort of symbolic celebra- 
tion for the family’s last night with- 
in its walls. 

Cast of 17 and most of the per- 
formances good. Morgan Farley is 
the son who got into the jam that 
broke up the home. Cyril Scott is 
the father who seemed the dilie- 
tante type run to seed. Jose Alles- 
sandro does a Russian prince who 
has dropped his title and is work- 
ing. He marries Page’s sub-deb 
sister at the end. Josephine Brown 
is the mother who admits her fling. 
Douglas Gillmore did Brock, who 
married the wrong girl and a bit 
too tart when his beloved asked for 
the loan. They liked Maria Ous- 
penskaya, who is the elderly frau- 
lein, former governess in the home. 
Helen Strickland plays Aunt Hal- 
lie, who goes to California. E. J. 
Ballentine is the devoted family 
doctor and didn’t look that way at 
all. Lillian Emerson is the kid sis- 
ter and Lynn Beranger does Laura. 

The interior seemed the inside of 
a fine old home. Its people seemed 
to belong... But there did not seem 
to be enough diversion to ponular- 
ize this play. Ibee. 


THE SECOND COMIN’ 


Drama in three acts presented by Jerome 
Wallace: written by George Bryant; staged 
by William F. Sunderman; at the Province- 
town Playhouse, Dec. 8. 


Wilder ..cvcrecces eeéeeesene Irving Hopkins 
Nicodemus ....+.s cccccoced 4. B. Comathiere 
Helen ...+-. Cos eSecccccosees Lillian Butler 
} es MET EL PTeTTTLIT ITT Tir Enid Raphaef 
Elaine ....ccccecccccsccceces Ruth Peterson 
Dr. Evans...cccoccces eoeee- Gordon Fallows 
Manny ...ccceces eccccce -..--Alice Ramsey 
Sam ...ecc 0600006606650 006 eoee- Hayes Pryor 
Old Joe...... Covccecesecsorcess Lloyd Russell 
Fanny ..esees gutticecbéoects ect aaa 
SUBlS. ccccscececcese Secsoecoccoed Anis Davis 





Any commercial aspects to ‘Sec- 
ond Comin’ are nil. It undoubtedly 
would attract considerable religious 


enmity, if brought uptown as is 
hoped. Additionally the play is not 
there. 

An _ interesting, albeit ticklish, 


theme was chosen. As written and 
presentiy staged there is a surfeit 
of hysteria, associated with Negroes’ 
religious fervor. Chanting, shout- 
ing, foot thumping, spiritual singing 
finally become annoying. 

‘Comin’ tried to record the emo- 
tional reactions of a certain type of 
southern Negro community in their 
search for religion. Change of style, 
limiting the cast to colored players 
only, eliminating the white charac- 
ters and giving their activities in 
the play by inference and reference 
would have been one way of better- 
ment. Character of Wilbur, the 
white parson, is written so that role 
is on the minus side of neutral. with 
Irving Hopkins’ playing no help. 

Wilbur is the zealot son of a mis- 
sionary killed in China while trying 
to spread Christianity. Wilbur. 
therefore, tackles the same problem 
in this southern American locale, as 





head of a church in a small town. 
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OF THEE I SING 


Boston, Dec. 12. 
Musical comedy in two acts and 11 
scenes; book by George 8. Kaufman and 
Morrie Ryskind; music by George Gersh- 
win; lyrics by Ira Gershwin; first perform- 
unce at the Majestic theatre Dec. 8. 
Louis Lippman.......essseeeeees Sam Mann 





Francis X. Gilhooley.....«.-+.- Harold Moffat 
BERNE , 0b 0.600 on secdSesecdeseseds Vivian Barry 
Matthew Arnold Fulton...Dudley Clements 
Senator Robert E. Lyons..George E. Mack 
Senator Carver Jones....Edward H. Robins 
Alexander Throttlebottom..... Victor Moore 
John P. Wintergreen....... William Gaxton 
Sam Jenkins......cceesseess George Murphy 
Diana DevereauX...-.+ee- ....Grace Brinkley 
Mary Turner.....««e-« eoeerceses Lois Moran 
Miss BenSOn......cccerccesecesss June O'Dea 
Viadimir Vidovitch...-cecseeeess Tom Draak 
Yussef Yussevitch.....- ee--.- Sulo Hevonpaa 
The Chief Justice....ceesseeees Ralph Rigés 
EE Sear rerT tT re Leslie Bingham 
The French Ambassador..... Florenz Ames 
Senate Clerk....c.ccesesceeces Martin Leroy 

In rehearsal this new Sam H. 


Harris musical looked hopeless to 
the wise ones. But it snapped into 
life opening night and every few 
minutes showed evidences of being 
a natural and a laugh hit. 

The big surprise was the book, 
which reads like something turned 
out by a couple of school boys. It 
plays funny, very funny, in rare 
spots, and has to do with a satire 
or burlesque on national politics, the 
White House, Senate, French diplo- 
mats, campaigning and other Amer- 
ican foibles. 

The minor surprise was Lois 
Moran and her singing voice. She 
looks a little hefty in poundage as 
compared with Hollywood standards 
but for musical comedy require- 
ments she turned in a comely, sweet 
and shy performance that registered 
solid with a capacity house. 

William Gaxton has the role of 
president of the United States, and 
Victor Moore is vice-president. It 
doesn’t sound sunny, but Moore in 
the pathetic role of vice-president 
who is lost in Washington and who 
finally gets into the White House 
by joining a party of tourists pre- 
sents a picture that is a riot of 
laughter. 

The plot could almost stand alone 
as a straight comedy travesty, the 
story dealing with the decision of 
the politicians that the only way 
Gaxton can be elected is to run on 
a platform of love. The politicians 
comment on the fact that the party 
is in ill favor with the public for 
two blunders of the last administra- 
tion, one being the sale of Rhode 
Island to France and the other be- 
ing the sale of the sub-treasury and 
its contents. Moore is selected to 
run for vice-president by drawing 
names out of a hat, he being the 
unfortunate loser. He agrees with 
the proviso that if he is elected his 
famiiy will never be told of the dis- 
grace. 

The presidential candidate agrees 
to marry whoever is chosen at ar 
Atlantic City beauty contest. He 
marries Lois Moran, a secretary, 
instead, and causes international 
complications which are averted by 
his. bride announcing that she is 
going to have a baby. The slogan 
of the party becomes immediately. 
‘Posterity is just around the corner.’ 

It is difficult to picture this mak- 
ing a good book but it looks as if it 
will. One scene is based on stereop- 
ticon slides of election returns and 
it can be developed into one of the 
howls of the season. Another scene 





One set throughout the play, this 
the church interior, the same one 
used as a cabin in ‘Coastwise’ shown 
here the week previous. 

All of ‘the churchgoers, except 
Wilbur’s mother, who wants him to 
leave the section, are Negroes. Some 
are faithful to Wilbur; others, led 
by the brawny Nicodemus, want 
some actual and concrete miracle as 
proof which they can understand of 
the relation he claims to God as one 
of His servants. Thus Nicodemus, 
for his group, demands a ‘Second 
Comin,’ 

Wilbur is in a quandary, and as 
his only way out finally decides his 
one chance is to deliver the miracle. 
To do this, he obviously must de- 
scend to trickery and some of the 
voodooism he decries in their pres- 
ent mode of thinking. Thus, he be- 
comes immoral with Glory, a colored 
churchgoer and a good girl. To do 
this, he hypnotizes her. 

The second act has its virtues, 
particularly in portrayal of the hys- 
teria of Glory and her friend. 
Manny. Third stanza goes to pieces. 

A child is born on Christmas Day 
and is, as described, nearly white. 
Nicodemus understands the situa- 
tion and kills the white parson. 
Ending of the play is hazy and 
probably the wrong one, since the 
congregation asks for a word from 
God to prove the child is the one 
they want. This word is giventhem 
in the collapse of the decrepit 
church steeple. 

None of the white characters, as 
played, satisfy, but A. B. Coma- 
thiere is good as Nicodemus. Other 
colored members of the cast play 
well, also. 

Play is presented as an ‘authentic 
study of the emotional phases of the 
Negroes as expressed in their search 
for religion.’ More than that, how- 





ever, it presents a view to religious 
fanaticism as it allegedly affects 
missionaries, 


is a rally in Madison Square Garden 
where the western Senator’s speech 
is so dull that the campaign com- 
mittee puts on two Polack wrestlers 
in the ring with the speaker so 
that everybody will be satisfied. 
Gershwin has turned in a fair 
musical job, the opening number of 
a campaign parade. being a rhap- 
sody travesty that starts the show 
off with a bang. Ira Gershwin has 
been given a free hand with the 
lyrics and has satirized Gilbert and 
Sullivan as well as straight opera 
in the handling of many of the 
climax ensembles. 
The company numbers close to 
60 with a chorus that is rather 
sloppy. The production as.a whole 
looks as if’it had been budgeted and 
financed during a slump in the de- 
pression and there is a general im- 
pression that Sam Harris hopes to 
make a little profit for himself 
rather than working a full season 
for the customers and the Urbans. 
The end of the show reveals what 
an amateurish and yet funny hook- 
up of hodge-podge and hoke the 
whole thing really is. . Congress is 
shown ‘in session and: one Senator 
takes the floor to discuss a bridge 
hand he held the night before. He 
mortally offends the Senator from 
Louisiana when he shows that the 


South is not solid on that bridge 
hand, The Senators then bust out 
into a tambourine finale. A final 


curtain shows a bed containing Lois 
Moran and the twins born to her 
three minutes previously, all three 
sitting up in bed and taking bows. 
It’s that kind of a show. 
Apparently the premiere wasn't 
scheduled for Washington because 
of the obvious probability that 
Washington couldn’t see any humor 
in it. But the rest of the country 
will. When a half hour has been 
pruned out of the dialog and the 
present comedy high spots built 
even funnier, it should jo well in 
New York and big on the road. 
Victor Moore as the viceé-presi- 
dent who has never met the presi- 
dent is an unforgetable character. 
To really get the spirit of the satire, 
try and name the last few vice- 
presidents this country nominated 
and the humor of the thing will be- 
gin to be apparent Libbey. 


SMILING FACES 


New Haven, Dec, 9. 
Musical comedy in two acts presented at 
the Shubert, starring. Fred Stone and fea- 
turing Paula Stone. Book by Harry Clarke. 
Music by Harry Revel. Lyrics by Mac« 
Gordon. Dances staged by Jack Donohue 
under supervision of Albertaina Rasch. 


Settings by Watson Barratt. Staged by 
Zeke Colvan. 

Bob Bowington.......... +ee++.-Roy Royston 
POTRIRS. 05026 eK e0 sesceccesses..B0yd Davis 


Arthur Lawrence....ecese 
Monumet Spleen....seseceeses+-Fred Stone 
Amy Edwards......esseeee.+sHope Emerson 
First Assistant.....cceseees+s.Herbert Lyle 
Second Assistant......e....Willlam Lilling 
Peggy Post...... oveeccoverrdec Paula Stone 
Mens  WOMGIL. « o 60602006 68.660 000s Lotti Loder 
Sybilla Richter........,...Jsabel O’Madigan 
Cordonia Pofts.....+ss+....Adora Andrews 
Edward Richter.........+.+..-Eddie Garvie 
Mildred MacCoy.. «+-Doris Patston 
First Wrestler..... seoesoodyssshis LOUSRCS 
Second Wrestler...........George Herman 





eeeeebilly Taylor 










In its present stage Fred Stone's 
new show must be classed at best 
an in-and-outer. When seen here 
Wed. (9) after a three-day opening 
in Springfield and three more per- 
formances locally the show was 
spotty. 

While ‘Smiling Faces’ has fea- 
tures that may help pull it through, 
it is apparent that the Stone punch 
is lacking. This is probably due to 
the negligible part that the come- 
dian takes in it. Stone is on stage 
a good deal of the time, but at no 
part of the performance. does he 
bring out that type of. entertain- 
ment that is typically Fred Stone. 

The audience reaction to the 
show when viewed here was not 
particularly favorable. Comment 
was to the effect that patrons sat 
through a slow first act, figuring 
that Stone was saving his stuff for 
the second stanza, but in act two 
the big stuff failed to materialize. 

Fred Stone has compromised his 
opposition to stage material that 
gives opportunity for eyebrow-rais- 
ing among the audience. There are 
more bare legs, more cooch dancing 
and more broad-humored lines than 
have previously crept into a Stone 
offering. Not that the show can be 
classed questionable in any way, 
but certainly the producers have 
fallen closer into the modern trend 
than was done in the case of ‘Rip- 
ples.’ 

The book of the play gives ample 
room for the introduction of a mis- 
cellany of scenes that carry from a 
Long Island estate to Havana. 
Stone, cast as Monumet Spleen,..di- 
rector of Statuette Movics, shoots 
a film that contains everything 
from wood nymphs to Russian 
wrestlers. There’s the will with 
the trick clause that disowns the 
hero if he marries the ‘movie star’ 
(Paula). The usual complications 
that arise when the swain marries 
her off to his best friend temporar- 
ily in order to get her into the social 
register, and the final awakening to 
Cupid's call when an old flame ar- 
rives on the scene to snare the 





(Continued on page 50) 
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BEAUTIFUL NAT LEWIS GIFTS _ 
SO LITTLE THIS YEAR! 


Every lovely article presented in these shops is an exceptional 
value. From the tiniest and most unusual novelty to the highest 
priced Nat Lewis Purse— genuine worth, excellent quality 

and those unique and exciting style features associated 
with the name of Mr. Lewis, predominate. 
every Christmas requirement here—and solve your 
gift problem beautifully—and economically. 












Select 
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Gentlemen's lounging robe of finest 
imported neckwear fabrics, lined 
with heavy satin throughout. Shawl 


collar, wide sash with self fringe. 

$35.00 
Gentlemen's lounge pajamas, fea- 
Russian puffed 


@uring the new 


sleeves, cuffed trousers and a col- 
lar which folds down to form 
notch lapels. Made of fine qual- 
ity silk crepe with, contrasting pip- 


ing throughout. Generous sash. 
In Green, Blue, Maroon, Brown 
Sl Me 3a otccadsvekes $32.50 





Leather lined men’s slippers. Con- 
trasting piping. Black,, Blue, Green, 
Red or Tan 5 


Imported dressing case, fillings of 
chromium. Ivory comb...... $20 


eee eww eww eee ene 


Imported silk square mufflers with 
jacquard figures in center and self 


Nat Lewis pajamas are so excruciatinigly lovelyy 
and different it is difficult to give adequate de- 


scription. The ravishing jewel-tones of emerald, 
sapphire blue, ruby and black onyx, are irre- 
sistible. This pajama is of velvet, with unusual 
three-quarter sleeve treatment. Two-tone silk 
MD.  Lanctbeteddaccodesetasctissyt $27.50 


Three-piece velvet pajamas with crepe blouse, 






length. Straightline trousers with ample fullness 
in the new manner, All colors......... $39.50 
Straight-line plain color velvet robe with belted 
Empire waistline and “V™ neckline. Divided 
sleeves below elbow. Also available in Satin... 

$16.75 
Two-piece silk crepe pajamas, with unique in- 
serts of three contrasting tones, on trouser leg 


Very, very new 





Nat Lewis Hoisery, the finest fo be Malacca Canes .............. 
ioned in our Custom Shirt Department...........+..++++- andi caer? $1.35 upward Gentlemen's Dress Sticks...... 
Brocaded silk shirts. Custom made. In Blue, Green, Tan, Lav- Nat Lewis Cloves, superb in their fit- Ladies Fine Kerchiefs...... 
ender and While.........+.seeesseeeecseeeeceeeceees $12.00 jing qualities.......... $2.95 upward Umbrellas for Ladies......... $3.95 
Fine imported French lisle hose with clockings............ $3.50 : 
sont ——_ in the new aiings specially priced at... — Gift Bonds Securable for baer 4 Amount A ioe-cmend —_ 
igured neckwear in various fabrics, specially priced al..... d : ed in Gift Boxes eo pearl bracelet... ‘ 
Tan capeskin, silk-lined slip-on gloves........000eceeeees $4.50 Gifts Wrapp $10.00 


Completely outfilled men’s traveling case of 
















































stripes and self fringe..... $10.00 


- eo @ 
Che Gift Devine 
One could sail io the ends of the earth but a more glorious, a 


more beautiful or a more appropriate gift could not be found. 


A lovely purse with smart finger strap innovation. Metal trim. 
Sessevcdiserscusodoetesdeuvad $7.50 


Others Tot Gilustrated 


WMaaules 


cowl neckline, novelty button trim, hip length 
velvet jacket. Double puff sleeves in flattering 


and sleeve. Middy lacing at neckline. In stun- 
ning purple, navy blue and brown grounds.... 
$14.50 











A brilliant shield 
shaped baguette and 
rhinestone clip with 
a choice of cabachon 
stones in sapphire, 
ruby or emerald.... 

























genuine cowhide or pigskin. In addition to [~~ es Stubborn in their determination to be A florious gift ot an exceptional 
toilet requirements, carries writing portfolio, ea different. Obtainable in all delight- price. Picture this case in an emer- Posing, og tin 
handkerchief case and tie case. Fine, non- Livi ful pajama tones. ald green or sapphire blue ecrase. — 90) allies te gold 
stainable chromium fittings. Strong, durable, Ass Black satin with smori Luxurious tan moire linings, fillings 7.0, $5.00 
ST Sire itdidodd cee odcehens ses $150. i a ae gold trim, satin and gold in gay enamels on gold finish base ry ; 
=F 1 ARE kid backsirop .....$8.50 to match the jewel-toned casing. 
Eleven useful filings to — for 
Sports belt with ich. every boudoir requirement. Remov- 
Hein ‘ Po docihes % th able mirror with easel back. Gold 
set in Sterling silver or finished lock and 
enamel on Sterling..... ae | = > hardware. Very con- 
$39.50 t ge s venient in size. Also 
Solid gold ....$135.00 a - 2 a waterproof protec- 
i! 7 % 7] _p live — — 
% . to keep it always 
ad alias fresh ~ beautiful. 
$79. 
incorporated : 
* eA 
Men's and Women's and Theatrical Departments Open Till Midnight wes 
LF eee 
1580 BROADWAY AT 47TH STREET 
OTHER SHOPS 
Hotel Montclair | Madisen Ave. | # West S?th St. | Hotel St. Regis | Madison Ace. | 1580 Rreadway, 
Lexington and (9th ' 845 ot 70th St, ' W. of Sth Ave. ' SihAve. at 55th * $09 as 48th St. ' With Men's Shag 





WRITE FOR OUR BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS GIFT BOOK 
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Hearst’s Protection Deal 

Los Angeles ‘Evening Express’, 
oldest paper in Los Angeles and 
previously purchased undercover 
by W. R. Hearst, has been merged 
with Hearst's Evening Herald’, fol- 
lowing a so-called ‘buy’ from Paul 
Block, straw man owner since 
Feb. 1. 

Back of the merger is the story 
of a typical Hearst buy, put over 
between the drawing-up of con- 
tracts that would add it to the Rit- 
ter chain and the Hearst deal. 

Ritter Brothers were ready to buy, 
contracts had been drawn and they 
were tc put signatures to the agree- 
ments at 9 o’clock in the morning 
of Feb. 1, last. At 9 o’clock the 
night before, Hearst and his attor- 
neys heard of the proposed buy and 
the anti-Hearst policy that the Rit- 
ters intended to follow. It meant 
a loss of sleep for Hearst attorneys 
and attaches who, with the attor- 
neys and auditors, etc., of the then 
owners of the paper, worked all 
night on the deal. Satisfactory to 
Hearst’s agents, it was taken to 
the publisher at 11 o’clock that 
morning and signed. Meanwhile 
the Ritter agents were sitting in 
the ‘Express’ office from 9 o'clock 
on, waiting to sign the previously 
drawn-up agreement. 

Daily line-up in Los Angeles now 
is the Hearst ‘Examiner’, ‘Times’ 
and tabloid ‘News’ in the morning, 





and Hearst’s ‘Herald’ and the 
‘Record’ in the afternoon. 
Mag’s Nude Offer 

*Scott’s Movie Monthly,’ which 


claims it is celebrating its 14th ahi- 
niversary with its 16-page 4%4x6 in. 
January issue, was seen for the first 
time in-coast studios with the an- 
niversary issue. Scott mentions on 
his editorial page that ‘this issue 
will be mailed gratis to hundreds of 
showmen and others all over the 
U.S.A.’ 

Describing himself as an ex-pro- 
ducer of musical comedies, Scott 
Leslie, editor and publisher, prints 
the sheet with his own little press 
at Tampa, Fla., and uses the ad 
space for his own enterprises, which 
include small theatre supplies and 
short ends of film. His subscription 
offer is three years of ‘Scott's’ and 
one picture of ‘the female form a la 
nude’ for $1. Illustrating the ad is 
a cut of Edmund Lowe. 

Sheet touches about everything 
but picture news, cencerning itself 
mostly with the personal recollec- 
tions of the editor. How it has 
made out during its 14 years no one 
on the west coast knows. 





Davis Estate Settled | 


After 15 years’ litigation, Surro- 
gate Slater, White Plains, N. Y., has 
signed the final decree in the settle- 
ment of the estate of Richard Hard- 
ing Davis, who died at Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y., in 1916. The chief causes 
of the controversy which delayed 
the settlement was the claim of the 
widow, Mrs. Blizabeth Genevieve 
McEvoy Davis, known to the stage 
as Bessie McCoy, ‘the yama-yama 
girl,’ to royalties on the writings of 
her author-husband subsequent to 
his death. 

Opposition to this claim was made 
by the guardian of Hope Davis, 
daughter of the couple, now 17. The 
recent death of Mrs. Davis in Paris 
hastened the end of the long, 
drawn-out squabble, for in the 
mother’s will, filed in New York 
county, it was disclosed that her es- 
tate would pass to the daughter. 
Thereupon the guardian of the 
young girl withdrew objection. The 
amount was $28,315. The balance 

. of Davis’ estate, totalling $107,547, 
is to be paid Hope when she be- 
comes 21. 





Brown’s Own Book 


Word reaching the coast is that 
Edwin Anthony Brown, the ‘Whitey’ 
of ‘Queer People,’ is struggling 
through the last half of a novel, 
titled ‘Sleeping Out.’ Casanova of 
reporters hid out in Connecticut for 
six weeks and romped through the 
first half of the story before he ran 
out of words. 

He's now with the Boston ‘Ameri- 
ean’ while coaxing forth the remain- 
der. Vanguard Press, publishers of 
‘Queer People,’ will issue the som- 
nambulistic saga. 





Romance Within 

Funny thing about scribblers is 
that they see romance in everything 
but themselves. That goes particu- 
larly for Major C. E. Russell, who, 
since starting to scribble at the 
close of the war, has turned out 
innumerable tales for the pulp-pa- 
per mags, a couple of books and 
forme plays. 

Major Russell has yet to do his 


‘and editor of ‘Chante-Clair,’ 


ae 


would probably make the most ex- 
citing thing he’s ever written. 

An American spy in the war, his 
experiences were one thrill after 
another. Now, in addition to writ- 
ing, he’s also consulting crimiologist 
for the State of New Jersey, which 
has also given him any number of 
thrilling experiences. 

Major Russell's newest work is a 
play, ‘Satan’s Daughter.’ He also 
had a play tried out last season by 
William A. Brady; but it failed to 
reach New York. 4 





Chicago’s ‘Chante-Clair’ 
Chicago has its first French news- 
paper 250 years after French pio- 
neers, such as Pere Marquette, Louis 
de Joliet, La Salle and Frontenac, 
first explored Illinois. Mrs. Robert 
Shaw, wartime French bride of an 
American business man, is founder 
pub- 
lished weekly in Oak Park, a suburb, 
Although Chicago has hundreds of 


thousands of Fermans, Poles, 
Swedes, Lithuanians, Italians, 
Greeks and Mexicans, the French 
colony has always been so negligible 


in numbers as not previously to have 
encouraged the founding of a French 
language paper. 

‘Chante-Clair’ sells for 15 cents. 





‘Mirror’s’ Roto in Color 
When the New York ‘Daily Mirror’ 
starts a Sunday morning edition it 
will have a four-color rotogravure 
as a feature. The defunct morning 
‘World’ was the last Manhattan pa- 
per to use color for its roto section. 
First Sunday ‘Mirror’ is dated for 
Jan. 10. Among staff additions is 
Barclay Beekman, who will do a 
society column. 





That Zilch Tribe 

Influence of ‘Ballyhoo’ was made 
patent the other morning at Rut- 
gers university, where a subscrip- 
tion paper was passed at chapel for 
a charity fund. 
In addition to the regular contri- 
bution more than a million was con- 
tributed by various members of the 
‘Zilch’ family. 





Sills-Holmes’ Book 

Book containing the stenograph- 
ically recorded discussions of phil- 
osophical subjects between the late 
Milton Sills and Ernest Holmes 
will come out in January, with 
University of Chicago Press as 
publishers. 

Sills, who was a university pro- 
fessor previous to turning film 
actor, and Holmes, who founded a 
religious science and philosophy 
school in Los Angeles, were to have 
had 20 discussions. Death of Sills 
prevented this, and the book con- 
taining only five. 





Amenities 

Louis Wiley, business manager of 
the ‘Times,’ was showing the so- 
ciety editor of the ‘Herald Tribune’ 
over the ‘Times’ plant. Ultimately 
the society editor of the ‘Herald 
Tribune’ was introduced to the so- 
ciety editor of the ‘Times,’ the two 
having never met previously. 

‘How do you do?’ said the society 
editor of the ‘Herald Tribune’. 

‘How do you do?’ said the society 
editor of the ‘Times,’ and added: 
‘What's the idea of stealing all our 
stuff?’ 





Jap Paper in Paris ' 
A Japanese paper will be pub- 
lished in Paris. 
Editor is Isigouro, whose normal 
calling is teacher of jiu-jitsu., 





Chatter 

Albert Bein thinks Jed Harris is 
one swell guy. 

The real name of Rip, the French 
scribbler, is Georges Thenon. 

One of the trade paper scribblers, 
who should know better, referred to 
Lee Mortimer as ‘she’. 

Death of Vachel Lindsay has 
given the Village poets a new topic. 

‘Ballyhoo’ will ask $5,000 a page 
after January. 

That boat of Alan Villiers is sup- 
posed to be a bark. 

Aben Kandel can find a former 
‘Home News’ man even in Bermuda. 

John Erskine so far in the lead 
of all those suggested as being ‘An- 
thony Abbot’. 

Lincoln Steffens making more 
money writing about himself than 
he ever made writing about others. 

Gilbert Seldes will go film if the 
price is attractive enough; James 
J. Geller, of the Morris ™ office, 
agenting. 

Mark Hellinger has written a play 
called “Sophistication’. 

Larry Barretto here. 

Edna Ferber’s ‘American Beauty’ 
not selling as well as the same au- 
thor’s ‘Cimarron’, 

The Merriam company ifs 100 





putobiography, however, which 


years old. Publishes the dictionary. 





Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending 
Dec. 12 by American News Co.) 








Non-Fiction 
Maid in Waiting, by John 
Galsworthy .......«e.5:. $2.50 
Westward Passage, by Mar- 
garet Ayer Barnes...... 2.50 
White Bird Flying, by Bess 


Streeter .Aldrick........ 2.00 
About the Murder of the Night 


Club Lady, by Anthony 
BOE 6 a bd-s 0 cdeec eeess 2.00 

The Greek, by Tiffany 
DE « nn ok 004446446002 2.50 
Good Earth, by Paul S&S. 
SE oD ance ts shee Oh. ee 

, Fiction 

2 Epic of America, by James 
7 .: PAR. 6:4 odes kos 3.75 
The Great . Mouthpiece, by 
ae Fee o W636 0 cakeen 3.00 


Mourning Becomes Electra, by 


Eugene O'’Neil.......... 2.50 
Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
ANODYMIOUS 05660 sbs0s 0% 3.00 


Can Europe Keep the Peace? 
by Frank Simonds..... 3.00 
Fortune’s Share, by Vash 
YOun@ ceccocccciccseoes 100 











Coningsby Dawson another Cos- 
mopolitan Book name _ going to 
Knopf. 

Burton Rascoe writing more fore- 
words now than Lowell Thomas. 
Julian Sherrod’s ‘Scapegoats’ 
warranting a follow-up. He won't 
have to publish it himself, either. 
Robert Hichens in Morocco. 
Thayer Hobson is the new head of 
William Morrow & Co. 

Ellis Parker Butler lecturing, but 
not on pigs. 

A. Hamilton Gibbs has gone back 
to England. His brother, Cosmo 
Hamilton, ramains there. 

Percy Crosby, whose blast at 
George Bernard Shaw via the ad 
columns cost beaucoup jack, could 
have had it printed as a letter to 
the editor for nothing. 

Archer, Butler Hulbert’s great- 
great-grandfather, was the founder 
ef Dartmouth College. 

Of the three city editors scheduled 
to speak at the New York News- 
paper Women’s Club, only one had 
courage to show up. 

Myra Waterman writing her first 
novel. Ella Lowe, too. 


Film-Legit Test 








(Continued from page 7) 


made timid little spurts here and 
there, but in no instance novel or 
important enough to write about to 
the ‘Opinion’ editor. 


Paper Rejected 


Most of the newspaper ads were 
carelessly drawn up and laid out, 
and certainly not clear as to what 
it was all about. 

In Waukegan the paper on the 
legit tab entry ordered for the 
Genesee arrived on the show’s open- 
ing day and was rejected, leaving 
the event to go unheralded by a 
single snipe or window card. Only 
stunt pulled here was to rig.up a 
couple of ushers in ‘Blue Ghost’ 
helmets and send them trudging 
through the department stores. 
Outside the usual modicum of ad- 
vertising space the only break the 
show got in the two local papers 
was a squib on the editorial page 
of the Waukegan News-Sun. Com- 
ment here read: 

‘An innovation that brings the 
stage and the screen together on the 
same program is being tried at the 
Genesee theatre the first part of this 
week. If “The Blue Ghost,” a regu- 
lar stage play, makes a hit with the 
patrons, we may look forward to 
similar ventures in the future. If 
the mixed fare is not suitable to 
the theatre goers’ palate, the two 
forms of art will have to wend their 
separate ways.’ 

First day's business at the Gen- 
esee was not only disappointing but 
hardly reached the house’s normal 
level for a Monday. Gross took an 
appreciable jump the next day, but 
at no performance was there any- 
thing approximating capacity. Fea- 
ture spotted in with the abbreviated 
drama was ‘Five Star Final’ (WB). 
Cartoon and newsreel completed the 
bill. Prices remained at a half buck 
for the evening and 35c for the 
matinee. Draw here was sharply 
felt by the other house, Academy, in 
this sewed-up Publix town. At the 
peak hour Tuesday evening the 
latter house, showing ‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par) and charging 30c, held a mere 
corporal’s guard. 

In- Elgin ‘The Blue Ghost’ ab- 





breviation was pencilled into the 





Crocker, with the prices, similar to 
the Waukegan house, remaining un- 
changed. On the opening day here 
the Crocker took a couple of extra 
inches in the only daily, the 
Courier-News, but failed to get a 
rise out of the text columns, ¥: 


Good Hoke 


Show was caught in both Wauke- 
gan and Elgin. Registered more 
solidly on the laugh phase with the 
Waukegan audience than it did with 
the payees in the other town. As 
smalltown entertainment fare it im- 
pressed as oke from every angle, 
with the shrieks of surprise evoked 
during the light-dousing moments 
and the generous hilarity uncorked 
by the hokey antics of the blackface 
comic testifying the fact that al- 
most everybody was getting a wal- 
lop out of the mystery. 


Understanding is that Harry Min- 
turn, the producer, was paid a flat 
price for the show, which recently 
closed a six-weeks run at the Play- 
house here. Running time was 
boiled down to around an hour and 
one of the players let out of the 
original cast. In addition to taking 
over the cast payroll, consisting of 
five men and a woman, Publix 
travels an electrician and carpenter 
with the show, pays all transporta- 
tion and takes care of all loading 
and unloading charges. With the 
extra costs it figures to cost about 
$2,000 a week. ’ 


In Agate Type! 


Although most of the towns 
hadn’t seen a dramatic in-the-flesh 
show in years no capital was made 
of this fact. In small type crowded 
into a tiny mortice the _ public 
learned if they had sharp eyes that 
‘The Blue Ghost’ is ‘not a picture.’ 

Elgin had 200 placards for a city 
of 34,000 population and were hard 
to find because the placards of the 
Arcadia, indie theatre in St. Charles, 
a neighboring town, had jostled 
them into obscurity. 

Aurora, Joliet and Rockford, three 
of the best show towns were booked 
for one day only but bad or indif- 
ferent towns like Waukegan and 
Elgin were booked for three: days, 
a load too heavy to bear. 

These failures and omissions and 
the total absence of appreciation of 
the exploitation possibilities are of 
wide trade importance if there is 
to be any extensive co-mingling of 
legit and pictures. ‘Blue Ghost’ is 
the first condensed version in the 
midwest but that others may follow 
is likely as Publix execs apparently 
prefer to buy an intact entertain- 
ment of this sort rather than rely 
upon vaudeville spot bookings, 

‘Crazy Quilt’ was not booked but 
another musical ‘Girl Crazy’ has 
been spotted into the Oriental, Chi- 
cago and if clicking is slated to be 
routed over Great States and other 
Publix dates. So there is an actual 
prospect of condensed legits play- 
ing film houses supplementary to 
the regular screen. 


Bridge War’s Aim 


(Continued from page 1) 


to have been spent on the banquet 
and entertainment at the initial 
session.. Over 100 newspapermen 
were present, plus other invited 
guests, with so much entertaining 
and cheer leading that there wasn’t 
much card playing. 

The match started with only $5,000 
officially bet. That was by Ely 
Culbertson wagering on himself 
against Sydney Lenz and giving 5 
to 1, Lenz putting up the $1,000. For 
both men, however, a great deal 
more is involved in that the winner 
will practically have a clear field in 
book sale and newspaper writing. 
All four players were signed for syn- 
dicates to describe the match before 
it started, outside of the regular 
bridge columns they conduct for 
dailies. 

Battle for Book Sales 

Importance of the play is really 
in the book sales, as bound instruc- 
tions written by these men amount 
to an enormous circulation. Both 
play and champion different contract 
bridge systems. Simon and Schus- 
ter publish the Lenz books. Culber- 
son publishes his own. 

Culbertson’s last book on bridge 
has been on the non-fiction best 
seller list since early June and 
is in it’s 92nd edition, having sold 
over 300,000 copies. Lenz’s books 
have sold only about one-tenth or 
less as well, but are figured to 
jump tremendously because of the 
present match. The U. S. Playing 
Card Ce has also been mentioned 
as one of the instigators of the 
match. 

It's the fact that one or the other 
may have to eventually bow out 











—————a 


of the field if beaten, that leads to 
the smart money betting the match 
will never be concluded. Some 
provocation for this belief is also 
evident in the attitudes of the two 
principal players with plenty of 
quips and back talk flying around 
presumablly as propaganda and for 
color. 

When Lenz was asked about his 
playing a hand as a no trump in- 
stead of in his own diamond bid, he 
remarked that ‘Culbertson is so 
slow I fell asleep and forgot what 
the suit was.’ On another occasion 


Lenz told the three referees he 
would quit if Culbertson were not 
made to remain in his seat. 
Culbertson had previously walked 


around every time he was dummy. 
Take your own guess as to the boys 
building it up or not. 

On another occasion Culbertson 
shouted out that the _ reporters 
were making too much noise and 
must be quieted down. Lenz 
merely smiled. 

Of the two men Lenz is the more 
cool and collected player, Culbert- 
son being given to nervousness and 
petulance. Gambling element 
amongst the bridge and interested 
element rate Lenz as the gambler 
and Culbertson as aé_ scientific 
player, with this so-calied wise mob 
favoring Lenz if it goes to a finish, 

Extent of the publicity being giv- 
en this battle of paste-boards is the 
diagrams of each, or the important 
hands, being printed by the dailies, 
a description of the bidding and the 
announcing of results the same 
nights by a national radio network, 


SMILING FACES © 


(Continued from page 48) 


fickle lover. As a matter of fact, 
there is more book to this show 
than ordinarily goes with a musi- 
cal comedy—logical enough, though 
dragging out the proceedings. 

The comedy punch is sadly lack- 
ing. -There’s not a belly laugh in 
the whole show as it stands. What 
few chuckles are forthcoming are 
more the result of the dry cracks 
of Hope Emerson than anything the 
comedian himself has. Roy Roy- 
ston, too, manages to get a fair 
share of laughs, but he has to romp 
all over the stage to do it. Billy 
Taylor adds a laugh or two and 
dances well. 

Lotti Loder, the Viennese girl, 
gets a lot of personality into her 
work, and has one big moment with 
@ number called ‘Knock Knees.’ 
Hope Emerson, a female Carnera, 
tosses her 200-odd pounds into a 
number called ‘Poor Little Me,’ 
which fits. She also does a chorus 
in the Cab Calloway manner. Doris 
Patston slips into the show too 
late to do herself justice. A good- 
looker who can dance, and having 
the only semblance of a voice in 
the troupe, she is on half way 
through the second act and almost 
too late. 

The show almost belongs to the 
Albertina Rasch girls, who, al- 
though they introduce nothing 
startling, execute several numbers 
with the usual Rasch perfection, 
A quartet made up of William Lil- 
ling, Len Saxon, Robert Lewis and 
Vance Elliott furnished some good 
incidental singing on stage and in- 
troduced a novelty between the acts 
when they sang several of the 
show’s songs from the pit. One of 
these songs had not as yet been 
sung in the show, coming later in 
the second act, 

Paula Stone follows up her work 
in ‘Ripples’ with another satisfac- 
tory showing—in dancing at least. 
When it comes to delivering a song 
the voice of the younger Stone is 
not all it might be. However, this 
miss makes up in personality and 
footwork what she lacks vocally, 
and she never misses an opportun- 
ity. She runs the scale from taps 
to a waltz, and shows equally well 
in all, 

The old reliable cane dance comes 
in for a twirl by Stone and a chorus 
of boys. The number failed to reg- 
ister. Without rhyme or reason, a 
bootblack scene is injected into the 
second act, which introduces a 
couple of wrestlers who are as out 
of place in the show as overalls at 
the Ritz. The end of the opening 
scene in act two is a bit belated. 

Among the song possibilities are 
‘Falling Out of Love,’ ‘Sweet Little 
Stranger,’ ‘There Will Be a Girl,’ 
‘So Say You Do’ and {I Stumbled 





Over You,’ with ‘Girl’ and ‘Stum- 
bled’ probably running into hit 
numbers. 


Although Jack Donohue is cred- 
ited with staging the dance num- 
bers, it is reported that most of 
his work has been sidetracked in 
favor of the routines of Mme. 
Rasch. Somebody has sunk a wad 
on the costumes and settings for 
this show. The finale of act one 
is a niece piece of scenic work, 
while act two ends in a display of 
lavish finery. 

No doubt the show will be held 
on the road for some weeks (per- 
haps even till early spring, accord- 
ing to the producers) to whip it into 
shape, as Stone has stated he will 
not attempt to bring it into New 
York until it is properly prepared 
for Broadway. Bowe. 
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Chicago, Dec. 14. 

It's got so that every time one na- 
tional network outsmarts the other 
in grabbing off a big money account, 
the loser has an alibi all prepared. 
Favorite comeback is the assertion 
that the commercial had come to it 
first, but for certain reasons, rarely 
made clear, had been turned down. 

That’s the one the NEC sales de- 
partment is now using to explain 
how Columbia came to get the 
Chesterfield cigaret $1,250,000 
splurge. Chesterfield takes to the 
ether nightly starting Jan. 4 on a 
69-station hook-up, with Nat Shil- 
kret’s orchestra furnishing’ the 
background for a parade of radio 
and stage names. 

Liggett & Myers offered the ac- 
count to it twice, says NBC, and on 
each occasion the ciggie distrib was 
given the thumbsdown. The first 
time, runs the NBC version, the 
chain had Camel, Lucky Strikes and 
Old Gold, and it was decided that 
ballyhooing three cigaret brands 
was enough. On the next approach 


Olid Gold and Camel were off the 
network, but Listerine was under 
contract to start soon, and the 


chain’s execs, so they aver, deemed 
it good business to play with these 
two brands exclusively. 

Always Belittlin’ 

Columbia’s sales department re- 
torts that the NBC habit of belit- 
tling the opposition’s business-get- 
ting accomplishments has become a 
gag. 

Columbia high-pressure boys say 
the sourgrapes act put on by the 
rival chain was shown up at the 
time when GBS took over the An- 
heuser-Busch account. 


STIFF DEMANDS ON 
RADIO BY PETRILLO 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Delegates from the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Musicians and the local 
station managers association come 
together tomorrow (15) for a.pre- 
liminary discussion of the 1932 wage 
scale proposed by the former. De- 
spite some of the demands, it is 
anticipated an agreement will be ar- 
rived at by the end of the month 
without intervening excitement. 

Only change in the prevailing 
rate asked by the union involves 
overtime, with that stipend jacked 
up from $6 to $12 per half-hovr. 
Day off with salaries intact is de- 
manded for all studio musicians. 
Replacements are to be hired at the 
current weekly scale of $90 for 
afternoons and $115 for both after- 
noon and evening sessions. 

Under the revised regulations 
submitted by the union the stations 
are called upon to increase the min- 
imum number of staff musicians. 
First class stations will have to 
carry 15 men in place of the present 
10, second class outlets eight in- 
stead of five and the smaller fry 
five in place of three. New rules 
further provide that turntables will 
hereafter have to be manned by 
union musicians, no matter the 
status of the station. 





MISS FROOS’ CONTRACT 
NBC has placed Sylvia Froos, 
vaude singer, under an exclusive ra- 
dio contract. Miss Froos is now 
Playing for RKO. 
Songstress commences a series of 
NBC sustaining broadcasts Dec. 21. 





LEWIS AT WSYR 


Syracuse, Dec. 14. 
Bert Lewis, formerly of WOKO, 
Albany, is now production manager 
at WSYR here. 


When Losing Big Account to Rival 
Networks Offer Some Odd Alibis 








| station manager at the 
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Best Xmas Present 


Subscription to 


$6.00 for One Year 
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Cut Gab—Sing—Quaker 
Oats Telis Phil Cook 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Phil Cook has been asked by his 
ether bankrollers, Quaker Oats, to 
change his act. Called in here from 
New York by the commercial last 
week, the mike single was advised 
that a switch in routine would be 
considered timely. 

To that end it was suggested that 
he reduce the volume of patter in 
connection with the Eddie and Ab- 
ner characters and devote more of 
his network time to singing. Cook 
has been with the same account 
for almost three years and is rated 
as one of the highest priced sin- 
gles on the air at $2,500 weekly. 


Chi Agent Upheld 
In Radio Commish 
Suit vs. 10-Year-Old 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 

In the first case involving com- 
mission on radio talent to come be- 
fore the Chicago courts, Jimmy 
Henshell, of the Amusement Book- 
ing Corp., was awarded judgment 
against the parents of Shirley Bell, 
10, who plays the title role in the 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ serial over 
NBC. Henshell sued without hav- 
ing a written contract. 

Henshell told Judge Hartigan 
that while the ‘Tribune’ outlet, 
WGN, was scouting around for 
child actors to cast in the show, he 
got in touch with Henry Sellinger, 
time, and 
suggested Shirley for the name 
part. Even though Sellinger took 
up the salary negotiations with the 
parents direct and left the agent 
entirely out of the picture, Henshell 
argued that the fact he called at- 
tention to the girl gave him suf- 
ficient right to a share of her salary. 

During trial, Judge Hartigan tele- 
phoned Sellinger, who is now in 
charge of the Lord, Thomas & 
Logan radio department here, for 
his version of the incident. Sellin- 
ger admitted he got his first in- 
formation about Shirley as a pros- 
pect for the part from Henshell. 

‘Little Orphan Annie’ has been 
on the air almost a year. Shirley 
started at $50 a week and when the 
feature went commercial the sal- 
ary was boosted to $75. Recently 
she got another $25 raise. 

Girl’s parents have decided to ac- 
cept Judge Hartigan’s decision, ané 
have arranged to pay Henshell oft 
in installments. Latter has agreed, 
in turn, to waive all commissions 
due him prior to the date Shirley’s 
salary was jumped to $75. 


$1,250 for Tucker 


Sophie Tucker goes on NBC for a 
half-hour for Nestle Friday night 
(18) at a reported $1,250 for the 30 
minutes. 

While Miss Tucker’s present con- 
tract with NBC is for the single 
engagement only, it is understood 
a subsequent contract may be ar- 
ranged for a number of appear- 
ances. 

Abe Lastfogel, for the William 
Morris office, negotiated the ether 
date for Miss Tucker. 














Whiteman’s Co-ed 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 
Jane Vance, sophomore at North- 


|western University, is the latest 
torch singer engaged by Paul 
Whiteman. Contract has a flock of 


options limited tv five years. 
Girl will remain at the Edge- 
water Beach hotel with ihe Charlie 


Agnew orchestra when Whiteman 
goes on tour the day after New 
Year's. 


CBS After Omaha’s WAAW 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 
Columbia chain will probably an- 
Omaha, according 


tion is controlled by the Omaha 
Grain Exchange and until now 
sticking to local programs. 

Consummation of the deal would 
let out station KOIL, which had 
been hooked up with Columbia un- 
til last week when contracts ex- 
pired. 








. 5'4 Hrs. of Bands 





CBS will put about 22 bands 
on the air for a five and a half 
hour stretch New Year’s Eve 
(31). 

Bands will be picked up from 
all over the country. They 
will be on from 10:30 p. m. to 
4:00 a. m., doing about 15 min- 


utes each. 











TOO REALISTIC 


_—— —— 


Amos ’n’ Andy’s 3d Degree Episodes 
Draw Fire 





Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Protesting in vigorous terms that 
the ‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ enactment of 
police methods over the air is mis- 
leading and falsely represented, 
Hugh D. Harper, president of the 
International Ass'n of Chiefs of Po- 
lice, forwarded his complaint via 
telegram to the Pepsodent Co., 
sponsors of the radio pair. 

Chief Harper is from Colorado 
Springs, Colo., and apparently an 
ardent radio fan. His wire to Pep- 
sodent said: 

‘I wish to protest in the strong- 
est terms against the misleading 
and totally false impressions that 
are being implanted in the minds of 
the people everywhere by the at- 
tempt of Amos ’n’ Andy to imper- 
sonate the so-called third degree. 

‘Such propaganda cannot help but 
seriously haudicap law enforcement 
officers in the prosecution of crime. 
No up-to-date officer ever uses the 
methods as exemplified in your ra- 
dio program.’ 


L. A. Stations Cut Staffs 


In Music Union Dispute 








Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 


Receiving no word from the mu- 
sicians’ union, after submitting a 
lower broadcasting scale, 13 local 
radio stations met Thursday (10) 
and agreed to give two weeks’ no- 
tice to 50 of the musicians work- 
ing for them. This is almost one- 
fourth of the total now employed. 


Union had submitted a higher 
scale which was rejected by the 
‘casters, who, at the same time, 


asked for a cut of 30% in the pres- 
ent wage list or else the firing of 
enough men to bring costs down to 
a similar saving. 

Orchestra, out of KGFJ because 
station was dissatisfied with a re- 
duced scale offered, filed claims 
with labor commission for total of 


$1,030, refusing proffered checks 
that did* not include overtime, 
doubling and leader's money 


amounting to $200. 





Scheuing of NBC Misses 


Rogers, Coslow on Coast 
Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Ed W. Scheuing of the NBC 
artists’ bureau, came out on a fly- 
ing business trip for a couple of 
days with Judge Hyman Bushel, 
who handles some of the NBC con- 
tract work, but missed Charles 
(Buddy) Rogers and Sam Coslow 
by two days. Scheuing is flirting 
with other local talent for the 
NBC. 

Rogers had left two days before 
for New York and Sam Coslow, 
songwriter-entertainer, who se- 
cured a leave of absence from his 
Paramount studio songwriting con- 
tract, had also gone sooner than 
expected to talk to Scheuing in 
New York. Leo Friedman has been 
Coslow’s representative on a pos- 
sible NBC deal. 

Scheuing mentions Buddy Rogers 
for the Hotel Biltmore, New York, 
with an orchestra, as a possibility. 

Very likely Jimmie Gillespie, long 
Paul Whiteman’s personal rep, will 
be Rogers’ ditto. 





WINELAND’S FINISH 

HioM™® wood, Dec. 14. 
Warner Bros. cut system in all of 
its enterprises forced 
orchestra out of KFWB, 

Hollywood radio station. 
Wineland couldn't take the cut, as 
it would put him below union scale. 


the WB 


Engagements 


Harriet Lee, Vitality, CBS, Dec. 16. 

Funnyboners, Gordon Graham, 
Dave Grant and Bunny Coughlin, 
start a series of thrice weekly CBS 
sustaining broadcasts today (Tues- 
day) on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sat- 
urdays. Trio also on the Oxol 
periods, CBS. 


Wineland’s | 





Human Nature Makes Air Audience 
Hardest Hard Boileds at All Times; 
Mike Throttling Is Artists Terror 





Inside on Radio and 
Texas Women’s Hands 


First commercial to sponsor a 
behind-the-radio-scenes series will 
be Frostilla. Advertiser has con- 
tracted for the CBS network for 15 
minutes each Monday night for 13 
weeks starting Jan. 4. 

Harry Salter’s orchestra and Mil- 
dred Hunt are engaged for the 
series. Regular CBS staff announcer 
and Salter will not be used to play 
the parts in the inside stuff. 

Advertiser, maker of a hand lo- 
tion, is concentrating on Texas, In 
that state alone it will use four sta- 
tions; in the belief that Texan wo- 
men need the use of a hand lotion 
more than the women anywhere 
else. 


NBC Books Contract 
Band in Vaude Before 
lt Starts Broadcasting 





Eubie Blake’s orchestra, colored, 
booked through NBC to show at the 
RKO Royal, New York, the first 
half of Dec. 26. 

Blake’s orchestra is the latest ad- 
dition to the list of bands under 
contract to NBC Artists’ Bureau. 
NBC has not as yet assigned the 
band any broadcasting time. 

Biake’s orchestra is currently 
laying off. 


PLAYERS DEMAND SHARE 
IN BROADCASTING FEES 


Budapest, Dec. 1. 

When plays are broadcast from 
the Budapest radio station, actors 
are specially engaged and paid. Re- 
cently, performances of ‘Maya’ and 
‘White Horse Inn’ were broadcast 
from the theatres themselves. The 
producers got the fees from the 
broadcasting company and _ pub- 
licity into the bargain, for in both 
eases box office sales jumped after 
the broadcast. 

The actors now demand half the 
fees from the broadcasting com- 
pany. One of the producers flatly 
refused, while the other one main- 
tained that broadcasting co. had 
not paid him in cash but merely in 
publicity. The actors maintain that 
even in this case they are entitled 
to some extra salary. 

Opera performances have gone on 
the air regularly once or twice a 
a week, none of the performers ask- 
ing salaries on radio nights. 


Marvin Interest Denied 


Consolidated Recording Company 
denies Johnny Marvin has secured 
a financial interest in the corpora- 
tion, as reported in ‘Variety.’ 

Charles C. Hasin is sole owner 
of the Consolidated, makers of ra- 
dio discs, it is claimed. 

















KGFJ SETTLEMENT 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 
Negotiations Saturday (12) be- 
tween KGFJ and the musicians’ lo- 
cal for the musickers to return fell 
through. 
Station 

unfair. 


is once more classed as 


Medbury on NBC 


John Medbury has an NBC coast 
network contract starting Dec. 18 on 
a coffee hour twice weekly. 

He will m. c. and gag up an other- 
wise musical program, 





Household Finance’s 3rd Year 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Household Finance has tied up 
with NBC for another year, cel- 
ebrating the renewal with the ad- 
dition of several more stations to its 
weekly link. Makes the third year 
the loaning company has been on 
network. 

Program will carry the same type 
of musical entertainment 








Radio audiences are the toughest 
of all. The reason is human nature. 

In offering a wide selection of en- 
tertainments at one admission price, 
radio is forced to lay itself open to 
the severest form of critical opinion 
at no extra cost to the critic. The 
ease with which the radio audience 
can pick its spots tends to make 
it super-critical. It breeds harden- 
ing of the reaction. 

A person who gets into a theatre 
01. @ pass is always the first to pan 
the show. He or she figures a bad 
show a waste of time, while the per- 
scn who paid for his ticket will hate 
to admit that the evening was ill- 
spent and attempt to devise rea- 
sons why a little something was re- 
ceived in return. Few will confess 
even to themselves that they are 
100% chumps. 

The radio auditor can never be 
completely disappointed. A broad- 
cast may not live up to expecta- 
tions, but it doesn’t have to be fol- 
lowed in its entirety. There is al- 
Ways another program on another 
station and available at no added 
expense. A disappointed radio lis- 
tencr can switch to another show. 
A theatre customer must stick. If 
he wants to wall to another the- 
atre, it costs him another price of 
admission, 

Such a system gives radio listen- 
ers a distinct edge in every way 
over their theatre bretheren. And 
with radio now considered an im- 
portant form of public amusement, 
that edge take on added signifi- 
cance, 

The radio custor.er pays one ad- 
mission—the price of his set when 
he buys it. Cost of upkeep, includ- 
ing electric or battery current and 
repairs might average $15 per lis- 
tener per year, top, not counting 
depreciation, of course. But de- 
preciation on a radio set is re- 
garded similarly to depreciation on 
the family coffee pot. Both decline 
in intrinsic value through constant 
use, but both are figured to condone 
the initial cost by services rendered. 

One Yearly Cost 

If the head of a family pays $100 
ror a receiving set, that initial cost, 
plus the upkeep, covers the entire 
radio entertainment bill for the en- 
tire first year. In the average fam- 
ily home the radio is worked by at 
least one member for the most of 
each day. There's usually some- 
thing on the air with appeal for 
some family member at all times, 
from rising time in the morning 
till bedtime at night, or vice-versa 
if the family is a troupe of night 
watchmen. That $115 provides en- 
tertainment for the entire family for 
an entire year. And after the first 
year only the maintenance expense 
is necessary. Most sets purchased 
today, with present radio receiving 
sets near perfection for picking up 
sound-only programs, will satisfy 
most needs until television comes, 
and that might be four or more 
years away. 

No other form of amusement with 
such wide appeal for the various 
family types and at such a low cost, 
or so convenient, is at hand. 

That radio is such a wide open 
subject to personal criticism is the 
chief shiver for ether actors. The 
ease with which the audience can 
twist the dial and send the enter- 
tainer’s heart's blood back to dis- 
solve in the atmosphere, produces 
the chills that run both ways on 
the average mikster’s spine. Di- 
rect response isn’t available. It’s 
the unseen he fears most. 

About the only radio listener 
who's at the mercy of what’s on is 
the listener who is at the moment 
taking a bath. But this too is buta 
temporary condition, and sometimes 
adjustable when somebody else is 
ian the house and within reach of 
the radio. But the forced listener 
isn’t very receptive. While air ar- 
tists, to contemplate even a favor- 
able audience going through the 
usual bathtub motions amidst the 
suds, are licked from the start as 
far as confidence goes. 

The feeling of superiority for 
which all audiences long is the radio 
auditor’s for the asking. He listens 
to what he likes and abruptly throt- 
tles what he doesn’t like without 
placing any additional strain on the 
pocketbook, It’s easy for him to do 
what audiences do easiest upon the 
slightest opportunity—get hard- 
boiled. 
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Radio Reports 





PRINCE ALBERT '4 HOUR 

With Alice Joy, Ol’ Hunch, 
Van Loan Orch. 

Cc” MMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Almost daily in radio there ap- 
pears a new parallel to something 
in the theatre. Through these sim- 
ilar points and the comparisons 
they allow, radio is fast learning 
and absorbing principles and tech- 
nique of show business. 

Practically all theories produced 
by radio for comparison with facts 
based by the show business on ex- 
perience of th> past have been ex- 
tremely helpful to radio so far. Pit- 
falls into which the show business 
stumbled and by which it learned 
to progress are revealed to radio 
today. Radio is falling into new 
traps and making its own boners, 
but it is using the knowledge of 
the show business to avoid old 
ruts. 

Radio and theatre are radically 
different in many respects, but 
they’re similar in as many others. 
First and last, both peddle enter- 
tainment. 

In the prodigality which grows 
out of the strictly commercial mo- 
tives of the Reynolds tobacco peo- 
ple, another parallel.can be drawn. 
Its results may save thousands to 
future radio spenders. That firm’s 
new NBC program, in framework a 
duplicate of the same advertiser’s 
Camel broadcasts on CBS, can 
therefore be put to excellent use 
by the radio business in general. 

Vaudeville provides the compara- 
tive parallel in this case. To draw 
the proper line it’s necessary to go 
ba.-: 10 or 15 years. In those days 
vaudeville was the chief form of 
popular priced entertainment in 
America. Pictures had not at- 
tained their present domination of 
the pop theatre field and radio was 
regarded as a wild dream. 

In those days of vaudeville there 
was the big time and the small 
time. There were small time acts 
that could prosper indefinitely in 
their own field without ever seeing 
the big time. The big time acts, su- 
perior in quality, of course, were 
too expensive for the small time 
theatres. But many big time acts 
contained the nucleus for excellent 
small time counterparts with 
cheaper production and casting. 

The small time reproductions 
were called ‘copy acts’. When there 
was sufficient vaudeville to allow 
for a distinct division of the two 
types of theatres—and audiences— 
the ‘copy act,’ generally operated by 
the owner of the original, was not 
harmful, The copy act became an 
evil later when the small time and 
big time had shrunk and all vaude- 
ville collapsed into one time whose 
chief pursuit was survival. When 
all acts commenced to play all the- 
atres, the replica act became harm- 
ful; for copying in vaudeville then 
grew beyond control. Pp 

The first deliberate and subsi- 
dized ‘topy act’ on the air is R. J. 
Reynolds’ 
Hour, an NBC carbon copy of the 
Camel program on CBS. The latter, 
starring Morton Ddwney, has been 
among the most popular regular 
evening hours for the last six 
months. Besides Downey’s boy so- 
pranoing it features Tony Wons’ 
own style of announcing. Wons 
coupled his homely philosophies, 
poetry and prose with plugs for the 
Camel cigaret and managed to de- 
vise one of the few attractive com- 
mercial spiels on the air. 

Reynolds, which also makes the 
Prince Albert pipe tobacco, pro- 
duced practically a second company 
for its other major network cam- 
paign, including identical routine 
and salesmanship and a duplication 
in talent as far as possible. Alice 
Joy, using an advertising agency- 
endowed name in place of her for- 
mer vaudeville billing, gets as close 
to the Morton Downey style of sing- 
ing as a femme can, while a char- 
acter called Ol’ Hunch gives a sec- 
ond-rate imitation of Wons. The 
two programs are precisely alike in 
every detail. 

Obviously the advertiser’s desire 
is extended audience coverage. The 
coverage no doubt has been gained, 
but the mimicry in the minds of 
many tends to place a question 
mark on the result. It’s granted 
that wherever the Camel program 
isn’t received, the P. A. broadcast 
can’t suffer by comparison. But in 
territories where the advertiser 
doubles up, where the two programs 
are available on different stations, 
there is the possibility that the ad- 
vertiser invites comparison that 
may injure one program no matter 
how it helps the other. 

The Reynolds company’s Camel 
broadcast met considerable success. 
So the same advertiser, in an at- 
tempt to do the same for another 
product, does a bold take-off on 
the first. In its opinion one idea 
will suffice for both purposes. Is 
that the extent of radio showman- 
ship today? It shouldn't be. True, 
the advertiser is selling two sepa- 
rate products. But in selling them 
so similarly, there is more than a 
slight possibility that it’s defeating 
its own purpose with Prince Albert, 
while directing considerable atten- 
tion away from Camels, 

If Ziegfeld produced a hit ‘Foi- 
lies,’ would he open a second com- 


Paul 


Prince Albert Quarter 


pany of the same show across the 
street? 

The Camel program goes on in the 
east over CBS at 7:45 nightly. It 
immediately follows Prince Albert, 
whose starting time is 7:30. Should 
a New York listener catch the P. A 
broadcast, then, through not liking 
what follows on NBC, turn the dial 
to the CBS stations, he wiil find 
practically a repeat of what he just 
heard. It’s perfectly logical to as- 
sume that his interest in the Camel 
program would depreciate at the 
start. If he does indifferently fol- 
low up this program, its superiority 
would doubtlessly rob the P. A. pro- 
gram of much of the value it had 
attained before comparison was pos- 
sible. 

There must be more than one 
good idea for radio. There should 
be a more ambitious attempt to find 
other amusement forms. Just be- 
cause a successful formula was 
found in the Camel program, there 
is no sound reason for an advertiser 
to stop right there. 

Like the show business, radio is 
primarily selling entertainment. 
When commercial, radio’s ultimate 
goal is publicity and sales increase. 
But this can only be accomplished 
through good entertainment. After 
all, radio listeners, who are the po- 
tential buyers, do not have to dial 
in on any program. They listen to 
what amuses them most. If they 
don’t listen, the advertising plug is 
wasted, along with the money back 
of the plug. Which makes the en- 
tertainment all-important, just as it 
is in the rest of the show business. 
It would be better for an advertiser 
to stay off the air than to draw ani- 
mosity and lose interest in his prod- 
uct through a bad program, 


If the Reynolds firm has made a 
mistake, it will soon find out. But 
its lead will or should influence 
other advertisers and broadcasters, 
if a mistake it is. Meanwhile the 
corrective influence. remains with 
the stations &nd networks. They 
are at present, partly out of neces- 
sity, 100% subservient to the adver- 
tiser’s ideas and personal opinions, 
no matter how wrong they might 
be, for the advertiser is radio’s meal 
ticket, 

But a reliable sense of showman- 
ship within the studios and author- 
ity there to exercise that showman- 
ship, should be encouraged by ad- 
vertisers, if only for their own fu- 
ture welfare. That might prevent 
many other radio boners. Bige. 


CAPT. DON AND RADIO SCOUTS 
Don Becker and Lloyd Harris 
Songs and Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WIBO, Chicago 


Don Becker, former uke wiz on 
WLW, Cincy, is here drum-major- 
ing a juve program for the manu- 
facturers of the toy American Flyer 
Train. Becker peppers the show’s 
30-minute stretch with enough 
vaude entertainment to make it 
stand out from the now standard- 
ized routine of the bedtime gushing 
brigade, 

To give the program a touch of 
the boys’ club atmosphere, Becker 
holds open house at the studio for 
the kids, bringing them in at the 
start of the program for a spasm 
of assembly singing. Crossfire com- 
edy between Beck and Lloyd Har- 
ris not only stays down to the kid 
mental level, but is funny enough 
to tickle the average adult risi- 
bilities. 

Between song and patter bits 
Becker regales them with the pur- 
poses of his radio scout club, a 
fable with the moral not laid on 
too thickly and some exciting rail- 
road adventure. 





ADELE STARR 

With Harry Horlick’s Orch. 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


As guest of Harry Horlick and 
his A. & P. Gypsies, Miss Starr 
showed a crooning voice that’s a lit- 
tle out of the ordinary because of 
its low pitch. 

Her contralto voice is likable and 
diction good. That extremely low 
pitch though is puzzling, for one 
doesn’t know whether it’s a natural 


Starr could let loose a bit. 

Miss Starr did about three num- 
bers on this broadcast and handled 
them all well. As a singer she is 
not unusual, but more pleasing than 
the majority of femme crooners. 


RICHARD KIRBERY 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 


The shortest sustaining period on 
any of the stations is that assigned 
to Richard Kirbery, baritone. He 
does only two ballads, both an- 
nounced as ‘requests.’ 

Kirbery is now on the NBC art- 
ists’ staff, as he is heard on com- 
mercials at other times during the 
week. Has a rich voice, magnetic 
and flexibly resonant. Numbers 
topical, but splendidly sung. 

Apparently a feeler here as to 
what sort of a built-up a voice of 
this type can register for about five 





minutes, starting at 11 o'clock. 
Mark. 


style. If purposely toned down, Miss | 





No Class 





Hollywood, Dec. 14, 

California vocalists have a 
substitute for the song, ‘Life 
Is Just a Bowl of Cherries.’ 

They're singing ‘Life Is Just 
a Bowl of Razzberries’ and the 
audience is supplying the ef- 
fects, 











NEW YORK FIREMEN 
With Mills Mros., Emile Gauvreau 
WMCA, New York 


Using showmanship, the uni- 
formed firemen of New York are 
staging a weekly broadcast in an 
appeal to the public to help them 
obtain an eight-hour day assign- 
ment instead of the present 12. For 
this program the Mills Bros. from 
CBS were ‘by courtesy’ and obliged 
with three numbers. 

Then Emile Gauvreau,. managing 
ed. of the N. Y. ‘Mirror,’ and James 
S. Chambers, secretary of the fire- 
men, had a dialog. Gauvreau closed 
by telling of the thrill he got some 
years ago at a fire at the New Ha- 


ven jail. 
Some interesting facts brought 
out about firemen. Some _ 43,000 


alarms in 1930. All uniforms, rubber 
goods, boots are paid for by the 
men. 

In addition to the Mills Bros. and 
Gauvreau, the firemen’s vocal con- 
tingent pulled their barbershops 
without worrying about comparison 
with the Mills foursome, Thomas 
Jackson’s bass voice was heard in 
a solo. 

Whatever may be the deduction, 
the firemen are going about their 
eight-hour campaign like showmen. 
That may win them their _objec- 
tive. Mark. 





ART KRUEGER’S ORCH. 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 


Broadcasting over the CBS net- 
work from the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club, Milwaukee, with a ball in 
progress, the Kreuger band showed 
up as a smart orchestral group. 
Krueger’s band is a smooth instru- 
mental aggregation, conforming to 
the new type of modern music in its 
flowing arrangements of waltzes and 
ballads. Arrangements of the latter 
types of melodies are along the style 
employed by the Wayne King or- 
chestra from Chicago. 

Krueger doesn’t dwell much on 
the hot stuff, although when he does 
take to the heated orchestrations he 
does well by them. However, the 
band appears better adapted to and 
more at home with slower tempo. 

Band has a pleasing brass ar- 
rangement, the sweet saxes pre- 
dominating, but not too much. 
Strings also come prominently. 

Quite some _ singing spotted 
throughout the program. Most of it 
by one fellow in a pleasing high 
tenor. Some trio warbling also, 





NESTOR JOHNSON PROGRAM 
Walter Wilson 

Singing, Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

KYW, Chicago 

Uncle Bob, better known to show 
business as Walter Wilson, does a 
straight selling job here for the 
shoe and skate distributors. There 
isn’t much for him to m.c. on this 
program. When not hammering 
away at the sales message, there’sa 
kid singer doing a choir version of 
a pop ballad. Latter comes over 
unbilled. 

Program is a big letdown from the 
showmanly Uncle Bob bedtime sus- 
tainer that precedes. Perhaps that’s 
why the commercial has loaded him 
up with copy for its own stretch. It 
figured, evidently, that the sustain- 
ing show had the audience clinched 
anyway, and no more entertainment 
was necessary to hold them. Like 
all other dial enticers, the Nestor 


Johnson program has a giveaway 
contest, 





HAPPY FELTON BAND 

with Jack White 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 

Francis (Happy) Felton and or- 
chestra are supplying the dance 
music for the Ballyhoo restaurant, 
New York. Just an ordinary aggre- 
gation as sensed on their air; num- 
bers all apparently rehearsed for 
dance tempo without bringing any- 
thing new or novel to the ether. 

Jack White was announced as 
making his debut as m.c. that night 
(11). White was expected to get in 
humorous chatter. He was. on 
briefly, but it amounted to little 
more than an jntroduction. 





Mark. 
‘TRAIL OF MELODY’ 
Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
WMCA, New York 
Apparently the discs from com- 


mercial channels are proving quite 
a financial help to WMCA. One of 
their regulars is the disc program 
for Richfield oil. 

An orchestra with a piano player 
whose work stands out do fairly 
well with their assignment, but 
along familiar lines. A good bit is 
the ‘Darktown Strutters’ Ball,’ an 
effective vocal and band combo. 

Usual sales talk to motorists, etc. 

Mark. 








CAN CANCEL LAMBS 
ON 2 WEEKS’ NOTICE 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 


Evidently leery of the click pos- 
sibilities of the stunt, Stewart- 
Warner induced NBC to write a 
two-week cancellation clause into 
the contract covering its weekly 
broadcast of talent recruited from 
the Lambs Club membership. First 
program of the series was due Sun- 
day night (13) without any advance 
exploitation. A last-minute post- 
ponement was made, with decision 
to start the program the following 
Sunday. 

Club’s finance committee for the 
past year has been playing around 
with the idea of having ether com- 
mercial to help lift its affairs out of 
the red. In return for a substantial 
flat sum per broadcast the commit- 
tee offered to furnish a reasonable 
number of stage stars on its mem- 
bership list, available in New York 
at the time. 

Through yates Porter, Lambs 
member and an account exec with 
the Stack-Goble advertising agency 
here handling the Stewart-Warner 
account, the project was sold to the 
set manufacturers on a maximum 
13-week basis. 

The chain finally yielded to the 
Stewart-Warner insistence upon a 
two-week cancellation clause. Set 
manufacturer explained that it re- 
garded the stunt as experimental, 
and if it didn’t pan out successfully 
after the first two or three shows it 
wanted to be free to pull out with- 
out any further loss. Understood 
that the price being paid into the 
actors club exchequer, to help pay 
off the mortgage and accumulated 
bills, is $4,000 net. 





At the Lambs Club in New York 
it was stated the contract was ex- 
pected to be signed Saturday (12), 
but no verification could be made. 
On that day it looked like the con- 
tract was cold, after sudden post- 
ponement of the broadcast, 





Mildred Bailey’s Hubby 
Says She Deserted Him 


Chicago, Dec. 14, 

Mildred Bailey, crooner with Paul 
Whiteman, has been notified from 
California that her husband, B. F. 
Stafford, has filed suit for divorce 
charging desertion. 

Couple was married Nov. 8, 1920, 
and separated in March, 1930. Un- 
derstood final settlement will be 
held up pending settlement of some 
property of which Miss Bailey is 
half owner, under the California 
property laws. 


‘Real Folks’ Moving Over 


Chicago, Dec. 14, 

Real folks, backed by the Chese- 
borough Vaseline Hour, NBC, the 
past two years, switches bankrollls 
and networks Jan. 10. when Log 
Cabin Syrup will give the rural skit 
a Sunday afternoon airing over Co- 
lumbia network. 

Real folks was built by NBC, which 
maintained it originally for a year 
as a sustaining program. 











Rosey Suing Feist 


San Francisco, Dec. 14. 
The Chicago attorney, Herman 
Bernstein, is filing suit for Sammy 


Rosey, local Coffee Dan pianist, 
against Wayne King and Leo 
Feist, Inc., for royalties on ‘The 


Waltz You Saved for Me,’ which 
Rosey claims he wrote with King 
and Gus Kahn. 

The ‘Emil Flint’ on the song’s 
title page Rosey claims to be him- 
self. The number is King’s theme 
song. 


B.B.B.’s Cellar Finale 


-dJollywood, Dec. 14. 

Playing 15 benefits in 18 days, 
B.B.B. returned to his cellar cafe 
Wednesday night to find it at- 
tached and shuttered for $4,500 back 
rent for nine months. 

Together with Barnett Hyman, 
his partner in the venture for 27 
months, Berman is filing partner- 
ship bankruptcy papers. 








FITZNER-PANTIN STAY 


Schenectady, Dec. 14. 
Unanimously re-elected Sunday 
(13) as president and secretary, re- 
spectively, of Local 85, American 
Federation of Musicians, J. J. Fitz- 
ner and W. A. Pantin will begin 
their ninth term of office this week. 


Chet Marks’ Widow 
Reopening Hard Luck 





Toledo, Dec. 14. 

Intentions 
were announced here by 
groups within a week. 
and Mrs. Edith Marks, widow of 
boat, which has a hoc »%o record. 

Chet Marks, who, with Greiner, 
operated the place, was murdered 
by three bandits and the club wag 
turned over to Johnny Rose. Feds 
raided Johnny, closing him up an@ 
he is still wearing a bond for ap« 
pearance in court. Pete Licavolf, 
now in Detroit awaiting trial for 
the murder of Jerry Buckley, radie 
announcer, was arrested in the 
place. 

Now Mrs. Marks will attempt a 
comeback in her husband's placa, 
Tony Young, formerly of the Eme 
bassy, burned down, will manage. 

Club Rendezvous also makes itg 
bow in the main dining room of the 
Hotel Waldorf. Ben Brenner, fore 
merly of the Villa and Statler hotel, 
Detroit, will be in charge. Wayne 
Young and his band will be the 
musicians, while the well known 
Bill Fotoples will handle the kitchen, 

Jimmy Ward announces the re« 
opening of Chicken Harry’s. Jimmy, 
is a fixture in Toledo night life, ale 
though his spot is out of the way. 

Chicken Charlie’s notorious and 
much raided cabaret is still getting 
into print, and the Silver Slipper 
is barely able to slide by. 





LOWDOWN ON EDITORS 


Edith Meseraud Will Tell 
WGBS—Also P. A. 


Over’ 


Edith Meseraud, formerly of 
NBC’s press department and ousted 
by Frank Mason, NBC vice-presi- 
dent, has joined the WGBS press 
department. WGBS is the latest 
Hearst station. 

Miss Meseraud will double be« 
tween press work and some broad¢ 
casts. 

Her first broadcast will be this 
Thursday (17), when she will give 
the lowdown on the radio editors 
whom she met while with NBC. 





Neil House Dancing Cut 
To One Night a Week 


Columbus, Dec. 14. 

Dick Filder’s orchestra, for four 
years at Neil house, will be out 
when that hotel goes to one night 
a@ week dancing plan. The band 
changes to the Arabian Grill for 
six dance nights per week and @& 
Sunday concert. 

Grill goes in for full night club 
line-up, giving this town its first 
in several years, svith a floor show 
lasting to 2 a. m. 

Union probe of the change leaves 
things up in air only temporarily. 
Playing under union scale was first 
charged. 





Germans Cut Fees 


Berlin, Dec. 14. 
Economy program installed by the 
German government touches radio 
and phonograph records. All broad- 
casting fees are to be cut 10%, ef- 
fective either Feb. 1 or March 1. 
Dise factories begin remarking 
prices of records immediately with 
a 10% cut. 








Chi-Backed Cincy Spot 
Cincinnati, Dec. 14. 

Chicago interests are backing the 
Cotton Club, new suburban cafe 
that bows Sat. (19). Location is 
near Maderia, 15 miles from down- 
town section, in former Clovernook 
dansant, which has been remodeled 
to accommodate about 500 couples. 
J. W. Hamilton is director. 

Ace Brigode’s combo will be 

opening band. Announced there'll 
be seven floor acts. Couvert to be 
$1 during week and $1.50 Saturdays 
and Sundays. 
Since recent padlocking of Castle 
Farm and Ear! Fuller’s Garden, the 
Gibson and Netherland Plaza hotels 
have operated the only nite clubs in 
this county, although there are @ 
couple in nearby Kentucky spots. 





ARNHEIM IN N. 0. 


New Orleans, Dec. 14. 
Gus Arnheim's orchestra is at the 
Club Forest along with a floor show 
consisting of Ann Greenway, John 
and Hilda Murray, Johnny Flliott 





Mary, Lee and George McQueen. 


Showboat Cafe, Toledo 


of opening nighterg 
three 
Lou Greiner 


Chet Marks, will reopen the Showe. 
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Publishers Reject 


All Composers 


Demands, with Plenty of Answers 





In the formal reply of the pub- 
yishers to the Songwriters’ Pro- 
tective Association in answer to de- 
mands in the basic 
agreement, every demand made by 
the writers was rejected by the 
yblishers. The answer was handed 
to the S. P. A. Thursday (10) as 
was reported likely in ‘Variety.’ 
Publishers are sending a copy of 
their reply to each member of the 

P. A. 

The highlights of the publishers’ 
reply and rejections are that they 
reject a minimum basic agreement, 
but favor a uniform or standard 
contract between publisher and 
songwriter. In regard to this, it is 
stated in the answer that the pub- 
lishers feel the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
is the proper organization to work 
out a standard form of agreement. 

In regard to the closed shop de- 
mand by the S. P. A. to effect that 
any publisher accepting a song from 
a writer who is a non-member of 
the S. P. A. shall be blacklisted by 
the members, the publishers declare 
that they intend to publish what- 
ever songs, and from anyone, that 
they desire. 

Demand of the S. P. A. that it be 

permitted to examine the books of 
the publishers for credit purposes, 
to insure payment of royalties, is 
declared by the publishers to be 
both ‘sinister and insulting.’ They 
(publishers) state they are anxious 
to pay all just obligations and not 
be in default of royalties to any 
songwriters, whether a member of 
the S. P. A. or not. They are will- 
ing to have the American Society 
amend its by-laws to have jurisdik- 
tion in this matter. They further 
contend the proposal would givé all 
Business secrets away, as there are 
many songwriter members of the 
8. P. A. who are also publishers 
and that therefore the business of 
each publisher would be brought 
into the open. 


Copyright Control 


In regard to the 8S. P. A.’s demand 
for writer-control of copyrights, 
which raised such a furore among 
the publishers when first reported, 
the publishers answered that the 
proposal will not work. They de- 
clare it is ill considered and that it 
would make the music publishing 
business impossible, unprofitable 
and impracticable. Also that it 
would affect the commercial credit 
and the bank standings of the pub- 
lishers and would furthermore dis- 
able them from raising the capital 
necessary to conduct their business 
in all its phases. 

It is also stated in the publishers’ 
answer that after Jan. 1, 1936, when 
membership with the American So- 
ciety expires, all necessary rights 
to a song would be vested in the 
S. P. A. under its proposals in the 
minimum basic agreement. This, it 
is stated, would virtually give the 
8. P. A. control of the American So- 
ciety insofar as the catalog of num- 
bers published after the basic min- 
imum contract becomes operative. 

Publishers also declare the song- 
writers want the publishers to treat 
ali songwriters alike, yet the S. P. 
A. itself discriminates among its 
members. This it does, it is alleged, 
by having arranged various classes 
for its members, such as A, B, C, 
D with its Class A members holding 
more votes (5) than any of the 


minimum 





other classes and the last class hay- 
ing only one vote. 

Writers’ proposal that they re- 
ceive a minimum royalty guarantee, 
sent in their minimum basic agree- 
ment as 2c for the first 50,000 
copies and sliding upward to &c if 
over 1,000,000 copies are sold, is 
dismissed by the publishers with 
the statement that the writers have 
nothing to lose in proposing this. 
They don’t have to worry about a 
publisher’s overhead, exploiting ex- 


penses and the general expenses 
that beset publishers, the answer 
states, 


An ‘Outrage’ 

In rejecting the S. P. A.’s proposal 
that its members be guaranteed at 
least $100 a year on each song for 
the life of the copyright, 28 years, 


the publishers label it as an ‘out- 
rage.’ 

Publishers further state the S&S. 
P. A. seeks absolute control of all 


the small rights so that it may be 
able to oppose the American Society 
and set up another society. The 
publishers say they will not enter 
into any agreement which will take 
these rights away from them. 
Demand of thie S. P. A. for control 
of ERPI rights and that it enter 
into all ERPI contracts instead of 
the publishers, stating it will give 
the publishers 50% of the ERPI 
money it collects, is called ‘unfair’ 
by the publishers. Latter declare 
that were they to submit to this, 
they would be at the complete 
mercy of the 8S. P. A. Publishers 
state the S. P. A. has exacted for 


itself the ERPI rights from its 
members unfairly. 

Publishers close their answer 
with: 


‘It must be manifest to anyone 
who has the slightest notion of the 
publishing business that no one can 
safely conduct a business on such 
uncertain basis as set out in the 
minimum basic agreement. For the 
manifold reasons stated in the 
above, the contract submitted must 
be, and accordingly is, rejected.’ 

A meeting of the executive coun- 
cil of the S. P. A. has been called for 
Wednesday (16) to discuss the pub- 
lishers’ refusal to agree to thé pro- 
posed minimum basic agreement, 


DAVIS GOT $26,000; 
COOTS WANTS SAME 


Benny Davis has sold out his 





16%% interest in Davis, Coots 
& Engel to Radio Music, holding 
corporation, Latter paid Davis 


$26,000 for his interest. 

Reported that J. Fred Coots, also 
holding a similar interest in D., C. 
& E., is negotiating with Radio 
Music for the same terms. 

Davis, Coots & Engel was started 
in September, 1929, by Coots, Harry 
Engel and Davis, each hoiding an 


equal interest. In January, 1930, 
Radio Music bought 51%, leaving 


the original trio each holding one- 
third of the remainder. 

Davis is reported to have sold his 
interest through a mutual under- 
standing with Radio Music. D., C. 
& E. couldn’t use all the songs 
Davis and Coots wrote and about 
eight months ago permitted both 
writers to sell their songs to other 
publishers. Harry Engel, gen. mgr. 
of D., C. & E. and a vice-president 
of Radio Music, later declared that 
it aroused too much talk in the 
industry and cast discredit on the 
firm, so the privilege of both writers 
to write outside was recently re- 
voked. 

Harry 
only member 
financial interest. 
will not be altered. 

Coots, if he sells his interest, in- 
tends to produce a musical comedy 
with Eddie Dowling, authored by 
them. Coots has also placed him- 
self under the management of Jim- 
my Gillespie for radio. 


Engel remains as the 
in the firm with a 
Name of the firm 





Leon Hererford’s orchestra re- 
placed the Edith Turnham combo 
at the Club Alabam, Los Angeles. 








Mt. Bards Rebel 





Hollywood, Dec. 14, 
Disgruntled members of the 
Rocky Mountain Song Writers’ 
Protective Assn., in the ab- 
sence east of Dictator Willie 
Raskin, attempted to hold a 
meeting to depose Willie. 
Move fell through when one 
smart member declared that 
they must have a quorum and 
none of the others knew where 
to borrow one, 

Charge against Raskin was 
that he was disqualified from 
holding office since his poet’s 
license had been revoked. 














J. C. ROSENTHAL DIES; 
GEN. MGR. OF AM. SOC. 


Julius C. Rosenthal, 47, general 
manager of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, died at his home, 15 West 8ist 
street, New York City, at 7.30 a.m., 
Sunday (13). 

For the past two weeks Mr. Ro- 
senthal was confined to his bed 
with heart trouble, kidney disease 
and other bodily ills. During the 
past year Mr. Rosenthal had fre- 
quently been afflicted. 

He was ordered to rest out of 
the city the past summer and spent 
a few weeks at the William Morris 
Cottage at Saranac Lake, New 
York. He appeared fairly recov- 
ered on his return in September. 

Mr. Rosenthal was associated 
with the American Society for over 
16 years. He joined it in 1915, one 
year after it was formed, at a sal- 
ary of $25 per week. The American 
Society credits Mr. Rosenthal with 
installing the business method un- 
der which it now operates. At the 
time of his death, Mr: Rosenthal 
held a five-year contract as gen- 
eral manager of the society, which 
had still four years to run. His 
contract was renewed every five 
years. 

Deceased was born in Elmira, N. 
Y. He was a gradua‘e of Cornell 
University and the New York Law 
School. He was associated with 
Nathan Burkan, attorney, for a 
short time previous to his stepping 
into the society. 

Mr. Rosenthal is survived by his 
wife, Mrs. Mattie Rosenthal, and 
three children; his mother, Mrs. 
Rebecca Rosenthal, three brothers, 
Alexander Sidney, Max E.,, and 
Abraham, and four sisters, Mrs. 
Jane Barlow, of Buffalo, Mrs. Hat- 
tie Newman, of Detroit, and Mrs. 
Minver Minerva Michaelson, and 
Mrs. Annabelle Friedman, both of 
New York City. 

Funeral services will be held at 
10 this morning (Tuesday) at the 
Temple Emanu-El, New York City. 
Interment at the Cyprus Hill Cem- 
etery, Long Island, 


VICTOR SEEKS ROYALTY 
SLICE FOR LONG DISCS 


Victor has completed plans for 
marketing its long running discs on 
as large a scale as ordinary records, 
and, in accordance, will shortly put 
three new machines on the market 
which will be able to handle these 
discs. It has also requested the 
publishers to cut their royalties. 

The long running discs play about 
1242 minutes and usually consist of 
six songs. Currently, Victor's roy- 
alty to the publishers is at the 
statutory rate of 2c. per song used. 








On these grounds Victor is paying 4 


the publishers 12c. in royalties on 
each long time disc. This it wants 
cut down according to a percentage 
of the sales price, which varies be- 
tween $1.50 and $2 per disc retail. 

Victor proposes a sliding scale, 
starting at the customary 2c. per 
75e. retail price and increasing ac- 
cording to the retail price of the 
disc. Publishers will hold a meet- 
ing late this week to decide on the 
matter. 

Victor is currently planning a 
radio campaign to advertise its 
weekly releases by means of radio 
discs. Its proposal to the dealers to 


| push these records is for the dealer 


By Bob 


Disc Reviews 


Landry 





Chicago, Dec. 10. 
Sylvia Froos 
(Victor 22846) Brand new Sylvia 
Froos debuts on Victor platters with 
“You Didn’t Know the Music’ and ‘A 
Faded Summer Love.’ She carries 
the confident expectations of her 
employers that they have a possible 
favorite in her. 
It’s a nice voice—sweet and with 
tonal modulations that can breathe 
feeling into melody. Victor may be 
right Not that anyone can guess 
100% before the votes start pouring 
in, 
Eddie South 

(Victor 22847) New, also, is this 
colored violinist, now making five 
men sound like an orchestra at the 
Club Rubaiyat, Chicago. He spent 
several years in Vienna and Buda- 
pest. Over there he seems to have 
flowered as a musician with a feel- 
ing for hidden nuances in jazz. He 
is capable ef a wide range of versa- 
tility all the way from sawdust 
hotcha to ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 


‘Marcheta’ and ‘Hejre Kati’ are 
representative samples of what 
South can do. And that suggests 
he won’t remain indefinitely in a 


Chicago hideaway. Bill Rothstein, 
who controls the orchestra, will find 
other outlets. 
Ben Selvin 
(Columbia 2554) ‘Charlie Cadet,’ 
one thought and one strain repeated 
interminably, elevated to the status 
of a march by the peppy tempo that 
makes up for its poverty otherwise. 
‘Little Mary Brown’ backs. Asa 
constant recorder Selvin*can carry 
a release like this to better than 
average results, perhaps. And there 
is some advantage in its liveliness. 
Cloverdale 
(Okeh 41523) Okeh has three or 
four dance labels that are used and 


reused. Nobody knows who may be 
hiding behind ’em. ‘Good Night 
Sweetheart’ and ‘Who Am I have 


the not unworthy point of being 
straightforward orchestrations as 
here rendered, and well adapted for 
the needs of dancers. 


Paul Whiteman 

(Victor 22828) Back to his old love 
comes the jazz king. This is pre- 
sumably one of a deluge of releases, 
as the ink on the contract had hard- 
ly dried before they started melting 
a mess of wax. Whiteman's name 
carries his recordings, although 
quite often his disc efforts disap- 
point those who are staunch adher- 
ents of his organization. 
‘Can't You See’ in particular was 
a let-down. It is not improbable 
that the wax doesn’t ‘get’ everything 


Whiteman ‘gives.’ Or, again, a num- 
ber of vague melody always leaves 
the average person in a state of ex- 


pectancy. Expecting the melody. to 
start; instead it ends. 

‘When It’s Sleepy Time Down 
South’ is more of a standard with 


Whiteman. 
Mildred Bailey 
refraining. 


And a good chance for 
to do some vocal 


Russ Columbo 


(Victor 22801) They sell so fast, 
these Columbo discs, that the music 
stores are lulled into a beautiful 
day-dream that it’s still old times, 


‘I Don’t Know Why’ sighs the moon- 
struck baritone, and he echoes him- 
self with a tremuluos ‘Guilty.’ 
Carson Robinson-Frank Luther 
(Columbia 2550) ‘When You're 
Alone’ is not typical, but ‘Silvery 
Arizona Moon’ is. Therein the ad- 
dicts will have their appetite ap- 


peased. It’s diluted hillbilly, with 
guitar and xylophones to noisily 
twang out the simple cadences as 


the boys harmonize sweetly over the 
obvious lyaics. 
Fletcher Henderson 

(Columbia 2559) ‘Blues in My 
Heart’ and ‘Sugar’ both are wah- 
wah, but rendered in this case with 
less scrunching and yippering than 
seems to be the ideal for lovers of 
this sort of syncopated hullabaloo. 
Meaning non-addicts will like it 


better. 
Cole McElroy 

(Victor 22850) Mechanicals really 
should introduce their bandsmen 
nowadays. Phonophiles must feel 
like strangers amidst all the new- 
comers from nowhere. Maybe they’d 
like to know who’s who and since 


when, 
‘Just a Gigolette’ and ‘Cupid’s 
Holiday’ is no hot assignment for 


any new band trying to captivate an 
indifferent public. In simpler words, 
it’s not likely to be a seller. 
Victor Salon 

(Victor 22848) Filtered through 
the classical] department, ‘Dancing 
in the Dark’ and ‘Star Dust’ emerge 
unrecognizably as sentimentalized 
candidates for standagd embalming. 


Most ordinary folks will take 
theirs straight. 
Leo Reisman 
(Victor 22836) In pretty small 
type, considering what they mean 


around New York (if nowhere else), 
Fred and Sister Astaire do the inci- 
dental vocalizing on this release, It's 
‘Hoops’ and ‘White Heat’ from ‘The 
Band Wagon.’ 

It would seem that New York 
right now is the logical market, 
since the show has played no place 
else. 








or dealers to arrange for the radio 
time with Victor to supply the radio 
discs gratis. Victor will alsé pay 
half of the dealer’s radio time costs. 

On the radio discs Victor will use 
excerpts from the songs on its latest 
long running discs. It is request- 
ing the publishers to eliminate the 
radie disc tax for its radio advertis- 
ing campaign. This the publishers 
also will decide on later. 





Sherman at Via Lago 
Chicago, Dec. 14, 


Maurie Sherman goes into the 
Via Lago with his orchestra tomor- 
row (15). Mover over from the 
Golden Pumpkin. 

Don Pedro outfit replacing Clyde 
McCoy band at the Hotel Morrison's 
Terrace Garden. 


Lewis Lone Pathe Music 
Rep Moving to Radio 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 

Henry Lewis, contracted Pathe 
composer, is the only member of 
that music department joining the 
staff move to the Radio lot. 

Arthur Lange and Ernie Klapholz. 
of the Pathe music end, are not un- 
der contract, and Max Steiner. 
Radio’s melody chief, recently ad- 
justed his agreement. 


Weems on ‘Ronlette ‘Wheel’ 


Ted Weems’ orchestra leaves the 
Trianon Ballroom, Chicago, about 
Feb. 12 to play five weeks at the 
Forrest Club, New Orleans. 

At the end of that engagement 
Weems returns to the Trianon. 
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(Continued from page 4) 


a receivership suit, and in this in- 
stance it is Boyd’s, be pending. 

Approval of the plan is calculated 
to have a reassuring effect on the 
RKO personnel, east and west. Joe 
Schnitzer continues as president of 
Radio Pictures, but actual produc- 
tion is in the supervising hands 
of David Selznick. Schnitzer will 
be the Radio head on the coast, 
from a business angle. Lee Mar- 
cus is in charge of RKO pictures 
in the east, both under Hiram 5S. 
Brown. 

Mrs. Kohl’s Demands 


Mrs. Caroline E. Kohl, Chicago 
stockholder and principal opposi- 
tion to the management’s plan, may 
be accorded a seat on the company 
board, or maybe two reps. That 
depends upon confabs that may be 
held between her reps and RKO 


and RCA heads this week. Mrs. 
Kohl is understood through in- 
timate sources to desire a voice 


in the actual management of RKO. 

Mrs. Kohl is one of the biggest 
individual stockholders. At the 
meeting she was represented by 
Morton Fisher, Baltimore lawyer, 
correspondent for Mrs. Kohl's Chi- 
cago lawyers, Schein & Beckwith. 
Fisher represented something like 
104,488 shares proxied to Mrs. Kohl 
for voting purposes. These were 
admitted to be shares held by some 
1,100 stockholders including Mrs. 
Kohl's. 

It may or may not be significant 
that neither J. Cookman Boyd nor 
his son, Junior, showed up at the 
final session of the meeting. This 
was held at 7:30 Saturday night. It 
finally adjourned at about 9:30. 
Prior to this session young Boyd 
made an appearance on several oc- 
casions when the meetings were be- 
ing recessed. At the opening ses- 
sion Thursday (10) at 11 a. m., the 
senior Boyd delivered a lengthy ad- 
dress on what he called RKO evils. 

That opening session was the 
most stirring. The sudden finish of 
the three-day meeting Saturday 
with Brown presiding had its thrill, 
too. Brown showed for the first 
time since the meeting was called. 
Only the calm and deliberate voice 
of Attorney Fisher was heard in 
technical opposition to the proceed- 
ings. 

Where the opening session was 
marked by frequent outbursts from 
stockholders present—they num- 
bered around 30—the final session 
was orderly and’conventionai. Boyd 
did most of the insurging at the 
opening session. B. B. Kahane, v.p. 
and general counsel fos: RKO, pre- 
sided then. With him as manage- 
ment adviser was Leonard Adkins, 
downtown attorney. 

Smooth 

Inside circles credit the Adkins 
ability besides Kahane with the 
smooth running of the final session. 
Moves were <: definitely made as a 
chessplayer. Everything was set 
and those who could know were 
aware that a vote was finally com- 
ing. Altogether in view of the 
frenzied campaign for proxies that 
had been going on for about four 
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weeks, the really tense moment had 
arrived. 

Up to that time the participating 
interests themselves were in doubt 
as to the outcome. Curious and un- 


usually coincidental acts were 
transpiring which only insiders 
appreciate and which made the 
meeting if anything melodramatic 
towards the close, 

There was the sudden appear- 


ance of Mrs. Kohl's representative 
with proxies for more than 100,000 
shares; the instance where the 
original RKO checkers had fumbled 
in their New York count to the tune 
of some heavy thousands, making 
their own number unwittingly look 
bigger than it really was; the al- 
most constant inflow of proxies 
from distant points; the continu- 
ous arrival of workers from the 
RKO camp and last but not least, 
the discovery of some 76,000 un- 
checked proxies hidden away in an 
office file in the RKO home office 
in New York. 

Before all this, which transpired 
in three days, there was the can- 
vassing of brokers and downtown 
New York financial houses for 
‘floating’ shares until 650,000 proxies 
were brought in on time to be voted 
for the management's plan. 

In the meantime the only spot 
that was breaking with any kind of 
constructive newspaper space on 
the management plan came by way 
of Washington. How much that 
helped to relieve the Baltimore ten- 
sion where some 200 or more stock- 
holders reside is anybody’s guess, 


Damaging Comment 


t’s inside comment of the indus- 
try and the Wall Street sector on 
the strange newspaper campaign 
that was conducted by the manage- 
ment in its campaign. Brown, him- 
self, spoke of some such adverse 
effect at the Saturday night session. 
He stated that talk of receivership 
and other things was particularly 
damaging to RKO’s business, on the 
picture end anyway, but he said it 
might even reach to the attendance 
and b.o. figures. He mentioned the 
trade papers. 

He cited this psychological effect 
on RKO business as one of the rea- 
sons for calling an immediate vote. 
That made it look obvious that the 
management wasn’t chancing over 
the weekend probabilities even if 
it meant only one day and that a 
Sunday. 

The continuous recessing was due 
to the need for checking the incom- 
ing proxies, besides Mrs. Kohl’s and 
the unusual incidents mentioned in 
connection * ‘ith assembling the 
proxies. Checkers worked all day 
and right Friday cleaning up the 
task. 

The rub came when the manage- 
ment on Wednesday through an in- 
advertent count figured on a 
healthy lead of some 100,000 shares 
or more for its side, only to dis- 
cover a mistake in its own count 
which brought it down to a scant 
majorit: of 4,000, and insufficient in 
the face of Mrs. Kohl’s proxied rep- 
resentation. 

Shifting Count 

Something like 59,510 of the man- 
agement’s proxies were found to be 
superseded by Mrs. Kohl's. Only 
7,429 of the latter’s were disallowed. 
That’s where the sudden discovery 
of the additional 76,000 proxies filed 
away over a ‘wweek ago in the RKO 
home offices for safe keeping by 
some office mind, came to the rescue. 
The batch had been entirely for- 
gotten until accidentally found 
again. 

Other matters that came up were 
routine. Approval of the action of 
the board as of last meeting, Nov. 5, 
was voted, 

One of the side angles of the 
meeting was ihe very lack of in- 
terest shown by the press in the 
proceedings Saturday night. Looked 
like even the press had been worn 
out by the persi.tent adjournments. 
From around 30 or more stock- 
holders who showed at the start 
only around ;ix were at the finish. 

Brown discussed vain attempts to 
confer with Mrs. Kohl and her reps, 
mentioning scmething about a 
meeting arranged with himself, 
Sarnoff and Mrs. Kohl's lawyers in 
New York through a certain di- 
rector, but that Mrs. Kohl's lawyers 
failed to show once. The director 
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compar.y’s legal staff, and secretary 
of the company, assisted Brown and 
Kahane in addition to Leonard 
Adkins. Altogether and _ before 
everything was over practically the 
entire home office legal staff except 
for Lawyer Walker was present. 

The meeting was held in the Bal- 
timore offices of RKO and in the 
offices of the law firm of Emory, 
Beewukes, Skeen & Oppenheimer, 
in the First National Bank Building. 
Most of the stockholders’ interest 
outside of the RCA angle in the 
deal was concentrated on why the 
$6 debenture certificates to which 
they must subscribe to hold to the 
full stock value could not be sep- 
arated from the additional three- 
quarters share stock which will not 
be made available for voting pur- 
poses until three years after the 
plan goes into effect or something 
like that. . 

This was answered that the com- 
pany might release these partial 
shares or certificates at any time 
when and if it was deemed expedi-. 
ent to do so, 


Easing Up Payments 

One thing which the plan achieves 
is to lessen the pressure of the 
Chemical’s $6,000,000 loan payments 
on RKO. But for the plan RKO 
would have had to pay over $1,000,- 
000 Jan. 1 to Chemical and C. I. T. 
An agreement had been previously 
reached whereby C.I.T. agreed to 
permit RKO to pay off in monthly 
installments rather than quarterly 
or bigger payments. 

Facts revealed at the meeting was 
that RKO’s income shrank some 
35% since Sept. 1, this year. That’s 
how the jam came. it is said. When 
budgets were fixed a drop in in- 
come was expected, but not to ex- 
ceed 20%, as compared with last 
year, 

Total net worth assets of RKO 
were given as $57,000,000, around 
75% of which is pledged to Chemical 
and C.1.T. for the $6,000,000 loaned. 
That collateral end includes liens 
on the capital stock of Radio Pic- 
tures, RKO-Pathe and their studios. 
Also on certain picture negatives. 
Altogether this collateral indentured 
amounts to between $30,000,000 and 
$40,000,000. 

Capital stock of RKO Theatres 
and its subsids has been preserved. 
In case of defaulted payments 
Chemical can call for that stock ad- 
ditionally for collateral. 

RCA Deal 

RKO’s affiliation with RCA was 
also explained. This is by a system 
of contracts entered into some three 
years or so ago when RKO took 
over FBO and needed sound re- 
cording and reproducing equipment 
for theatres and studios respect- 
ively. At that time RKO received 
a preferential equipment contract 
from RCA for a term of 15 years. 

RKO additionally received the 
right to use the term ‘Radio’ as 
part of its subsidiary names or 
company identifications. Also, a 
contract to jointly develop the pub- 
lic electrical field in the entertain- 
ment direction or something besides 
a free hour over NBC for broad- 
casting purposes, This hour, it was 
explained has been cut to a half- 
hour voluntarily by RKO, It’s on 
Fridays. 

It was also indicated that the total 
RCA share interest in RKO 
amounted to 9% of the company’s 
capital stock. 





Kornbite Resumes 


Cortland, N. Y., Dec. 14, 

Ned Kornbite, pioneer Bingham- 
ton exhibitor, who retired a year 
ago when he disposed of his hold- 
ings to the Comerford interests of 
Scranton, tossed his hat back in 
the ring with the purchase here last 
week of the Temple and Cortland 
theatres from the Bloom Amuse- 
ment Co., controlled by Myron 
Bloom of Syracuse. 

Theatres, located opposite each 
other, are opposition to the new 
Schine house which opened less 
than a year ago. Kornbite pians to 
renovate both sites. 

Arthur E. Worden, who handled 
both theatres for Bloom, will be 
resident manager for Kornbite. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 34) 


Raynor Lehr Co 
The Andressens 
‘Teddy the Bear’ 
Cropiey & Violet 
Carla Torney Girls 
ANE 





‘Fine Feathers’ I 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emilie & Romaine 
Arthur La Fleur 





Fox 
ist half (7-18) Sunkist Ens 





Allan & Canfield 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Limb’ri’'gs Edwards 
Duke Art Co 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 
SP’GER’ELD, MASS. 
Fox Poli (18) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 


Sunkist Ens 

ST. LOUIS 

Fox (18) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’s Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 


Clifton & Brent 

Dolly Kramer 

Rose Glesby 

Marie LeFlohic 

Margaret A Head 

Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (18) 

‘Cozy Corner’ I 

Ruth Roland 

A & S LaMonte 

Rector & Doreen 

3 Jays & F Rogers 

W’'SHINGT’N, D.C. 

Fox (18) 

‘Roxy Theatre’ I 

W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 
Palace (18) 

‘Hot Java’ I 

Jim McDonald 

Armanda Chirot 

Noree 

Vincent Yerro 

3 Samuels Bros 





Sunkist Ens 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH, N. J. 
Ritz 


1st half (19-22) 
Loret & Beret 
3 Gobs 
Steve Savage 
Bobby Henshaw 
Campus Frolics 
2a half (23-24) 
Bobby Gillette 
Billy Beard 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (16-18) 
3 Streaks 
Trixie Friganza 
Harlem Scandals 
(Two to fill) 


ELMIRA, N. Y. 
Keeney 
2d half (24-26) 
Palmero’s Dogs 
G Beatty 
Russian Revels 
(One to fill) 
2a half (17-18) 
Marty &: Nancy 
Chase & LaTour 
Hill & Hoffman 
C Balcom Co 
ERIE, PA. 
ist half (20-23) 
Lohoe & Sterling 
Russian Revels 
Bob Albright 
Gruber’s Oddities 
2d half (24-26) 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Y'gst'’rs of Y'st’rd'd 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (17-19) 
Sunshine Sammy 
Barbier Simms Co 
Freda & Palace 
Naro Lockford Co 
HOBOKEN 
Fabian 
Ist half (19-22) 
Bobby Folsom 
Harlem Scandals 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (23-24) 
Campus Frolics U 
2d half (16-18) 
D & E Barstow 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Nat Renard Co 
J & K Lee 
Honey Tr 
JAM’STOWN, N.Y. 


Palace 
2d half (24-26) 
Naro Lockford Co 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (17-18) 
Bento Bros 
Geo Beatty 





Russian Revels 
L’WRN’CE, MASS. 
Warner 
2d half (23-25) 
P Daly Co 
(Others to fill) 
N’W BRITAIN, CT. 
Strand 

2d half (23-25) 
Hickey Bros 
Boyle & Della 
(Three to fill) 

2d haif (17-18) 
3 Blue Steppers 
Opera vs Jazz 


C Nfxon Co 

Clyde Hager 

Jimmy Lucas 

N’W LONDON, CT. 
Garde 


2d half (24-25) 
Bobby Henshaw 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (17-18) 
Danny Small Co 
Pat Daly 
Baby Rosemarie 

SHARON, PA. 
Columbia (19 only) 
Gruber'’s Oddities 

(12) 
Jimmy Evans 
Geo Beatty 
Tiny Town Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (19) 
M Wilkins Co 
Loma Worth 
Bobby Pincus 
Trixie Friganza 
(12) 
Chaney & Fox 
J & J McKenna 
Britt Wood 
Sue Carol & Stuart 

WATERBURY 

Strand (19-20) 
Bison City 4 
Teddy Joyce Co 
Joe Phillips Co 
(Three to fill) 

(12-13) 
3 Blue Steppers 
Casper & O'Neil 
Opera vs Jazz 
Bob Carney & Jean 
Count Bernivici Co 
WHEELING 


23-24) 
Lohse & Sterling 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (17-18) 
Schwartz & Clifford 
Dave Vine 
Corney & Jean 
Lois Torres Co 





London 








Week Dec. 14 


ASTORIA 
Brixton 
Herschel Henlere 
Finsbury Park 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Old Kent Road 

15 Romanos 
Streatham 
Payne & Hilliard 
Les Silvas 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
‘Pell Mell’ 





Plaza Tiller Co 
Helen Howell 3 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
‘Jewel Bracelet’ 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
Anna Rogers 
Tex McLeod 
Billy Rey 
De Suter Bros 
Blaney Farrar 
Tucker 








Provincial 








GLASGOW 
Empire 
G H Elliott 
Carr Lynn 
Chester’s Dogs 


Heltonas 
Mile Levanda 
George Betton 





NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Alfredo Vagabonds 

4 Phillips 

Scott Sanders 
Fred Dulpitt 
Bud Richie 
Claude Lester 
Vera Rudd 
Highsmith & W 








Cabaret Bills | 





NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts 


Louise De Lara 
Beaux Arts 6 


Central P’rk Casino 
Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 


Fats Waller Bd 

Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Boby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 

Paul Meeres 

Snakehips Tucker 

Lois Deppe 

Hal Bokay 

3 Sepia Songbirds 

3 Rhythm Kings 
Cotton Club 

Cab Calloway 

Leitha Hill 

Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M'rd’cat & T 

Bailey & Wilson 

Bernice Short 

Elmer Turner 





Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 


El Chico 


Manuel Gomez Bd 
Carmencita Salazar 
Spavento 

Trio Crillos 

Brito Br’'vo C’nsino 


H’llyw’d Restaur’nt 

Maria Gamberelli 

Reri 

Frank Hazard 

Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 

Al Katz Orch 

Janssen Hofbrau 

Nat Nazarro Sr 

Ramo & Ruth 

Karee Mooney & N 

Wynne Ralph 

Marty Beck Orch 
Little Club 

Jack Osterman 

Danny Yates Orch 
Nat Club 

LaBelle Rose 

Nutsy Fagan 

Eton Boys 

Jean Goodner 

Al Parker 

Radio Romeos 


Gakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Parker & Babb 
Atta Winston 
Frances Mildren 
Mack Owens Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Gertrude Nieson 
Jimmy Ray 
Julie Jenner 
3 Demons 
Jeck & Betsy Reece 


Eddie Ashman Or 


Russian Arts 
Misha Markoff 
Sascha Leonoft 
Gypsy Markoff 
Paul Haakon 
Balalaika Bd 


Village Barna 
Riley & Comfort 
Forman Sis 
Barney Grant 
Pa & Ma Grant 


Snooks Rambiers Holly wood Horse 
Clab Plaza fosh Medde 

Josephine Earl Warren Homie r 

tay Hart Dave Abrams Orch 


Patsy Shaw 


Vils 
Diana Dearing a 


Ev'l'n Nesbit Thaw 


Volmer Sis Ernie Gole 
Ruth Kidd Lou Renrmeacenagg 
CHICAGO 

Ambassadeurs Mack’s Club 

Effie Burton Lou Blake 

Edna Mae Morris Meyers & Wagner 

Vaughn Sis Keith Beecher Or 

Freddie Villiania Paramount Club 

Al Handler Orch Harry Glyn 
Blackhawk 


De Carlos & Louise 
Peggy Moore 
Mary Baxter 
4 Horsemen Orch 
Planet Mars 
Burke Sis 
Richard Lane 
Ralph Cook 
Laurette Adams 
Ann Peters 
Texas Guinan 


Doris Robbins 

Herbie Kay Orch 
Club Alabam 

Gypsy Lenore 

Germaine LaPierre 

Sadie Moore 

Mary Thorne 

Edna Mae 

Henry Mack 

Anton Lada Orch 


College Inn Irving Sewitt Orcty 
Blanche & Elliot Rubaiyat 
Vivian Janis Bernice St John 
Pat Kennedy Dottie Dale 
Merriel Abbott 4 Johnny Lee 
Ben Bernie Orch Jane Angel 

Congress Hotel Patricia O‘Flarety 


La T’va & Beauv'le 


Harry Linden 
Virginia Cooper 


Eddie South Orch 


Carolyn La Rue Vanity Fair 
Paul Specht Orch Sammy Walsh 

Frolics Dolly Sterling 
Fuzzy Knight Estelle Fratus 
N & A Selby Nelle Nelson 


Kirby & DeGage 
Rita White 
Charlie Agnew Or 
Golden Pumpkin 
Al Reynolds 
Marjorie & Marie 
Eddie Neibaur Or 


Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 
Rome & Dunn 
J & E Torrence 
Nan Blackstone 
Allison & Fields 








Columbia Wheel 





° Weeks Dec. 14 and 21 

Bare Facts—Hudson, Unton City; 21, Gaye 
ety, Brooklyn. 

Big Fun Show—L.O.,; 21, Garrick, St 
Louis. 

Big Rev—Apollo, New York; 21, Central, 
New York. 


Bohemians—Gayety, Buffalo; 21, Plaza, 
Worcester. 
Facts and Figures—Lyric, 


Bridgeport; 2 
Apollo, New York. 


Flapper Follies—L.O,; 21, Hudson, Union 
City 

_ Footlight Flashes—Empire, Newark; 2 
Frivolities—L.O.; 21, Gayety, Buffalo 
Giggles—Howard, Boston; 21, Lyric, 
Bridgeport. 

Girls from the Follies—Route No. 1; 2ly 
Empire, Newark. 

Girls in Blue—Gayety, Brooklyn; 21, 
Trocadero, Philadelphio. 

Hollywood Honeys—Star, Brooklyn; 2L 


Irving Place, New York. 


Pe k Ho Ev erybody—Empress, Cincinnati; 
icuddling Kuties—Trocadero, Philadele 
phia; 21, Gayety, Baltimore. 


London Gayety Girls—Irving Place, 
York; 21, Route No. 1. 
Nite Life in Paris—Central, New York; 
21, Star, Brooklyn. 
Novelties of 1932—Gayety, 
21, Academy, Pittsburgh. 
Playin’ Around—Academy, Pittsburgh; 21, 
Empress, Cincinnati. 

Pleasure Seekers—Garrick, St. 21, 
Star and Garter, Chicago. 
Silk Stocking Rev—Gayety, Baltimore; 21, 
Gayety, Washington. 
Step Lively Girls—Star and Garter, Chie 
cago; 21, Gayety, Detroit. 

Sugar Babies—Gayety, Detroit; 21, L.O. 
Rumba Girls—Plaza, Worcester; 21, Howe 
ard, Boston. 


New 


Washington; 


Louls; 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Bowman Ralph 
Robinson W O 


Rowan Frank 


Salvo Mrs E 
Samuels Maurice _ 
Schoenfeldt Josep 


Courtney Wm 
Deonzo Thelma 
Gilroy Mr 
Grant Violet 
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CHICAGO OFFICE 


Brent John C 


Rogers Wilson 
Clayton Dolores M 
Sandiford Molly 
Elliott Cecil J 


Saunders Leeland 





Furman Phil Walton 


The Leading ‘nd 
Largest 


ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory that 


makes any set of Reeds 
—made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 

277-279 Columbus Ave. 

San Francisco. Cal 
Free Catalogues 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
316 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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W. F. Rafferty, Syracuse, 
" Dies Suddenly Up-State 
+ ~ ~ ‘Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 14, 


Funeral services were held here 
today for William F. Rafferty, pol- 
, lawyer, and theatre. and 
realty developer, who died suddenly 
from pneumonia Dec. 10 after an 
jliness of four days. 

Rafferty became interested in the 
theatre field about 25 years ago, his 
frst venture being the Rex, pioneer 
North Side picture house. Later, he 
jleased the Regent, another large 
neighborhood house. He was one 
of the organizers of the Syracuse 
Strand Company which controlled 
the Strand, first de luxe house up- 
state, and at the time the theatre 
was leased to Warners, was presi- 
dent of the operating concern. 

From time to time he acquired in- 
terest in or contro] of other houses, 
including some out of town. 

Two decades ago Rafferty was a 
dominant factor in Democratic pol- 
itics up-state, so much so that he 
successfully challenged the power 
of the late Charles F. Murphy of 
Tammany Hall. Final victory went 
to Murphy, with Rafferty’s replace- 
ment as Democratic State Com- 
mitteeman by William H. Kelley, 
still in the saddle. 

Survived by his widow, a daugh- 
ter, a brother: and four sisters. 





HARRY G. MELVILLE 


Former Owner of Melville- Reiss 
Shows Dies 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 14. 

Harry G. Melville, 48, until re- 
cently owner of the Melville-Reiss 
shows, died at his home here Dec, 
11. He had been ill for about a 
year. 

A former manufacturer in New 
York, he became manager of the 
Nat Reiss show about 15 years ago. 
On the death of the owner, in 1917, 
he assumed full control, disposing 
of his holdings only recently. 

He is survived by his widow, 
brother, Joseph, and four. sisters, 
Bess and Mae Melville, and’ Mrs. 
Birdie Cole, of New York, and Mrs. 
Otto Weinstein, of Boston. 


AUTO. FUMES FATAL 


August F. Metzger, Veteran Show- 
man, Dies in Car 


Syracuse, Dec. 14. 

August F. Metzger, old time 
showman and former owner of two 
Syracuse nabe theatres, was found 
dead in his car last week by a pass- 
er-by, who noticed the motor run- 
ning and the driver slumped over 
the wheel. He was driving toward 
his home when a crack in the ex- 
haust pipe filled the sedan with car 
bon monoxide. He leaves a widow 
and four children. 





Fichtenberg, Retired 
Exhib, Dies on Coast 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Herman Fichtenberg, 63, one time 
partner of Carl Laemmle when the 
latter was an exhibitor, and later 
owner of a chain of picture houses 
in Texas, Louisiana.and Mississippi, 
died of pneumonia at his home here 
Dec. 6. 

A native of Illinois, Fichtenberg 
went to New Orleans in his youth 
and opened an arcade. Later. he 
turned the arcade into a store show. 
From this beginning he developed 
a chain of 30 louses which he sold 
to the Saenger interests in 1925 to 
come to the: coast, where he re- 


tired. 
He is survived by his widow, 
Mrs. Rosalie Fichtenberg, a sister 


and two brothers. Latter are in the 
east. 





Mex Male Impersonator 





Mexico City, Dee. 10. 

Male impersonator who perpetrat- 
ed for many years a fantastic mas- 
querade here is dead. She was 
Senorita Concepcion Jurado, a little 
old spinster school marm who be- 
came a national character by her 
impersonation of Don Carlos Bal- 
mori, wealthy and eccentric Span- 
iard who cut a wide swath in Mex- 
ico City high society during the 
90's. 

Between classes the gifted school 








A. Wurtzel Dies at 67; 
Four Sons in Pictures 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 


Adolph Wurtzel, 67, died Dec. 10 
at his home in Hollywood of heart 
trouble, 

He is survived by five sons, all 
in the picture business with the 
exception of Henry Wurtzel. Latter 
is a postofficé employee. Sol. and 
Ben Wurtzel are with Fox, Harry 
is an agent and Sam an assistant 
director. 


_ FRANK TALBOT PASSES 


Ran 10c Vaude Show in St. Louis 
20 Years Ago 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Frank Talbot, 58, died in Ameri- 
can hospital, here,’ Dec. 12, from 
heart disease. He was an outdoor 
concessionaire but ran a 10c vaude- 
Ville house in St. Louis about 20 
years ago, known as Talbot’s Hip- 
podrome. 

After cremation ashes will be 
sent for burial in family cemetery 
at Denver. 

Two brothers, non-pro, survive. 











Sam Cunningham 


Sam Cunningham, 53, theatrical 
manager, died in New York Dec. 10 
following an operation for gall- 
stones. 

He is survived by his widow, Lil- 
lian Cunningham, former actress. 

Mr. Cunningham was along Broad- 
Way only a few days before the 
operation but had been complaining 
of ill health for a month. He had 
managed shows and theatres for 
many years. For five years he was 
co. manager of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
and managed the Arlington theatre, 
Boston, for Anne Nichols during 
‘Abie’s’ two years’ run there. 

His last show connection was 
With ‘Children of Destiny.’ In recent 
years he had been living in New 
York and operating on the stock 
market. 

The body was cremated at Fresh 
Pond cemetery. 


IN MEMORY 
OF MY WIFE, PARTNER 


ND PAL— 


NELL 


Who Passed on Dec. 18, 


ROY 


1930 


mistress donned male garb and oth- 
erwise madé herself up like the 
Don and added to the merriment of 
parties given by prominent folk. 
Her funeral was one of the largest 
ever held in these parts. She left 
an estate valued at 45 centavos 
(about 20 cents). © 


Jack Anderson 


Birmingham, Dec, 14. 
Jack Anderson, 64, veteran cir- 
cus acrobat, was found dead at 
Refuge, Miss., last week following 
a stroke of apoplexy. 
His body was found on the side 
of the Mississippi River. 








J. A. NORRIS DIES IN FLA. 


Canton, O., Dec. 14. 

James A. Norris, 73, formerly ac- 
tive in theatricals in Ohio valley, 
was buried at Wellsville, O., last 
week. Body was brought here from 
Mt. Dora, Fla. 

Morris was formerly manager of 
the Grand theatre, East Liverpool, 
and quit the business when that 
house was closed. Death came sud- 
denly December 3 at his Florida 
home. He is survived by his wid- 
ow, a son, daughter and brother. 


SHOWBOAT TROUPER DEAD 


Syracuse, Dec: 14. 

John Hahn, 63, old time showboat 
trouper, died in the Crouse-Irving 
Hospital here last week. He had 
been a patient since Oct. 17. 

He was a veteran of the Spanish- 
American war and a member of the 
local musicians’ union. He leaves 
no immediate family. 








Hope Hampton’s Mother Dies 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 
Mrs. Harry C. Kennedy, mother 


of Hope Hampton, opera singer and 
former picture star, died here Dec. 
7 following a short illness. 

Miss Hamption was called here 
from New York when her mother’s 
condition became serious. 





The wife of Leo Newman, Broad- 
way theatre ticket broker, died at 


her home on Riverside Drive Dec. 
12 after a lingering illness. Mrs. 


Newman was from a prominent New 
York family. She was a cousin of 
the late W. C. Whitney, father of 
Harry and Payne Whitney. The 
Newmans had been married 25 years. 





The wife of Richard J. Kearney 
(Feiber & Shea), died in St. Luke’s 
Hospital, N. Y., of heart trouble 








Jack Thompson Dead; 
Suicide from Despair 


The body of Jack Thompson, 
dancer, 32, who filled a number of 
engagements with Broadway musi- 
cal shows, was identified as that of 
a corpse found in East river Dec. 5. 
Identification was made by means 
of the shoes by detective Frank Mc- 
Conville who through them located 
Jack Bauer, Thompson’s former 
roommate. The identification was 
confirmed by the surgeon who op- 
erated on his right leg for a strained 
tendon sustained in a fall about a 
year ago. 

It prevented him from dancing 
and at a party he gave Nov. 3 he 
announced he was going to kill him- 
self as he was unable to continue 
his stage work, 

No one took him seriously, but 
shortly after he disappeared. When 
his body was taken from the river 
all identification marks had been 
removed from his clothing but his 
imported shoes finally yielded the 
clue. 

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Thompson, of El Paso, Tex.., 
and for a dozen years he was a suc- 
cessful dancer in vaudevilie and 
musical comedies. In ‘50,000 French- 
men’ he danced with Betty Comp- 
ton. He also was seen in ‘Connecti- 
cut Yankee,’ ‘Peggy Ann,’ and ‘Bub- 
bling Over.’ 

The body was taken to Texas for 
interment. 





J. E. DODSON DEAD 


Stage Veteran Succumbs to Pneu- 
monia in New York 


John E. Dodson, 73, died at his 
home in New York Dec. 9 of pneu- 
monia. George M. Cohan was at his 
bedside and delivered the eulogy at 
the funeral services Dec. 11. 
Dodson won his theatrical spurs 
with English companies and was 
brought to this country by the Ken- 
dalls in 1889. He remained here 
following their tour and was a 
character actor with the Empire 
theatre stock and with Mrs. Fiske 
and others. Some years ago he re- 
tired from the stage and devoted 
himself to giving bridge lessons, 
but never lost touch with the the- 
atre. 

He was a member of the Lotus, 
the Lambs and the Players. 





French Composer Dead 


Paris, Dec. 1. 
Mare Delmas, 46, composer, died 
in Paris from congestion of the 
brain. 
He had written several operas, as 
well as other music, and had also 
written several books about music. 





Thomas MacLarnie 


Thomas MacLarnie, 60, died in a 
hospital at Brighton, Mass., Dec. 1. 
He was a life member of the Lambs 
and Equity. 

As a young man MacLarnie’s 
work in amateur theatricals event- 
ually placed him with James 
O’Neill’s ‘Monte Cristo.” He was 
chiefly connected with stock com- 
panies, playing in the old Castle 
Square, Keiths, Elitch’s Gardens, 
Denver, the Proctor stocks in New 
York and other companies. From 
1918 on he was seen in ‘Lightnin’ 
in the original run at the Gaiety, 
New York, and for another three 
years on the road. 





FRED A, BIGELOW 
Fred A. Bigelow, 54, in legit and 
vaude for the past 30 years, died in 
Bellevue Hospital, New York, Dec. 8. 
He was buried Friday (11) in the 
Actors’ Fund plot at Kensico. 





French Dramatist Dead 

Felix Galipaux, 71, dramatist, 
writer and player, died in Paris of 
a heart attack December 8. 

He was the author of about a 
score of plays and well known as 
an actor. At the time of his death 
he was an Officer of public instruc- 
tion. 





MacMurray Dies On Coast 

Frederick MacMurray, 47, concert 
violinist and composer, died sud- 
denly Dec. 10 at his home in San 
Pedro, Cal. 

For the past year MacMurray has 
been under a radio contract to 
KHJ, Los Angeles. 





The father of Lester Henderson 
died at his home in Cleveland, Nov. 








Dec. 10. Interment in Ludlow, Vt. 





29, after a lingering illness. 


Dickering for 101 


Birmingham, Dec. 14. 

Vernon Reaver, for many years 
with Ringling and other circuses as 
treasurer, ana Eddie Beck are dick- 
ering for the 101 Ranch show, now 
in hands of a receiver, according to 
reports, 

They hope to take the show out 
next year as Reaver and Beck’s 101 
Wild West Show. 








Showman’s League Charity 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 
Showmen’s League will try to 
raise enough funds for charity by 
staging a circus and vaudeville 
show at the Coliseum for two weéks 
beginning tonight (14). 
Show is being put on by veteran 
League members, who are also par- 
ticipating in the performance. Pro- 
ceeds will probably be divided 
among sundry charitable organiza- 
tions. Lieut. Gov. Fred E. Sterling 
will be guest of honor opening 
night. 





Hollywood Bulletin 


(Continued from page 6) 


hurry call to take over the staging 
of ‘Flame,’ all-colored drama, being 
produced in N. Y. by Robert Sparks. 
He flew east Thursday (10). 


Seek ‘Stones’ Lead 
Universal seeking male lead for 
‘Cobblestones.’ June Clyde set as 
the girl. 


Roach Stretches Layoff 
Due to holidays, Roach _ studio 
closes Dec. 24-Jan. 4, stretching 
usual week’s layoff after five weeks’ 
work to 10 days. 


Kawahata’s Break 
After dancing locally for several 
years, Fumi Kawahata, 16-year-old 
Japanese girl, goes to the Embassy 
club, Paris, starting Jan. 15. Now 
in New York. Kid was discovered 
by Bern Bernard, local RKO booker. 


Roach’s Cuts 
Following salary cuts of from 15 
to 20% to all non-contract workers 
at Roach studio, readjustments will 
be made on contracted salaries 
when current documents run out. 
Negri on Air 
Short series of NBC broadcasts, 
starting Jan. 1 in New York, for 
Pola Negri, who returns here in 
less than four weeks. 





Bainbridge Looking 
Looking about for a local stock 
spot S. J. Bainbridge may return 
- legit after four years of inactiv- 
ty. 





Fort for U 
Garret Fort, last at Caddo, goes 
Universal Jan, 1 scripting ‘Invisible 
Man.’ 
Saunders at M-G 
John Monk Saunders added to 
Metro writing staff. 


Par Buys ‘Flagrant’ 

‘The Flagrant Years’ murder 
mystery by Samuel H. Adams, has 
been taken by Paramount. Zoe 
Akins will write the script, with 
Phillips Holmes, Carole Lombard 
and Lilyan Tashman in mind. 


Wallace on ‘Creation’ 

‘Creation,’ which wasn’t accom- 
plished in six months at Radio, is 
back on the way after a four weeks’ 
rest. Edgar Wallace is assigned to 
fit a story around the idea over 
which Harry Hoyt was laboring. 
Merian Cooper will supervise the 
novelty feature. 


Waring Asks $5,500 
Fred Waring holidaying here and 
will bring his band if there’s a spot. 
He wants $5,500. 


Par vwikes Tobin 

Paramount would like to keep 
Genevieve Tobin for a second pic- 
ture. Borrowed her from U for 
Chevalier’s ‘One Hour with You.’ 

Selwyn Gets ‘Peg’ 

Edgar Allan Woolf has ‘Peg o’ 
My Heart’ to script for Metro. Ed- 
gar Selwyn to meg. No one named 
for title part. 


Lyon, Mackaill Out 
Ben Lyon and Dorothy Mackaill, 
on loan to Columbia, will find thein- 
selves disoptioned when they g0 
home to Warners. 


Stafford’s Plaster 


Archy Woody, agent, says he has 
a $1,000 paper on Jess Stafford’s 
salary at Warner's Hollywood. 


Says he placed the band leader at 
$2,500 weekly for six weeks at the 
Hollywood. 

Two new m.c.’s for Oakland this 
week. Lynn Cowan leaves F-M’s 
‘Midnight’ Idea to go into the Fox 
there. Lou Kosloff opens the new 











Paramount Wednesday (16). 


DOUBLEMURDER 
ON TENT SHOW 
LOT IN TEX. 


Galveston, Dec. 14. 
The bodies of Lou H. Brownlee, 
45, of Walla Walla, Wash., veteran 
Brownlee’s 





showman and prop of 


Mobile and a woman 
identified as Mrs. Martha (Gypsy) 
Smith, 35, cook for the outfit, were 
found the 
show tent at New Caney, Tex., Dec. 
10. Identification was not made 
until the following day. 
Durrell Kendall, 22, 

as Ricks Hill, under 
Houston, Miss., confessed 
slaying. 

Brownless and Mrs. Smith were 

beaten to death with a tent stake. 

Kendall, former motion picture op- 

erator with the show, was arrested 

at the home of his father in Mis- 

sissippi Saturday (12). He told of- 

ficers that he killed Brownlee dur- 

ing a quarrel over leaving the show 

and struck Mrs. Smith when she at- 

tacked him with a butcher knife. 

Tents were still standing at New 
Caney today, while officers sought 

relatives of Brownlee and Mrs. 

Smith, and prepared to bring Ken- 

dall back to Texas for trial. Shows’ 
menagerie, consisting of parrot, wild 
cat, bear and monkey, are being fed 
by townspeople. 

Kendall fled from slaying in truck 
belonging to show. Abandoning it 
at Goodrich, Tex,. where he bought 
ticket to Woodland, Miss. 

Minstrels gave their last perform- 
ance Friday (4), heavy rains pre- 
venting further showings. Towns- 
people had paid no attention to the 
outfit after that until the screams of 
a parrot attracted the attention of 
the owner of the lot on which the 
tent was pitched. 

Brownlee was found on a bed 
composed of eight chairs. His body 
had been badly hacked by an axe. 
A similar bed for the woman was 
nearby, but her body, similarly mu- 
tilated, was on the ground about 20 
feet away. 

Medical officers stated that the 
murder probably had occurred four 
or five days previous to discovery. 
No commotion had been heard. 

The bodies are in the morgue of 
an undertaker at Conroe, Tex. 


Minstrels, 


brutally mutilated. in 


also known 
arrest at 
to the 





Fairs Seek Thrills 


Columbus, Dec. 14, 


Ohio State fair managers in their 
annual session here introduced a 
program putting fair costs on the 
county budgets. Layout will be 
placed before Governor White and 
then taken up with the state legis- 
lature, 

Stunt programs for all fairs in 
the coming year were advocated by 
all members. Train collisions are 
expected to be featured at several 
of the larger events. 





Ubangi’s Return to U. § 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 


It’s set that the Ubangi tribe of 
duck-bills are returning to the 
United States, this time for dates 
with the fairs. Are sailing from 
Havre on Dec. 17. 

Being brought by Terry Turner 
and Lou Dufours. Arrangement has 
been made for the Barnes and Car- 
ruthers’ office here to do the actual 
booking. Understood that the B. 
& C. company also put up the bond 
for the tribe. 





Mrs. Zack Miller Sues 
Chicago, Dec. 14, 
Zack Miller’s troubles 
mounted another notch with his 
wife filing suit for divorce and 
charging cruelty. Action, in Okla- 
homa, followed Mrs, Miller’s peti- 
tion some time ago, asking for the 
custody of her two children. 
Miller, head of the 101 Ranch, 
has been embroiled in legal mat- 
ters all year. He recently sued Tom 
Mix on a contract and lost, 


Col. 








| 
W. E. for Chi Fair 


Chicago, Dec. 14. 
Westinghouse Electric has sent a 
| representative out here to study the 
| company’s participation in the 
| world’s fair in '33. 
Westinghouse has 
| siderable space in the electrical 
| croup at the fair and plans a rep- 
| resentative exhibit 
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